
pa

THE DESERET WEEKLY

sunday services
religious services were held at the

tabernacle salt lake cicity sunday
f januarjanuaryy 1892 commencing at 2

p m president angus M cannon
presiding

the choir aandnd congregation sangbang the
hymn commencing

the spirit of god like a fire is burning I1

the latter day glory begins to come forth

prayer was offered by elder willard
donebone

the choir sang an anthem
light and truth 11

thepriesthood of the sixteenth ward
officiated in the administration of the
sacrament

BISHOP OMONOKSOM F WHITNEY

was called to address the congregation
and I1inu rrespondingen 0anding to the call hebe hoped
that he might be guided by the holy
spirit to aasayy such things as would
benefit both the saints and strangers
who might be in our midst

the speaker never rose before a
congregation of this kind without hisbis
mind turning to the past he loved
tolo survey it as a tratravelervoler in journey
ingingverover a sheet of water would be
seized with a desire to explore the
riversriven which he discovered and
find outaheie they came from why
they came and where they went to A
congregation of latter day saints re-
presents as it berean ocean into which
a great many streams flow we see
here men and women from nearly all
nations of the earth and they have
come together presumably with one
object in view to obey the same
principle one which is a mystery to
the world who cannot comprehend it
the saints are the children of israel
the lineal descendants of abraham
who hasbas been called the father of
the faithful the friend of god and
they have followed in the footsteps
of their great progenitor they have
dourthedone the works of abraham as itisit is
written icyeif ye were the children of
abraham ye would do the works of
abraham J he was called to severnever
his connection with hisbis friends and
relatives in hisbis own country and to
come toID a strange land to do the will
of god in order that he might accom-
plish his19 purposes torfor the sal-
vation of mankind he came
to the land pointed out to him by god
and of which hebe had the promise that
it should be given to him and his chil-
dren for an everlasting inheritance
and gojgod placed the blessing on him
that in him and his seed should all the
nations of the earth be blessed we
believe that the lineage of abraham is
choice above all others and that the
tabernaclesseles created through lineage
are destined to be receptacles for a
chosen race of spirits pre ordained to
perform an important mission on earth
and that abraham was chosen to be
the father of the race through which
salvation was to come toio mankind
through this lineage jesus christ
came a spirit pre ordained to redeem
the world to teach the truth and enun-
ciate ennobling principles to men to
wash away the original sin of the
world and make it possible for all after
having fallen to return to the presence
of god this axis sion was given to jesus
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christ and thereby the promise of god
to abraham that in his seed should all
the nations or the earth be blessed was
literally fulfilled there was no being
in the flesh that had partakenpartakerpar taken of the
fallen nature of adam that could
have redeemed the earth or offered the
sacrifice necessary for to redeem
means to restore that which laIs lost
adam through his transgression
placed the world in bonds but jesus
the son of god gaveave his life and shall
restore the earth from its fallen condi-
tion and open the way to its glorifica-
tion and the final salvation of the in-
habitants thereof

but we will find that the work of
jesus on earth was not the end of the
matter the mission has been given
to the children of abraham to assist in
the salvation of mankind the savior
said to those whom he hadbad chosen
to preach his gospel ye are the salt
of the earth but if the salt harlosthas lost its
savor wherewith shall it be salted
it is thenceforth good for nothing
but to be cast out and to be trodden
auder the feet of men now salt is
a preserving substance and our savior
in using it as a simile impresses upon
his disciples the fact that their mission
was to save

abraham and a mission he was
chosen as a type of god the father
offering his son for the salvation of
the world for he was put to a test as
to whether he would offer his son at
the commandment of god and as he
proved himself willing to sacrifice his
only son the lord blessed him saying
in blessing I1 will bless thee and in

multiplying I1 will multiply thy seed
usas the stars of the heaven and as the
sandcand which is upon the seashore and
thy seed shall possess the gates of hisbis
enemies 12 has godgd forgotten his
promises to abraham or where is
the fulfilmentfulfillment of the predicted bless-
ings given to the faithful servant of
god

there would be no time now to trace
in all the details the history of the
children of abraham you are
all familiar with the story how
the promise given to abraham wam re-
peated to his son leaseisaac how isaac
hadbad a son jacob to whom the samegame
promise was given how jacob who
later waswa called israel had twelve
sowsoni how the brothers of joseph be-
came jealous because he was favored of
the father howbow he was sold in cap-
tivity and exalted by the rulerrulef of
egypt and became a savior of hisbig
fathers house in the time of famine
thereby typifying that joseph the
son of god who became a savior of
our heavenly fathers children howbow
the children of israel entered egypt
and there multiplied until they be-
came a power in the land howbow ttheyh BY
wereleywere led out with wonders and signsg
through moses who led them for forty
yearsvears in the wilderness teaching them
principles by which they would have
been enabled to stand in the presence
of their maker even as moses did who
conversed with the lord face to face
as a friend with a friend but howbow the
love of the things of the world over-
came to a great extent in their hearts
the love of the things of god so much so
that they were declared unworthy of
moses and teachingshie fin-
ally they were left and thi priesthood
was taken away from them aud they
hadbad only the lesser frim chood you

have all heard further how when
israel hadbad been taught the principle of
strict justice an eye for an eye etc
there came a man preaching another
doctrine as much higher than the law
of moses asan heaven is higher than
earth he introduced what they sup-
posed to be a new religion no longer
demanding an eye for ananteyeeye no
more recognizing retaliation or ren-
dering evil for evil but showing a
more excellent way viz to return good
for evil to meet the sword with the
olive branch to show in words and
acts a better example than thathat shown
by the priests scribes and prominent
beshers of that generation

people were astonished at these
teachings yet they were not new
doctrines they were as old as eterni-
ty they were the principles
taught by moses to what ex-
tent we do not know and
which his people were unprepared to
accept they were embodied in the
gospel which enoch taughtaught and by
which his zion was puripurifiedfled and taken J

away from the earth it was the
gospel of noah to which hisbis genera-
tion turned of deaf ear thisthia was the
gospel which christ came to restore
not a new thing but the everlasting
gospel the same yesterday and
for ever

A few believed it these he gather-
ed and taught them not to be as the
scribes and phariseesPharisees but to let their
light so shine before men that these
might see their good deeds and glorify
the father in heaven to the jews
he said if ye were the children of
abraham ye would do the works otof
abraham to his disciples he gave
power to do even greater works than
he hadbad done to heal the sick to cast
out devils to speak in tongues
prophesy and exercise various gifts
and powers pertaining to the
gospel40 9pel and when he was
about to depart having finished
his mission on earth he con-
ferred on them the same authority asan
he had to go and preach the gospel
promising that those who believed and
were baptized should be saved and
that signs should follow those that be
lieveld the apostles were to tarry in
jerusalem until endowed with power
from on high and a marvelousmar veloue change
came over them after they had been
so endowed

the speaker illustrated this by re fer-
ing to the history of peter who three
times denied hisbis master hutbut who
through the power from on high
became brave he was formerly
timid weak and faltering but hav-
ing received the holy ghost he
looms up a giant in the midst of his
fellows as shown in the miracle he
performed on the lame man by the
temple gate and in nunumerous other
I1stancesinstancesn

these men were poor and obscure
but the very devil hadbad to obey them
and theirs was a power greater than
that necessary to build a city or to
amass wealth and peter was a type
of the great power imparted by the
holy ghost

affet a while the world opposed the
apostles they were slain and as it
was in the days of moses when the
priesthood and the gospel were taken
away so it happened in the christian
world men became unworthy of the
blessingsblet isings showered on them and it


