RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Keliglous services were held at the
Taherpacle, Balt Lake CIt®, Suniay,
January 17th, 1892, commencing at 2
p. m., President Apgus M. Canaon
presiding.

The cholir and congregalion eang the
bymn commencing:

The Spirit of God like n fre I8 burning!

The latter-duy glory begine to come forth.

Prayer was oftered by Elder Willard
Done.

The cholr sang ao anthem:

¢ Light and Truth.”

The Priesthood of the Bixteenth Ward
officiated in the adminietration of the
Bacrament.

* BISHOP ORBON F. WHITNEY
was called to address (he congregation
and in responding to Lhecall be hoped
that he might be gulded by the Holy
Bpirit to say euch things ae would
beneflt hoth“the Baints and strangers
who might be In our midst.

'The speaker nDever rose before a
congregalion of thie kil without bis
mind turning to the past. He Joved
to survey it, as a traveler, in journey-
Ing pver & sheet of water, would be
seizod with a deeire to explere tbe
rivere which he Jdiscovered =zod
find out whele they eame from, why
they came and where they went to. A
congregation of Latter-day 8aints re.
presents, as it were,an ocean into which
a great many setreams flow. We see
here men and women f{rom pearly all
nations of the earth, and they bave
cotne together, presumahbly, with one
object in view—to obey the same

r{nciple, one which is a mystery to
fhe world who cannot comprehend it,
The Salnte are the children of Israel,
the Hpeal descendakts of Abraham,
who hae been oalled, ‘‘the father of
the failbful, the friend of God.”. Apd
they have followed ino the footsteps
of their great progenitor; they bave
doue the works of Abraham, aas It ie
written: **If yo were the children of
Abrabham ye would do the worke of
Abrahem.” He was oalled to eever
hie connection with his friends and
relatives in bhie own country and to
come to a strapge land, to do the will
of (3od in order that He might accom-
plish His purpcses for the sal-
vatiow of mapkind. He came
to the land poiuted out to bim by Gou
and of which be had the promise that
it should be given to bim and hie ohil-
drep for an everlasiing inheritapoce,
and God placed the blessing on bim,
that ip him apd hie seed should ail the
paticns of the earth be blessed, We
believe that the Jineage of Abraham le
choice above all others and that the
tabernacles created through thislinesge
are destiped to be receptacles for a
chosen race of splrits, pre-ordained to
perform an important mission oo earth,
and that Abraham was chosen o be
the father of the race through whioch
salvation was to ocome to mankind.
Through this lineage Jesus Christ
came, a spirit pre-ordained to redesm
the worli, to teach the truth and enyn-
ciate enpobling principles to men; to
waeh awny lhe original sip of (be
worhl and make it poesible for all, after
baving fallen, to return to the pregence
of God. This muisnion was given to Jesun
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Chriet and thereby the promise of God 1 have all heard, further, how, when

to Abrahsam, tbat In hisseed sbould all
lhe natione or the earth be blessed,was
literally fulfilled. There was no being
in the flesh, that had paitaken of the
fallen nature of Adam, that could
bave redeemed the earth or offered the
sacrifloe pecessnry. For to redeem
meawe to restore that which le lost.
Adam, through his tranegression,
placed the world” in bonds, but Jewus,
the son of God, gave Hie life and ehal}
restore the earth from ita fallen condi-
tlon and open the way to its glorifien-
tion nnd the final ealvation of the in-
habitants thefeof.

But we will find that the work of
Jesie on earth was oot the end of the
matter, The mission has been given
to the childrea of Abrabham to assiat in
the ealvation of mankind. The Bavior
said to those whom He had chosen
to preach His Gospel: “Ye are the ealt
of the earth; but if the aalt has lost ite
savor, wherewith ehall it be ealted?
It is thenceforth good for pothing,
but to be ¢ast out, and to he trodden
under the feet of men,’”” Now, sult is
a preserving substance and our Bavlor,
in ueing it aea slmlle, impressss upon
Hie diselples the fact that their mission
was tu eave.

Abraham had a mission. He was
choren av 0 type of God, the Father,
offering Hie Bon for the salvation of
the world. For he wae put to a teet as |
to whether he would offéer hie son atl
the commandment of God, and as he
proved himsell willing to sucrifice hie
only eon, the Lord bleesed hiu, saying:
“[n blessing [ will Llese thee, and in
wmuitiplying I will multiply thy eeed
au the starsof the heaven, and ns the
sand which Is upon the seashore; and
thy seed shall possess the gates of bis
epemies.”” Has God forgotten His
promises to ‘Abraham? Or where fs
the fulfilnent of the predieted bless-
Ings given to the falthful servant of
Gou?

There would be no time now to trace
in all the details the history of the
chlidren of Abraham, You are
all familiar with the story, bhow
the pronise given to Abraham was re-
peated to his sop, Ieaac; how lsaac
had a son, Jacob, to whom the same

romise was given; how Jaoob, who
ater war called Israel, had twelve
sons; how the brothers of Joseph be-
came jenlous because he was faVv rel of
the father; how he was sold io eap-
tivity and exalted by the ruler of
Ezypt and became a savior of his
father’s house in the time of famine,
thereby typifyiog that Joeeph, the
Ron of God, who beoame a Bavier of
our heavenly Father’s chlidren; how
the children of Israel entered Egypt
and {there multiplied until they be-
cawe & power in fhe land, how they
wers led out with wonders and signe
through Moses who led them for forty
years in the wilderness teaching them
principtes by which they would bave
Lxen enabled to stand in the presence
of their Maker, even as Monses diJ, who
conversed with the Lord face to face,
as a friend with a frlend; but bow the
love of the thiugs of the world over-
cnme to A great extent In thelr hearts
the love of the things of God, so much so
that they were declared upworthy of
Moues and his teachiogs, wherefor, fin-
ally, they were left nnd the Priesthood
wis tuken away from them aud they
had only the Jeeser Priesthood. You

' Ierae] bad been taught the principle of

striot Justice—an eye for an eye, stc.—
there came s man preaching another
doctrine ar much higher than the law
of Moses ns heaven is higher than
earth. He introduced what they sup-
poeed to be a+ pew religion, no longer
Jdemandiog “an eye for up eye,’’ no
more recognizing retaliation, or rem-
dering evil for evil, but showing a
more excellent way, viz. to return good
for evil, to meet the sword with .the
olive branch, to shnw in words and
apts a better example than {hat shown
by the prieats, scribee and prominent
teahers of that generation.

People were astonished at these
 tenohinge. Yet they were npot new
doctrines. They were as old a8 etern!-
ty, They were the prinoeiples
taught by Mosesa — to what ex-
tent we do npot kpow — and

which his people were unprepated to
accept. They were embodiea in the
Gospel which Epoch tsught and by
which hie Zion was purified and taken
away from the earth. It wuas the
Gos)wl of Noah to which his genera-
tion turoed of deafear. This wae the
Guepel which Christ came to restore—
not a new thing. but the everiasting
Gosapel, the same touny, yesterday and
for ever.

A few believed it. Theee He gather-
ed and taught them, not to be ae the
acribes and Pharisees;, but to let their
llght 80 shine before men, that these
might sea their good Jdeeds and glorify
the Father in heaven. To the Jewe
He sald: *‘If ye were the children of
Abraham, ye would do, the works of
Abraham.” To Hlu dirciples He gave

wer to Joeven greater works than

e had done, to heal the eick, to cast
out devile, to -speak io tongues,
propbesy, and exercise various gifts
aod powers pertainiog to  the
Gospel. And w hen He was
ahout to depart, haviag flniehed
His mission oo earth, He con-
ferred oo tbem the same authority as
He had to go and preach the Goepel,
promising that those who believed and
were baptized should bLe saved, and
that signs should follow those that be-
lieved. The Apostles were to tarry In
Jerusalem, until endowed with power
from on high, and a marvelous change
came over them, after they had been
so enduwed. !

The speaker illustrated this by refer-
Ing to the bistory of Peter, who, three
times, denied his Muaster, but who,
through the power from on high,
becarmne hrave, He was formerly
timid, weak and faitering, but hav-
ing received the Holy QGhost, he
looms up & giant in the midst of bis
fellows, asehown in the miracle he
performed on the lnme man by the
temaple gate, and in puwmerous ol her
Instances.

These men were poor and obscure,
but the very devil bhad to obey them,
and theirs was a power grealer thanp
that pecessary to bulld a city orto
amnss wenith. And Peter was a type
of the great power Ilmparted by the
Holy Ghost,

After a while the world oppoeed the
Apostles. They were plain, and as it
was io the days of Moses when the
Priesthood and the Gospel were taken
away, 8o it happened in the Christian
waorld, Men became unworthy of the
ble~ginge showered ¢n them, and it



