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DISCOURSE

By Bresident BRIGHAM YOUNG, de
Livered at the 42nd Senw-Annual
Conforence, Salt Lake (ify,

*  October 9, 1872,

BREPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

I wWANT to express my feelings to the Lat-
ter-day Saints upon eertain points of busi-
ness which pertain to our welfare, and I
wish to do it without beiug obliged to
raise my voice 80 high and so loud as to
infringe n the organs of speech to that
degree that I shall have to stop. If the
people will be still, thay can bhear me in
my common voice perfectly easy. I will
not go into all the details with regard to
the duties of the Latter-day Saints, and
thelr desires, as they have manifested them
by gathering out from the world, and as-
sembling themselves together, Timy gen-
erally understand them, and they can read
for themselves the doctrines of the Church,
and the reasons why we are gathered to-
gether, But I wish now to impress on the
minds of the ple the necessity of our
taking a course to be able to exist and to
sustain ourselves—to have something to eat
and wear—hats to puton our heads, and
coats, mantles, blankets, vests, shirts
garments and other Lhings suitable to wear
and to make our bodies comfortable, pros
vided that the Lord should knock the un-
derpinning from wunder Babylon. The
time will come when Babylon wlill fall,
If it should fall now, it would leave us
pretty destitute. We would soon wear out
our head dresses and fine clothing, and
what should we do? Why, we should be
as badly off as the Saints were when they
came into this wvalley, twenty-five years
ago, They picked up a few buckskins,
antelope skins, sheepskins, buffalo skins,
and made ngs and mocoasins of them
and wrap the buffalo robes aroun
them. Some had blankets aad some had
not; some had shirts, and I guess some
had not. One man told me that be had
not a shirt for himself or family. If Baby-
lon should happen to tip over, so that we
could not reach out and gather the neces-
saries of life, we should be in a bad condi-
tion, I want to put you in mind of these
things, and it is my duty to say to the
Latter«day Saints that they should take
measures to sustain themselves — they
ghould lay a foundation for feeding and
¢lothing themselves.

You are well aware that there has been a
great deal of money spent in this Territory
to get machinery, for the purpose of work-
ing up the wool and cotton; and I think

ou are pretty well aware that there have
zoen a great many thousand words spoken
to the Latter-day Saints in these valleys,
upon the necessity of raising sheep,though
we have had a tide of opposition against
this, Still, wool-raising is now proven to
be a success in these mountains, any and
all of the bishops to the contrary notwith-
standing, This is a fine wuul-&rnwing

country, no better in the world. e have
proved this; and we bave gol a great deal
of machinery here to work up the wool,

most of which is now standing still for the
want of wool. Many of those who have
been prevailed upon to raise sheep have
ol 80 coveteus and love money so well
Em they must sell their wool for money,
and send it out of the country, in conse-
quence of which the factories are now
standing still. I think there are a few who
wilill recollect that, in the excitement of
Burohnaing wool here, last May, June and
uel{vr, in many instances I refused to buy
their wool, If I would bhave paid a little
more than agents from the east, I could
have got it; in some instances I got it for a
little less, I bought some and leta
deal go, and told the people with whom 1
conversed upon the subject, thatI would
let the buying of wool alone until Iall,
then I thought 1 ocould send east, buy m
wool and ship it back here, and { believe
oould get it cheaper than I could get it
then, And it is now wverily so, for I can
send to Philadelphia, New York, Boston,
or anywhere in the eastern country, and
buy wool and ship it back here from 19 to
30 per cent. cheaper than I could buy it
here last spring. 1 can send west and buy
wool and ship it here and save a still
higher per centage. Thisis the difference
in the price of wool last Spring and the
fore part of the Summer, and now what
our friends and brethren who own factor-
ies will do with regard to purchasing wool,
1 am not able to say. Bome of them, pro-
bably, are able to buy wool, and quite a
number are not,and they who are not will,
i?ill all probability, let their factories stand
still,

i want the brethren and sisters fo take
an interest in sustaining ourselves here in
these mountains, It is the duly of the
bishops to see that the members of their
wards take a course that will build up the
kiongdom of God, not only in pmvrdlug
f and raiment, but see that the people
do their duty with regard to the law of
(iod In preserving themselves in purity.
My mind is now upon those things which
sOme ple call temporal, and ] wish to
urge them upon the Latter-dey Saints. 1
want them to save their wool and to keep
it in this Territory. If we haye notfactor-
ies sufficient to work up all the woel that
grows in this Territery, .and in these
mountdine, we will send and get more ma-
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chinery, and build more factories, and
work up the wool for the people. I1tis the
duty of those who grow wool to keep it
bere. It is the duty of the wife of the man
who owns sheep to look to it, and see that
that wool is not sold and carried out of the
country. Itis the duty of the bishops to
see these men, and urge upon them the
necessity of keeping the wool in tie moun-
tains where it can be worked up; and the
bishops should set the example themselves,
We expect they do; if they do not, they are
not fit for bishops. It is the duty of the
bishops to see the wives of these men and
their children, that they may prevail on
their , covetous fathers or husbands,
who would sacrifiee the’prosperity of the
kingdom of God for a little worldly wealth,
and see that they do not run distracted or
go crazy over a little money. I say the
bishops should see to it, that these men
who have sheep act like rational, reason-
able men, Whatare you here for? What
did you come for? Virtual.y you all sa
you left Babylon and came kere to buil
up the Kingdom of God; but our acts speak
as loud and a little louder than onr words
can, We witness to one another and to the
Heavens, and to all people that we believe
in building up the Kingdom of God on the
earth., There is an item that ought to be
before the Latter day Saints with regard
to the Kingdom as it will be built up.
They ought to teach themselves—read the
Scriptures, the Old and New Testament,
the prophecies, what the Savior and his
apostles have sald, and what bas been de-
livered to us in the latter days, and com-
pare them, and then draw their own con-
clusions, and see if they are undGer the
necessity of working temporally, literally,
manusally, physically for the building
up of the kingdom of heaven. I say that
we are or it never will be built up. With
regard to the fundamental facts of our doe-
trines, we can not show to any person that
we have faith therein, except by our
works, If]l were now in the world, and
an elder was to come along and preach, and
I were to go and hear him, the act of walk-
ing to the meeting house or to the private
dwelling house, would be manual labor, I
might believe every word such an elder
said in preaching the gospel, but if I never
took any steps towards fulfilling his re-

uirements who would know anything
about it? Nobody on the tace of the earth.
Would there be any manifestation that I
had faith? Not the least in the world, and
if it started to grow in my heart while lis-
tening to the elder, without works on my

rt 1t would soon die out and cease to ex-
ist. If I gu believe, ]:t is a n:lum}inl_l lmr to

tup and =ay to the people, eve
E:nt what tiis man has mg is true.,” That
is an exercise of the body, and & temporal
labor, Waell, this elder.says, we should
repent of our sins. I do repent. He says
we should obey the gospel, and the first
thing after baving faith or believing it, is
to go down into the waters of baptism, and
to do that is a temporal act, pbysical labor;
and the act of baptism by him is also a
temporal act or labor. And so in every-
thing else with regard to the gospel and
the building up of the Kingdom of Ged
on the earth—we must have works or we
can not have faith, I ¢an not divide be-
tween thetwo. The elder is preaching, 1
believe, I confess and obey, and I can net,
for my soul, divide the temporal, the man-
ual, the physical labor from the internal
faith and hope and joy which the spirit
gives, and whioh cause obedience in my
ac

I wish to make this application right
here to the Latter-day Saints, If we be-
lieve that God is about to establish his
kingdom upon the earth, we believe firm-«
ly that we have got to perform a manual,
temporal labor to bring this about. If the
kingdoms of this world ever become the
kingdomsof our God aad his Christ, it will
be by his people conforming to the plans
instituted for the establishment of a king-
dom here on the earth. You may call it
temuporal, no matter what it is uu]fad, it is
territory, it is Jomisien., In the first
place we must have territory, then we mwus
have people; and in order to organize this
kingdom, we must have officers and laws
to govern or control the subjects, To make
the organiaation of a kingdom perfect, we
must have every appendage necessary and
proper, 80 that the Savior can come and
reign King of nations as he does King of
Saints. We shall be under the neces-
sity of raising breadstuflf, and then
we shall want toeat it. We shall have to
raise our fruit as well as eat it; we shall
bave to raise our vegetables as well as eat
them, We shall be under the necessity
then of making hats, or of going without
them; we shall be under the mnecessity of
making oclothing—ooats, vestas, pants, shirts
and 80 on, or else go without them. Wae
shall be under the mnecessity of hayving
ocourts organized, unless all are in the
Lord and sll walk in his way; if that were
the case, I do not know that we should
want aoy sheriff, marshals, constables,
magistrates, jurors, judges, or governors,
because the word of the Lord would govern
and control every person, but until that
time arrives we sbhall want oflicers, so that
we will be prepared to reckon with the
transgressor, and we shall have transgres-
gors in bullding
be some time yet before all are in the Lord,
The law is for Lthe Lrapsgressor, conses

uently we must have oflicers, and we
Elready bave in this kingdow as now or-
ganized all the otlicers neocessary, every
quorum, every orgaunization, every court
and authority neceszary to rule all the na-

Do you recollect a fashion there was a few

‘read at their leisure, We should observe

this kingdom, for it will |

tions that ever were or ever will be upon ‘

the earth, if they serve God, or try to do
so. But if we must have an organization
after the erder and wishes of those who
are ignorant of the things of God, we must
have political and municipal organizations.
Kingdoms are nrqnuizad to suit the condi-
tions of the people, whether the govorns
ment is that of the people, in the hands of
a few individuals or centred in one, But
the kinzdom of heaven, when organized
upon the earth, will have every officer, law
and ordinance necessary for the managing
of those who are unruly, or who transgress
its laws, and to govern those who desire to
do ri hl'..,hhut can not quite walk to the line;
and all these powers and authorities are in
existencein the midst of this people.

Now, we have this kingdom organized
here upon thsearth, and we shall be under
the necessity, by and by, of understanding
this, or we will be left in a very destitute
condition, It is myduty to say to the peo-

le that it is their duty to make their cloth-

ng; and permit me to say, still further,
upon the subject of the fashion of cutting
cloth and putting it together again, that it
is moet useless, unbecoming and ridicu-
lour, The present custom of many is such
that I would as soon Bee a squaw go
through the streets with a very little on, as
to see clothing piled up until it reaches,
perhaps, the top of the hedge or fence its
wearer is ing. IfI donotsay much
about such customs and fashions I shall

robably skip over some naughty words.
Pn my feelings they are positively ridicu-
lous, they are s0 wuseless and unbecoming.

years ago, that has now mnearly ceased,
when a woman could not walk through the
streets without holding her clothes two
feet in frent of her if her arm was lon

enough? Ishall notsay what I thought o
those who followed this fashion. Now it is
on the other side, and I do not know bat
tbey will get two humps on their backs,
they have one now, and if they get to be
dromedaries it will be no wonder, not the
least in the world., I recollect a fashion
of cutting up cloth some forty years ago,
that was very peculiar. A lady would RO
into a store and say to a merchant, *I
wowid like to get a dress pattern this
mnrninF." *“Very well, what will you
bave?’? **Oh, bring dewn your goods and
show them. This suits pretty well! 1
think I will take this.”” ‘‘Madame,’” says
the merchant, *‘If you will buy the sleeves,
I will give you the dress.” This, of course,
is jocosely said. I refer now to what was
called the *“mutton-legged’ sleeve—by
comparison it took seven yards for the
sleeves, and three for the dress. That was
the way they dressed then. How unbe-
coming! How unbecoming it is to see
ladies dress as they do in some places at
the present day. Then another fashion |
is to wear their dresses short in front,
walking through the streets, and a long
train dragging in the dirt behind. How
unbecoming! This is not modesty, gentil-
ity or good taste; it does not belong to a
lady at all, but to an ignorant, extravagant
or vain-minded persoa, who knows not
true principle. 1 take t.im liberty of say-
ing that these fashions are displeasing in
the sight of truth, mercy and juastice. It
is displeasing to the Bpirit of the Lord
for ns to themselves in avy
way whatever that is dinguﬂun% to the eye
of the pure and the prudent. There is not
a Latter~day BSaint nor a Former-day |
Saint that ever did, or ever will expeoct to
see any such customs or fashions when
they get into heaven. If they were to see
an aogel they wouald see a being beautiful-
ly but modestly dressed, white, comely
and nice to look upon.

I would like to advise the Latter-da
saints fo avoid these foolish ocustoms an
babits, Let them pass by and not follow
themn; they do not belong tous. I would
like to repeat to the ladies what we have
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or to get it some other way—buy it or else
go without it; and we ought to keep the
Word of Wisdom, and keep the Sabbath
day holy, and preserve ourselves in the in-
wgrity of our hearts before God. .

want to ask if the people pay their tith-
ing? Bishops, dothe people of your wards
pay their Lithing? I will answer the ques-
tiongfor you and say, No, they do not.
people in modern times shudder at
the word tithlng—it is a term they are not
used to. They are used to sustaining
priests, to donating for building meeting
houses, and administering to those who
wait at the table of the Lord, or that do
their preaching and praying for them. And
this is done by subseription, donation, and
passing the plate, hat or basket, but the
word “‘tithing” is frightfal to them. I like
the term, because it is scriptural, and I
would rather use it than any other. The
Lord instituted tithing, it was practised in
the days «f Abrabam,and Enoch and Adam
and his children did not forget their tithes
and offerings. You can read for yourselves
with regard to what the Lord requires.
Now do the Latter-day BSaints pay their
tithing? They donot. I want to say this
much to those who profess to be Lattersday
Saints—I1f we neglect our tithe# and  offer-
ings we will receive the chaslening hand of
the Lord. We may justss well count on
this first as last. If we negleotto pay our
tithes and efferings we will neglect ether
things, and this will grow upon us until
the Spirit of the gospel is antnrelz gone
from us, and we are in the dark, and
know not whither we are going,

It is the duty of the bishops to see that
their wards pay tithing. But we have
bishops who are not reliable—men, for
instance, who will take tithing grain when
it brings a good price in cash, and when
Eood beef is bringing cash they are ro

ind to their wards, and especially to their
son, that if a son has got a parcel of wild
horses on the prairies that are not worth a
;mung calf a head, they will say to him,

‘Drive up your wild horses, my boy, I
will trade with ﬂuu. and lJet you
have neal stock, yearlings, or two years or
three years old, or wheat that is in the
tithing bin, 1 will take your horses, I will
send down word to the general tithing of-
fice, that there are so many horses here

belonging to the tithing office.”” BSuch
horses are & curse tous,or I can say they
have been to me as an individaal. f have

raised stock enough to supply this whole
Territory, if they had been taken care of,
But they were like the Indian’s boy. The
missionary had been telling him that if he
brought up a child in the way he should go,
when he was old he would not depart from
it. But the old chief had got ile ast about
as it is, and said he: *‘“‘Yes, bring up a
child, and away he goes;” and this is the
way the borses go. And as for the
neat stock, if any of it ever gets out of my
sight that I do not know where 1t is, and
can not send and get it, I always calculate
thata thief wiil bhave it. I never trouble
myself to look after it, there are too man
men riding on the prairies with their
blankets behind them, and their dinner in
their blanket, and their lassoes with them
to hunt up all the stock there is. This
wild stock that is turned in on tithing is a
curse to us. And where does the wheat
to? lam not disposed to, but I could tell
names of bishops who have taken our
tithing wheat out of the bins and it has
been sold by them or their families. And
they have taken our stock that we wanted
here fer beef to feed the public bands, and
traded it off for wild horses. This is a
pretty bard saying, but it is true, and I
could tell their names if I were obliged

to.

If the people will pay their tithing, we
will go and do the work that is requlrgo:i of
us. Itisvery true tnat the r pay their

tithing better than the rich do. Iftherich

said hundreds and thousands of times—
they should make their own headdresses
and fashions, independent ofall the rest of
the inhabitants of the earth. Pay no at-
tention to what others do, it is no matter
what they do, or how they dress, Latter-
day Saints should dress in that plain, neat
comely manner that will be pleasing an
prudent, in every sense of the word, before
the Lord, and try and please him that we
sorve, the Being that we acknowledge as
our God. Not flaunting, flirling and gos-
gsipping, 88 agreat many are, and thioking
continually of their dresses and of this,
that and the other that will minister to
and gratify their wvanity. Suach women
seldom think of their prayers.

I am extending I«nf remarks much
longer than I intended. But

it about the Word of Wisdom? Do we ob-
serve it? We should do, and preserve our-
selves in all things holy before the Lord.
How is it about keeping the Sabbath day?
We have some articles that we would like
to read here, but the people have them to

the ten commandments, for instance, that
were given to Moses. [f we do that,we shall
bea pretty good people. But thereis nothing
in those commandments about building
factories and raizing wool, for the children
ot Israel, at Lhat time ti:my were given,
were in a condition that they did not need
factories, they did not need to raise wool.
If they had goats and sheep with them,
thbey made mutton, and tanned the skins
probably, but I do not know what they did
with them. It appears thattheir clothing
did not wax old, and they probably had no
need to spin or weave. But we have need
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would pa% their tithing we should have
E&nt}'. ne poor are faithful and prompt

paying their tithing, but tbhe rich can
bardly afford to pay theirs—they have too
much, Ifa man is worth enough that he
would bave a thousand dollars to pay, it
pinches him. Ifhe has only ten dollars he
can payone; if ae has only one dollar he
can pay ten cents; it does not hurt him at
all. If he has a hundred dollars he can
pmihl{lpny ten. If he has a thousand
dollars he looks over it a little and says.
“I guess I will pay it; it ought to be paid
Iﬂfhﬂw;" and he manages to pﬂE his ten
dollars or his hundred dollars, But sup-
pose aman is wealthy enough to pay
ten thousand, he looks that over a good
meny times, and says, YIguess I will wait
until I get a little more, and then I will
a good deal,” And they wait and
wait, like an old gentleman in the east: he
waited and waited and waited to pay his
tithing until he went deown, I guess, to
hell, I do not know exactly; imt he wen\
to hades, which we call hell. He went out
of the world, and this is the way with a
great many. They wait and centinue
waiting until, finally, the character comes
along who is called Death, and he slips up
to them and takes away their breath, then
they are gone and cannot pay their tithing,
they are too late, and so it goes.

Now this is finding fault with the rich,
and I am going to find fault with the poor
by and by. Bat if we will pay our tithing
we will be blessed; if we refuse to do so
the chastening hand of the Lord will be
upon this people, just as sure as we are
bhere. You may say I am threatening you,
Take it just as you please, 1. do not care,
You may grease it and swallow it, or

to, we have got to make our own clothing

L awallow it without greasing, jnet as you



