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rendering the existence of animal life
impossible.

RELATIONS \WITH POWERS.

Our relations with Great Brifaln have
<ontlnued on the most Iriendlv foot-
ing. Asaenting to our request, the pro-
teetion of Americans and therr interests
in Spanlsh jurisdiction was assumed by
the diplomatie and econsular representa-
tivee of Great Britain, who fulfilled
4their dellcate iand arducus trust with
tact and zeal, eliciting high commenda-
tion. I may be allowed to make fit-
ting allusion to the instance of NMNr.
Ramsden, her malesty's consul at San.
tiago de Cuba, whose untimely death,
dfter distinguished service and untiring
efforts after the siege of that city, was
gincerely lamented,

In the early part of Aprll last, pur-
suant to a request made at the instance
of the secretary of state to the British
ambassador at this capitol, the Canadi-
an government granted facilities for the
passage for United Blates revenue cut-
ters from the great lakes to the Atlantic
coast by way of the Canadian canal and
St. Lawrence river. The vessels had
reached I.ake Ontario and were there
awalting the opening of navigation
when war was declared Dbetween the
United States and Spaln. Her majesty’s
government thereupon, hy a communl-
cation of the latter part of April, stat-
ed that the permission granted Dbefore
the outbreak of hosilities would not be
withdrawn, provided the United States
government gave assurance that the
vessel in question would proceed direct

to a United States port without en-
gaging in any hostlle operation. This
government promptly agreed to the

stipulated condition,-it being understood

that the wvessel would be prohibited

from resenting any hostile attack.
CANADIAN QUIBBLES.

Tt will zive me sapeclal satisfaction
if I shall be authorized 10 communtcate
to you a favorable conclusion of the
pending negotiatlons with Great Brit-
aire in respect to the Dominion of Can-
ada. It is the earnest wish of this
government o Tremove all sources of
discord and. firritation in relationa with
the neighboring dominlon. The trade
between the two countyles Is constant-
ly ‘Increasing, and it %3 Tmportant 40
both countries that all reasonbale facil-
ities should be gramted for its develop-
ment.

The government of Greece strrongly
urges the onerousness of the duty here
imposed upomr the currants of that
country. amotmting to 00 per cemt, or
motre of thelr market salue. This fruit
¥a stated to be exclusively a Greek
product, ot coming 1nto competition
with any domestic product. The ques-
tion of reclprocal commercial refations
with Greece, including the restoration
of eurrants to the free 1ist, 1s under con-
sideration. .

The long atanding claim of Berand
Campbell for damages for Injurles suy-
tained from a violent assault commit-
ted agalnst him by milibary authorities
in the fsland of Hallli has heen settled
by the agreememt of that republic to
pay him $10,000 in Argerican gold. Of
this sum, $5,000 has already been pald.
It is hoped that other pending clalms of
American citizens agaipst that republie
may be amicably adjusted.

ANNEXATION OF HAWAIIL

Pending the consideratbon by the Sen-
ate of the treaty sigmed June 18, 1897,
hy the plenipotentiares of the United
States and the Repub¥e of Hawnail, pro-
viding lor t1he mannexabion of the {sland,
a }int resolution bte accomplish the
same purpose by accepting the offered
cession and Incorporating the ceded ter.
nmitory into the Umlon, was adopted by
the Coagress and approved July 7
1888, T thdrcupon dpected the United
Statex steamer Philgfefph™a to convey
Rear Admiral Miller to Honolulu and

entrusgted to his hands this important
legislative aot to be delivered to the
president of the Republic of Hawatl,
with wlvom the adnvral and the United
Btates minister were guthorized t0 make
appropriate arrangements for transfer-
ing the sovereignty of the {slands to the
United States. Thiz was simply but
impresgively accomplished on the 12th
day of August last, Ly the dclivery of
a eertified copy of the resolution to
President Dole, who thereupon yielded
up 0 the represcentative of the povern-
ment of the United States the sover-
eigrity and public propenty of the Ha-
wadian Islands.

Pursuant to ihe terms of the joint
resclution and in exerclse of auvthority
thereby conferred upon me, I directed
that the civil, Judielal and midtary
powers theretofore exergised by the offl-
cers of the government of the Republic
of Hawali should continte to be exer-
cised by those officers untll Congress
shall provide a government fot the in-
corpomated territory subject to my pow-
ot to remove sieh offlcers and to fill va-
cancies. The president, officens and
troops of the republie thereupon took
the oath of allemiance to +the Tnited
Btates. thus porviding for the uninter-
rupted conitinuance 'of all the adminis-
trative and municipal functions of the
annexed dterritory until Congresa shall
otherwlse enact,

Following the further provision of
the Jint resolution. I aoppointed the
Hornorahles Bhelby A. CulMom, of Illi-
nois: John T. DMorsan, of Alabamin:
Robert R. Hitt. of Iilinmis; Sanford B,
Dole. of Hawail, and Watter ¥, Grier.
cf Hawali. as eommistioners to confer
and recommiend to Concress such legis-
lattion concerning the Hawwiian islands
as thev ahould deem necessary or pron-
er. The commissioners. having ful-
filled dlve mission confided to them. thelr
rzport will he lald before yoit aut an
eqarly day. It Is believed that their ree-
nmmendations will have the earnest
crnsideration due to the magnitude .of
the responsibility re=ting upon you to
give such =hape o the relalionahip of
those mid-Pacific lands to our home
ur:ion as will beneflt hoth in the high-
ept degziee, realizing the aspirations of
the community that has cadt its ot with
us and eleated to share our political
heritage. while. at the same time, jus-
tifying the foresight of those who flor
three quarters of a century have looked
to the assimilation of Hawall as a
ratural and inevitable eonsummtion,
in harmony with our needs and in fnl-
fillment of our cherlshed tradiions.

HAWAII AND JAPAN.

The questions heretofore pending be-
tween Hawait and Japan, growing onut
of the alleged migtreatment of Japanese
treaty immigrants. were, I am pleased
te gay, adjusted belfore the act of ¢rams-
far by the payment of & reasonahle in-
demnlty to the government of Japan.

Under the provisionas of the Joint
resolution, the existing customs rela-
tlons of the Hawalian islands with the
TUnited States amd with other countries
remaln unchanged until  begislation
shal? otherwise provide. The consuls
of Hawail, here and In foreign eoun-
tries, continue to fulfill thelr commer-
clal agencies, while the Tlnited States
consulate at Honolttlu is maintained for
all proper services pertaining to trade
and the revenue. It wonld be desirable
that all forelezn consuls in the Hawuailan
islands should receive nesww exequators
fiom this government,

U. 8. CONSULATES CPASE.

The aiftention of Congress is called
to 'the fact that our consular offices
having ceased to exist in Hawall, and
belng ahout tn cease In other conntries
ecoming under the goverelgnly wof the
United Slates, the provisloms for fhe
rellef and tranapontation of destitute
Amerigan soamen 1o thees countrics une

der our consular regukations, will, In
consequence, terniinate. It is proper,
therefore, thalt new legisiation should
he enacted upen this subject in oider
¢ meet the changed conditions.

The inderpretation of certain brovi-
8ions of the extraditlon convention of
Decamber 11. 1861, vas been =t various
thmes the ocomsion of controversy with
the government of Mexlco.

MEXICAN EXTRADITION.

An acute difference arose in the case
of the Mexican demand for the deliv-
ery of Jesus Guerrera, whe having led
a ‘marauding expedition cear the bor-
der with the proelaimed purpose of in-
itiating Insurrectlon against President
Diaz, escaped into ‘the United States,
Extraditlon sas refused on the ground
that the alleged offense was political
in s character and therefore came
within 'the treaty provisio of mwon.-sur-
remder. The Mexican comtention was
that ¢he exception only related ‘b0 pure-
1y political offenses, and that as Guer-
rera's nots were admixed with the com-
mon erime of murder, arson, kiklnap-
ping and robbery, the optiont of mom-
delivery became void, a position which
this government wae unable 1o admit,
In view of the received internatlonal
doctrine wand practice in the mabter.
The Mexican governmemnt in view of
thias gave notice on January 24, 1898, of
the termination of the comventton, to
take effect twelve months from that
_date, at the same time Inviting the con-
®luslon of a conwvention toward which
negotations are on foot. In this rela-
tlon I may refer to the necessity of
some amendment of our existing ex-
tradition statwte. It 48 a common stip-
ulationr of 3such treaties that meither
party shall be bound o give up 3 own
citizens, that the added provisio in one
of our treaties, that with Japam, that
it may surrender if It see fit. It is held
in this country by an almost uniform
course of decisions, that nwwhere a treaty
negatives the obligatlon %0 surrender.
the president is not Invested with legal
authortty to act. The confirmemt of
such awthority would be in -the line of
that sound morality which shrinks
from affording secure asylum +o the
awthor of a helmous crime. Agailn,
staturory provision might be well made
for what [s styled extradition by way
of itranait, whereby a fugltive surren-
dered- by wone foreign government to
arcther may he conweyed across tha
territory of the Unlted States #to the
Juriadictlon of the demanding etate. A
recommendation In this behalf, made n
the President's message of 1886, was
not acted upon, The matter Is present-
ed for your consl|deration.

SMUGGLING LEGISLATION.

The problem ©f the Mexican (ree
zone has been often discligsed with res
gard to its inconvenience a8 4 provo-
catlen of smuggllng into the Unkteg
States along =an  extenslve line and
thinly-guarded land border. The effort
made by the joint resalution of Mageh
1, 1895, to remedy the abuse dharged by
suspending the privilege of .free trans-
portatlon In bond across the tervitory
of the Unlted States to Mexicr failed
of good result asis stated v report No,
702 «of the House of Representatives,
submitted in the last sesslon, March
11, 1898. Asg the question Is.one o be
conveniently met by wise concurren:
legislation of the twao counirles looking
to the protection of the revénues by
harmonlous measures operating cqual-
1y on elther side of the boundary, rath-
cr than by conventional arrangemenits
I suggest that Congress consider the
Aadvisabllity of authorizing and invit-
Ing & oconference of representabives of
the dtrfasury departments of the United
States and Mextoo to consider the aub-
Ject iIn all its complex bearkngs and

make report, with pertinent recom-
mendatipns ¢o the Trepective govern:



