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tunities of deoing excellent service in
the advancement of Zion. No fairer or
more inviting field than they have be-
fore 3: em can be desired, We are
pl to chronicle that they have

made a good commencement, and we

> hope they will maintain their zeal and

courage and persevere; for the results
‘will be most glorious.
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FEMALE RELIEF SOCIETIES.

e —

F1E various Female Relief Societies of|

‘this eity have madetheir social parties
“a feature among the entertainments of
this winter. The Female Relief Socie-
ty of the Seventh Ward had a party in
the Music Hall, in the 14th Ward, on
Friday evening last, that was a very
ereditable and doubtless a very . remu-
perative affair. The 14th, 17th, 19th
and <0th Wards, and probably other

Wards, have algéo had their Female Re- |

lief Society parties, which have been
successful pecuniarily, and have afford-
ed much pleasure to all who have par-
tieipated in them. It has been with
wore than oidinary gratification that
we have  noticed the earnestness and
geal with which the ladies have taken
hold in theorganization and the carry-
?F&m}tnf the objects of these societies.
" inspiration which led President
Young to suggest the founding of such
associations, like everything else con-
mected with the plans for the advance-
ment and development of our ple
~and country, was most happy, e
.good that has already been, accom-
. plished by them is very great, and that
which can be performed in the future
‘isinealculable. There is & wide field
of usefulness open for the ladies to op:
erate in, and these organizations, in the
hands of wise, judicious and energetic
rsons, can be made very effective.

~ Much of the success of these institn:
tions is necessarily dependent upon the
-officers ehosen to preside over and man-
se them. Thisis the case in missions,
wards and every department of the
Church. If a president, bisbop, or
rrether officer im charge, is a caveléss,
“‘indolent man, with but little spirit or
life about him,the people are apt to par»

L]

take of that f-eling; aud so also if he i8|

the opposite of this. With unwise, ig-
norant persons to preside in Female Re-
lief Societies, they would soon degener-
ate into schools of scandal and much
misehief would be done by their tat-
sling. But with officers of broad advanc-
ed views, with high conceptions of the
good which it is in their power to ac-
complish, they can be made powerful
'agenciés in the elevation of their own
sex.and in the amelioration of ‘the cou-
dition of the poor in their vicinity. A
correctly governed Female Reliefl So-
eiety has it in its power to exert a con-
trolling influence in all matters per-
taining to the rearing and educating of

c¢hildren, to housekeeping, to the manu- |

facture of articles of dress, to fashijons,
and, in fact, everything that comes
within the range of woman’s duties and
labor. The health, moralsand manners
of their own sex, ought very properly
to claim the attention and considera-
tion of these Societies,

Already the idea is somewhat preva-
lent i:t:lmugaﬁuh?: yﬁ:‘mng ladies 'ihﬁt la-
bor is degr .. For a young lady to
€l lgn domestic pursuits is, inytha

opinion of such persons, unrefined and

anlady like. Young men begin tourge
as an excuse for not marrying that the
girls have too many expectations. They
want to begin married life with such an
outfit that few young men feel them-
- selves able to procure. Now, we do not
wish to be understeod as citing this ex-
euse as a justification for our young men

not marrying. We think the excuse
eontemptible, and no man of
proper spirit would urge it. But still

there may be some truth in the state-
ment. If there should be, the Female
Relief Societies have an opportunity to
. gorrect the erroneous idea. They can,
by their example and influence, dissi-
pate this absurd pride, and teach young
yadies that leisure .and indolence and

frivolous pursuits are neither lady-like .

nor refined, but that labor, and all exer-
tion which contributes to usefulnessand
inddapen dence, are ennobling and digni-
fied.

The ladies now have abuundant oppor-

and meet at this eity.
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THE UTAH PROBLEM.
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TrE Missouri Republican is troubled
about ‘‘the Utah Problem.,” It is not
the first time that it has been exercised
about that problem. Baut it thinks now
that the time for its solution is at hand.
overnment must study the Utah prob-
lem, it says, [as if it had not studied it]

'and solve it by diplomacy, or cutits

Gordian knot with the sword. The vast
lines of railway crossing the Plains from
the Atlantic and from the Paecific oceans
will converge in the valley of Balt Lake
The modern
Christianity and civilization which
have been dragged in past years by wea-
ry trains of emigrants to this point are
now to be borne here by the wings
of steam; the suddenness of its descent
upon us is to overwhelm us, ‘When
the railway shall have formed the iron
links whieh will bind this Territory to
the rest of the world, then the social
and theological barriers which have
fenced us.in, are, in the opinion of the
Republican, to be broken down. But it
does not think that all this is going to
be accomplished without some diffi-
culty. Itacknowledges that

“The men who have traveled three thou-
sand miles across the ocean, and as many

ideas ‘a local habitation and a name’ in
this oasis in the desert, are made of no com-
mon stufl, and inspired with no common
zeal. They

mouth Rock; and, howeyer gross the errors
of their creed, ordinary charity should in-
duce us to give them credit for sincerity
equal to that of their illustrious predeces-
sors, They have founded in Utah a theoc-
racy more stringent even than that which
once existed im New, Eﬂ,ﬁlmd' and they
have placed the reins of unlimited and irre-
sponsible power in the hands of a man
fully eapable of wielding it, and posscssing

" tbrains enough to be dangerous.

| . The article winds up with two very
\important, questions: “Will the Mor-
. mons themselves submit quietly to a
virtual annihilation of their religion?
And if they will not, must they be dri-
ven into exile er swept from the face of
the earth?’’

If any thing was wanting to satisfy
us as to where this article was written,
these two last questions would be sufli-
|leient to comvinee us beyond a doubt
that it was penned in Missouri. The
cold<blooded atrocity of the ideas em-
bodied in the queéstion:’ = **1f they will
tnot, must’ they be driven into exile or
swept from the face of the earth?”’ com-
ports 80 well with the murderous treat-
ment whieh the TLatter-day Saints
\received while in the State of Mis-
gouri | that we should pronounce
it: at sight to be  the .emanas
‘tion of a brain trained in the mobo-
| cratic school of Missouri. The Repub-
\lican talks with as much coolness about
in-
to exile,or sweeping them from the face
of the earth,as it would of Killing a nest
of prairie dogs. Lilburn W. Boggs
himself, the once-Governor of the State
of Missouri, held the rights and
lives of the Latter-day Saints re-
siding in the State of Missouri in
no greater contempt than does the fe-
publican. If such men had their way,
God-gserving, pure and humble people
would stand but a poor show in this
world. But God lives, and for the
knowledge that He does we are thank-
ful; for in view of that great truth such
men as the writer of this article, appear
but as motes in the sunlight.
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INTERCOURSE-WHAT IT IS DOING
FOR US.

]
1

For nearly thirty-nine years the elders
of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints have been traveling through-
out the world, speaking and publishing,
and in every possible way endeavoring
to make the principles of which they
were the advocates known to the pub-
lic. They have been successful in con-
vincing large numbers of the people of
various mnaijons of their truth, and
many of those converts have left their
native lands aud gathered sther in
this Territory. Yet, notwithstanding
these exertions, the true character of
our doctrines and the nature of our
church organization, have not been as

widely understood as might have been

'supposed, considering the prominence |

| statement was widely

more across the land, to give their peculiar

_ spring from preeisely the same
stock as the Puritans who landed on Ply-

—

which has, for so many years, been
given to them. This ignorance is trace-
able to the flood of falsehoods and mis-
representations concerning us whiech
has inundated our own country and
other lands where our elders have
Jabored. o
The most incredible stories about our
belief and praetices have obtained cir-
cu!at:gn and credence, and this course
of slander has been pursued go long
that many people have been almost
prepared to believe any horrible ac-
count that might be made public about
the people of Utah, 'We have been
told by gentlemen, who have visited
this city during the past few months
thatthey entertained the most absurd
ideas about the people of Utah and the
condition of society that existed here
until the commencement of the Pacific
railroad, when  their attention was
drawn to the people of the Territory,
and they sought for correct information
of us from trustworthy sources. It is
no lopger ago than Monday last that a
gentleman of more than ordinary intel-
ligence and knowledge of the world,and
himself a publisher, told us that until
the day previous, when he heard the
preaching in the Tabernacle, he had
supposed that the Latter-day Saints had
discarded the Old and New Testaments,
and did not base their faith u Pon them.
His opinion of us had been formed, as
the opinion of thousands of others flad
been,by reading the scurrilous and false
mgnrta put in circulation about us.
t is only a few years ago that the
circulated that
the females of this Territory were in the

| moat abject bondage, and that if any

form of deliverance were to present it-
gelf to them, they would gladly embrace
it to escape from their thraldom; also
that if any person were to attemptto
leave the Territory without permission,
they would meet a summary fate at the
hands of the Danites, or ﬂeatroiing
apgels. It was widely Leliaved in those
days that no letter came into or left the
Territory without being subjected to
scrutiny, and ifits contents did not suit,
it was suppressed. A thousand other
things, equnllfr improbable and ridicu-
loug, were believed
Utah, aund so firmly were men’s nds
imbued with them that no contradic~
tions of them had any eflect,
But what we failed to do by reason
and by making correct statements,time
and inecreased intercourse have accom-
plished. Our maligners are brazen-
faced, and do not hesitate at having re-
course to the most extravagant false-
hoods to bolster up their assertions;
but even they would hesitate in these
days to make such statements as

hoods of a different charaecter. '
| We have beenaccused of entertaining
objections to the railroad and of fearing
the effeet of its approach and comple-
tion. Nothing could be further from
the truth. We have published indis-
putable evidences that we were the
earliest advocates of the measure, and
looked forward with pleasing anticipa~
tions to the time when it would be in-
augurated. Already we begin to experi-
| ence some of the good effects which at-
tend its construction.
owerful auxiliary on our side, by mak-
ing us more widelyknown anu better un-
derstood. Formany years we have gone
to the world and tried to make known
to them what we believed and prac-
ticed, and the good results which such

would produce; but now the case is re-
versed, The world will come to us.
They will see us at home, and under
circumstances that cannot fail to im-
press the honest portion favorably. I¢
will be worth thousands of missionar-
ies to us—it will be more t than
hundreds of presses—it will do for us
what we have been long c:r{l:x to do
for ourselves—it mm owI.
Even the very s of the li

told about us and of the accusations
circulated against us, i8 now having a
good effect in our favor. There is such
a contrast between what they see and
what they have heard that visitors are
surprised, and the imrrmlnn made up-
on‘ them is more

would have been if they had been pre-
gl.red for the actual condition of af
fa The result, so far as we are
concerned, is not quesfionable.
Good mmust result to us from this
increased intercourse. The world will
understand us better than it has done,
and the effect of the lesson we are
teaching will not be lost upon it. There
is one of the most promising fields
opening before us for missionary labor
and the circulation of our works

| that bas ever been

‘own people

about the people of

\Feb. 24.

presented to the
church from its organization until
pow. We have, mingled with ouar
‘each Sunday, an audience
of strangers that, if assembled to hear
an elder in any place where he might
be laboring as a missionary, would
gladden his heart, and they listen with
an attention that, to ax' elder under such
circumstances, would be rich with
m mise of an abundant harvest of souls.

he seed sown will, doubtless, find a
lodgment in many a heart, and yet

germinate and bring forth fruit.

There may be many who wil/l come
here that will look at everything they
see thr prejudiced eyes; of course

the effect of 2 visit upon such persons
will be likely to make them more bit-
ter. Butwe hope better things, and we
think with reason, of honest

masses who will flock here, and we are
decidedly of the opinion that what the

world ecall ‘“Mormonism’ is about to
take a great stride in advance,
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POSTMARKING STAM 'S,

WE received about our usual number of
letters from the Post Office this morn-
ing, and seeing a number of them had
either mo 'post mark on them or the
name of the post office written with a
pen, we had the curiosity to eount how
many there were of that kind, and found
that there were no less than fifteen, and
all these buttwo were from different
offices. How many offices there are
in the Territory that have no stamp we
do not. know; but from the number of
unstamped letlers that we receive we
suppose they are quite numerous,

n our issue of Deec. 29th last we pub-

lished a leading article on ‘‘New Postal
Regulations,” in which we called the

attention of Postmasters throughout
the Territory to a new regulation on the
subject of postmarking stam A. N.
Zevely, Third Assistant Postmaster
General, publishes over his own signa-
ture, in the United States Mail that

“Phe Postmaster General has modified
the existing regulation so as to allow circu-

| lar postmarking stamps to ALL Post Offices,

and Postmasters not now furnished should
at once apply for such stamps to the First
Agsistant Postmaster General.”’

Postmasters can get these postmark-
ing stamps free by sending to Washing-
ton for them, and if they continue to
send letters from their offices without
any stamp upon them to indicate where
they are mailed, or with the names of
the offices written upon them, the con-
clusion will very likely be arrived at
that they are too careless to avail them-

ed | selves of the stamps by writing to the
current and were believed about us ten First Assistant Postmaster General for
ears ago. *They know they would not |
believed, unless by some very ignor- |
ant person. ‘They, therefore, take re-

them.
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ZION’S CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION-

fuge in misrepresentations and false-

IMPORTANT MEETING TO-DAY.

AT a meeting of the President and

| Board of Directors of Zion’s Co-opera-

tive Institution, held at noon to-day, in
the office of Eldridge & Clawson, ar
important decision was arrived at. At
the last meeting of the Board a commit-

It is proving a

a system of doctrines ‘as we taught

tep of three—H. B. Clawson, H. W.
Naisbitt and John Needham—were se-
lected to make inguiries about renting
a suitable building, or buildings, and
purchasing a stock of goods with which
to commence business., At the meeting
to-day this committee made their re-
port, in which was embodied the prop-
ogitions of various merchants, all of
which, without exception, were exceed-
ingly liberal. It gave the committee
great pleasure to re ort, and the Pres-
ident and Board of Directors to hear,
these propositions, as they were as

avorable than it

fair as could be asked, After the with-
drawal of the committee the Board had
a full interchange of views, and a mo-

ﬁ:ﬂril; was made and carried unanimously
a

“The present commi Hiram B, Claw-
son,Henry W.Naisbitt and John Needham,
continue their laborg and thoro ex-
amine the various stocks of goods have
been, or mczharm be, offered for sale
to Zion’s Wholesale Co-operative Instito-
tion,and ascertain the exact terms on whieh
they can be purchased, and purchase the
same or any portion thereof that they may
deem suitable; also rent suitable b
for stores and forthwith start the whol
bugneqa,kand e;]ltgi t.heh]'lidautghmaiﬂ-
ants, clerks and other help &8 iheéy ma
need, and make a report of their proeeei
ings from time to time as the Board may
require.”

All who have the interest of this en-
terprise at heart, will be gratified to
learn that active steps have been taken
to commence business with the Parent
Co-operative Store immediately. There
has been some delay about starting this
institution, and some may have been
disappointed thereat; but there have



