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DISOOTURERE

WPISTLE ERISTLS SHOW,

DELIVERED

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lak  City
Friday afternoon, (Annual Con-
JSerence), April 8, 1883,

EEPORTIED BY QIBES AKD IRVINE,

If the Lord give me strength to
make myself heard, Iehall feel it a
pleasure to cecupy 8 little time {his
afternoon, accorded to me by my
prethren.

1 feel to express unto my Heaven-
1y Father, and to my brethren and
the people, my gratitude for their
prayers and faith abd for the blem-
inge of God to me in permitting me

. to appear before you on this occa-
sion, and to feel the degree of health
snd strength which is vouchsafed
to me, thus enabling me to continne
my efforte end labors with my
brethren and the people of God. For
soma two or three months my
heaith haa not been of such & na-
ture that I could labor with the sat-
fafection which has attended me
heretofore; and I fully realize what
Elder Woodraff sald this morning
ooncerning the aged Elders of Isra-
el paselng away, aod that the re-
sponsibiiity and labor of bearing off
tEia kingdom will soon rest upon
the generation which s growing up
in our midet, upon whom will de-
volve the work of carrying the Gos-
pel to those who bave not heard it
among the nations of the earth, and
gathering Israel and establishing
Zion spd bollding up and maintain-
ing the Kingdom of cur God upon
the oarth, which ' must be done
throngh faith, by rlghteons_sness, and
by defending and maintaining the
ri’éhts of man and the liberty and
freedom which (Aod has ordained for
the welfare of all flesh, for the pro.
tecticn and blessing of the human
family, and which it has been His
purpoze to establish and maintain
npon thls Ametlcan continent. Lat-
ter-day Baints, especially those
who have grown up with this peo-
ple, as I hsve done from
my childhood, and witnessed
the manifestations of the overruling
providence of God in guiding the
deatinies of thia people, inspiring
His servanta who have led and di-
directed the movements of this
great people, and in defending them
and fAghting their battles by the
sword of His Spirit, and the fnvisi-
ble powers that have labored with
us and for us—I zay to those who
are nble to sese mnd comprehend
these things, 1t is clear and plain
that God has had His eyo npon this
American continent as the place
whetc He first commenced His great
work on the earth, where the great.
est manifestations of His power
were exhibited in the days of the
fathers before the flood, when the
fathers were gathered in the valley
of Adam-ondi-Ahman and received
their lastinstructions and blessin
from Father Adam, the Palriarc
of this earth, and whete Eunoch
gathersd hig peopls and established
Zion, and where Noah preached
righteousness 10 the people aud pre-

red the ark of safety, and where
Ee has determined ultimately to
patablish His Zion and gather to-
gether Hls people, establish, maln.
taln and defend His government
and the Priothood whioh He has re.
vealed for the ealvation of the hu-
man family, where He will bring
again Zion that He has taken away,
even the Zlon of Enoch; for when
He shall bring agaln Zion, says the
Prophet,the Lord will appesr in His
lery. And He hzas long been la-

their necks; they vied with each
other in this labor of love from
porth tp south, from east to west, in
al! the colonies which were eatly
lanted wpon thls contipent, The
rd guided_ their labors to a suo-
cesafal scue, tesalting in freedom
from the tyranny of the effete gov-
ernments of the old world; He di- |
rected the combioed eflorte and
labora of those men In consolidating
the reéult of -their Iabors and fram-
ipg thesyatem of government un-
der which we are now permitted to
live,

[At this polnf parl of the congre-
gation moved from the body of the
Tabernacle to the gallery caulsing a
stay in the proceedings. Quietness
having been obtalned the speaker
continned.]

I wae saying that God our Heaven -
Jy Father had moved spon the na-
tions and esent out from the nations
of the 0}d world streants of emigra-
tion to the new world who were
panting for freedom and liberty,and
who struggled to burst the bsnds
with which they were bownd, and
the yoke trom off their necks, end
were striving to leatn how to ba free.
And in penetrating the new world
and its wilds, and in grappling
with and overcoming’the difficulties
attending the forming of new set.
tlements and planting colonles in
the new world, they Jearmed lhe
value of freedom, and thereiore
atudied to preserve it; and they lab.
ored to establish 8 form of govern-
ment under which It might e main-
talned. In all these works and
labors we discern an overruling pro-
vidence, and manifestatiors of the
mercy and loving kindness of (od
to Hie people, and the revelations of
His Spirit imparted, 1o a greater or
less degree, unto the wise and patri-
otic fathers of onr country, who
were thus enabled to unite upon the
best form of government existing
among men,or which, perhsaps, ever
has existed,unless it has been those
which God himself directly revealed
through the Patriarchs and Proph-
ets of older timez. But ko far asany
political organizstions of govern-
ment upon this earth the Repubii-
ean or Democratic form of govern-
ment established in these United
Btates (the foundations of which
were laid by our fathers over a hun-
dred years ago),48 the best caleulat-

therein, and of Jearning how to ap-
ply them fo cnreelves, to our chil-
dren,and to our fellowmen wlko
are willing to be governed thersby;
‘study them that we may also learn
how to use them in suppressing tyr.
anty, misrule and other evils that
affect mankind; for God has ordain-
ed this form of government {n this
age of the world, and bas chosen His
own lostraments to forther His
-IQ'Pea_.t purpozes on the earth~-—~ths or-
gunization of his Chuareh, the pro-
¢lamation of the everlssting Gospel,
the establishment of His Zion, and
bringing to pass His wonderfal
works which He predicted by the
moutiis of the ancfent Prophots,
And this political eystem and order
of governtient i# a power in His
hands established, precerved and
defended thus far by Him, which
He will continue to use as long ==
the peopleare worthy of it, as tong
a8 they will maintain their integrl-
ly, uprightness nud virtue; and st
no time will the Latter-day aints,
88 a peopls, ever stand approved be-
fore Giod in violating those prinei-
ples or elackening their efforts to
muintain aed defend them. They
are closely allied to the teachings of
the ancient Prophsts and Aposties,
to the doctriner, piactlces and teach-
mgs of the Bavior and Hia diaalples,
and they are the best mesns and
alds of extending and promoting
those pringiples on theearth. What-
ever rome may huve thought of the
mal-idwlnistritlon In our govern.
ment and of the eflorts of individuals
and someilmes of large factions, to
abridge the rights ot the people,and
of their hlind zeal and efforts to
teach the Latter-day Sainte, and to
etamp out the religion we profess—
whatever may have been thought
of the efforts of such individuals,
cligues, or factions, and of thelr wat-
fare agaluet ue; “and who in that
waifare irataple under fool consii-
totional provisions of cur Govern-
ment undermine the foundations
upon which it rests—we mustnover
In ouor feelings charge - any of
thece thinge Lo this system of gov-~
exnment, or to the prinolples ennn-
ciated ia the Conslitution, whicn
we are commanded to observe and
keep. We must charge it alwaya
where it belongs—ta the bigotry,ihe
ignorance, the reifishness, mmbi-

ed to promote the objects sooght,
and to maintain the rights of man,
and the guarantees of religions and
pelitical freedom, of apy form of
government known to mankind.
But that it or any othet form, in
this imperfect and sinful world, Is
altogether perfect in not to be ex-
pected, and therefore cannot endure
for ever. Bnt we regard {he present
form of government of this nation
a3 embodying the greatest apiount of
virtue and principles best calculated
to malntain and preseive the rights
of man.

In the early history of this Church
a revelation was given through the
iophet Joeeph in which the people
are ¢commarded to obrerve the Con-
stitutional laws of the land, and to
uphold by their votes and suatain
upright and honorable men o ad-
minister them; which &zlso atated
that He had ingpired the fathers to
establish this form of government
for the good and henefit of myem, I
will read a tew parsgraphs found on
the 3424 page of the Mocirlpe and
Covenants, new edition:

And now, verlly, I =ay unto you -
ing the l]aw;] %;ﬁeblgend. ltu;s dl’;xy q:irl:lcfgt
my peopla sho observe thin.
wgawoeverlcommnnd thom; e .
And that law of tho land which i3 conatity-
tional, supporting that prinolple of freedom
in mainaining rights and privileges, helongs
z a8l mankind, and 18 Justifidble before

¢5

Therefore, 1, the Lord, Justify you and yo
brothien of my Churoh, in béffie:ding Jhat
lﬁ:d_whmh is the coustitutlonsl law of the

gorlng in Hl= own marvellons man-
ner among the natlons of the earth,
turning and overturning, to bring
to pass His purposes and to gather
together elect; and He has
moved upon the oppres:sd of many
lands and climes—ihose who sought
for enlarged freedom and liberty and
whoss minds reached out for more
light and more truth, and whoze un-
derstandings were expanded—to ga-
ther apon this American continent,
and implanted in the hearts of our
fathers a Iove of freedom and liberty

and equal rights. He led them
through  schools  of  oppres-
gion. 'They passed thrcugh many

difficulties, and indured the rule of
tyrants. ‘They bore oppreasion ang
suffered until they learned how to
appreciate freedom and liberty, and
how to detest misrule, tyranny and
oppresglon; they struggled to buret
the shackles that bound the human
soul; they atruggled for freedom of
thought, of epeech, of action; they
struggled unitedly to burst the
bonds, to break the Fyoke, from off

»
And 54 pertalning tothe law ¢f man, whit-
s?ifer 18 moro Or itss than these, cometh of

e
I the Lord God, make you free, therofore
Yo are fiee mdoed;' 8ud the 8w alke maketh
FJou free.
Neveriheless, whey tho wicked ' the peo-
P borsiore, b
T0l0re, ' hopest men, and wise men
should be sought for dlngon't.ly, unid good men
g?h% ;‘Yvial:et?vehz; 'gge should observe to uphcid;
o ver I8 less than theeo eow-

I deem it of much imyportance t1
these princlgles shonldpobe well l:;t
derstood and thorcughly Impressad
upont the minds of the Latter.g

tion and blind zesal of Ignorant and
corrapt politicians, their aiders and
abbetlors, and &]! this should only
zerve to make us try more earnestly,
anXiously and faithfully to combat
such efforta upon constitutional
grounus, calllug upon God to help
us therein.

We were told this morning by
Brother Woodrafi—quoting  the
word of the Lord given through the
Prophet Joseph Bmith concerning
the promises He has madeto His
people— that in 28 much as we will
be true to owrselves, true to God,
true to our covenants and toour
holy religiop, that He wili Aght our
battles, defend and maintain outr
cause, make it triumph and flourish,
80 that the wicked shall have no
power to prevall agalnst us. These
promises hava oft been repeated to
us, and last Qotocber we- Lad a re-
newal of this assurance and this
promite ijn the word of the Lord
given unto us throngh His servant
Prepjdent John Taylor, and at a
time and pericd, too, when many in
our mid:t were weakening and their
klLees were beginning to tremble &
litile, and there were others who
were inclined to faller and doubt,
and fesr was upon. sowe, Qur
enemies—especially the bigot, the
hy pocrite, the demagogue, the polit.
leal quacks of the country—rejoiced,
thinking that they were succeeding
in their efforts to weave webs

around us, to forge fefters for our
feet and yckes to place Upon our
necke, rnd to lash us into obedienoce
to them, But the great majority of
the Latter-day Saints were ¢alm in
their teelings a3 & summer’s morn-
ing, trusting as they have ever done
in the promisee of Gou, ingpired
with faith and hope in his gverrul-
idg providence; and while we were
doing what we might do roperly
under the Constitution andpmstitu-
tions of our country for the main.
tainance of our freedom and liberty,
lesving the rest with God,exerciaing
faith in His promises, conlinuing to

ray for His blessing to attend our of-

8alnts throughout the world, and

orts aud to hedge up the ways of onr

especially thore dwelling upon

Arerlean Continent ang wi!l)hi.utt%]g
pale of this government, that they
may Implant in the hearts of our
children a love of freedom and hu-
man rigits, and a desire to preserve
them, and to aid in maintaining
and defending them in all Jawfuj
and proper ways; and to study the
consiituticnal Jawa of the land, and
make others acquaintes with them:

enemies, yet weo have waited calmly
for the resnlt of the promises of GQod,
and the answer te cur prayers and
the fulfilment of those thipga that
have been apoken tous;aud how
aignally have we seen them fulfll]-
ed. We have geen the very moasns
which the enemies of this people
have devised and intended for their
enslavement become before us ns

knowing the princlples contaln

chafl, aa thorne orackling under thy
Pot, 28 & broken yoks t‘o ba nged to

I
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erty, In former tlmes tho efforts
that have been made Ia Congrexe
and out of Congress to presa the re-
preseatatives of the people to hos-
tile and unconstitutional Jegirlation
a6 a means to help religious higots
to suppress the doctrines of Christ,
the ordinances of life and ealvatlon,
the rule and reign of righteousness
among the people of God—1I eay, in
thelr efforfs to reach our religious
principies and faith, and the exer-
ciee of thore principles under that
faith, and to crush it out from the
earfh—In their efforts to do eo, they
have moved upon statesmen to vio-
Iate the Consatitution of our country
and the nrinciples of human free-
dom on which our government has
been founded in order to aceomplish
this porpore. But all {hose who
have thus stultlfied themselves be-
fore the world, and before the heav-
ens, and bave done violence to their
oath of (office and to the
Consthtution, to the rights of man,
ang to the principles of freedom ond
liberty, have weakens !, have gone
dowp, ths aceptre of their power has
fallen from their grasp, they have
been dishonored before the hesvens
and before their pecple a8 a ru'e,
and sconer or later we will wilnzes
others going down into the pit of
forgetfuiners sa their predece:zeors
have done., For the Lord has de-
oreedit. And to-day the young
men of Israel who are aseembling in
thelr Improvement Aesociations in
all the Btakesof Zion, in ell the
Wards and eettlementa of the
ple throughout the land, and In thelr
quorum meeting=, and in thelr po

liticel asremblles, are all learning
and cultivating theee prinelples of lib=
erty in their minds, introducing and

ey

kindlo the f£ires of freedom and lib-| and empergre, presldents and states.

men, judges and ali officers of the
law, will be held responsible for thy
adminisiration of the power reposed
in them. And if, while acting of.
ficially; they dieregard the!r oath g
offics and violate the prinociples shy
should govern them, they hecoms
gullty of mal-adminiztration, ang
w1ll be held accountable unto Gog,
and should be strictly accountablk
to the people who place them i
power. Bu! every Individusl, in &
individual capacity,will be held an.
swerable to God for all his acta of
whataosver character, and so far a
in the exercize of that agency, men
trespass upen the rights of their fel
low-men they must be held anawer
able to their fellow.men for euch
trespass and wrong. And for (hi
pufpozs human government iz in
stituted, approved by the people, t
hold each other responsible unfy
each other or unto the community,
for the abuse of their freedon
and liberty, and for thia purpon
lnwe are enacted snd juoge
provided to Judge nccording to ihe
law, and towiminister the lnw whe
it becomes mnecessary to punly
tranegresacrs. And (fod has con
wanded w3 jn the revelation whid
He gave to us, that in case Chure
membere viola'e a law of the Isnd
they thall te delivered up to Ie
dealt with according to thelaw o
the Iand; that }f they shall mur
der, rab or Biesl, or eommit purjury
or uny other erime of which the lay
of the land takes congizance, they

.| 8hall be delivered up to be deslt with

fir thelr offence. But that for all
manner of iniguity they ehall be de
livered up {o the law of God to I»
dealt with aceording to the law «

unto you, as the laws of God,

extending thew among the rising
generation, the rona of Zion, and not
only the zong, but the daughters
that are coupled with the sone, the
wives that are coupled with the
husbands, {n this Iabor of Jove, the
ptrugele for ths maintensnce of
freedom pud lberty. Itia = rource
of satisfaction to me that the
Liord has moved npon His servants
and the Legislatnte of our Territory
to be among the first to lead thevan
of humen progress in the extension
of the eloctive franchice to women
8s well as men, and to recognize the
freedom aad lberty which belongs
to the falrer tex as well as the stern-
er; for the Gospel teaghes that xll
things are to be done among us by
common coasent; and the Prophet
Joeeph commsanded and introduced
in our midst the custom we are fol-
lowing to-dey, that of presenting to
all the congregations of Istsel, atroar
General Conferences, and ohr local
or Sf{ako Conferences, ths General

Authorities of the Church, to
be Jjustifiad or condemned by
the ~voice of the people, to

be upheld apd sustained by the
contidence, faith and prayers of the
pecple; or otherwize to be reproved
by the votes of the peopls for their
misdeeds or mal-administration.
These arethlugs continuslly before
the people, 38 well as the revelations
which (dod hae given unto us, and
which aro written and teug'it in our
Babbath echools and public gather-
ings, and to all who come within
the sgope of theze instructions, viz.,
& love of freedom and liberty.

The leaders of this people are
charged with being blind, leaders of
the blind; and the people are charg-
ed with belng bﬁnd, led by the
blind, Ideny the charge and brend
it fulse, We know and understand
perfectly thatourleadets are neither
blind nor aze the people blind. On
thecontrary, we have recelved the
light, the light of truth, the light of
God. We have come to the under-
standing éhat every soul of man,
both male.and femaile, high anc
low, is ths offsprting of God, that.
their spirits are immortal, eternal,
intelligent beinge, and that their
entity depends upon their agenoy
and independent sctisn, which is
ueither tramelled by Qod himeel!

nor allowed to be restrained by any
of His creatures with His sanction
and approval; that the whole theory
of Guu’s rule and goverument in
heaven and on eatth is founded wp-
on thiz principle of agency-—:elf,
independent action. And if is upon
the free and independent exercice of
this agency theat the deciee of God ia
founded, that all men shall be Judg-
€d g¢2ording tothe deedadone in the
body, nons having it in his power to
8§ that he was not at Hberty to ex-
ercieo thie sgency untramelled.

Bo far ns reliles to the adminls.
tration of government and the ex-
erclze of politicsl power, or the ex-
erciee of apy manner of influence,
—political, religious or social—every
man and every woman,will be held

accountsble to God for the manner
in which they exerclss if, Ilings

God; and thorw laws which are gh;il

your government in the QCtur
muast be treated as sach. And il
becomes our duty as good Sainta, &
those that are bound together by
the ties and in the fellowehip of the
Giospe),aa those that have covenant.
ed to rerve God and to keep his com.
mandments, to work rightcou.ly
and to deal Justly one with anaother,

that if we violate the principks of

the Gospel and the Inws which @ud

has given unto ue, that we shall te
delivered up to the judgces in Laad,
and the Teachers shall labor with

bs directed earnestly to thers
formuntion and repexztance of all par-

| sons that have done wiong snd done

violence to the feelinge, faith and
fellowship of their brethren and:
ters. Amnd for every manber of e
shall they be held accountabie unle
the Councils of the Church, to i
Bishops who are coromor judg
lerael; and to tbe High Cound
And though we may succeed
winning them to repentance, aud

they turn away from evil and wi
do £0 no more, and succeed in el
ing the eympaihy and forgivenes
of their brethrens, still, if thcy have
violated a law of the land, they
must ba made pubject to Lhat law,
and to endure the penslty. And if
they pay the penalty with patience,
which |s but the legitimate framita
and testimony ¢f genuine ropent-
v nce, ealisfying all ithut they appre.
ciste their wrong aud determine to
do 80 no more, when the penalty i
pald, they may with reneowed deter.
mination begin to serve their Ga,
and prove to their brethren tha
their repentance was genuine 8od
sincere. And althongh we SieTe
quired to forgive al! men, God sayeé
that He reserves to Himself the
right t0 forgive whomesoever He
will, becavse he searches sl hesris
snd knows, a3 we cannot Enow,hos
far their repeniance i3 genuine, and
how far they ought to bs for
given. 4

It is important that we,as Latte:
day 8alnte, underastand whaf God
Teguires of us towards each otherin
the Church of Chriat, and also what
He requizes of us towards the State.
For the constitutional laws of the
land, are for the prategtion of the
rights of all flesh; the libertles o
Balnts sz well as those of sinners.
And if sinners ¢an afford to dishgnat
the Iaw, eurely Halnte cannoj
neither can they justify othsrs in#
doing; neither can Saints atfrd 0
overnde tho laws of God or to wik
&t othera who may do so,

God will not bold us fzuliless I
wodo. Herequires us as Elders, 8
Apostles, as Presidents, gs Bishops
&3 Beventier, as parents, fo tesch
(wherever it 18 our prerogative and
duty,) correct principles, and ot
serve them ourzelves and seek o et
force them upon othera. And it ¥
notalone the duty of High Councilt
and Presldents of Btakes, and of
Eishops and their Counselots i
iabor o correct the errors of the ped-

ple, bnt it is the duty of every Elder,
High Priest and Beventy—gnd ef-

sach, and their labois of love shwf
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