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if the lord give merae strength to
make myself heard I1 shall feel it a
pleasure to occupy a little time this
afternoon accorded to me by my
inethrenbrethren

I1 feel to express unto my heaven-
ly father and to my brethren and
the people my gratitude for their
prayprayerserbena and faith and for the bless-
ings of god to me in permitting me
to appear before you on thisthia occa-
sion and to feeleel the degree ofhealth
and strength which is vouchsafed
to me thus enabling me to continue
my efforts and labors with my
brethren and the people of god for
some two or three months my
health hashab not been of such a na-
ture that I1 could labor with the bat-
is

sat-
isfactionis which has attended me
heretofore and I1 ailyfullytully realize what
elder woodruffBaldsaid this morningg
concerning the aged elders of isra-
el passing away and that the re-
sponsibilitys and labor of bearing 0offtristhis kingdom will soon rest upon
the generation which is growing up
in our midst upon whom will de-
volve the work of carrying the gos-
pel to those who have not heard it
among the nations of the earthearthy and
gathering israel and establishing
zion and building up and maintmaintain-
ing

ainz
the kingdom of our god upon

the earth which r must be done
through faith by righteousness and
by defending and maintaining the
rights of man and the liberty and
fresdorn which god has ordained for
the welfare of all flesh fonfor the pro
lection and blessing of the human
family and which it has been his
purposesetobetoto establish and maintain
upon this american continent lat
ter day saints especially those
who have grown up with this peo-
ple nsas I1 havohave done from
my childhood and witnesseded
the manifestations of the overruling
providence of god in guiding the
destinies of this people inspiring
his servants who have led sadand dldi
directed the movements of this
great deoppeoplee and in defending them
and fightingt ng their battles by the
sword of Hhisis spirit and the invisi-
ble powers that have labored with
us and for us I1 say to those who
are able to see and comprehend
thesa things it isIB clear and plain
that god has had his eyoese upon this
american continent as the place
wherewhore hefe first commenced his great
work on the earth where the great-
est manifestations of his power
were exhibited in the days of the
fathers before the floodsflood when the
fathers were gathered in the valley
of adam ondi ahman and received
their last instructions and blessings
from eatherfather adam the patriarch
of this earth and where enoch
gathered his people and established
zion and where noah preached
righteousness to the people and pre-
paredaredsred the ark of safety and wherejehe has determined ultimately to
establish hishib zion and gather to-
gether his people establish main-
taintainlain and defend nianis gOVgovernmenteMMent
and the which he has re
healed for the salvation of the hu-
man family where he will bring
again zion that he has taken away
even the zion of enoch for when
he shall bring again zion bays the

lord will appear in his
gloryglory and he has longv been la-
boring inbishil ownowl marvellousmarcellousmarvellous man-
ner among the nations of the earth
turning and overturning to bring
to pass hisbis purposes and to gathergathen
together his elect and he has
moved upon the of many
lands and climes those whoho sought
for enlarged freedom and liberty and
whose minds reached out for more

moremone truth and whose un
were expanded to ga-

ther upon this american continent
and implanted in the hearts of our
fathers a lovoiove of freedom and liberty

audnudmidwid equal nightsrights he led them
through schools of oppres-
sion they passed through many

and endured the rule of
tyrityrants they bore oppression and
suffered until they learned how to
appappreciate freedom and liberty and
how to detest misrule tyranny and
oppression they struggled to burst
the shackles that bound the human
soulsoui they struggledstraggled forfoi freedom of
thought of speech of action they
struggled to burst the
bonds to breakbreake the yoke from

their necks they viedaled with each
other in thiathib labor of love from
north to bouthsouth from east to west in
all the colonies which were early
plantedcanted upon this continent the
lordurd guided their labors to a suc-
cessful issue resulting in freedom
from the tyranny of the effete gov-
ernmentsern mentsmenti of the old world he di-
rected the combined efforts and
labors of those men in consolidating
the result of theirthein labors and fram-
ing the system of government un-
der which we arearc now permitted to
live

at thisthia point part of the congre-
gation moved from the body of the
tabernacle to the gallery causing a
stay in the proceedings quietness
having beene ob tamedobtained the speaker
continued 3

I1 was saying that god our heaven
lyy father had moved upon the na-
tions and senttent out from the nations
of the old world streamsandsards of emigra-
tion to the new world who were
panting for freedom and libertlibertyyandjand
who struggled to burst ththee bands
with which they were bound and
the yoke from off their necks and
were striving to learn how to be free
and in penetrating the new world
and its wilds and in grappling
with and overcomingthethetho difficulties
attending the forming of new betlet
tletiements and planting coloniescolocoio alesalea in
shenewthe new world they learned the
value of freedom and therefore
studied to preserve it and they lab-
ored to establish a form of govern-
ment under which I1itt might beemainomainmain-
tained in allail thosethese works and
labors we discern an overruling pro-
videncevi and manifestations of the
mercy and loving hinkinkindnessdriess of god
to hibhia people and the revelnevelrevelationsaliona of
his spirit imparted to a greater or
less degree unto the wise and patri-
otic fathers of our country who
were thus enabled to unitounite upon the
bestbeat form of government existing
among menor which perhaps ever
has it hashaq been thorethose
which god himself directly revealed
through the patriarchs nindand proph-
etsets of older times but so far as any
political organization i of govern-
ment upon this earth the republi-
can or democratic form of govern-
ment established in these united
states the foundations of which
were laid by our fathers over a hun-
dred years agoeffakoago issiff the best calculat-
ed to promote the objects boughsoughtt
and to maintain the rights of man
andland the guarantees of rreligiouse and
political freedom of any form of
government known to mankind
but that it or any other form in
this imperfect and sinful world laIs
altogether perfect laIs not to be ex-
pected anuana therefore cannot endure
fortor ever but we regardlegard the present
form of government of this nation
as embodying the greatestamount of01
virtue and principles best calculated
to maintain and preeprebeiveelvo the rights
of man

in the early history of this church
a revelation was given through the
propheti joeephjoseph in which the people
are commanded to observe the con-
stitutional laws of the laudslandsland and to
uphold by their votes and sustainupright and honorable inenmen to ad-minister them which also
that he had inspired thetho fathers to
establish this form of government
for the good and benefit of man 1
will read a few paragraphs found on
the page otof the doctrine aneantand
covenants now edition

andana now verily I1 eay unto you concern-ing ghebho laws of the land it la my trill thatmy people should observe tto do allah thineswhatsoeverwh MeVermover I1 command themthe
and that law orof thetha land vach la13 constitu-tional 6uP POrting thauthat principle orof freedominmalmaimaintaining rights and privileges belongsbelom 3to all mankindanlandilundi and is15 Junjustifiabletiblelible beforeme
Thereaher tometore 1I thetholord 1 tiryyou and yourbretbrothlenblen of my church la bear ending thaithallaw which Js13 thothe law orof thethidland
and asaa pertaining to tho law ofcf man whit

boever laIs mmmore or lesslem A these cometh ofctedtlevih
1 thothe lordldL d god make you freesree therthereforeetoreye are free indeed andund thetha law asoaeoaleo adethyou freetree
neverthelessN liei1201 Msi when tho wicked nilenabe tho peopie mourn
wherefore honest menmeng and wise menshould bo boughtsought for diligently and good menandaland also menerieli yoye should observe hotlbollto upholdupheldotherwise whatsoever Is tewmew thathan thosethese colncoon

I1 deem it of much importance thatthese principlespleaples should be well un-derstoodderdere toodstood and thoroughly imbresimpressedzdupon the mindsminda of the latter daysaintssainta throughout the worldworlds andespecially those dwelling upon thiathisamericamerican continent and within thepalepaie of thisthia government that theymay implant in the hearts of ourchildren a love of freedom and hu-man ha-man rights and a desire to preserve
them endand to nidaid in maintaining
and defending them in all lawful
and proper ways and to study the
constitutional lawsjaws of the land andmake others acquainted with themknowing the principles3 contained

therein and of learning how to ap-
ply them to oureours elveeive to our chil-
dren and to our feplowmen who
areate willing to bobe governed thereby
study them that we may also leaiealearnM
how to use them in suppressing tyr-
anny misrule and other evils that
affect mankind for god has ordain-
ed this form of government in this
age of the world and has chosen hisown instruments to further hisgreat purposespur poes on the earth tha or-
ganization of his church the pro-
clamationcla mation of the everlasting gospel
the establishment of his zion and
bringing to fasspass hia wonderful
works which he predicted by themouths of the ancient prophets
and this political system and order
of government lais a power in hishandsbands established preserved and
defended thus far by him whichhe will continue to use a long asthe people are worthy of it as longiongas they will maintain their integri-
ty uprightness audarld virtue and ratt
no time will the latter day bainsainbainests
as a people ever stand avprovedapproved be-
fore god in violating those princi-
ples or slackening their efforts to
maintain and defend them theyare closely allied to the teachings of
the ancient prophets and apostles
to the doctrinedoctrines practices and teach-
ings of the savior and hibufa disciples
and thothetheyy are thothe best means and
aids ofdf extending and promoting
those principles on the earth what-
ever pomebome may have thought of the
maimal in our govern-
ment and of the efforts of individuals
and sometimes of laraefarge factions to
abridge the rights of the
of their blind zeal and efforts to
reach the latter day saints and to
stamp out the religion we profess
whatever may have been thought
of the efforts of buchsuch individuals
cliques or factions and of their war-
fare against u and who in that
warfare trample under foot conall
notionaltotional provisions of our govern-
ment undermine the foundations
upon which it rests we must novernever
in our feeling i charger any of
these things to thisthia system of gov-
ernmenternment orof to the principles enun-
ciated inia the constitution which
we are commanded to observe and
keepkiep wevve must charge it always
where8 it belongsbc to the b gotrytheI1 th
ignorance the abbluontion andhind blind zeal of ignorant and
corapir polita clans their a alders andabbetabbot torbtors and all this onlyon y
serveberve to makeake us try more earnestly
anxiously and faithfully to combat
such efforts upon constitutional
grounds calling upon god to help
us therein

we were to d this morning by
brother woodruff quoting the
word of the lord given through the
prophet joseph smith concerning
the promises he has mamadedetollisto hisris
people that in as much asaa we will
be true to ourselves true to god
true to our covenants and to our
holy religion that hohe will fight our
battles defend and maintain ourouicausecauses make it triumph and flourish
so that the wicked shall have no
power to prevail against us thesepromises hava oft teendeen repeated to
us and last october we had a re-
newal of this assurance and this
promise lain thetho word of the lordgiven unto us through his servant
prudent john taylor and at a
time and period too when many in
our midst were weakeningwakening undand their
knees were beginning to tremble a
little and there were others who
were inclined to falter and doubt
and fear wagwas upon omesomeL ouroar
enemies espe claby the bigotbigots the
hypocrite the demagogue the polit-
ical quacks of the country rejoiced
thinking that they were succeedingin their efforts to weave webs
around us to forgeforgo fetters for our
feet and yokes to place upon our

cutand to lash us into obedience
0 o them but the great majormalonmajorityty of
the latter day saints were calmcaim in
their feelings asaa a bummerssummersbumsum mera morn-
ing trusting asaa they have ever donein thothe promises of god inspired
with faith andeind hope in his overrunover rulrui
edg providence and while wowe were
doing what we might do properlyproperty
under the constitution and institu-
tions of our country for the main

nanceoance our freedom and liberty
leaving thethereatresnes with

1 faith in hlahis promises continuing tto
pray for his blesbiesblessingqingaing to attend our ef-
forts and to hedge up the ways of our
enemies yet wowe have waited calmly
for the result of thepromises of god
and the answer to our prayers andthe fulfillmentfulfilmentfulfui dIment of those things thatthai
have been spoken to usun and how
signally have we seen them fulfill-
ed we have seen the very mans
which the enemies of thisthia peoplehave devised and intended for their
enslaveenslavementment become before usua njaa
chaff as thorns crackling under thepot as a broken yoksok to bab used to

handlo the firestires of freedom and lib-
erty in former times tho efforts
that have been mada laja Concongressgrebsgrees
and out of congress to press the re-
presentativespresenta tives of the people to hos
tile and unconstitutional legislation
asag a means to help religious bigots
to suppress the doctrines of christ
the ordinances of life and ovation
the rule and reign of righteousness
among the people of god I1 say in
their efforts to reach our religious
principles and faith and the exer-
cise of those principles under that
faith and to crush it out from the
earth in their efforts to do roeo they
have moved upon statesmen to vio-
late the constitution of our country
and the principles of human free-
dom on which our government has
been founded in order to accomplish
this purpose but all those who
have thus stultified themselves be-
fore the world and before the heav-
ensenseng and have done violence to their
oath of office and to the
constitution to the rightsts of mamanD
and to the principles of freadomfreedom andand
liberty have weakencl have gone
down the sceptre of their power has
fallen from their grasp they have
been dishonored before the heavens
and before their people as a ruerule
and oconer or later we will witness
others going down into the pitpt of
forgetfulforgetfulnessneis asaa their predecessors
havhave edonedone forthefor the lord hashag do
creed it and todayto day the young
men of israel who are assembling in
their improvement associations lain
all the stakes of zion in all the
wards and settlements of the peo
pie throughout the land and in their
quorum meetmeetingsingsingv and in their po
lotical assemblies are all learleaTlearningning
and cultivating these principles of lib-
erty in their minds introducing and
extendextendinganle them among thothe risingusing
generation thetho honsbons of zion and not
only the bons but the daughters
thaithat are coupled with the bonebow the
wives that are coupled with the

usbands in this labor of love the
struggleeglo for the maintenancenanceglngin Qcoff
freedom and liberty it la a 0sourcee
of satisfaction to me tthatat the
lord has moved upon riahia servants
and the legislature of our territory
to bobe among the first to lead thevantheyanthevanran
of human progress in the extension

I1 of the elecclecelectivetivo imnfranchisechleochise to women
as well as men and to recognize the
freefreedomdomandaudand libertyliberty which belongs
to the fairer bock as well as the ebern
er for the gospel teaches that nilnii
things are to bobe done among usua by
common consent and the prophet
joseph commanded and introduced
in our midst the custom we are fol-
lowing todaytotodaydaydwy that of presprebpresentingenting to
all the congregations aeJ atnuuatourouroar
general conferences and our local
or stake conferences the general
authorities of the church to
be justified or condemned by
the voice of the peoplepeo to
bobe upheld and sustained byY tilethe
confidence faith and prayers of the
people or otherwise to be reproved
by the votes of the people for their
misdeeds or administrationmalnial
these are things continually beffre
the people as well asag the revelations
which god has given unto estandUP and
which nrcaro written and baugittaug it inia our
sabbath schools and public gather-
ings and to all who comocome within
the scope of these instructions vazviz
a lovejove otof freedom and liberty

the leaders of this people arare
charchargedd with being blind leaders of
the blind and the people are charg-
ed with being blind led by the
blind I1 deny the charge and brand
16 faisefalse we know andard understand
perfectlytik that our leaders are nefnelneitherther
blind normenor are the peopeopleple blind on
the contrary rtwoa bayewate received the
light the light of truth the light of
god we havohave come to the under-
standing that every boulsoul of man
both male and female high aanuanano
low Is the offspringpring of god that
their spirit are immortal eternal
intelligent beings j and that their
entity depends uponn their agency
and independent action which Is
neither tramelled by god himself
nor allowed to be restnestrestrainedrainedraided by any
of his creatures with 1113his
and approval that the rwholeholehoie theory
of galsgalb ruloruie and government in
heaven and on earth is founded up
onca principle of agency eifselfelf
independent action and it is upon
the treefree and independent exercise of
thibthis agency that the decree of god laIs
foundfoundedtd that all men shall bobe Jjudg-
ed ceecrecording to the deeds done in the
body nonenona having it in his power to
baysay that he was not at liberty to exes
erciso this agency

so far as relates to the adminis-
tration of government and thothe ex-
ercise of politicallical power or thetho ex
ereese of any manner of influence

political religious or social oveeove ry
man and every be held
accountable to gad for thothe maunermannen
lawrichin which they exerciseisaiso it kinga

and emperorsemperoreyrby presidents and atalegstate-
smen judgesJ and all officers of the
lawslaw will be held responsible for the
administration of the powerer reposed
in them and itif wwhileilelle acting of I1 I1

ficlally they disregard theirthein oath otc
J

offida and violate the principles that i

should govern them thythey become t

guilty of malmai and t
will beheldbeholdbe heldheid accountable unto god
and should be strictly accountable I1

to the people who place them 14iblibi1
t

power but every individual in an
individual capacity will be held auan t
swesw rabierabia to god for all his acts of

whatsoever character and so far wK
in the exercise of that agency medmen
trespass upon the rightsrighta of their fel

t

low men they must be held answer 1

able to their fellow men for tuekeuckbucl
trespass and wrong and for thu
purpose human government Islainju

approvedapprovea by the people to

hold each other responsible unto t
each other or unto the community E

for the abuse of their freedon
and liberty and for abla purposeEe

C

jawslaws are enacted and jujuanei C

provided to judge according to thitaf

law end to administer
it becomes necessary to puni

aars and gojgaj has coacon
banded ua jnin the revelation whid
he gave Vto us that in case church tmembers viola e aalowlaw 010 1 the laulaa i4they bebau tote delivered up to leLa

dealt with according to tholanthe law orrof
the land that if they shallshail mur tder rob or steal or commit perjury t
or any otheother crime of which the hwlav tof the land takes congizance they t
shall be delivered up to be dealt with
ftarfarar their offence but that for alla
manner of iniquity they shall be dedejdeii

livered up to thetho law of god to lc

dealt with according to the law tjri
god and thosethom laws which are girngito

4

unto you as the laws of god fiV
your government jnin the churk j

must be treated asaa such and ft 1

becomes ourcur duty as good saints mca t
thomthose that are bound together by
the ties and in the fellowship otof th
Go apelas those that have covenant
ed to serveberve god and to keep hsha comcorm

mand mentsmente to work rightrighteouslycouly
and to deal justlyj one wlwi th another
that if we violate the of
the and the lawsjaws
has given unto us that wowe ehnle te I1

delivered up to s in isrul i

and the teachers shall labor with
sachsuch and their labors of love ahall
ba directed earnestly to the re
formation and muceonce of all perirr J
sons that have done wrong and lodedene
violence to the feelingpjsj faith aniadi
fellowship of their brethren and eb
tera and for overyevery manner of fiafla

shall they be heldhoid accountable unto
the councils of thothe church to do

bishops who are common Judgejurgeitiiiili
israel and to thetho high council iand though wo may succeed la i
winning them to repentance antadt i
they turn away from evil and willtrill s

do so0 no moreorb and succeed in elicit
ing the sympathy and forgivensdivens EF

of their brethren still if they have
violated a law of the land they
must beba made subject to that law Et
and to endure the peulpetipenaltyalty and if c

they pay the penalty with patience
which is but the legitimate fruits I1
and testimony of genuine repent I1
pr ncenee satisfying all that they amproadireclatoelate their wrong aldnid determine to I1 i
do so no more when the penalty jjis

I1
I1

paid they may with deter I1

min atlon begin to servo their girgid tc
and prove to their brethren tast r
their repentance was genuine abdand t
sincere and although we SM- I

quiren to forgive all men god saydnjg
batthattbathehe reserves to himselhimself the I1

right to forgive whomsoever ilehe j i
wiilwill because hebe BearcbearesearchesheBallnilnii hearts I1 I1

and knows al weQ cannot i i
far their repentance is and I1

how fartar they ououghtcht to bobe for- i
i i

given r I1

it is important that we asaa latterlatte c

day balant understand what UM i
requires of us towards each other in i
thothe church of christ and also what 1

he requires of us towards the state
for the constitutional laws ofcf thi
land are for the protection of the I1

rightslights of all flesh the liberties cf i
baluta as well as those of Ewinners i
and if sinners can afford to dishonor
the jawlaw surely saintssainta cancannotno 1

neither can they justify others in EO

doing neither can saints aufordafford to I1

override the laws of god or to wbkwink 1

at others who may do so
god will not holdhoid us faulfanifaultlessvess if9

wowe do he requires us as elderseiders sias I1

apostles as presidents as bishopsBlshops 1

as seventies as parents to teschteach
wherever it is our prerogative and r

duty correct principleprinciples and ot- iob- io-
bserveserveberve them and seek to eren
force them upon others and it Is

not alone the duty of high councils
and presidents of stakes and of

illiliBiahopashops and their counselors totoo

labor to correct thetha errors of the peo-
ples but it is the duty of every elder
high priest nail Seventy vmand car-

i

ear-

i 3


