iy, the world has
" pe fact that this great invention has
. pitherto been controlled solely by pri-
' gle corporations,it has not accomplish-

. gessages have been, and still are, far
, 0 high to be withiu the reach of the |

+ fnot defeated by lobbying, will lead to
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"It aims to break up and destroy an
enormous monopoly, and will, in all
likelihood, encounter every obstacle
that wealth ean place in its way, Like
all monopolies, this one has helped, by
its abuses, to bring about its own defeat
and overthrow,—now merely a question
of time. The efforts of the postal tele~
graph reformers may be thwarted for
the present; but the popular wants
demand that for which they are agitat-
in ,!dhﬂnce it must be speedily con-
ed.

POSTAL TELEGRAPAY.

4B discovery of Professor Morse, by
ghich the electric spark was made o
gbserve the wants of man, was one of
pe most important, from its vast util-
yet seen; but from

4 anything like the good of which it
s copable. The tariffs on telegraphic

-

wlk of the people. ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT.

At the present time the ery for reform
1 this direction, is making itself heard
Aroughout the country, and at the next
gssion of Congress it is almost certain

hat measures will be introduced,which,

The following desecription of the ap-
pearance of Alexander von Humboldt
1s from the pen of Bayard Taylor, who
gaw him in November 1856, three years
before his death. It was at this inter-
view, 1t is said, that Humboldt re-
marked that Mr, Taylor had travelled
further and seen less than any man he
{ ever met:

?AsI looked at the majestic old man,
the line of Tennyson, describing Wel-
lington, came into my mind: ‘Oh, good
| gray head, which all men knew.’
first impression made by Humboldt’s
face was that of a broad and genial hu-
manity. His massive brow,heavy with
the gathered wisdom of nearly a cen-
tury, bent forward and overhung his
breast like a ripe ear of corn; but when
you looked below it, a pair of clear eyes,
almost as bright and steady as a child’s
met your own. In these eyes you read
Belgium and Bwitzerland, and is said | that trust in man, that immortal youth.
to work admirably. In Great Britain | of the heart, which made the snows of
the preliminary measures have been | eighty-seven winters lie so lightly upon
sdopted for carrying the same system | his head. You trusted him utterly at
into effect, the government having al- | the first glance, and you felt that he
ready purchased all the telegraphic | would trust you, if you were worthy of
lines in the country, and in January, |it. I had approached him with a
1870, will assume their sole manage- | natural feeling of reverence, but in five
ment and control. There can be no | minutes I found that I loved him, I
loubt that this new order of things will | could talk t6 him as freely as with a
be of great benefit o the people gene- | friend of my own age. His nose, mouth
nlly, and though the tariff may be | and chin, had the heavy Teutonic char-
hvered, owing to thes fact of its being | acter, whose genuine type always ex-
vithin the reach of nearly if not all | presses an honest simplicity and direct-
¢lasses, the net proceeds are likely to be | ness. His wrinkles were fewand small,
greatly increased, as in the case of the
penny-postage system invented by Mr,
Rowland Hill.

If the postal telegraph system, as it is
@lled, be likely to work so beneficially
n the countries of Europe, with their

yreduction of the tariffs through the
mrchase of the entire net-work of the
elegraphic lines in the country by the
jovernmendt.

Already in some countries of the con-
inent of Europe, this plan has been
arried out, and instead of being owned
)y private companies and corporations,
he lines of telegraph have been pur-
thased, and are now controlled by the
espective governments, and the same
policy is being pursued as in the postal
ystem,—namely, a reduction ol the
writis tothe lowest possible rates, so as
fo place the benefits of this great inven- |
tion within reach of all classes.

This plan is now in operation in

cacy rarely seen in old men. His bair,
although snow white, was still abun-
nant, his step slow but firm, and his
manner active almost to restlessness.
I could not perceive that his mem-
imall extent of territory, it effects in | ory, the first mental faculty to show
this country, with an area exceeding | decay, was at all impaired. He
ihe whole of that continent, would be | talked rapidly, and with the greatest
much more beneficial and widely felt. | apparent ease, never hesitating for a
The matter is being agitated, especially | word, whether in English or German,
on the Paecific coast. A lecture on the | and, in fact, appeared to be unconscious
sibject was recently delivered, before { which language he was using, as he
the San. Franeisco Chamber of Com- | changed five or six times daring the
merce, by Gardner G. Hubbard, Esq., | conversation.
vho, some time last year, was appoint-| ‘‘‘You have traveled much and seen
«l by the Postmaster General to exa- | many ruins,” said Humboldt, ashe gave
mine and report upon the merits or | me his haud; ‘now you have seen one
lefects of the different telegraph sys-|more.” ‘Not aruin,” I could not help
kms of Kurope, with a plan for|replying, ‘butapyramid;’] for I pressed
the union of the postal and tele-|the hand which had touched those of
aph serviece of this country, if thought | Frederick the Great, of Foster, the
easible.  His report was submit-|champion of Captain Cook, of Klop-
led to Congress during its last ses-|stock and Behiller, of Pitt, Napoleon,
ioh, with the draft of a bill for the | Josephine, the Marshals of the Empire,
wtablishment of a postal telegraph | Jefferson, Hamilton, Weiland, Herder,
ystem. Mr. Hubbard is sanguine of | Evettie, Cuvier, La Place, Gay Lussae,
ihe success of such a movement, and is
ecturing at various points, advocating
ihe practicability and necessity of the
cheme. One dollar was talked of at |
the lecture in San Francisco, as the

sage of twenty words
including the address and n{gnatura: The Panama’ Har of September 2qd

rom that ecity to New York, which | bas the annexed account of a sirange
would, in fact, place the lightning mes- | phenomenon which oceurred near the
#nger within the reach of all. town of Apanaca:

The following were among the reso-
ntions introduced at the above meeting | At about noon on the 3rd of Aug.,the
ly the Secretary of the Chamber of | atmosphere being heavily charged with
lommerce, which were laid over for |electricity, there came down from the
onsideratien at its next meeting: &“Iﬂ;g“ “é) Ah;lﬂ‘-‘:léﬂli';ff 11331 Wﬂc}l

e above town is situa a dry whirl-

Resolved, That the transmission of cor- (
mpundenéa by te ph is too important wgg itﬁowaﬁ th]: P‘]iﬂi'ce caéllgg tBhiainiap o
uinterest to be intrusted solely te a single j80oat ve, Hlocks aisien e south-

mivate corporation, but should, like other | West of Ah““chas’a“r and increasing in
urrespondence, be under the control of the | its course it finally became so large as
Postotfice I}Hpartment' and managed for to 2over a circumference of thir ty
e benefit of the people, This phenomenon, which appeared like
Resolved,.That weapprove of the Postal | an enormous and blackened column of
ldegraph system as explained by Mr. | the height of 200 yards, lasted fifteen
fubbard, and we believethat at one dollar | minutes, in some places, raising large
El'a message of t::rantyf Wﬂﬂ:g, including | 1ogs of wood, and tﬁa branches of trees
iress and signature, from the Pacific to | that came under its control, and a vapor
‘h”ﬂa“ﬁ”’thﬂ:telﬂfg . wuulg becomethe | o¢ thick smoke arose from the south
ghinon mesns of oOrraspondences soiie | sansiie n’ foanthl.anises Aimilae. o the

able benefit of the community.
Resolved, That we pledge oum]gm to | oft-repeated detonations of a heavy

bor for a reform in the telegraph system |8torm. This strange phenomenon, the
wtil the Postal Telegraph becomes one of | majestic appearance of which made 1
¢ institutions of the land. the inhabitants tremble, lasted two and
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions | a half hours, and took the course of the
tesent to our Senatorsand Representatives | road to Ataea, leaving behind it open-
A longress, published in each of the daily | jngs in the woods and hedges, and even
w,ﬁnd thta: :ﬁey a::lna and allf IE rﬂil,uef:i in the hard earth; and was followed by
adyacate the ‘adoption of the Fostal | g heayy rain, which did not permit us

Tdegraph system. =~ = to see the end of the monster.
Thematter may be said tobe now fair- MRS T & brRreeee,

lybefore the eountry. Like all great re- | Eugenie is to have $2000,000 pin

lorms it is sare to meet with opposition, | money for her Eastern tour.

|

every great man whom Europe had
produced in three quarters of a cen-

tury.”

-

yards.

The |

and his skin had a smoothness and deli- |

Beethoven, Walter Scott—in short, of |

A SINGULAR WALL.

Walls formed of human bones are not
unfrequently to be maet with in some of
the ancieut cemeteries in the south of
Ireland. A remarkable one, the re-
mains of which may still be seen, was
some years ago in the avenue leading in-
to the Franciscan Abbey of Kilcrea, in
the county of Cork, The ditch was
composed of the bones of the legs, arms,
and vertebrs, the interstices being filled
up with the smaller bones. 1t was
about forty foet long,seven feet in hight,
andsix broad. At presentthese remains
have become partly dissolved from rain
and exposure to the weather, and covered
with moss, nettles and other rank veg-
etation. These bones owe the regular
order in which they are placed to the
following cause:

About eighty years ago, an aged wo-
man of extremely weird aspect, and it is
said of unsound mind, suddenly made
her appearance in the vicinity of the
iabbay, and after a short time took up
her abode in an unclaimed and unten-
anted vault, which she appropriated to
her own use, She always seemed to
avoidintercourse with the people around
and though she scarcely ever spoke to
any person, yet the hospitable and good-
| natured neighbors oceasionally supplied
her with cooked potatoes and a little
milk. She was often geen to drink of
the Bride, the brook that ripples by the
ruain, Seldom seen in the daytime,
when darkness set in and silence reign-
| ed around,she emerged from her charnel-
house, and occupied a considerable part
of the night season in collecting the
benes of generations long passed away,
| that lay scattered up and down through
the abbey, and arranging them in the
order we now find traces of them in the
ditch., The skulls she disposed of in
the small Gothic windows of the choir
and chancel, the frontal organs looking
on the outer world.

A more ghastly sight could scarcel
be conceived; yet she fitted them in so
compactly that one window remained
intact till within a few years ago, when,
on a stormy night, it was blown in, and
these fragments of frail mortality were
scattered by the wind. The only tradi-
tion that the country people possess of
this mysterious woman—for some old
| people, lately deceased, remember her in

their earlier days—is that she came from

the North (this is that quarter of the
| compass from which is supposed to pro-
ceed much that is supernatural). After

living here entombed some two years,
{ surrounded with a vague reputation for
sanctity, and much respected—for she
had always refused money, and scarcely
ever roamed beyond the precincts of the
abbey—she suddenly disappeared on a
Christmas morning, and was never after
heard of.

-8

NAPOLEON'S COAT OF MAIL.

Just before Napoleon set out for Bel-
gium (before the battle of Waterloo), he
gent for the cleverest artizan of his class
in Paris, and demanded of him whether
he would engage to make a coat of mail
to be worn under the ordinary dress,
which should be absolutely bullet proof;
and that if so, he might name his own
price for such a work. gl‘.he man engaged
to make the desired object, if allowed
proper time, and he named 18,000f. as the
price of it. The bargain was concluded,
and in due fime the work was produced,
and the artizan was honored with a
second andience of the Emperor, ‘“Now”’
said his Imperial Majesty, ‘‘put it on.”
the man did so. ‘““As I am fo stake my
life on its efficacy, you will, I suppose
have no objection to do the same?’’ and
he togk a brace of pistols, and prepared
to discharge one at the astonished
artist's breast. There was no retreat-
ing however, and, half dead with fear,
he stood the fire; and, to the infinite
eredit of his work, with perfect impun-
ity. But the;Emperor was not content
with one trial. He fired the second
| pistol at the back of the artist, and
afterward discharged a fowling piece at
another partof him with asimilar effect.
“Well,” said the Emperor, ‘“you have

roduced a capital work, undoubtedly.
hat is to be the price of it?”’ ‘‘Eigh-
teen thousand francs were named as the
agreed sum.” “There is an order for
them,’’ said the Em{)ernr; ‘*and there is
another for an equal sum, for the fright
I have given you,”

el g

William Penn’s old family earriage
has come into the possession of the
Michigan Central Railroad. The relie
is over one hundred and sixty years old.
A gentleman of Jackson, Mich., either
purchased or fell heir to it, but va its
arrival he failed to pay express charges,
and so the company took possession in
default.

Y [teach a class.”

-

BREVITIES,
An indignant orator, at a recent po-
litical meeting, in refuting an opponent,
thundered out: ““Mr. Chairman, I scorn
the allegation, and I defy the alligator.”

n
- In connection with the reports con-
cerning Napoleon’s health, it is said that
‘His Majesty had long been told that his
‘immoderate use ot tobacco (at one time
‘hesmoked sixteen ecigars a day) would
‘superinduce paralysis or softening of
the spinal mariow; and, although he
has for some years restricted himself to
8ix cigars a day, his medical advisers
think they can discover injurious ef-
feets from this number. He is now ob-

liged to use catheters almost constantly.

A clever old dame, who resides a short
distance from New York city, was re-
cently astonished by her husband, who
came in hurriedly with the remark: “I
have got a present for you!”’ ‘*A present
for me,’”” says she; ‘‘what is it?”? ¢4
tooth~brush,’” responded the old gent.
“What gumi will that do me—you know
that I have not got a tooth inmy head!”’
retorted his spouse. ‘‘Just the thing,”
replied the venerable joker’ ‘‘there

ain’t a bristle in it!"’

A Turkish tiler, being at work on the
roof of a house, fell into the street upon
& man, whom he killed, without any
serious injury to himself. The son of
the deceased caused him to be arrested
and conduected to the Cadi. The tiler,
confessing the accident, stated that he
would willingly afford the son an op~
portunity to retaliate on him. *‘Ascend
the roof where I was,” said he to the
son; ‘I will place myself-where your
father was, then you may fall upon me
and kill me if you can.” d

A successful business man, of New
Albany, Indiana, was recently u to
take charge of a classin aSundaySchool,
and said: ‘“Ne, indeed, sir; I will not
“Why not?"” asked the
superintendent. “‘For an excellent
reason,’”’ he answered. “I once had a
class of three boila in a Sunday school.
After teaching them a short time, one
of them was sent to jail, and another
arraigned for a crime in the police court.
To save the other from asimilar fate, I
gave up the class, and I will never teach
another, for Sunday school teaching is
avidaqtfy not my J{lrt&.’ A

From Damascus came the damson,
blue plums, and the delicious apricot
of Portugal, ealled the damasco; dam-
ask, our beautiful fabrie of cotton and
silk, with vines and flowers raised upon
A smooth, bright ground; the damask
rose, intreduced into England in the
time of Henry VIII.; the Damascus
blade, so famous the world over for its
keen edge and wonderful elasticity, the
secret of whose manufacture was lost
when Tamerlane carried off the arfist
into Persia; the beautiful art of inlay-
ing wood and steel with silver and gold,
a kind of mosaic engraving and sculp-
ture united—called damasking—with
which boxes, bureaus, swords and guns
are ornamented,

‘They who attempt to outwrangle
quarrelsome neighbors go the wrong
way to work—a kind word, and still
more, & kind deed, will be more likely
to be successful. Two children wanted
to pass by a savage dog; the one took a
stick in his hand and pointed at him,
but this only made the enraged creature
more furious than before. The other
child adopted a different plan; for by
giving the dog a piece of bread and but-
ter, he was allowed to pass, the subdued
animal wagging his tail in quietude.
If you happen to have a quarrelsome
neighbor, conquer him by civility and
kindness; try the bread and butter sys-
tem, andkeep your stick out of sight.
This is an excellent Christian admoni-
tion: ‘‘A soft answer turneth away
wrath, but grievous words stir up
anger.”'—Pro, xv, 1.

Mr. Emerson, in his lecture on
“Works and Days,”” says many things
worthy to berepeated a thousand times.
Among the numerous striking passages
that lodge in our memory is the follow-
ing: "“The days are God’s best gifts to
man, but like many other gifts pa: bg
unheeded and unappreciate e as
a friend, ‘What are you d@ing now?’
and are answered, ‘I have been doing
thus and so, and am going to commence
some other work soon, but just now I
am not doing anything.” And yet we
complain of having no time. An Indian
Chief of the Bix Nations once said a
wiser thing than any philosopher, A
white man remarked in his hearing
that he had not time enough. ‘Well’
replied Red Jacket, grufily, ‘I sup
you have all there is.” Hae is the wisest
and best man who ean crowd the most
good into now."”"—Ez.

|




