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ground nearly lourour hundred years ago
in the suburbs near the little town of
tacubadacuba I1 alighted to mediate stand-
ingI1 upon another spot made aafred by
the memories of the past

about me were the overhangingoverhanging
branchesbran cheit of a giant ahuehuete the
same tree under which cortez and hisawew remaining followers rallied after
reaching the mainland efforts have
been made by the spaniards to burn
this old monument who curse it be-
cause it reminds them of their defeat
while among the indians it is cherished
anaa marking the spot where their
fathers routed and almost annihilated
the hated spanish invaders the guard
who isie now constantly near it told
ine that the gachupinOachupin spaniard
who tried to burn it was promptly
putpatto to death bernal diaz a partici-
pant in the dreadful scenes
af the noche triste sayssaya
when retreat had finally been

decided upon our captain made the fol-
lowing disposition of the forces the
vanguardguard gonzalo de sandoval 1 pranfran
cisca de azevedoAsevedoi Pranfranciscocisco de lugo
jaga de ardam andres de with
eight other captains whosewho names I1 do
dot mentionAWItlon and one hundred young
and active soldiers

to carry and manage the bridge
which hadbad been constructed to cross the
openings made in the causeway by the
mexicanscans spaniards and

to bring up the artillery 6050
spaniards and

voto guirdguard the prisoners 30 spaniards
and our great captain
CCbrteK alonzo de avila cristobal de

bernardo vasquez de tapia and
othersother captains whose names I1 have for-
gotten wex e to give aid where it was
most needed the rear guard was com
phed of juan velasquez de leon pedro
de alvaradoviradoAl with many other horse
meninen and soldiers

these arrangements completed our
captain ordered all of the gold and sil-
ver and jewels which we had col-
lectedt from the indians brought into
the salon and instructed the kings
officials who were alonzo de avila anaan
gonzalo to take part of tae
treasure one fifth which belonged to
his highness and in order that they
might carry it he gave them seven
horses that were lame and wounded
and one mare and many in-
dians it was said more than eighty and
they all had so much as they could car-
ry and there were still mountains of
gold on the floor

thenrhen cortezcorte called his secretary
whose name was pedro hernandez and
other officers of the king and said I1
call you to witness that I1 have done all
in my power to save this gold we have
here seven hunhundreddred thousand dollars
which we cannot take with us those
whovibo wish may take it that its better
than leaving it for these dogs the
arteesaztecs from whom they had stolen it
and when they heard this many of the
soldiers of narvaez and even some of
ours loaded themselves with gold I1
affirm that I1 thought not of gold but
rather of saving my own life for we
were in great dungerdanger I1 did however
take from a package which was there
faur emeralds stones greatly prized by
the indiansIod ians which I1 hastily concealed
tukin tnyiny breast under my armor and
none tootho soon for at that moment
cortez ordered his attendant to take
charge of the emeralds and if he had
known that I1 had concealed these four
iriili my breast he would have demanded
them and they were of great service to
me afterward in curing my wounds and
buying food b

thothe night of june 30 16201520 was dark
and stormy anandI1 as the hour otof mid-
night approached a drizzling rain com-
menced the preparations for retreat
hmhad beep complecompletedtel and the beleaguer
ed adventurers waited the order to
march about midnight the column

movemovedd silently out from their quarters
on the street whichwh led to the dacubatacubaTa cuba
causecausewaywhy I1

the city was wrapped in darkness
and allallenceenoe they thanked the saints
for the darkness and rain and prayed
the virgin that it might continue itif
only for an hour the vanguard had
almost reached the first opening in the
causeway when holy mother what
sound is that which chills the marrow
in their very bones and almost stops
their hearts from beating the pierc-
ing cry of alarm shrieked out by a
woman ininaa moment the great war
drum on the temple of sends
forth the alarm which is answered by
blasts from thousands of aztec
trumpets and re echoed by the war
cry of twice ten thousand warriors

the first breach is reached and the
temporary bridge hastily placed in po-
sition the vanguard and baggage with
the artillery pass over in safety but
now thousands of canoes shoot out
from the darkness and are swiftly
paddled to the causeway as they ap-
proach the aasted enemy a shower of
stones darts and arrows fallfalluponupon the
spanish coats of mallmail and then spring-
ing to the banks with spear and
maquetmaqua tl aztec and spaniard close in

the deadly struggle the shouts anandd
curses of men the screams of women
the triumphant war cry odtheof the asail
ants tlaltelolco 0 0oo0
luilullones the rattle of musketry and
clashing of spanish steel against the
flint of aztec maqua tl heard far out
across the lake awoke the sleeping
villagers on its shores who said
surely the battle of the gods Is being

fought
some appealed to the saints and holy

virgin for succor some cursed their
fate and him who brought them to this
dire extremity others fighting sullen-
ly fell appealing to the gods to avenge
them of their enemies some sank un-
der their weight of goldanagoldgol dandand yielded up
the ghost without a struggle

so fighting cursing and struggling
on the first breach was crossed and
orders given to raise the bridge and
bear it forward gallantly magarino
strove to carry out his orders gal-
lantly alvarado and his little band
charged and charged again driving
back the aztecsazteca to facilitate his work
but the structure had become im
bedded in the soft banks and refused
to yield and when finally released it
was only to be destroyed by the ene
my

the situation waswaa now desperatedesperate
the vanguard had reached the second
aperture a gaping gulf of murky
water before a foe whose onslaughts
had never for a moment ceased on
every side a mass of panic stricken
fugitivesfugitiveff sweeping onward from be-
hind A moments hesitation and men
and horses plunge into the dark abyss
a human bridge is formed and over
the shrieking struggling mass their
comrades move on toward the main
land the third and last breach in the
causeway is reached to their die I1

may it is wider and deeper than any
yetvet crossed and tois defended by a
stronger force of warriors A messen-
ger is sent back to communicate the
fact to cortez but before he can come
up gonzalo de sandoval urges his
horse into the lake and followed by
his fellow horsemen fights his way to
the opposite bank the fugitives rush
after and another human bridge tola
formed As the main land tais reached
the first signs of daydat appear in the
east cortez hurrying to the front tola
horrified as he crosses this bridge of
human forms he hastily calls his
scttscatteredered forpeforce together and notes
that many valiant men are missing
among them the peerless alvarado
and gallant juan de leon
ordering his followers to await his
coming he turns and followed by

cristobal de olid alonzo de avila

gonzalo de Sansandovalcloval francisco 46morla and gonzalo dominguez meikworthy to have fought in a betterbettercause fights hisbis way back alongong thecauseway beyond the first breachwhere he meets alvarado on footwith spear in hand gallantly fightinghis way toward the mainland followedby a small remnant of his commandthe chestnut mare which had soseoften carried him to victory andsandwhich he loved tenderly as a sweet-heart had been killed and as shebeleaped forward in her death IMeiher hoof with its iron shoe had struckand killed the daughter of the aztecking
where was juan de leonvaliant soldier gallant courtier trusttrualed comrade in arms how hhee fellnever known senor said alvaradaddressing cortez it toIs needless to tfrofarther all who are behind awdead
As that band of resolute men statootaround this grand old tree the historyhistonhis toru4says cortez looking at the shatteeremnant of hhisis little army ral

callin tovain the names of his
would never again answercomrades

sat Zdown
whokupon a stone and wept

As I1 sit there on the same spot afaa lapse of three dundrhundreded anandd aseventheveight years the scenes of theconiecome vividly before me and in rfancy1I see the struggle of thetriste re enacted v
slowly the spaniards fight ththeirair wato a temple on an adjacentt hillhil taherthey fortify and seek relief fromwounds in rest and sleep ahwI1

bernal diaz says there was zwfiata man among us who wadatutwounded nand cortez
chere in his I1letteresays there was not a horse amatostwenty four that were left 0thecould run us thnor a horsemanraise him that cocouldarm nor a soldier that aoudmove

that fatal night had cost theof seven hundred and fiftyand four thousand spaniard
blow alalalealiesAAwhich would have
resolute spirit to tellcrushed

how COcortsa I1
avenged it I1 must leave forletter another

the sons have in themof their sires when americanamericathe mettlemeta
SPanspaniardsp tard meet there will be aablitfightnow another matter I1 am tooton frrom home to know what the6 conwof public sentiment may be sutbut hemfasswar is in the air promfrom ththe informa-tion at my disposal is I1looks asan thoughto avert it will be impossible ow

what the attitude of the latter daysaints will be I1 cannot tell but thathlamuch I1 want to say if we are to fur-nish our quota of men and the breth-ren desire my services I1 amaamready to go to the front war mwmay
be averted I1 praypray that it may if itcomes I1 pray that we may not be askedto participate I1 do not wish to aban-don my post but more than all I1 donot want to see this land of the freeimperiled by a power whose history laamerica for years has been queonecontinual round of murder and plun-
der idolatry and prostitution

spain to regain her lost americanpossessions would gladly unite
cothre european powers to destroy thegreat republic which is teaching the les
son of human liberty and endangeringendangerim
the institutions of the old world the
republic must be maintained if it takedtake
us all to do it

I1 am in earnest if mormon boysboya
go to the front I1 want to be with them

albert hoff the alleged murderer ot
mrs mary li clute who hashae beebeedonnorl
trial at san franciscoFrancleco for nearly two
weeks waswaa found guilty saturday or
murder in the first degree the jury
washout but twenty fivealv minu tea mr
clute was killed deedec 1615 1897


