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were Kllled and forty-four
of which ten of the killed and twelve
of the wounded were Austrian and
Hungarign subjects. This deplorable
evemt naturally arounsed the selicitude
of the Austro-Hungamian government,
which, on the assumption that the kill-
ing and wounding invoived the unjusti-
fAlable mvisuse of authority claimed re-
paration for the sufferers. Apart from
the searching investigation, amd the
peremptory actlon of the authorities of
Pennsyivamia the Federal executive
took appropriate steps o learn the
merits of the case, in order to be.in a
posftion to meet the urgent complaint
of a ftriendly power. The sheriff and his
deputies, having been indicted for mur=-
der, were tried and acquitted after pro-
tracted proceedings and the-hearing of
hundreds of witnesses on the ground
that the killing was in the Nne of their
offichy! duty to uptiold taws and preserve
public ordgr In the state. A represen-
tatttve of the departmemt of Justice at-
tended the trials and reported its course
fully. With all the facve in its posses-
ston, thls government expects 1o reach
@' harmmonlous understanding on the
stihject with that of Austro-Hungary.
notwithstanding the renewed claim of
the latler after learning the resvit of
the trikal for !ndemmity for itg injured
subjekts. ;
BRUSSELS EXPOSITION.

Despite the brief time allotted for
preparatifon, the exhibita of thia coun-
iry at the Universal
PBrussels in 187 enjoyed the slogular
distinetion of a larger proportlon of
awards, having regard to the nwmber
and clagses of articles entered. than
those of other countries. The worth of
such a result ¢n making wnuwn our fia-
ttonal capacity to supply the world's
markets §a obvious.

Exhibitions of thls tnternatioal char-

acter are becoming mare frequent as
the exchanges of gommercial countries
grow more inttmate and varled. Hardly
a year passes that this government is
not invited to natbonal participation at
some important foreign center, but of-
ten on boo short wotice to permit of re-
course to Congreas for the power and
means to do so.
. My predecessors have sugzgested the
advigability of providing by a genesral
epactment a standing appropriation
for aecepting such Invitations, and for
fepresentation of thls country by a
sommission. This plan has my cordial
approval.

I trust the Belglan regtrictlon on the
ihportations of cattle from the United
States originally adupted as a sanitary
precaution, will at an early date, be
modified as to thelir present and future
of hardship and dlscrimination, so as
ta admit live cartle under due regula-
tton of their slaughter abter landing.
I am hopeful, too, of a favorable con-
ditlor in the RBelgian treatment of our
presaerved and salted meats. The

growth of direct rade between the two |

countrtes not alome for Belglam con-
sumption ahd Belglan products, but by
way of transit from and #¢o other con-
timental states. has been both emoour-
aging and beneflclal. No effort will be
spared to edflarge fis advantages by
seeking the removal of needless im-

pediment and by arrangemrents faor nl-n-l

creased commercial changes.
CENTRAL AMERICAN RUPTURE.

The year’s events in Cemntral Ameri-
ca deserve more thamn passing mentlon.

A menackng rupture between Costa
Rica and Niearagua was happlly com-
posed by the signature of & convention
between the parties, with the contur-
rence ‘'of the Guatemalan representa-
tive as a mediator, the act being nego-
tiated and sigmed on board the United
Btates wsteamer Alert, then lying in
Central Amerlcan waters. J¢ 13 be-
Heved that the good offices of our en~

1
wounded,

voy and the commender of that vessel
contribwted to that gratifying-outcorme.

In my last message the situation was
presented with respect to the dlplo-
matic Tepresentation of thls govern-
ment in Central America, created by
the assoclation of Nicarague, Hon-
duras and Salvador under the title of
the Greater Republic of Central Amer-
lca and the delegation of their imter-
natlonal fumostions to the dlet thereof.
While the representative character of
the diet was recognized by my prede-
cessor and has been confirmed durlng

Expoditlon at'

| other

my administration by recelving its ac-
eredited envoy and granted exquators
+t0 consuls eoming under s authority,
that recognltion was qualified by the
distinct understanding that the Te-
sponslbllity of each of the component
saverelgn republics toward the United
States are made wholly unaffecied.

This proviso waa needful, Inasgueh
as the compact of the three republics
was at the ouwtset an association where-
by cevrtain representative functlons
were delegated to a triparte commis-
slon, rather than a federation possess-
ing cemtralized powers of government
and the administration. In this view
of this the rekltion of the United
States <o ‘the several republics, a
change in the representation of this
country in Central America was neith-
er recommended by 7the executive or
initiated by Congress, thus leaving one
of aur enwoye accred!l'ted as heretofore
separately to two states of the Greater
Republle Nicaragua and Salvador, and
to a third state, Costa Rica, which was
ot a party 'to the compact. while our
envoy was similar!ly accredited
to the union stated as Honduras—and a
non-uniornn stated as Guatemala. The
Tesult has been that the one has pre-
sented credentials only 1o the president
of Costa Rlea, the other having been
received only by the government of
Guatemala.
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Subsequently, the three as=ociated re.
publlcs entered imtov negotatlons for
m2King the steps foredast in the origin-
al compacht. A conventjon of thelr dele-
wates framed for them a federal consti-
tution under the name of the United
Stiates of Cembral America and provid-
ing for a Central Federal government
and legislature. Upon ratification by
oonstituent staies, the first of Novem-
ber last, was fixed for the new system
to go lnto operation. Within a few
weeka thereafter, the plan was severe-
'ky tested by revelutlonary movements
i

arising, with a consequent demand for
unity of action on the pant of ¢the mili-
tary power of the federal states to sup-
presg them. Under this girain the
unlon e&cems to have been weakened
through the withdrawal of its more lm-
portant members, This government
was not officlally advised of the jnstai-
lation of the federation and has muain-
tained an attltude of friepndly expectan-
cy, while in no wise retinquighing the
position hekd from the outset that the
Tespansibilities of the several sbates
toward us remalned unaltered by their
tentative relatlons among themselves.

CANAL COMMISSION.

The Nicaragua caral commission, un-
der the champlomshlp of Rear Admiral
John G. Walker, appolnted July 24,
1597, under the awthority of a provision
| in the sundry eivil act of June 4, of
that year, has nearly completed it fa-
bors and tthe results of kts exhaugtive
inquiry inbo the proper route, the feasi-
bitity and the coat of construetion of an
inter-ocearic canal by a Nicaraguan
route, will be lald bhefore you. In the
parformance of ita work the commis-
slaon recelwed all possible courtesy and
asslstance from the governmenis of
Nicaragira and Costa Rica, which thus
testified thelr appreclation of the im-
portance of giving a speedy and prac-

tical owtcome %o the project that has
for so many years engrossed the atten-
tion of the respective countries, .

At the scope of recent Ilnqulry. em-
braced the whole subject with the aim
of making plans apnd surveys for a
canal by the most convenient route,
it neceswarily included a review of the
resuits of previous surveys and plans,
and in particular those adopted by the
Marktime Canal company under its ex-
isting concessions from Nicaragwa and
Cosba Rlca, €o that to this extent these
grants necessarlly held an essentlal
part in the deliberatlons and eonclu-
sions of ‘tthe canal commisslon @as they
have held and must needs hold in the
discusslon of the matter by Congress,
Under these circumshamees, and in view
of gvertures made to %he governments
of Nlcaragua and Costa Rica by other
parties for a new canal comeession pred.-
icated on the wassumed approaching
lapse of the contracts of the Maritime
Canal company with those states, I
htave not hesitated to express my con-
vic¢tlons that considerations of expedis
ency and international polley, as be-
tweenithe several governments interest-
ed in the construction and control of
an inter-oceanic canal by thla route,
require the miaintenance of the statius
quo, untll the camal commission shall
hiave reported and the Unbkted States
Congress shall have had the opportunl-
ty to pass Anally upon the whole rvat-
ter during the presenit sessiorf without
prejudice by reason of any change In
the existing oconditions.

Nevertheless, it appears that the gov-
ernment of Nicaragua, as one of Its
lasl soverelgn aots before merging its
powers in those of the newly formed
United States of Central America, has
granted an optional concession o an-
other association 1o become effective
¢n the explnaltion of the presemt®grant.
It does not appear what surveys have
been made or what route ls proposed
under thls contingemt gramted =0 that
an examination of the feasibllity of its
plans is neces=arily not embraced In the
report of the ocanal commission. All
these clreumsiances suggest the ur-
gency of some definite action by the
Cengress at thia seszlon If the labors of
the past are to be utilized and the
llnking of the Athantic and Pacifie
oceans by a practleal water way i3 to
be realized.

WATERWAY INDISPENSIBLE.

That the construction of such @ mari-
ttme hilghwtay Is now mwore than ever
indispesible to that intimate and ready
inber-communlcation between our east-
ern and western seaboards demanded
by +the annexation of ‘the Hawailan
Ishands and the prospfctive expansion
of our inAuence and commerce o the
Pacific, and that our mational policy
mow more imperatively thian ever calis
for its control by this government, are
prcpositions which I doubt neot the Con-
gress will duly appreclate and wisely
act upon.

A copvention providing for the re-
vival of the late TUnited States and
Chllian claims ¢commlasion and the con-
alderatlon of claims which were duly
presented to the late commisskon but not
considered because of the expiration of
the time limited for the duratlon of the
eommission, was signed May 24th, 1887,
and has remained unacted upon by the
Senate. The terms thereln fixed for ef-
fecting the exchange of ratifications
having elapsed, the convention falls, un.
less the time be extended by amend-
ment, which 1 am endeavoring to bring
about, with the friendly concurrence of
the Chilean government.

IN THE TA®™ EAST.

The United States has not been an
ndifferent spectator of the exiraordin-
ary events transpiring in the Chingse
empire, whereby portions of Its mari-
time provinces are passing under the
control of varipus KEuropean powers;
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