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rather tban to wipe out their independ-
ent government,”

Tbe Hawaiiap islands are conceded-
ly the half-way house of the ocean,
and as such are of great importance to
.all nations having commercial trans-
aotione in Paciflo watere; these advaD-
tages the United Btates now, as hereto-
fore, possesses, It was probably the
feur that our rights in that respect
were belng jecpardized if not actually
slipping away that caused Minlster
Btevens to act aa he dld in raising the
fiag, and probahly the ssceriainment
that puch was not the ocass was whal
caused Mr, Blount to lower {t.

LIEUTENANT TOTTEN'S VIEW.

The fall of tbe aerolite a few days
ngo, hy which the siatue of John
Brown was deprived of ite Jeft arm and
which wuns spoken of in Baturday’s
Ngws, glves Lieutenant Totten, the
famoue 1nlerpreter of prophetic writ-
ings, an opportunity to aguin philoso-
phize in bis own original way,

Lu conversation with n reporter he
said: “The aerolite that f»ll from hea-

ven on Batarday aiternooa aud
struck the left nrm off the Horace
Greeley stawwe of Jehn Browu
was not “n aocluent. Ths
meaning 18 thiez The old order
changes. Here endeth the peconu
woe, and bebuld the third cometh

guickly and e ofa moreserious nature.
fhe futfillment of General Washing-
tou’s third and lasl vision is now due.
In fuot Lbhe realization has Already be-
gup. Horace Greeley was n Demo-
oratic standard bearer since the war,
John Brown was a Repuhlican aggres-
sor before the war. The Monumeunt of
the one put up hy the other and now
struck uowno by a thunderh:ilt la a
slgnificant tople for retlection, both to
the Hugusenut of the South and the
Puritan of the North, So far as bome
rule is concerned this land bae already
lost its left nrm. I there any vilality
left in its right???

ELECTROCUTION CONDEMNED,

When the New York . legisiature
enacted the law providing that capital
punjebhment should be Inflicted by
mesns of eleotricity, it was thought to
be m step in the direction of a higher
civilization. When the flrst victim
wae subjecied to the grewsoDe per-
fyrmanee it received something of a
backset; death waa not loetantaneous,
and the ourrent hud to he reapplied to
comply with the terms nf the sentence.
It was a mostslckening spectacle, und
it mow turps out, or seems to do go,
that oot even the second current pro-
duced death but a kind of angsthesin
from which the subjest may be revived
by & resort to artifieial respiration or
pofentifie appliances.

A special to the Tribune gives the
views of an emivent French soclentiet
on this subject. He ¢laime that elec-
trooution does not kill, the one sub-
jeoted to it belng merely mangled
nlive through the subsequent examin-
ation of the physiciane, and that this
1a in reality wbat produces ‘denth.
Thir makes it appear that the .law is
pot carried out at all,the vietim of it
belng killed by the autopay. The au-
thority spoken of, M. D’Arsouval, le
bighly endoreed aod If his conclusions

shall beshown to be correct, the bar-
barous buplness spoken of should be
abandoned. Certainly the state of
New York can do no less than order a
thorough Investigatlon and do it at
once.

THE SERVIAN SITUATION.

Now comes the report that Russla is
at the foundation of the Bervian coup
d’eiuns; by means of which the throne
was usurpsd by a mere stripliog of
sixteen years. The Russian nuthori
tive deny this, however, and probably
would do so if it were true, becnuge
Russisa is not as well prepared for war
just now ae ehe doubtless hopes to be
pext year or after one bountiful har-
ves!, However, the war spirit that
occasionally makes the diplomatio
¢ruat oversprending Hurope bulge up
in places, seems to radiate from those
Beiaveule states, of which Servia hos
always been the most troublesome Lo B
general way.

Bervia has an ares of 18,855 square
milee, The population Ia ubout 2,280,-
000, Most of the people are members
of the (dreek church and of the derviasn
race, though Mohammedanism is the
reiigion of many, the country having
been formerly s depundenoy of Turkey
Belgrade, the capital, hus a population
of 55,000, The approximate strecgtb
ot its army on » war footlong is aboul
84,000 men, Bervia is a country of
tarms, grain and vines being cultivat-
ed aDd ADY prunes grown, lLis trade
is mainly with Austria-Hungary. The
troubles over the divorce and expuleion
of Queen Natalie, mother of King
Alexander und wife of the then relgn-
ing king, Milun, exciled wide atten-
tiop. Tbe esubsequent abdication of
Kipg Milan snd the succession of his
youny son and the recent reconcilla-
tion of Miinn and Natalie are among
the interesting features of recent
Europesn history. Probably etill more
interesting evente will grow out of
them.

WE MUST EDUCATE.

At Easton, Maryiand, is a school for
negro children and It {e quite well
attended. Recently an aged und noted
member of their race, who Wus horn
and rearesi near there, appeared before
them and made au interesting speeoh,
He told them of a negro Blave boy,
whose father and Dother died when
he wae gix years of age. His hed was
the dirt floor of & hovel. In colu
wenther hs often crept headforemost
into & Meal bag, leaving his feet In
the ashes of & small fire 1o keep them
warm. tometimes he satisfled hun-
ger by roasting an ear of corn or eggs,

hich he had eecured by crawling
under barns and etables. His sole
garment day snd night was s tow
Jinen shirt. There were no echools for
colored children then, but he learned
to read from su old Webeter spelling
book, snd to write from copy set for
him on cellar dvors by boys and men
wililug to bhelp him. The pume ot
that buy wus Frederick Douglass, who
alterward became the greatest man his
rage has produced in A merica, and
who has served as Presidential elector,
Unlied Btates marshal and diplomat.
It was an autoblographical sketeh,
for the speaher anpd the boy epoken of
were one,

The chlldren spoken Lo by Douglass
hnd no comprehension ot his nosition
In alavery daye; only those who ex-
perlenced such position could form
any conception of it. One thing that
he said, however, we hope they under-
atood: ““Bo long A& You remain jp
fgnorance, so long will you iai} tg
command the respect of your fellow
men.” lostructlve if not glowing apg
above ail, truthfull And what s wel].
filled page of the world’s history does
it open to the view!

Ag & rule, the men who bave writ.
ten their names highest and most jg.
delibly upon life’s etructure, ip gup
land at least, have been those whe
bad but lHttle Jearnlng to begin with
or nope at nll. The story of the nation?s
oareer counlaine hundreds of aygh
chapters, more of course in earljep
than in later yenrs. But when in thyis
generation we contemplate the spen-
tacle of s man who ross from ope
olvll statlon to nanother unu)l ag
last be hecame Preeldent of the
United Blates and whose firat lessons
in reading and writing were gjvep
by his wife, we can then apyg
perhaps only then realize how losig.
pificant is the man with an uncultf.
vated mind and to what helghts of fame.
fortune and honor may bhe not climt’;
w hose draughte at the Plorian BPTIn
are deep and constant! (liven m thirag
for knowledge, a disposition to inveaty.
gute and analyze and find out, and the
possessor thereot will become inform-
ed and of consequence whether he
ever sees the inside of & sochoo! house
or nof; but it shoull be remembereq
that thoe school house slmplifea hig
work, culs off many of the difficulties
he would otherwise encounter and:
places him farther ahead in the lifa.
race for knowledge ond 18 attendap
advantages. b

HADES NOT VICTORIOUS.

DAl the gates of bell prevail againat
the primitive Churen? The NEwa has
been requested to BUREZOSL a0 Anawer to
this gquestion, concerning which differ-
ent opinions are said to bave heen ex.
pressed recently by members of the

Church,
The Lord told Peter, after thijg
Apostle had made the gonfession:

“Thou art Christ, the Sun of the livipg
Qod,” that He wouid build Hig
Cburch upon thie rock, and *‘the gates
of hell [or rather Hadee] shull not pre-
vall agaipet it.** (Matth. xvi, 18.)

The language employed is highly
figurative, Courts of Justice snd pub.
1i¢ councils were anciently often held
in the gates of cities and much of the
safoty and happlness of A community
ut that time depended on the strength
of the gates and the wisdom of the
Judges who eat there, Undoubtedly
the Lord atludes to this circumstance,
Theplain meaningof the igurative ex-
pression would then be, Lhat nsither the
strength nor all the wiedom of the
powers of darkness should overcome
or guin tbe victory over the
Church, founded on eternal, revealed
truth.

The questlon therefore i1s, Did the
powers of darknese overcome the
Church? Did S8atan gain the victory?
Most decidedly not. Through the
persecutions that -reged duricg some
of the pagan emperors, millions were
slaln, and during the succeedlng anges



