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cowdery were set apart and baptized each
other by the order of god they were or-
dained from heaven and they setst in order
and organized the church and the very
nature of that organization placed it in the
hands of the people who received the bles-
sings of baptism and the laying on of hands
it placed them in a position to judge for
themselves in relation to the correctness of
the doctrine they believed in they received
the holy ghost and were brought into re-
lationshiplationship and union with heaven and it
was the privilege of every one who went
forth in humility was baptized for remis-
sion of sin and received the laying on of
hands if they lived in faith fullness before
the lord to know of the truth of the doc-
trines they had obeyed

this is the nature of our religion this iaIs
the position that we occupy todayto day ifwe
live faithfully before thothe lord we havohavehavethethothe
light and inspiration of the holy ghost to
guide us but if wevve depart from the princi-
ples of truth and rebel against theauthorthe author-
ity that god has placed in his church then
thetho holy spirit withdraws from us and wowe
are leftlett in the dark now we have the law
and order of god in our midst wo aroare told
that allalikingdoms are governed by law
there aroare celestial terrestrial and
kingdoms thetho celestial kingdoms are gov-
erned by celestial jaws the terrestrial by
terrestrial laws and the by

lawslawa all bedbebbeingsags hayohave laws suited to
their capacity by which they are governed
and these laws aroare framed by thothe great je-
hovah the laws which he has instituted
are eternaleternal in their character they are not
connected with earth only but with
liheaveneaven not only with time but with eter-
nity hence the gospel is calleailedthe everlast-
ing covenant or the everlasting gospel
this covenant like the gospegospelI1 which is as-
sociatedsociated with it is without beginning of
days or end of years eternal in its nature
and in its effects and consequences

now then for our government god has
PplacedI1aced in his church presidents apostles
high councils bishops courts or councils
he has placed in his church seventieseventies
high priests elders priests teachers audanu
deacons hohe has given laws for the direc-
tion and management of the church mil-
itant and those directions and organiza-
tions and this priesthood which helie has
given to us are a copy of that which exists
in the heavens and as we are associated
with a church and gospel which aroare ever-
lasting so aroare we also associated with laws
andana principles that are everlasting that
is they aroare calculated to operate in timotime
and in eternity and when a president an
apostle a high council a bish court
or any other tribunal organized hero in
the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints acts according to ordination and
calling hohe orthey act not only for the time
being but they act as in the presence of
god and the holy angels as the priests of
the most high god holding the priesthood
that administers for time and eternity and
in this respect the organizations for gov-
erning and dictating the affairs and people
of this church are superior to lilliiallill other in r

a that exist on the face of thothe whole
earth being adapted to0 o the alendaLand
spiritual wants of men in time and in actereter-
nity

then again it is as we sing
all free grace and all free will who

forced any of you to become latter daydas
saints by what power were you coerced to6
come in to thisthis church did anybody forcefonce
you here I1 think not I1 navehavehave nuver
known of any such a easecaso if anybody eiseelse
has I1 should likolike them to tolltell me I1 think
that the elders went forth and preached thothe
gospel and you believed them and you
mademado a covenant before god that youyon
would keep his commandments and
introduced youyon bybaptism into the church
again they did not send a posse after
and forceyou to come here eherd was
process or writ issued nor coercion of
kind used and youyon might have stayed
sweden norway scotland ireland eng-
land aranyor any martofpart of thethoUnited Statesand no-
body would havehavo molested vouyouyou if you had
stayed therethero day
here it was all free grace and all free
will you bellebeliebelievedvedinin the gospel of jesus
christ and you believed in gatheringto
zion and youyon made use of all the faculties
within your reach to getgot here and finally
you came here

well daei anybody force you to stay
here why no who has prevented any
ofyou from going to california minnesota
lakottdakota montana arkansas to the states
or to tthetho0 devil I1 speak of these things
because some people talk a good deaydeal about
liberty but who has overever interfered with
you in any way it is well enough
for us sometimes to reflect uuponon these
things that we may understandunderstandunderstanzstanT the posi-
tion we occupy

again who has forced you into the prac-
tice ofanyodtheprinciplerinciple of the gospel quite a
number of the elders ofthe church have
more wives than one who forceforceddanyany of
you to take them was there any process
issuedissued mmcompelling you to take them 1 no
most certainly not who forced theth
women to take the men nobody then
as far as all these things are concerned to
which I1 have referred it is as I1 haye said
all free grace and all free will and none

cancall shaw wherein they have been deprived
of their liberty and rights

well iutlut there are some ofuswho wouldlike to havehavohavohave things ha little different that iswe think the majority of this people havemade a great mistake and have selectselecteddd
the wrongwron 9 person to govern and wowe oughttohave had some body else wellweil so longiong
as we are foolish enough to thank asa we do

my opinion is that we ought to be governed
by those wowe have chosen and by those laws
we enact ourselves
I1 want to ask a few questions in relation

to the priesthood here for I1 used to be in
the habit when in the gentile world of in-
vestigatingvestigating their systems and I1 want to
investigate and criticisecriticizecriticisoise ours as keenly as I1
would theirs if it will not bear investi-
gation it is not worth having

letnetnotuslotusus examine some of these things and
let us begin with president young hohe is
appointed as the president and headbead of the
church he stands so in thothe first place as
the legitimate successor vohe
stands as such in the second place by the
voice of the councils and authorities of thetho
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints and by the voice of all the people
who are members of that church he is
qualified for that office by the power of
god and the revelations which god gayegave
to himblin not only ina consequence of occupy-
ing that position but also in ansigeranswer to the
playersprayers of the holy priesthood who aroare
filledled with the holy ghost and notwith-
standing all their infirmities their prayers
and faith do ascend to god and he hears
them on behalf of president young and
hoile blesses him and guides and dictates him
as a natural consequence

A fotfey words now in relation to the
twelve are they chosenhosen by ierevelationyes and by ordination and by the
vote of the councils of the church
how are the high councils chosenjust in the same way and thothe
various high councils in thetho several cities
and stakes ofzion have to pass through the
same ordeal it is first the will of god and
then the sanction of the people our gov-
ernment is not like the governgovernmentsments of the
world some of them are elected by the
voice of thetho pepeopleI1 onlyI1 but ours is first
by the voice of godod andana then sanctioned by
the voice of the people and hence there is a
distinction between our system and theirsour freedom and liberty of action are also
a ionglong way beyond theirs the scrutiny
the oiliofficerscers of this church havohave to undergo
is ten times as severe as that undergone by
thether public servants of the people in any
other part of the world how so we meet
together twice a year at our general confer-
ences there the presidency the apostles
the high councils thetho bishops of the ter-
ritory the presidents of the quorums of
the seventies the high priests Eelderseidersiders
Priests Teachers and deacons are presented
to the people from all parts of the territory
for their approval andaud when thus convened
the name of president young is read over
and it is asked 4 do you sustain presidentyoung asms president of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints and all the
apostles presidents of councils bishops
and all the people lift up their hands in
token before god that they will sustainsus lin
him if they do not feel like doing sosobhyrh
dont they manifest it then that is tthehee
time and place to do it and the opopportunityty
is given them tadoto do so andaud as honest men
if they have aught against president
yonanyoung they shoichi conio right out and
say 11F do not believe in this that or the
other and I1 wish to bear my testimony
against it that would be honest but it
is not honest for imenuen to lift up their hands
as a token that ththey bif the presi-
dent and thenthon llenilenbenlienhen tbthytheyy go away mur
mur and complain ahlawlan 1I I1tadtodad fault withith his
acts Is it any yondervonder ti it men who thus
13sacrificeacriaerinicofico thewthair1 r anda d integrity should
losolose the spirit of odanaand go into darkness
ask yourselves yoye elderseiders of israel high
councilorscouncilorcounci lorsshighhigh priests and sevenseventiestips I1is 1itany wonder that men who will thus vivio-
late covenants made withwit uplifted handshanda
beforcegod should losolose tho spirit of god
and go into darkness they are poor

men do so and they
possess neither manhood norprInciple the
holy ghost will not dwell with them and
they are not fit to associate with men ol01
integrity yet such characters complain
about their liberty being abridgedabridgedl

not only is the president voted upon as I1
have indicated semiannuallysemi annually but his
counsellorscoun sellers also they aroare put upseparately
and voted upon by the people who are the

who thus vote upon these men are
they idiots drivellersdrivel lers and fools no they
are men whowho as a body have thought and
reflected moremoro than any other men tn thewe
world they are men more enlightened bbyy
the spirit ofoffruthfruth than any other men on
the face of the wide earth with all our
wweaknesseseaknesses and imperfections there is not
a people in the world who have investigat-
ed principle so much as we have this is
the class of meninen who voteveto to sustain the
presidency and the twelve and in fact all
the organizations and quoguoquorumsrunis of the
church Is this free grace and free will
if it is not what is it Is it friedofreedomin orog
bondage go out into the world and inquire
among our various church organizations
there whether men in this church holding
presiding authority in any of them is notflecheeelecteddbyby the pepeoplepieale over whom deprehe pre-
sides you will universally nindfind that they
are not ononly1 in this territory but in eng
andijandandlreland scotland wales scandinavia
and in all parpartspw of the earthoarth where is there
more freedom than here was I1 notnoi justi-
fied in saying that we are the most free
people in the world t think sowewe will follow the subject up a little fur-
ther there has beenbeena a great deal saidabout
our co cooperativeoperative institutions here who
has done this thing president young
some say but I1 do not so undeunderstandestand it
but with apos ates however it is as it used
to be among the children of israel one of
the prophets said is there evil in the eitycity
and the lord hathbath not done dittriit apostates

say is there evil in israel and bribrighamgh rn
has not done it now it is true tthainehat e
stands as the mouth piece of god and de
livers certain principles untous what then
we are called upon to act upon those things
which are presented to us and we have
our schools of the elders especially for
purposes of that kind all these things
are discussed there and all the members of
those schools have an opportunitytunit to speak
and express their sentiments adfaffand to bring
forth their objections andantl of advancing
anything that will be arforlor the good of israel
Is there much bondage in this I1 can not
see it if any ofyou who attend these inves-
tigations can I1 should like to hearbear you ex-
press your sentiments ifyou do not speak
yourOUir feelings do not go away and say

brigham forcedlorcey us to do so and so
this is too contemptible for a man there
is no manhood about nikehike to see men
jactact like men with a principle of manhood
about them and not go into a public meet-
ing where they have fulilull freedom ofspeech
and say nothing and then come out andand
sneak around the corners and say 1I am
bound and dare not tell my elingsfeelingslepoor fellfeilfellowsowa

wowe have our laws which are given us by
revelation and our church organization is
also given by revelation A man does
something wrong or there is some difficul-
ty existing here or somewhere else no
matter where there is a class of men in
this church wowe call teachers it is their
business to see that no hard feelings or ill
willivill exists among the people who are mem-
bers of this church they visit from house
to house and I1 would like them to come to
my house oftener than they do theyteley go0
from house to house to see that the peoplepeople
live their religion and keep the command-
ments off god Is this oppression ohloh
how much we are boptoppressed in zion to
have men come along and say brother or sis
terso and sodo you attend toyour prayers
are you living in peace in your filmilyfamily and
with your neighbors or havo you any-
thing wrong among you iftherethene is letiet us
try and get it right what an oppression
it is to leel after the welfare of the people
and counsel them for their good andancl teach
them the principles ofrighteousrighteousness some
people think these men of no importancet think they are of a great dealdeaidealoeof import-
ance and the more they come to my house
the more I1 esteem them for they are fulfill-
ing their dutduty aandind ifthoytheytheythoy do not comecorn ittielooks as if theyy are not magnifying their
calling do they teach me yes certainly
it is their place to teach me andandana see that I1
do right in my family it is their duty to
ask every man no matter who he is if he
is as big as a high priest the teachers have
a perfect right and it is their duty to see
after every man and every family

well suppose there is some difficulty
that cannot bedo settled by the teachers what
then why it is reported to the bishop
audand the offender is summoned before him
and the caso Is heard before the bishop and
teachers of the ward and if the matter is
not decided satisfactorily the parnesparties can
then appeal to the high council there
twelve men listen to the evidence offered
and decide upon the case and still another
appeal can be had if their decision is not
satisfactory and that is to the first presi-
dency irff any further appeal is wished for
then the parties mustmusi appeal to the lord if
they know how to get at him but when
men gotget so far entangled in disputes ttheye
dodonnot know much
do not know the way to him and coliseconse-
quently cannot appeal to him Is there
anyn bondage or oppression in all this I1
thinkhiiiit not would not these men who are
turbulent and will not listen to elthercither the
teachers bishop or high council like
to sogo and teachteam us all how to do rightricht
would not they make magnificent coun-
selors for us to put us all to rights and
have us all comecomocomototo their standard of truth
which shall wowe do brethren it is neces-
sary for us sometimes to examine the posi-
tion we occupy in order that we may un-
derstandderstand how we stand before the lord
and what our position and relationship is
to him shall we listen to the counsels of
those who have been duly authorized and
apappointedolnoin ed to0 act as teachers bishops andhghighh councilorscouncillorscouncilors or shall we listen to the
voice ortheodtheofthe turbulent unruly and rebel-
lious the saints can answer this

we are not aiming att personal angrand
isemena no one can layay that charge against
the elderseiders of israel who have ever
shown more zeal and disinterestedness in
ravegavepromotingromonomoting the welfare of others than they
have I1 look around me here and I1 see
hundredshundred of men who have been to thetho
ends of the earth to preach the gospel to a
corrupt and fallen world without purse or
scrip trusting inI1n the living god while trtry-
ing to induce their fellow creatures towto walkaTit
in the way ofbf life andan d salvation willIVIllyouyonyou
find such men anyNanywherethere else you might
go to i the methodists presbyteriansrians
chuichchurch of england baptists and others
and you might talk to them until yonyou
splityour lungs about going to preach the
gospel without purse or scrip and they
would not do it

well some say president young is
getting very rich yeyes and I1 am very
glad of it I1 likeliko to see people have means
who are inclined to do good with it and
not babe subject to every imp of satan who
feels like trying to injure the saints are
you sorry that your prayers havebave been an-
swered how often I1 have heard you pray
inin your meetings among the seventies
high priests high councillors and among
the publiopublic congregations that god would
bless his servant brigham in his basket
and in his store in his houses and his lands

and in everything that he hadbad about him
I1 havehavo heard amiyouyon pray this thousands and
thousands of times if you do not want
him to have meansmeana stop your praying
I1 would herohere ask who is there that knows
better how to use means than he does and
who does more for the welfare of this peo-
ple than president young well he
ought to do more some may say I1 say so
too and hohe does more than anybody else I1
know this and I1 could appeal to others who
know it too men not acosta
tise and the first thing they want to do is to
sell theirproperty that they may get away to
some other part of the world that is a
difdlfdifferent Mkind to whining around
all the time ifI1 were to apostatize I1 should
want to go off I1 would say gentgentlemenlemell
I1 did believe I1innyour religion but I1 do not
believe in it any more and wowe wylwui part
company I1 will go somewhere else but
in the selling of this property it not
frequenterfrequentlyIr passes into the handsbands of gentiles
which hehelpsapts us to sustain their influence
a thing anich notwithstanding aallaliI1 our cov-
enants we have done and are still doing
shame upon the elders of israel who cov-
enant thus and so and then go to and break
their covenantscovenantsl president young has not
taken this coursocourse and when menmon apostatize
and went to sell their property hohe usis thothe
man to buy it I1 have seenspen lotslutsI1 ofsuch
characters gotogo to him and he has bought
their property whether it will pay or not
others able to buy would refuse unless itift
would pay but he thinks it will always
pay to prevent the spread of gentile influ-
ence in our midst here not longagothere
was an establishment belonging to wells
fargopargo co for sale president younyoung
asked a number of individuals who haihaghad
means to purchase it but no it will not
pay was the answer well said he
it will pay memo to buy it and I1 am gogoinging

to buy it andandeehe bought it if it had not
been forlor that it might have been used for
purposes injurious to this people and
yet some are eternally grunting because
he uses wealth given by god in answerr to
your prayers for the benefit of this com-
munity

it is well for us to understand some of
these things Is it right that the devil
should have all the means property and
influence or should the lord possess it
whose right it is what are we after we
expect that not only one man will be rich
but that we all sharlshall be by and by we ex-
pect that we shall possess influence power
and wealth we expect the time to come
and we preach and pray about it when the
saints shall take the kingdon and possess
it and when their rule and dominion will
extend from the rivers to the ends of tho
earth and would you grumble because
god is beginning to fulfillfulfil it

I1 do not know but I1 have talked enough
I1 thought I1 would lay some fefew principles
of this kind bemorebefore the people

there aroare one or two remarks more that
I1 will make when we as a people every
halfyear vote for the councils and author-
ities of the church to manage control and
regulate thothe affairs of the kingdom of god
upon the earth shall they govern or shall
they not shall men yield obedience to
them or shall evereveryy man tatakek0 his own
course shall we give up the kingdom and
ourhopes of eternal life anandd exaltations in
the celescelestial kingdom of god or shall each
take his own course return to the beg-
garly be-garly elements of the world and go to thothebevildevil how shall it be I1 tell you that
while gods church is on the earth he will
govern rule and dictate and he will do it
through the power of the priesthood and
all whowylo do not like that let them help
themselves and lift up their hands against
it and go to destruction if they please forgod will rule and overrule turn and over
turn until the kkingdoms of this world
shallshail become the kingdomski of our god and
his christ aridand until the will of god shall
be done on earth as it is done in heaven
and every man will yield obedobeeobediencedence to thetu
ladof jehovah

may god bless us to be willing and obe-
dient and to liveouslive our rellrelireligiongionglon that we may
secure the blessings of dimandtime anaand eternity
tiponupon the heads of ourselves andland our pos-
terity in the name ofjesus amen
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