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Cowdery were set apart and baptized each -
other, by the order of God. They were or-
dained from Heaven, and they set in order
and organized the Church, and the very
nature of that organization placed it in the
hands of the people who received the bles-
sings of baptism and the laying on of hands.

It placed them in a position to judge for

themselves in relation to the correctness of]

the doetrine they believed in; they received

the Holy .
lationship and union with heaven, and it
was the privilege of every one who w?;t
forth in Bumi].ity, was baptized for remis-
sion of sin, and received the layingon of
hands, if they lived in faithfullness before
the Lord, to know of the truth of the doc-
trines they had obeyed. 1)

This is the nature of our religion; this is
the position that we occupy to-day. If we
live faithfully before the L.ord we have the
light and inspiration of the Holy Ghost to
guide us; but if we depart from the princi-
ples of truth, and rebel against the author-
ity that God hasplaced in His church then
the Holy Spirit withdraws from us.and we
are left in t.ga dark. Now we have the law
and order of God in our midst. We are told
that all- kingdoms are governed by law.
There are celestial, terrestrial,.and telestial
kingdoms; the eelestial kKingdoms are gov-
erned by celestial Jaws; the terrestrial by
terrestrial laws, and the telestial by teles-
tial laws. All beings haye laws, suited to
their eapacity, by which they are governed,
and these laws are framed by the Great Je-
hovah. The laws which Ie has instituted
are eternal in their character: they are not
connected with earth only, but with
heaven; not only with time, but with eter-
nity; hence the gospel is called the everlast-
ing covenant or the everlasting guapel.
This covenant, like the Enspel which is as-
sociated with it, is without beginning of
days or end of years, eternal in its nature,
and in its effects and consequences,

Ghost and were brought into re- }

l by the voice of
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my opinion is that we ought to be governed | say, ‘‘is there evil in Israel and Brighgm

by those we have chosen and by those laws | has not done it?”” Now, it is true that he
stands as the mouth piecé of God, and de- | thousands, of times., If you do not want

we enactourselves.

to the p
the habit, when in the gentile world, of in-

vestigating their systems, and 1 want to
investigate and criticise ours as keenly as I
would theirs, If it will not bear investi-
gation, it is not worth having.

Let us examine some of these things, and

let us begin with President Young. He is
a%pnin as the President and head of the
Church., He stands so,in the first place, as

the legitimate successor of Joseph Smith.
stands as such, in the second place, by the
voice of the councils and authorities of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, and by the wvoice of all the people

who are members of that Chureh., He is
qualified for that office by the power of
God and the revelations which God gave

to him, not only in consequence of occupy-
ing that position, but also in answer to the
prayers of the holy priesthood, who 'are
filled with the Holy Ghost; and notwith-
standing all their infirmities, their prayers
and faith doascend to God, and He hears
them on behalf of President Young, and
He blesses him and guides and dictates him
as a natural econsequence.

A fey words now in relation to the
Twelve. Are they chosen by revelation?
Yes, and by ordinaticn and by the
vote of the councils of the Church.
How are the High Councils chosen?
Just in the same way, and the
various High Councils in the several cities
and stakes of Zion have to pass through the
same ordeal. It is first the will of God and
then the sanction of the people. Our gov-
ernment is not like the governments of the
world—some of them are elected by the
voice of the people only; but ours is first
od and then sanctioned by
the voice of the people, and hence there is a
distinction between our system and theirs,

Now, then, for our government God has
E}aced in His church presidents, apostles,

gh councils, bishops’ courts or councils,
He has placed in His church seventies
high priests, elders, priests, teachers a
deacons, He has given laws for the direc-
tion and management of the church mil-
itant; and those directions and organiza-
tions, and this priesthood which He has
given to us are a copy of that which exists
in the heavens; and as we are associated
with a church and gospel which are ever-
lasting, so are we also associated with laws
and 'principles that are everlasting—that

is, they are calculated t9 operate in time |

and in eternity; and when a president, an
apostle, a high council, a bishops’s eourt,
or any other tribunal, organized here in
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, acts according to ordination and
calling, he orthey act not only for the time
being, but they act as in the presence of
God and the holy angels,—as the priests of
the Most High God, holding the priesthood
that administers for time and eternity; and
in thjs respect the organizations for gov-
erning and dictating the aflairs and people
of this. church are superior to all other in-
stitutions that exist on the face of the whaole
earth, being adapted to the tempori. and
spiritual wants of men in time and in elee
nity.
hen

ain it 18, as we sing sometimes,
“‘all free grace and all free will.,”

Whe

forced any of yoa to become Latter-daxy.!

Saints? By what power were you coereced
come in to thischurch? Didanybody force
ou here? I think not. I have nuver
nown of aug' such a case, if anybody clse
has I should like them to tell me. I think
that the elders went forth and preached the
gﬂ:gel and you believed them, and you
made a covenant before God that vou
would keep His commandments, and they
introduced you by baptism intothe church,
Again, they did niot send a posse after you
and force you to come here; there was no
rocess or writ issued nor coercion of any
<ind used, and you might have stayed in
Sweden, Norway, Scotland, Ireland, Eng-
land orany partof theUnited States,and no-
body would have molested yvou if- you had
stayed there untilto-day. What brought you
here? It was *‘all free grace and all free

will.”  You believed in the gospel of Jesus [ Peeple who thus vote upon these men? Are | appointed to act as teachers,

Christ and you believed in gathering to
* Zion and you made use of all the faculties
within your reach to get here, and . finally
you came here. _ -

Well, does anybody force you to stay

here? Why, no. Who has prevented any |
Miﬂﬂﬂﬂrﬂt&, |

ing to California,
Arkansas, to the States
speak of these things

of you from go
ota, Montan
or to the devil?

because some people talk a good dea’ about |

liberty; but who hasever interfered with
ou in any way? It is well enough
or us somecimes to reflect upon these
things, that we may understand the posi-
tion we occupy.

_Again, who has forced you into the prac-
tice ofany principle »f the gospel. Quite a
number of the elders of the church have
more wives than one; who foreed any of

you to take them? Was there any process

Our freedom and liberty of action are also
a long way beyond theirs., The scrutiny
the oflicers of this Church have to undergo
is ten times as severe as that undergone by
the publicservants of the people in any
other partof the world. How s0? We meet
together twice a year at our general confer-
ences—there [the Presidency, the Apostles,
the High Councils, tie Bishops of the Ter-
ritory, the. Presid
the Seventies, the High Priests. Elders,
Friests,Teachers and Deacons are presented
to the people from all dparts ofthe Territory
for their approval, and when thus convened
the name of President. Young is read over,
and it is asked, *“De you sustain President
Young as President of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints?’ and all the
apostles, presidents of councils, bishops
and all the people lift up their hands in
token before God that they will sustain
him. Ifthey do not feel like doing so,wh
don’t they manifest it then? That isthe
time and place to do it, and the opportunity
is given them to do so, and as honest men,
if they have aught against President
Young, they shonld come right out and
say *I do not believe in this, that “or the
other, and I wish to bear ‘my testimony
agalust it,” That would be honest: but it
is not honest for 1uen to lift up their hands
2s a token that they wil! susain the Presi-
. dent, and then, when thov go away, murs-
mur-and complain and 1 ad fault with his
acts, Is itanywodder ! at men, who thus
sacrifice their nonnr and integrity, should
lose the spirit of God and go into darkness?
“Ask yourselves, yo elders of Israel, high
councilors, high priests and seventies, is it
any wonder that men, who will thus: vio-
late covenants made with uplifted hands
before God, should lose the spirit of God
and' go into darkness? They are poor,

| miserable men who will do so, and they

ﬁ}ssﬂss neither manhood nor principle; the

| Holy Ghost will not dwell with them and

they are not fit to associate with men of
integrity. Yet such characters complain
about their liberty being abridged!

Not only is the President voted upon as I
have indicated, semi-annually, but his
counsellers also; they are put up separately
and voted upon by the people. Whoarethe

they idiots, drivellers and fools? No they
arée men who, as a body, have thought and
reflected more than any other men in the
world; they are men more enlightened by
the spirit of truth than any other men on
the face of the wide earth, With all our
weaknesses and imperfections there is not
g‘feuple in the world who have investigat-

principle so much as 'we have, This is

the organ

mgczd compelling you to take them? ' No,
- m certainly not. 'Who forced the
women to take the men? Nobody. Then,
as faras all these things are concerned, to
Which I have referred, it is as I haye said,
all free grace and all free will,”” and none
can show wherein they bave been deprived
of their liberty and rights, :
Well, Hut there are some of us who would
like to bave things alittle different:that is,
we think the majority of this people have
made a great mistake, and have selectdd
the wrong person to govern, and we ought
to have had some body else. Well, so long
as we are foolish enough to think as we do,

Church. Is this free g
If it is nut, what is it

bondag

He |

ents of the Quorums of

e? Goout into the world and inguire | in the way of life and salvation.

I want to ask a few questions in relation pliverscertain principles untous. What then?
riesthood here, for I used to be in | We are called upon to act upon those things

which are presented to us. And we have
our Schools of the Elders for
are discussed there, and all the members of
those schools have an opportunity tospeak
and express their sentiments an
forth their objections, and of advanecin
anything that will be f8r the good of Israel.
Is there much bondage in this? I can not
see it; if any of you who attend these inves-
tigations, can I should like to hear you ex-
press your sentiments, Ifyoudonotspeak
your feelings, do not go away and say
*Brigham  forced us to do so and so.”
This is too contemptible for aman, There
is no manhood about it! I like to see men
act like men, with a principle of manhood
about them, and not go into a public meet-
ing where thﬂy have full freedom ofspeech,
and say nothing, and then come out and
sneak around the corners, and say ‘I am
bound and dare not tell my feelings.”
Poor fellows!

We have our laws, which are given us by
revelation, and our church organization is
also given by revelation, A man does
something wrong, or there is some difficul-
ty existing here, or somewhere else, no
matter where. There is a class of men in
this church we call teachers, It is their
business to see that no hard feelings or ill
will exists among the people who are mem-
bers of this church. They visit from house
to house, and I would likethem to come to
my house oftener than they do. They go
from house to house to see that the people
live their religion and keep the command-
ments of God. Is this oppression? Oh!

have men come along and say brother or sis-
ter,so and so,do you attend to your prayers?
Are you living in peace in your family and
with your neighbors? or, have you any-
thing wrong among you? Ifthereis, let us
try and get 1t right. What an oppression
it is to teel after the welfare of the ple
and counsel them for their good, anc{ teach
them the principles of righteousness! Some
ple think these men of no importance.
think they are of a great deal of import-
ance, angl the more they come to my house
the more I esteem them, for they are fulfill-
ing their duty; and if thﬂy do not come it
looks as if they are not magnifying their
calling, Dothey teach me? Yes, certainly;
it is their place to teach me and see that 1
do right in my family, It is their duty to
ask every man, no maitser who he is; if he
is as big as a high priest, the teachers have
a perfect right, and it is their duty to see
after every man and every family.,
Well, suppose there is some difficulty
that cannot be settled by theteachers, what

v then? Why it is reported to the bishop,

aud the oflfender is summoned before him
and the caseis heard before the bishop and
teachers of the Ward; and if the matter is
not decided satisfactorily, the parties can
then appeal to the High Council. There
twelve men listen to the evidence offered
and decide npon the case; and still another
appeal can be had if their decision is not
satisfactory, and that is to the First Presi-
dency. Ilany further appeal is wished for

they know how to get at Him; but when
men get so far entangled in disputes, they
do notgenerally know muchaboutHim,they
do not know the way to Him, and conse-
quently cannot appeal to Him. Is there
any bondage or oppression in all this? I
thinknot. Would not these men who are
turbulent and will not listen to either the
teachers, bishop or High Council, like
to go and teach us all how to do right?
»Would ‘not they make magnificent coun-
selors for us, to put us all to rights and
have us all come to their standard of truth?
| Which shall we do brethren? It is neces-
sary for us sometimes to examine the posi-
tion we occupy in order that we may un-
derstand how we stand before the Lord,
and what onur position and relatiohship is
to Him,
those who have been duly authorized and
_ bishops and
high couancilors, or shall we lisSen to the
voice of the turbulent, unruly and rebel-
lious? The Saints can answer this,
~ We are not aiming at Ezrsnnal aggrand-
iIsement; no one can lay that charge against
the elders of Israel. Who have ever
shown more zeal and disinterestedness in
romoting the welfare of others than they
ve? I look around me here, and I see

the class of men who vote fo sustain the | hundreds of men who have heen to the

Presidency and the Twelve, and in fact, all | ends of the earth to p

izations and quorums of the | corruptand fallen world, without purse or

race and free will? | scrip, trusting in the living God, while try-
Is it freedom or | ing toinduce their fellow creatures to w

reach the gospel to a

Will you

among our various church organizations | find such men anywhere else? You might

there whether men in this church holding
presiding authority in any of them is not

elected by the people over whom he re- |

sides. You will universally find that they

%o to the Methodists, Presb i
hurch  of Englan&k]hptists and others

and you might to them until you,

split yourlungs about going to preach the

are not only in this Territory, but in Eng-
land,Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Scandinavia
and in all parts of the earth; where is there

gospel without purse or scrip, and they

| would not do it.

“Well,” some say, ‘“‘President Young is

more freedom than here? as I not justi-
fied in saying that we are the most free
people in the world? I think so.

e will follow the subject up a little fur-
ther, There has been 4 great deal said about
our -co-operative institutions here. Who
has done this thing? ‘‘President Young”
some say, .but I do mot so understand if;
but with apos- ates, however, it is as it use
to be among the ehildren of Israel. One of
the prophets said, ‘‘is there evil in the eity

rich.” Yes, and I am very

getting ve
rglad u% it. r}'likn to see people have means

who are inclined to do good with it, and
not be subject to every imp of Satan who
feels like trying to injure the Saints, Are
you sorry that yoar prayers have been an-
swered? How ufteu? bhave heard you pray
in your meetings among the Seventies,
High Priests, High Councillors and among
the public congregations that God would
bless His servant Brigham in his basket

and the Lord hath not done it?™ Apostates

[}

esﬁclal.l
purposes of that kind. All these tiinga ple than President Young?

to bring |

how much we are oppressed in Zion, fo |

[(Dec. 29.

ng that he had about him,

and inev
you pray this thonsands and

I have hear

him to have means stop your praying.
I would bhere ask, who is there that knows
better how to use means than he does, and
who does more for the welfare of this peo-

ht to d Z e
ought to do more,” some may s say S0
too, and he does more than m{y I:g.&y elag. 1
know this and I could appeal to others who
know it too. Men not unfrequently aposta-
tise, and the first thing they want to dois te
sell theirproperty that they may get away to
some other part of the wurlg. That 18 a
different kind ofapostacy to whining around
all the time. IfI were toapostatize I should
want to gooff. I would say, ‘“‘gentlemen,
I did believe in your religion, but I do not
believe in it any more, and we wi]l part
company, I will go somewhereelse.” But
in the selling of this property it not un-
frequently passes into S::e Ean s of gentiles,
which helps us to sustain their influence—

| athing, which notwithstanding all our coy-

enants we have done and are still doing,.
Shame upon the Elders of Israel who cov-
enant thus and so and then %0 to and break
their covenants! President Young has not
taken this course, and when men apostatize
and went to sell their property he is the
man to buy it. I have seen luts ofsuch
characters go to him, and he has bought
their property whether it will pay or not.
Others, able to buy would refuse unless it
would pay, but he thinks it will always
pay to prevent the spread of gentile influ-
ence in our midst, Here, not longago,there
was an establishment belonging to "Vells,
Fargo & Co., for sale, President Young
asked a number of individuals, who ha

means, to purchase it; but, ‘““no it will not
pay,” was the answer. ‘““Well,” said he,
*it will pay - me to buy it, and I am going
to buy it,”’ and he bought it. Ifit had not
been for that it might have been used for

purposes injurious to this people. And

Iyet some are eternally grunting because

he uses wealth, given by God in answer to
your prayers, for the benefit of this com-
munity.

It is well for us to understand some of
these things. Is it right that the devil
should have all the means, property and

influence, or should the Lord ess it,
whose rightit is? What are we after? We
expectthat not only one man will be rich,
but that we all s be by and by.. We ex-
pect that we shall possess influence, power
and wealth., We expect the time to come,
and we preach and pray about it, when the
Saints shall take the kingdon and possess
it, and when their rule and dominion will
extend from the rivers to the ends of the
earth; and would you grumble becsuse
God is beginning to fulfil it?

I do not know but I have talked enough.
I thought I would lay some few principles

1 then the parties mus?tappeal to the Lord, if

of this kind befbre the people.
There are one or two remarks more that
I will make. When we, as a people, every
half year, vote for the councils and author-
ities of the churchto manage, control and
regulate the affairs of the kingdom of God
upon the earth, shall they govern or shall
they not? Shall men yield obedience to
them, or shall every man take his own
course? Shall we give up the kingdom and
our hopes ol' eternal life and exaltations in
the celestiai <ingdom of God, or shall each
take his own courde—return to the beg-
rly elements of the world and go to the
evil? How shall it be? I tell yon that
while God’s church is on the earth He will
govern, rule and dictate, and He will do it
through the power of the priesthood; and
all who do not like that, let them help
themselves, and lift up their hands against
it, and go to destruction if they please. For
God will rule and overrule, turn and over-
turn, until the kingdoms of this world
shall become the kKingdoms of our God and
His Christ; and until the will of God shall

Shall we listen to the counsels of |

and in his store, in hishouses and his lands, |

be done on earth as it is ‘done in heaven,
and every man will yield obeaience to the
law of Jehovah,

May God bless us to be willingand obe-
dient and to liveour religion, that we may
secure the blessings of time and eternity
upon the heads of ourselves and our pos-
terity, in the name of Jesus, Amen.
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