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evaporate the light oils ard sam-
ples of the asphalt shall be furnished
the engi eer if required when
rock asphalt is laid adjacent to
street railway tra ks a 1 order of
stone panpavinging blocksblacks shall be placed
as directed by the engineer the
steam rolling is to be done by the
city the contractor is to furnish a
bond equal to 90 per cent of the
value of the surface of the pave-
ment

the committee on jordan and
salt lake canal to whom was re-
ferred the petition of the utah man-
ufacturing company asking the
city to sell them the canal bed rurun-
ning through lots 12 and 13 blockbloc
28 five acre plat A recommended
that the land be sold to petitionerspetitioners
for per acre

councilman hall opposed the
adoption of this report he thought
that all public lands should be ad-
vertisedvertised before being sold and the
public given a chance to bid he
thought it was illegal for the coun-
cil to sell public lands on the rec-
ommendationommen dation of a committee

councilman also
opposed the report but it was adopt-
ed

the committee on ways and
means reported as follows on the
great tax petition

SALT LAKE CITY
september ath 1890

to the honorable mayor and city
Cot salt lake aty

the undersignedundersignerunder signed the committee on
ways and means to whom the petition
for a reduction of the rate of city tax-
ation wasreferred respectfully report

that in the opinion of the commit-
tee the prayer of said petition cannot
be granted or the rate reduced below
4 millsaillsa and provide a sufficient reve-
nue to meet the current expenses of
the city

we are unable to state accurately the
amount rhe city will require for its
current expenses in 1891 but an esti-
mate of the expenses for the next
year based on the average expense of
those months during which the pres-
ent council has administered the af-
fairs of the city and with a view to
what haghabbenbenn done and what should
be done hereafter will give an ap-
proximate statement of the amount
requiredliredrewaane1 estimated total receipts for the
year 1891 areareasas follows
city tax 4 mills on
licenses tax etc
water rates
fines police court
Temecemeterytery
poll timtax
rentbent account arao
dog tax 2000
edginee ing department

total
ESTIMATED disbursements

power etc torfor sewers 2500
street hupfsupervisors department
jordan anac d saltsal t lake canal
fire department including salaries
liberty park improvementsimpi movements
street lighting
cemetery
Water masters department
Eengineeringngif

1

ie ering department
health department 6
prison expense
claims and damages
washington square fiaoponcepolice department including salar-

ies
ralsalariesariaeetctc city officers
interest on bonds

total 00
deduct estimate income

deficit

the estimate for 1891 omits expendiexpends
tures for pavement improvements for
which moneys can be raised by special
tax or assessment or from the sale of
bonds for permanent improvements

the growth of the city has made it
necessary to increase the police force
extend the system of street lighting
increase the fire department and its
force and to begin a system of gene-
ral improvements adequate to the
wants of the city and which cannot
pebe carried on without a corresponding
increase of revenue and the tax orof
four mills on the dollar is a much
lighter tax than other cities raise es-
peciallyally at a time when they are mak-
ing a system of improvements required
by the growth of a village to a city

whilewhile these estimates are only ap-
proximate and based on the experience
of the council for part of the year we
believe they cannot as a wwholehole be
safely reduced and that a tax of less
than four mills will either greatlygread re-
tard teavenecessary imimprovementsmovementsrovements or leave
a large deficit at ttethe end of the year
1891

we return herewith the opinion of
the city attorney on the queRquestiontion of
the power of the council to reduce the
rate after it has once been established

respectfully submitted
L 0jaxesJAMES ANDERSON
W Fr LYNN

cammicommitteekte e on ways and means
the city attorneys ominioopinio i rela-

tive to the subject was read as fol-
lows

fo-
llow

SALT LAKE CITY aug 29 1890
sonhon george M scott mayor

dear sir in answer to your ques
tion as to the power of the council to
change the rate per cent of the city
taxes for the current year after the
same has been determined by the
council I1 beg leave to say that sec-
tion 1813 of chapter 23 of the revised
ordinancesOrdinancei of salt lake city pro-
vides that the city council shall on
the return of the assessment roll aap-
point a time to hear complaints atifif
any and determine the assessor and
collectors compensation also de-
termine the rate per cent of the
city tax for the current year the
recorder shall within twenty days
after the receipt of the assessment
roll set the amount of tax in the
proper column opposite the name or
description of the property and furn-
ish the assessor and collector with said
assessment roll on receipt of the
assessment roll from the recorder
the collector shall furnish to each tax
payer by mail postage prepaprepaidprepaid or
leaveleave at his residence or usual placeI1 ce
of business if known a notice 0of tthee
amount of tax assessed against him
and where and when payable and
return said assessment roll to the city
coonccouncil11 1 l

the records of the council show that
the council complied with the provi-
sions of the ordinance above quoted
by fixing the time when the rate per
cent for the current year should be
determined and at that time did de-
termine the rate per cent for the cur-
rent year

in determining ththe weerate per cent it
is to be supposed that the council in
order to act intelligently ascertained
approximately from th roll as re-
turned by the assessor the value of
the taxable property of the city and
then estimated the financial needs of
the city for the current year and from
such estimaee determined the rate per
cyntcent of the city tax for he current
yee randarand passed an ordinance levying
the same this was auall done strict-
ly1 in accordance with the ordinance of
ttheke city

after this was done the recorder
within twenty days set I1 he amount of
tax in the proper column opposite the
name or description of the property of
each taxpayer and furnished the as-
sessor and collector with such assess-
ment rate the assessor and collector
then furnifurnishedshed to each taxpayer per-
sonally or by mail postage prprevailprepaidpre paideVaid a
notice of the amount of the tax as-
sessed against him and when and
where payable and returned the as-
sessmentses roll to the city council

section 14 of chapter 23 of the re-
vised ordinances of 1888 provides
that the city council shall constitute a
board of equalization and shall have
power to determine all complaints
made in regard to the assessed value
of any property and may change andTcorrect any vavaluationaaion either by ad-
ding thereto or deducting ther efroin
and if the board of equalization should
find it necessary to add to the assessed
valuation of any property on the as-
sessmentses roll they shall direct the
recorder to give notice to the persons
interested by letter postage prepaidpre paid
deposited in the postpostofficeoffice or other-
wise postage prepaidpre paid naming the
day when they shall act in that case
and allowing a reasonable time for the
party to appear

it will be seen that the council vot-
ing as a board of equalization has
only the powerower to determine com-
plaints miemade in regard to the assessed
value of any property and may chanchange
and correct the valuation either by ad-
ding to or deducting this
section nowherenow here provides for a change
of the rate per cent it must be as-
sumed that the city council which en-
acted the revised ordinances used apt
words to express their meaning
therefore the use of the word ideI de-
terminedter mined must have been used in the
sense that after the matter was onoeonce
determined that it was fixed and
ended the definition of the word
determined would imply this con-

structionststr among the definitions are
atoto set bounds to to fix termination
of 91 to limit to bound to bring
an end to to finish to fix power
or character of to ascertain definite
ly 19 to bring to a conclusion 11 0goo
settle by authora tive or judicialeudicia sen-
tence to come to a decision to
conclude it

to assume that the rate per cent
could be changed after once being de-
terminedter mined would imply that the ratsrate
could either be lowered or raised to
raise the rate would perhaps invalid-
ate thtb a whole tax and by parity of
reason to lower it might have the
same effect

upon the whole question I1 am ofef
the opinion that the council having
once exercised their power at the ap-
pointed time and in the manner pre-
scribed by the ordinance having de-
terminedtermined the rate per cent of the city
tax for the present year that they have
no power to change the same

respectfully etc
8 A MERRITT city attorney

the committee on license re-
portedpor ted that Wwmm henderson hadbad
paid the city recorder 1375 for a
peddlers license to be used in ban
wepete county in attempting to do
business in that county henderson
discovered the license was no gowgood
the committee recommended that
his money be refunded adopted

this incident led to a discussion
of peddlers licenseslicensee during which
the city attorney explained thai 7

property owners on main street
were deriving a revenue by renting
the sidewalks to fruit standsstand8 eteetc
he thought such a use 9afpf the ddalde0


