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bad an hours chat today with mr
john russell young as to his plans

the new national library he
I1 lustjust returned to his home after
of over the various rooms with

spoffordBpofford and the chiefs of the dif
wt divisions and had before him

fc iet of plans showing the floors and
how each part of this great book

eee is to be arrangedarranged mr youngs
e isin now on new jersey avenue
tta a few blocks of the library

fusing to see him I1 walked by the
of the national capitol down the

al1 stairs of which a wooden
ehh or chute has been built to

thee boxes 0off books from the old
y down into the wagons in
i they are to be carried to the
I1 saw scores of workmen bring

these boxes on their shoulders out
capitol and putting them into

utelute men stood at the bottom
cb the boxes as they came flying
and as soon as one wagon was

i i noticed that there was an
there to take its place already

al hundred thousand books have
moved and it is expected that
before CongcongressTess meets thithis vast

on of volumes and pamphlets
stored away in its new home

e JX give myy interview with mr
let me tell you something

the man some of the papers
joto look uponn him as a politician
r than as a literary man this
mistakeinake mr young is almost a

hi he began to write
theie newspapers long before he was

althisltof his teens he has been a stu
allali his life and today he has one
6 largestgest private libraries in the
Q statestes his collection of amer
at philadelphia numbers several

d1 volumes and he has rare
of nearly all the great au
his literary work has been

opon all over the world for
be was the head of the new
heralder id bureau in london and

eh spent much time in the brit
museumum library he has also

ed for months in the national
sy of Irbrancerance he has had ac
to the collections of spain at

td and there is hardly a great
of the world which he does not
ASao a writer he tois noted torfor the
of his english and when he

language is the purest anglo
it sogo worded that it could be pub
t without revision he has al

receivedelved high salaries I1 am
he01 got a year from mr
eft of the herald he must have
weell paid whwhenen he was vice pres
s the reading railroad and I1
ae abbhiis work today is done more
hebelovelove of it than torfor the

01 11kiich1 ch he gets from the govern

ws been stated that mr youngs
t was a severe blow to

spofford the old libraralibrari
daressress this tois a mistake

himself wrote the

dentde t that he did not wish to be con-
tinuedti ud as chief and in his letter he
himself suggested that mr young be
chosen as librarian when president
mckinley offered john russell young
the position mr young said he could
not accept it on account of his friend-
ship for mr spofford said he

mr president mr spofford and I1
have been friends for over thirtyyears we like each other and I1
would not for the world do anything
that would affect our relationsupon this president mckinley
showed mr young mr let-
ter and some weeks after that mryoung accepted the appointment therelations of the two men are of the
best nature they are working to-
gether spofford acting as literary as-
sistant and young as administration
head executive manager and in shortas librarian lnin chief

I1 asked mr young to tell me some-
thing of the size of uncle sams bookcollection he replied

it is hard to say as yet just what
it Is for years thousands of pamph-
lets and volumes have been storedaway in boxes packed up in bundles
and piled up in all sorts of shapes in
the basement of the capitol we know
that we have altogether about
books and pamphlets making
a million in all we have I1 judge
something like unbound period-
icals pieces of music and at
least maps in addition to
these there are manuscripts pictures
and a vast amount of material thevalue of which can only be known
when it tsIs properly arranged andclassified

but there must be a great deal oftrash in such stuff mr young
saidsa i d 1I

no I1 think not was the reply
almost every bit of it is valuable inone sense or another you know the

trash of one century becomes the
classics of the next ola pamphlets
which are thought worthless often
become very valuable the ameri-
can ones are especially so the li-
brary is the copyright record of what
the great american brain is doing itis the great brain reservoir of theunited states and it should contain
everything published

but does it do this I1 askedyes I1 think so far as the unitedstates is concerned the law requires
that two copies of each book copy-
righted must be deposited in the nat-
ional library we also get every for-eign book registered under the inter-
national copyright law and our addi-
tions to the library alone amount to
tens of thousands a year last yea
there were over books pictures
and other things copyrighted and ththeincrease of copyrights seems to besteady from year to year

will not the library soon become
full at this rate of increase I1
asked

no I1 think not replied the librari-an we can put all the books in one I1

wing or stack of the new building
we have shelving torfor years to come

the library covers about three acres
there are three stories which gives
nine acres for books machinery offices
and reading rooms nine acres is agreat deal of space there are al-
ready miles of shelving and if neces-sary room could be made for more
than books I1 doubt whetherwe will fill the library within the next
one hundred years the greatest li-brary of the world today is that ofparis it has volumes but
the books are badly housed thebritish museum library is next with
more than and I1 think thatst petersburg follows As for us
we stand about eleventh in numberbut if congress is as liberal in provid-
ing books has it has been in puttingup this book palace we will soon be-
come third in rank and we may even-tually be first

in what features is the library
especially strong I1 asked

it has a fine collection of american
pamphlets and books published in
america it is very strong in lawlam
political economy and history there
are however many gaps in our col
lection of french german and span
ish literature and also in other things
I1 want to see the gaps filled up I1
hope that congress will give us a big
enough appropriationn to buy the
the things which we have have not
mr spofford and myself are now
watching the cataloguescataloguercatal of sales all
over the world in order to supply our
deficiencies congress ought to give
a good appropriation to the library
and I1 think the building will cause it
to do better as to the book fund than
it has in the past heretofore the
library has had about a year
and one third of this has gone to ttethesupreme court the newhew library
building cost the interest
on the investment at 6 per cent ib

a yearcesi As long as the unit-
ed states is paying a year torfor
its library it ought to add the small
sum of or more for the
purchase of books which would keep
it abreast of the great libraries of the
world As it is we have a great many
good nuggets in the library we
have for instance the first folio edi-
tion of shakespeare a volume which
is worth from to 1I think
we should have not only every book
but all the editions of the greater
writers that can be found

there is one idea that I1 would like
to see grow in the minds of the
rich men of the united states con-
tinued mr young and that is that
one of the best places to leave their
money to is the national library the
british museum library was founded
by the gift of a man named hnssloan one hundred and fifty years
ago it was first kept in one of the
ducal palaces and for a time was
called the kings library george IV
desired to sell it at one time when he
was hard up but when he found that
he could not do so he gave it to thisthe
people it has since been largely in-
creased by gifts xuat now I11I andlunder-
stand

r
that there tois a fine collection of


