_TH__E: DESERET WEEKLY.

77O

ing or manu?admriﬂg o0 B large acale
have the benefit of wholesale orders,
the larger the better fur them and
the middlemen too. Tbere ig not much
riek in this; estlmated me gach
transactions uauaily are, there is none
at all,since woolen tabrica are not

erishahle or subject to many of the
deleterious influences thut other pro-
ducts are aftected by, Let us do a little
more for ourselves and, by degrees at
Jeast, grow out of the habit we have
fallen ioto of looking fur reliel (rom
bueluess siringencies tu agencies elee-
w here.

PULPIT POLITICS.

During the procesdings of the
Baptist conclave at Denver,Rev. 8. G.
Adams of thiscity, as we are advised,
reporied ‘‘eight Boston missionaries in
Tiah, and more discouragements to
the sguare mile than on any other epot
on the giobe.’’ Utah, ue said, is the
aeat of every**Bostou-hutched ism from
TUnitarianism down,!’ and all over-
ghadowed by the ‘‘best organized
maonstrosity ?? on the face of the earth.
He boldly claimed that polygamy was
atill prevaient, and its friende oniy con-
ceallng it 1o bope of statebood. The
Christisna of tne Territory did not
want statebhood, and he begged the
sociely to oppose it ju the Kast, All of
which s very pecular coming from an
avowed evaogelist and therefore ooe
whoav professione are the espreading of
the truth,

The isms of this Territory are, like
the people thereof, *‘overshadowed?’’
by the Federal government. W hether
the reverend prevaricator had thie in
his miod or not, he came as near tu
grath in pronouncing It an orgaunized
mouelrosity as insome other thiugs he
gaid. Anu hy what sulbhority does he
speak for the Christians of the Terri-
tory? Is his egotiem, like his dispo-
pition e [aipify, 80 Bbpormaily
developed that he fapgies thut only
those who ook at (uipgs us he
does are Chbristianse? It so, he
is to be pitled more than desplsed,
because such asu affliction s o die-
ease, ineradicable and not often sus-
ceptible of modification by any axency
of man, But forthe [alee ympressigus
which su¢h persons create abroud sod
the groundless prejudices which wonld
die but for their etale and musty false-
hoods, they would not merit se much
as 8 mention and would ceriainly
never réceive it in these coiumns st
Jeast.

————

CAPITOL HILL.

We ve ,ture to say that not one-half
of the people of Balt Lake City are
aware of the transformation that has
been wrought on what used to be
called Argenal Hill rince tbe city gave
and the Territery accepted u tract of
Jand on thatsightly bench for capltol
grounds. The flgures te show what
this tcansfprmutivn uns cost are not at
hamnd, but there is no risk ia eaying
that not one dotlar of tbe rum has
been misspent. The zrounus whereon
the ruture cagltol ouildiug will astend
have boen inade a thing of beauty, the
lawune and terraces are ol the greeuest
and most  velvely, the shrubs
and flowering planta of the
thriftiest and most beautiful, the trees

and appointments throughout ot the
tastlest and most gracerfut Irregu.
Iarity of shape does bul give greater
scope for ipgenuily of arrangement,
and while the preseut is in all respects
admirable the future may be antici-
pated ae pimply idyllic. Runniug at
an angle sorose the flat below may
be seen the last crumbling remains of
the Bpanish wall which in the days of
Indian depredatione completeiy en-
oircled tbe oity; and the vontrast be-
tween the old apd the new fa fruitful
of meditation aud hopefal thought.
The view of broad vulley, winding
river, pilent Lake and snow-clad
mountaios is at once a feast for miod
and eye, and a pource of Tenewed
uratitude for the good iness of the land
we {nhabit.

It is to be hoped thatio the near
future the capitol grouuds may be
throw o open to the public, to the end
that the broad driveways and pleasant
walks may be wenjoyed [rom oloser
soquajutance. We understand that
such s move has been favorably con-
sldered by those having the malter {n
cbarge, and that as soon as the flower-
fog plante shall have taken on their
belated coloring the gates will be
unlocked. . This decision s to be
applauded; public property deserves to
be uppreciated in otber waye than from
the ouislde of 8 high iron (feuce, no
matter bow ornamentsal,
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THE COMING VISITORS.

Ap wili boseen by s telegram olee-
where io these columns the die-
tinguisbed party of gentlemen from
the lnst who were to vieitue iu a few

days, have postpoued the trip for the
pressmt bul they may be along
iater io the eesson. They are
wembers of the United Miates Congrase
and stand bigh in the counciis of their
respective parties. Fhe people of Ulah
are best acquainted with two ol them,
vne by persoual assogiation, the other
by reputation—Charles J, Faulkner of
West Virginia apd David B. Hiil of
New York, both Demoerats and both
men of sterlin.: qualities and far-reach-
tng abllity. ‘The tormer Is known to
the political world more through the
wonderful endurance and matchless
tact exhibited by him in opposing the
po-cailed “foree bill’? when that measure
wus before the Beuate,his speech being,
we believe, the longest continuous oue
made belore that budy io late years, if
ot the lougest altogether. Senator
Hill e certajuly one of the most asiute
snod capable politiciaus lp the ocoun-s
try, & Toan ot considerable
atiainments and wonderful directnese
of purpose., He has built his own
atrugture unaided votil by hLis foroe of
character and quulities of leadersbip
be could command sugn ussistance as
he required, The gother members are
BSenaiol Platt of Coonoecticut  8and
Chairman Washington of the House
commitltes on lerritories, both of
whouw we know of und bope to kunow
more.

The object of tbe gentiemen’s
errand I8 to necertain by direct in:
tormation what the political. aod
geovral etatus of the territories ls,
with special reference to their finess
ior statebood at the present time. 1t is
understood in advauge that their iuo-
vestigations will Le non-partiran and

for no special politicai deslgn. The
work in hand should thus be ensily
dispored of, ae it would only amount to
& delermination of a few questious,
these beilng as to population, educa-
tion, present and p:ospective resources,
and the dispusition and ability to
maintain republican methoda. It
should not take the committee very
long to ascertaln thoroughly as to
all these, but of course they will
be more or less belenguered by the
Phifistines determined to pour ihefr
talee of menufactured woe into the
visitors* ears whether willing or un-
willing, and tbue a great deal of valu-
able time will be taken up witb irrete-
vant matter, If the hostiles do Dot
begin their oppuosltion to statehood
with tbe buiiding of the mud wall
around the site selected for this city
and polot to it ae evidence of a desire
to fence out the United Btates, we
shall be surprised; and if, continuing,
they do not present a verba} panorama
embraciog withio its ipcongruoue un-
foldings every acl ol violence and
Iawlesaness growing out of unsettled
conditions and disordered eoclety as
long ns the same lasted, 1t will prob-
ably be because the committee don’t
care to listen to it, realizing that they
are here to learn us to the now rather
thun the then of the case, however
fasoluating in its vooaslonal terrors the *
latter might belif Judiciously arranged
and ekillfully depicted.

W hatever the outcome of the vlsit,
if it shall yet tnke place—
whether it shall result in all the
territories being upreared {nto the more
dignified and responsible position of
political sovereiznly, or whetber as
usual Utah shall be counted out aud all
tbe vthers be favored as indicated—Ilat
ue hope that whatever is done will be
the result of a full and unforced con-
ciusion upanimously sgreed to; or
that ii, through prejudice or captioue-
ness there should be opposition to
whatever the majority may agree upon,
the reasons therefor may plaiily ap-
pear. Let fucts aud facts only be given
to the world, and thsn whatever ve the
conciusions of individuals tbue Terri-
tury’s position wlil etili be honornble
and influential.

PESSEE—

THE WORD “ AGNOSTIC.

A correspondent asks the followlng
questions: “When was the word
agnostic firet used and by whom, and
what does it realiy mean???

To commence with the lastquestion,
the word mguostic ia Gireek, derived
from the verb gignoakein, to know, and
the privative partivie a, colrespunding
with the English un eor Iu, in words
like unwise, inhuman, ete, Accurding
60 18 derivation, the word would
thereforeslgnily one who is without
knowledge, 1t is applied, however,
to one wno professes Lo know abeolute-
ly nothing but wbat hue been actuslly
demonetrated and 18 1o this senee only
unother nume for s certain class of in»
fidels.

'he word gnosis is found in 1be Sep-
tuaglonl as & trupsiation of the Hebrew
deah and aleo in the New Testament
unu denotea a tull kuowledge of the
ethics, ritusl aud tenets of revealed
religion. Paul mentione it among the
apiritus} gifte. Later it Joat this signi-
ficatlon and was applied to the so-



