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THE GARDO HOUSE.

IT is now nearly three years since
a vote was taken at the General
Annual Conference, that a suitable
building should be selected as a vlace
of residence for the President of the

Church, and should be properly fur-
nished under the direction of a com-
mittee, whom the Apostles should
appoint; and further, that a steward

should be selected to take charge of
this residence, who should furnish
the table and other household re-
quirements, and that the cost and
expenses of 8o doing should be met
Ev aegrﬂplgatiuuﬂ from the funds of

e Church.

While I was deeply moved wilh
the generous and munificent ofier
thus tendered to me at the General
Conference, I felt considerable deli-
eacy in placing myself in & position
of being the recipient of the favors
suggested in the above motion,
which was sustained by so large and
unanimous a vote, I felt then as I
do now, that I and my brethren
were one; and that this one-
ness ought not to be in
name or theory salone, but
in reality, and that while many of
my brethren necessarily could not
partieipate in the munificent gener-
osity proposed to be conterred upon
me, the acceptance of this
would have a tendency to put mein
a position which might be construed
as placing a barrier belween me and
them, which idea I could not enter-
tain. Again, I found that my fami-
W PRIGR SpSares il Bla ™ Al E
roundings, and felt the same repug-

nance to dependency that I myself
had entertained. For these reasons
I have t off the aceceptance of

this offer for so long a time, not out
of any disrespect to the kindly feel-
ings so freely and generously ex-
‘pressed by the Saints, but because I

elt reluctant to assume anything
like dependence, or to accept of any-
‘thing that might seem to place a
barrier between me and my breth.
ren, or which would in any wise
‘tend to alienate those fraternal feel-
ings and prineiples of fellowship
and union which ought always to
exist among the Naints of God. On
the other hand I have not been uu-
aware of the statements made by
the prophets that Zion should be-
come the prase of the whole earth,
and that we in this land should take
a prominent and leading part in the
arts, s iences, architecture, litera-
ture, and in everything that would
t.and' to embellish and beautify, to
exalt and ennoble Zion, and that it
was not for us tobe led by othels,
but to lead in everything that per-
tained to beauty, purity, intelligepce,
virtue, grace and refluement;. and
that according to the order ard

ussges of the Church, hav
ing been appointed and elected
President thereof, it became

my duty to take the lead in every-
thing that is caleulated to bring
about these desirable resulls and
place Zion where she ought to be,
ﬁ]rat and foremost among the peo-
plee. .

Understanding that this was
the sentiment that pervaded the
minds of my brethren, especially
the more experienced and intel-
ligent, I tbought it proper to
lay aside those rigid conventional
sympathies and usages which more
or less govern the honorable among
men, and submit myself and my
feelings to those high and noble
principles indicated by revelation,
and comply with the spirit dictated
therein, as well as with the views
and feelings of my brethren, and to
accept their munificent liberality in
the generous tender that they made
me in the above named resolution,
that I might not retard the mareh
of improvement, but lead the van
in that progiess which the prophets
of ancient times in their visions
have so beautifully and graphically
indicated, and in which thousands

and tens of thousands of my brethren '

in due time are expected to partici-
pate. For Zion is destined, as spoken |
of by the prophets, to be the praise
and glory of the ~whole earth. This
is not a dream or a phantom of the
imagination, but a reali'y which
will most assuredly take place.

And while I am very «ensitive in
arading my personal aflsirs
fore ~the public, yel my

|

for the frank express on of my feel
ings in this matter. 1 think it pro-
per that in all public matters of this
nature, we ought all of us to he in

reserve, that we may comprehend
each other’s feelings and positions;
and while I thank my brethren for
their kindness and sympathy, I
would not forget to lender my
thanks to our Heavenly Father,
through our Lord Jesus Christ, for
His kindness #nd interposition in
my behalf, for I do feel that I and
all of us are dependent upon Him
for every blessing we enjoy pertain-
ing to this world and the world to
come, and therefore wish, in all
humility, to acknowledge His hand
in all things,

I have received fromm my breth-
ren in all parts of the Territory,
and from other Territories. their
congratulations and prayers for my
welfare and happiness in the New
Year upon which we have just en-
tered, th from individuals and
communities,all of which | beg leave
most heartily and sincerely to reeip-
rocate. And in my Iale tiaveis
through the Terrd@ry 1 have receiv
ed very many =cis of Kkindness,

|the Presidents of the BStakes,
the Bishops, and other officers,
as well as from the pecople them-
selves, wherever [ and my brethren
journeyed and met with the Saints,
and for all acts of kindness and gen-
erosity, I feel to thank them, and to
tender my most grateful ackmow-
ledgments, for I know that they are
sincere in their gratulations and ex
pressions of kindness, and I most
cordially wish them all a bhappy
New Year, .

I tender my hearty thanks to all
who have assisted in the erection of
the Gardo House. To the architecis
who designed it, and to all the artl-
zans, laborers, ete.,—to the hum-
ble«t laborer as well as the most re-

wsl g mmygent and talented me-
chanies and &ruzians WNo Dave e

sisted in its erection.

I cannot but appreciate the taste
ingenuily ana yuveiigeuvo uispiay

by President Young

|

in the conecep-

its adaptability for the uses intend-
ed; and in the arrangement of the

brethren, I gm sure, will pardon me |

courtesy and consideration from |well

tion and design of the building, and |

-

There is nothing extravagant about
it, but everthing is of a durable cha-
racter and harmonious with the
surroundings,

Some remarkable gnesses have
en made about the cost of the fit-
ting up of the Gardo House, We
are abie to state, from information
obtained direct, that it will not ex-
ceed the sum of $15,000, The car-
pets, Turniture, hangings and ap-
pointments have been eelected b
‘competent persons, and while solid,
enduring and good, are not by any
means either gaudy or pretentious.

genuous and act openly and without | T..ey are intended for service rather

than show, and each article in every
room is in keeping with the sur-
roundings.

That the Church should provide a
suitable abode for its President, is in
keeping with the revelation concern-
ng the Nauvoo House, in which Jo-
seph Smith, by the word of the
Lord, was to have place with his
generations after him. In these
times of general prosperity there is
no need for niggardliness in such a
matter, and while we are about the
basiness of making a home for our
chief, it is fitting that it should tea
good one of which no one need be
ashamed.

Zion is yet to be the joy of the
whole earth, and among her other
material attractions will be tbe
buildings erected and adorned by
the skill and handiwork of the
Saints until, in the words of the
Psalmist those who come from afar
to view her rising glory, will ex-
claim: “Walk rcund about Zion.
Tell the towers thereof. Mark ye
her bulwarks, consider her
palaces, that ye may tell it to the
generations following.”

We are pleased to see that one of
{he veterans of the latter-day work
who has tiaveled from land to lami
and from sea to se2, who has suffer-
ed with the exiles and bled
with the martyrs, forsaken all
things for the truth, taken joyfully
the despoiling of his goods, minister-
ed to the Saints at home and abroad,

| shared in the hard time= and stood

as the Champion of Right for near-
ly half a century, is now surrounded
with comfort, and has a pla‘e to lay
his head and to receive his friends,
that his brethren and sisters may
be proud of as an abode for their
leader. ;
v

- President Tavlor has the b

ﬁg wishes of the Lacwer-day
s

ned

for himself and family,
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who pray for their President and
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8 of lsrael
wich him and all his household
many happy New Years at home

whole edifice hiz talent and ability
are conspicuously exhibited,

There is much credit due to the
Committee who provided the furni-
ture, carpeting, tapestry, and other
fittings and furnishings; also to the
Committee of Ladies (Mesdames
Jennings, Barratt and Staines, and
other ladies who assisted them),
who suggested, supervised and
placed the finishing touches unon
\the internal arrangements and
equipments, and who provided the
rich, chaste, elegant and beautiful
ornaments there exhibited. To
these and all persons who have in
any way aseisted in the ereclion,
mdornment and ornamentaiion of
the building I tender my cordial
acknowlegments.

JOHN TAYLOR,

Salt Lake City,

January 3rd, 1882,
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A HOME FOR THE HEAD OF
THE CHURCH.

[N response to the vote of the Lat-
terday Saints at the General Confer

Taylor has taken up his resid
in the Garde House. It was consid.
ered by a number of our leading

men that the President of the
Church, who is fr
upon by distinguished ple of
various nations, should be so situat-
edasto be able to receive them
suitably, and also 1that he should be
at least as well housed and cared for
as prominent men in Chureh and
State here or elsewhere. The msat-
ter being presented to the Saints in
(Conference assembled, a vote was
taken. It was unanimous, and the
President has now responded to it

Anything that is worth doing a1
all is worth doing well. . he Gardo
House is an elegant strocture,
the interior being arranged with
a view to comfort and con-
venience, and the finish and de-
corations 'eing suitalle and sub-

ence April 9, 1879, President John | powers except
ence | therein are reserved to the res

equently calle ||

on earth, and endless felicity in the
mansions of our God and Father in
the heavens.
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THE “COMMISSION” AND
TERRITORIAL GOV-
ERNMENT.

WE direct attention te a letter we
| have received from a “Native Born
Citizen,” asking some questions in
relalion to the constitutional powers
of the naticnal government, in re-
ference to the Commission to make
laws for Utah Territory, which Con-
gress is now asked to provide.

Ouar coirespondent is perfectly
right in relation to the limited
powers of Congress under the Con-
stitu ion. EKach State is to
some extent independent. Cer-
tain powers were relinquished by
them as separaie and sovereign
commonwealths, and vested in the
generafod vernment, Those powers
are plainly designated in the (‘;nnu.
tution, and it is specially provided
in that instrument that all other
those mentioned

tive States or to the people. Arti-
c¢les nine and ten of the Amend-

mentis to the Constitution put this
beyond question.

But has Congress any we, of
flexclusive legislation?” YI:;. is
provided in section eight of the
Constitution that Congress shall
have power, “To exercire exclusive
legislation in all casez whatsoever
over sue¢i district (not exceeding 10
miles -quere) as may by cessiun of
articular BStetes and the accept-
ance of Congress become th.
seat of the government of
the United tates, ete.” The
place thus ceded and accepted
s called The Distriet of Columbia,
and over that territory {‘'ongress has
exclusive legislative_ jurisdiction.
'his power being s
and limited, it follows that, consti

stantial, Mt been fuarnished

and fitted with excellent taste,’

pecially named | Perritories.

But a system has sprung up that
evidently was not contemplated by
the framers of the Instrument
which is the guaranty of popular
freedom. Portionsof the pablic do
main outside of the boundaries of
the several States were settled by
citizens, and some form of govern
ment became necessary for toeir
welfure and the Fublic good. There-
fore, what are called jerritorial gov-
ernments were insuituted, designed
to give those cit s the protection
of the nationaf government while
in their weakness, and at the same
time secure to them tome of the
forms and liberties of republicanism.

Previous to the adoption of the
Constitution and just after the rati-
fying of the articles of Confedera~
tion, an Ordinance was passed 'Yy
Congress for the government of the
taorritory of the United States nor h-
west of the River Ohilo, wiich was
not included in any of the Stales
that were parties to the agreement
of union. It was very sparsely set-
tled. Congress therefore appointed
a Governor, Secrelary and three
Judges to take charge of its aflairs un-
til the pulation “numbered five
thousand free, male inhabitants ol
full age.”

During the period previeus o this,
the Governor and Judges were u-
thorized to “adopt and publish in the
district such laws of the otriginal
States, civil and criminal, as might
be necessary and best suited to the
circumstances of the district;” these
were to be reported to Congress and
to be in force until the population
of five thousand was obtained, when
a (General Assembly was to be
elected, and this body should have
the power of original legislation and
of annulling any or all laws framed
by the Governor and Judges,

Connected with this Ordinance, as
par t of it, w s¢ & (1 Jacl ween
the original States and the Terri-
tory, by which perfect freedom of
religious faith and worship, the
right of habeas corpus

cured to the people, and alzo the or-
ganization of not Jes. than three nor
more than five States out of the
l'erritory, to be admitted into the
Unipn on the same footing as the
original States when either of the
former should have a population of

sixty thousand free inhabitants, and
NOvoo: o vonosiUEILT WILIN Tne tacawe)

confederation, The only “condition
to such admission besides popula-
tion belng, that the constitution

|

and trial by.
jury, and other privileges, were se-

fail to make the words of the yara-

graph, grammatieally or logically,
apply to organized comm .nities.
Can Congress “‘dispose” of the peo-
ple in the Territories? Arethey the
“property” of the ‘Iovernment?
May they be reck:.med as chattles?
Is not slavery abolished throughout
the Union? The whole arbitrary
system is founded on a plain distor-
tion of the text of the section, as it
is a palpable violation of the sacred
principles on which this govern-
ment is founded, But it has been
adopted and has passed into a recog-
nized prineiple of our nati nal sys-
tem, with % hich, however, it is in
-viglEnt ?imd. , g

‘he plan now proposed for the
government of Ut.nPi:, which i em-
bodied in the bill fathered by Mr.
‘Willets, of Michigan—who, by the
way, being not personally gifted
with the powers of legislative pa-
ternity, bas fathered several ill be-
gotten things spawned by political
adventurers—is a further stride
away from republican institutions,
a still greater trampling upon popu-
lar rights, and a more glaring d«fi-
ance of thedoctrines laid down inthe
Declaration . f Independence: There
is no “chapter,” there is .no “verse’
for it in the Constitution, 1t is sub-
versive of ewery though¢ and every
rule embodied in that “palladium of
liberty.” There is no palliation or
excuse for such an absurdity and in-
famy in a free republicyexcept that
which has been manufactured by a
few Utah political gamesters, who
are playing for a place in the Com-
| mission, or position growing out of
it. Think of it! Seven or nine per-
sons, appointed by the Government,
to make laws for a hundred and fifty
thousand people, in opposition to
their voice and wvolte! This by a
| national power pledged to securea
republican ferm of government
throughout the Uni n!

The only *‘precedent” quoted for
this=—there is nothing to justify it
in the Constitution—Is the method
| adopted before the Constitution was
ordained, in the northwestern terri-
ritory. And it will be found on ex-
amination that the whole spirit and
letter of that Ordinance jproviding
for the management of that terri-
lory, are op to the schheme now
desired by the clique that want to

rasp Utsh and its finances. Read

t and see. Compare the conditions
Ur tiro ewo Jooalities and communi-
ties—as differentasa wilderness rrom

a peopled city. Contemplate the

]l

and government of the new States
should be republican and in confor-

mity to the principles ennnciated in
the Ordinance.

When the Constitution was adopt-
ed, two months later, the United
States was bound by Section four ot
Article four to ““guarantee to every
| State in the Union a republican
form of government.” But a terri
torial system has been establish-
ed, which, modeled after the
plan of the Ordinance referred to, is
iIn many respects anti-republican.
The appointment by the general
government of the Governo:, Secre-
tary, Judges, Attorney, h‘nmhn!,
ete., without any consultation of
the wishes of the ple, also the
debarring of the eitizens in Territo-
ries from the right to vote for Pre-
sident and Vice-President or the
United Sta'es, and from the right
to a vote in Congress by a Represen=
tative or Delegate, is all subversive
of the fundamental principle of our
republican system, which declares
that governments “derive their just
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.”

The question is, whence is this ar-
‘bitrary authority derived? Seein
that the Government obtains its
powers from the Constitution b
which itis regulated and Jimited.

| where are the ““chapter and verse”

for Lhis jorisdiction? We must
state candidly that we do not know
of any. Bul those who ¢laim to do

80 cite a clause of Section three, of
Article four, of the Constitution,
which reads as follows:

“The Congress shall have power
o dispose of, and make all needfull
rules and regulations- respecting the
territory, or other property belong-
ing to the United States; and no
thing in this Constitution shall be
80 construed as to prejud ce any
claims of the United Btates, or of
any particular State.”

This is is all there is in the Con-
stitution on which to base the claim
for exclusive and supreme contro,
legislutive and otherwise, over the
The most ordinary
reader will perceive that this ciause

t;.tmaiuy, Congress has no such
r al power over any
e_gg the United States,

other part J

relates to land; that it is & question
of property, not of persons. And

€| despo

compact made with the inhabitants
of certain ized general rights,
and the privilegeg of statehood, con-
tingent only on a population of
which U/ah has nearly three
times as many as were required
for one State. Remember th:t
Utah has a Legislative Assem-
bly which holds chartered powers
and vested rights 1'nder the Organic
Act. And then think of a republi-
can Congress breaking up a £ystem
of government which has been in
active existence for more than
thirty-one years, to give the whole
Territory and its people to 8 seven
or nine handed Cemmisgion!

How would our “Gentile” friends
who have large property here like
the change? How many of the re-
spectable and mind your-own-busi-
ness non “Mormons” of Utah want
such an anomalons and dangerous
exercive of power over their affairs?
What ‘s sauce for the ¢ Mormons’?
in this matter, will be just as sour
sauce fur the “Gentiles.” Who
would want to invest means in a
Territory placed under the sovereign
control of seven or nine govern-
ment officlals? The carpet-bag rule
of the South would be high-toned
damuc;'my compared wilh such a
tism, :

Is there not supervision enough

¥ [mw over the Territory of Utah,

without utterly departin
vital principles of our itical sys-
tem? One man appointed by the
President and Senate of the United

Stal._ek usually a perfect stranger to
us and our wants, can veto all the

Acts of the Legislature elected by
the people, All he has to do is to do
nothing, and the laws they are
void; lacking his august signature
they are null, Congres:= has—or
exer.jses—both negative and posi-

from the

tive supreme power over us,
That body can either anpul
our liws or make others for

our government, without any voice
or vole of ours. Judges and court
officers of government appointment
execute such laws. Whal more can
be wanted? Nothing, we should
suppose, by reasonable people. But
howling anti “Mormonism™ is not,
and never has teen reasonable .1t
is not republicen, it is not human.
It is born of bigotry and nursed by

the most learned and erudite will !

passion, andis hungry for devasta
tionulﬁ destruction., We do mno




