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ANN ARBJE, Mioh., April 8.—Dar-
jog {mst autumn remsrks rimilar to
these were frequehtly dirscted to me,
siPardon me, Bir, but you are frem
Utah, are you not??? Y us “Well,
cau you tell me suything abrut the
Mormons—are there any of them left

h?))
inﬂ::r giving them what little in-
formation I possessed—wlith A sort of
I-don’t-believe-you look, another ques-
tion would be ventured. “Why, [
understood since they had been com-
pelied to g1ve up their rglagwn that they
were all going to Mexino?” *Nu, not
all are going to Mexico—the “Brakes
of Zlon” uwre only belog extended,
reaching ae they do teday from
Canadn to Mexico. This stare-
ment ia ulmost too much
for the average ‘‘Jown easter,”
who for the past decade has been edu-
cated 1o all the lore of aoti-Mormon
history, Ope good young mau from
Maryland (8 proepective lawyer)
wighed to know if half the peopile in
TUtsh were cividzed. I caocnot eay
whether I succeeded I chunging his
mind, for you will readily understand
irom his query that it wouid be mo
ensy task., For sixiy-three years,
througboat our land, the (Fospel of
Christ has been proclaimed by the
Mormones. Missionaries have ]avored
in every state in the Unlon, papers
have been published and books and
tracts spread broadoast, and etill there
are thousands of people today in tne
U nited States who do not possess one
correct idea relative to the history or
dootripes uf the Latter-day Saints. [
met a gentleman a few days ago frum
the noted Missourl; he {8 just complet-
ing a four years’ course in the Michi-
gan unpiversity. He reads Hebrew,
T.atin aud Greek, lv versed ia ali the
©id Jegende and mythological tesch-
ings of antiguity. ) Mark my
surprise when he asked if the Mormoas
believed in the Bibie? t'erhaps it
would not haVe seemed 80 8trange had
be not besu raised in the estate
that took aspecial delight in banishing:
this same peopls about Afty years ago,
Irving in his History of New York, in
speaking of ““banishment?? says ‘It is a
conciee manner of apnswerine un.
welcome dJdocirine and much resorted
to in apclent tunes.’? DMy friend
seenied to be chilviousof the fact that
his state had adopied this anelent
method of argument, in attexpting 1o
gllunce the uew defenders of the faith

of Christand those who proclaimed the

fulfilment of God’s word as contained

in Holy Writ.

These few illustrations will tend to
show the iznorance that is so prevalent
regardinu the **peculiar people of the
Rogkles.’” Btill we cau not wonder at
tbe false ldeas entertained,for no people
since the Apostolic Jdays have been
80 mallgned and misrepresented. T'o
three agencie-, more than all others, is
this condition due. Puapers, preachers
and politiciane, ‘.

The press has indulged in extrava-
<ant portrayals, not at a]l times wil-
ful, bat simply to answer the de-
mands of the populace by furnishing
sensati. nal stories, even if it had to be
Jdone at the expenss of truth and the
faleifying of aa honest people. Preach-
ers, irom the very day that Joseph
Smith first aunounced that he had
reoeived a revelation (and especially
since the organization of the Church
in 1830), have been in arms, waging
Al unceseing wallale agalpat whom
they term-d the impostor of the pine-
teenth century. Why? Beause he
came proclaiming truth and de-
nouncing error. Because he announced
the restoration of the f‘Gospel”—the
vpenlng of & new dispensation—
tbat God had again “spoken from on
high.”” Thees teachings aimed at the
root  of so-called Christianlty, and
meant the overthrow of all false
systems and creeds. To retard the pro-
gress of this work, Biblleal argument
wae resorted to (but soon abindoned),
reason and lugic was brought into
requisitlo , but falied to produce tue
desired effect and being in extremes,
regourse was had to the old eey—/false
prophet—imposier-siander

and Ch-
lumay. Pulpits, for the time being,
sécmed to lose their former signfi-

cauce, in place thereof, giving fortn
the most wilful and uncharitable utter-
ances, prejudicing the weak und un-
suspecting.,

Politicians 1o create excitement, to
agitate the popuijace and to further
thelr personal alme four.d a frulthfal
field in the cuuse of the unpopular
denvminuation, aud from 1835 wuatit
1890,natiopal and state politleal would-
o8 reformers bave gloried in the cause
that had {sw champlons but many
opponents. knowing tney wuuld have
no opposition but woull revel ifu the
plaudits of the many.

Apropos the olf adages “Truth i
myrhity aed Wil preval}” and “*Time
rights all things.”? These rayings wers
never more appropriate, for aiter half 4

céntury of unpretentious advance-
ment, the mists of faleehood are van-
fahinyg bafore the light of Incontrovert-
ible tagts, while Timein his unceasing
progress is tracing to its very source
the injustice of an honest people and
reveal pi to an enlight :ned world the
traths respecting Murmouism.

But while prejudice iz rapidly dis-
appeariug, it etill flnds lodgement
iv  the minds of eume Intel.
ligent, but wostly fanatical per-
so08. An aplt inetauce of 1his
tranepired a few days ago. Mr, J,
Jensen, of Parowan, la at Yosilante
attendiug the Michigan State N ;rmal
school. His class in rhetoric was re-
quired to wrile a tnographical sketch,
each member being allowed to make
bis own selection. Mr. Jensen wrote
upon the life of Joseph 8Bmith. The
sketch was handed to his professor,
(Mr. F. A. Barbour, a very Jearned
ventleman) who after criticistng 1t, had
Mr. Jeuson rvad it in his class, at the
couclusion of the reading, Prof. Bar.
bour complimented hAim oo his cum-
position, butcontinuing said, ¢But it
fs absurd—nothing could be more
absurd, [tiea sacreliglous uxpression
to suy that Joseph 8mith, a low de-
graded maa had visions. Beware of
ialse prophets, The dayaof revalatlon
are over and modern scleutific men
ure loud to sxplain in their iuventions,
It 1o just as God designed it should
be.” At last becuming excitedand very
emphatle in his gesticulalions, he
eried out, ““Mr, Jeusen, do you believe
he wus u propnet?” Thue youug man
arose aud ina very dignificyu manner
replied: ‘“*Taking the Blble and reason
for my stwudard, I do msst certainly
believe him a propher.” SWaty>?
coutinued the professor, *if y.u do
You are hopelessly lost and fatally
£0ne, and My udvico tv you would
tu turn from #such ldeas.?? Avygain
eame the reply, ‘‘Profussor, I have
never met in my it} expericoce, a
fair minded person who bas studied
the Mormon question but whut thelr
8troug opinlous Were modified, und
Yuu told me yeswrday that you had
not studied tne guestlou and tnerefore
¥ou are not competent 10 julge much
legato advise un the subject.?’ [hita laac
remark rather discontented the profa.-
sor, amd to recuover he adupted
the old methoi ani so delivered a
ulsertation oo pulygemy, but as
this subject (or, in (act, any dectrinal
questiou)} bad pot been relerred to, the
cians failed Lo Bee ite application, After
about titeen minutes hud besn utilizod



