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REMARKS
- PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG,

At the Opening of the Adjourned
General Conference, held in the
New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
May Tth, 1874.
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I Do not expect to be able to speak
much during this Conference, but
I make a request of my brethren
who may speak, to give us their in-
structions and views for or against
this general co-operative system,
which we, with propriety, may call
the United Order. If any choose
to give it any other name that will
be applicable to the nature of it
they can do so. A system of one-
ness among any people, whether
former - day Saints, middle - day |
Saints, eleventh-hour of the da
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Saints, last-hour of the day Saints, |
or no Saints at all, is beneficial;
but I wish the brethren to give
us their views for aud against
union .in a family, whether
that [family consists of the
parents and ten children, er the
parents, ten children, fifty grand-
children, or a hundred and fifty
great-grandchildren, and so on un-
til you get to a nation. I ask of
my brethren who may address the
congregations to give us their views
for and against union, peace,good or-
der; laboring for the benefit of our-
selves, and in conneetion with each
other for the welfare and ha?pinm
of all, whether in the capacity of a
family, neighborhood, city, state,
nation, or the world.

We see the inhabitants of the
earth, as individuals and nations
struggling, Btriving, laboring and
foiling, every one for himself and
nobody else: all are anxious to bless
their own dear selves. If you will
permit me I will quote an anecdote

Ilm]

Y |lars yearly. Is this economy or

in illustration of this truit of char-
acter among the human family. A
man, in asking a blessing upon his
food, prayed, ‘O Lord, bless me and

my wife, my son John and his |

wife,we four, and no more; amen.”
If we have generosity of feeling

sufficient to pray for blessings upon
a fifth person, or upon a whole fam-
ily, neighborhood or community,
all the better.

We are notentering into any new
system, order or doctrine. There
are numbers of organizations of a
similar character, as far as they go,
in our own country and in other
countries. Our object is to labor
for the benefit of the wliole, to re-

trench in our expenditures; to be
prudent and economical; to study
well the necessities of the commu-
nity and to pass by its many useless
wants; to study to secure life,
health,. wealth, and. union, which
is power and influence to any eom-
munity; and I ask my brethren,
while addressing the people during
this Conference, to take up these
items of every-day life. It seems
‘to be objectionable to some, for the
Latter-day Saints to enter into a
self-sustaining system, and the pro-
bability of our doing so causesa
great deal of talk. 1f we were in-
fidels, any other sect of Christians,
or neitherChristians nor infidels,but
mere worldlings, seeking only to
amass the wealth of this world
nothing would be thought or said
against it. But for the Latter-day
Saints to make a move to the right
or to the left, to the front or to the
rear, a suspicion arises directly in
the minds of the people. 1 will
say to the inhabitants of the whole
earth, that the Lattoer-day Saints
are going to work to sustain them-
themselves, to do good to them-

selves, to their neighbors and to the
whole human family;they are goin
to labor to establish peace and goo
order on the earth, just as far and
as fast as they can, and to prepare
them for a ha{’pier world than this.
Talk about it, ery about it, deride
it, point the finger of scorn at it,
we care not, we are the servants
and handmaids of the Lord, and
our business is to build up his
kingdom ugon the earth, and let
allthe world say what they please,
it matiers not to us. It is for us to
do our duty.
Now let me present one little
matter. Here are brethren from all
- .parts of the Territory, te represent
the  different branches of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. We find our brethren
in varjous parts of the Territory are
in possession of a little land; take
& man, for instance, who has got a
five acre lot. He wants his team,
he must have his horses, harness,
wagon, plow, harrow and farming
utensils to cultivate that five acres
just as though he was farming a

hundred acres. And when harvest
comes, he is not accommodated by
his neighbors with a reaping
machine, and he says—‘‘Another
year, I will buy one,” and this to
harvest five acres of grain. Take
the article of wagons among this
people, we have five where we
should not have more than two;
and the money that is spent need-
by our people for wagons
would make a small community
rich. Again, take mowing and
rea in% machines, and we have
pmﬂab y twice or three times
as many

in this Territory as
the people need. They stand
in the sun and they dry up and
speil, and this entails a heavy
waste of property. We may take
also the article of harness for horses.
If this community would be united
and work cattle instead of horses
they might save themselves from

two to five hundred thousand dol-

wisdom? A few years ago we rais-
ed our own sweet; but when the
railroad came it brought sugar to us
very cheap, and where is our sorg-
hum now? There is hardly any
raised in the whole Territory. The
people say—‘‘The sugar 1is so
cheap.” Buppose sugar was only
one penny a pound, and you had
not that penny and could not get
il& what gooci would it do you?

one at all. Ifcotton cloth can be
bought for fifteen, ten or six cents
a yard, what does it profit a
people if they have not
the money to buy it? 1t doesthem
no good. When they have the
ground to raise the cotton, and the
machinery to work this cotton u
and make the fabries they need,
they can doit, money er no money.
And so we go on from one thing to
another, and we would be glad if
our brati:ran, in their remarks, will
give us their viewsand instructions
on these points, and the bearing
they have had upon the people in
the past, and how they will aflect
them in connection with the
United Order which we are now
seeking to introduce.

If any man, merchant, business-
man, or anybody else hasanything
to bring forward, to show, as the
think, that the United Order will
militate against the interests of the
community, we invite them to
speak it freely, and give us both
sides of the question. Weare for
the best, we are for the right, for
that which will accomplish’ the
greatest good to the greatest
number. shall now give place
for ethers to speak.

DISCOURSE
ELDER ERASTUS SHOW,

DELIYVERED

At the adjourned General Confer-
ence, in the New Taber-
nacle, Salt Lake City,
Friday Morning, '

May 8th, 1874.

REPORTED IIY DAVID W. EVANS.

THE United a'_der of Zion, pro-

operative systems in this Territory
have accomplished very great good
for us, but they have been only
combinations of capital, the pro-
posed system embraces labor as
well as capital, and it designs to
make the interests of capital and
laboridentical. True, there is one
feature in the articles read yester-
day which may require a little
modification; it is at least a good
subject for mature reflection and
consideration before their . final
adoption; and these articles are pre-
sented before the people for this
purpose.

The combination of labor and
capital in this order will enable us
to promote all branches of industry
which shall appear, in the judg-
ment of the common Order, to be
for the general geod. At pre-
sent, capitalists are loth to en-
gage in any enterpise “which
does not vouchsafe to them
profitable returns. It has been
said by some ameng us that the
best argument in favor of c¢s-opera-
tion, ‘'was large dividends; but this
is an argument that appeals Dn]{’;
to cupidity and avarice, and i
especially acceptable to the man
who sees nothing but the god of
this world to worship. Large divi-
dends corrupt the morals of a com-
munity, just as large speculations
and the profit resulting therefrom,
for however desirable in a financial
point of view to these engaged in
them, their tendency is always to
intoxicate the brain, and lead those
engaged therein te further follies,
until they overreach and ruin
themselves. Moderation is as valu-
able in financial affairs asin social
ethics,moderation in all speculation
and in all business, fair profits for la-
bor,fair dividendsfor capital,and the
use of that eapital and labor to pro-
mote the greatest good of the great-
est number, ‘and not for my own
dear self. The selfishness that is
limited to our own persons savors
of the lower instincts of our natures,
and comes not from above.

Objections arise in the minds of
some. ‘“‘Shall we not by entering
into this order, surrender our man-
heood, our nal liberty, and
those rights so dear toevery human
being?” T answer, no, not in the|
least. \We do no more than what
all people do in the fermation of
government, of every kind, or asso-
ciations for any purpose, whether
char.table, religious or social. All
organizations, eorporatio, and
business firms agree to surrender
certain personal privileges in order
to secure mutual advantages, All
governments, societies, corporations
and firms are founded upon the
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it. No, nobody will be heir to the
whole of it. To what portion of it
will they be heirs? Just what they
need. Who shall’ be the judges?
Themselves, if they judge correct-
ly; and if they do not, somebedy
will judge more correetly for them.

“Well, shall I surrender my judg-
ment to anybody else?” Of course,
you will; we all agree to that, if it
must needs be. But he who judges
for himself correctly shall not be
judged, but he who is unable to,
judge i:imﬂelf, but covets every-
thing that he sees, and wishes to
scatter and destroy what others are
seeking to accumulate and preserve

must havea bit putin his mouth and
some, who aretmore sepsible, must
handle the reins. This is no agra-
rian doetrine, to level those who are
exalted, down to the mean level of
those who are in the mire, but it is
the Godlike doctrine of raising those
who are of low estate and placing
them im a better econdition, by
teaching them economy, and pru-
dence; it is for the strong to foster
and bear the infirmities of the
weak, for those who pessess skill
and ability to accumulate and pre-
serve this world’s goods, to use
them for the common good, =nd
not merely for their own persons,
children and relatives, so as to ex-
alt themselves in pride and vanity
over their fellowmen, and sink
themselves to ruin by worshipping
the God of this world. This is be-
neath the character of those who
profess to be the people of God. We
have done that long enough, but
the word of God to us is to change
our front, and to learn to love our
neighbor as ourselves and so culti-
vate the spirit of the Gospel.

As to the minuti® of the work-
ings of the various branches of this
Order, the details of the business
and the relations ef life, one meet-
ing of this kind would not suffice
to tell, nor could the ple com-

rehend it if we were able to tell it;

ut it will be revealed to us as we
pass along, line upon line, precept
upon precept,herea little and there
a little, and everything necessary
will appear in its time and place,
and none need be over anxious te
pass over the bridge before they
reach it. God does not reveal to us
everything at once, for our minds
are not prepared to comprehend it.
Like children we must have ex-
perience as we pass along. One

| thing is sufficient for us to under-

stand, and that is that this Order
has made all nations and peoples
who have entered into and practis-
ed it prosperous,

If any one doubts for a moment
the success and final triumph of

principle of mutual concessions to
secure mutual advantages. With-
out this there could be no govern-
ment, no -power to arrest and
pﬂnia’h criminals apd protect the

rhts of the citizen and the sanc-
tity of home.

The Order proposed before us af-
fords the utmost freeaom and
liberty. All things shall be done
by common consent, and all the
branches of the Order, throughout
all the land, are to be organized by
the selection of the wisest, best
and most experienced persoms in
their midst, to form their councils,
and to direct their business aflairs

d for our consideration, as will
seen fromn the remarks that have
been made by former speakers, and
from the articles which .were read
yesterday afternoon, is a grand,
comprehensive, co-operative sys-
tem, designed to imFrwﬁ us who
enter into it, financially, socially,
morally and religiously; it will ai
us, as Latter-day BSaints, in living
our religion, and in building up
Zion, and he]&: us, by a combined
effort, to cultivate every virtue, to
put from us every vice, to conduct
ourselves and our children sensibly,
and to dispense with childish fol-
lies; it will enable us to adopt sen-
sible and discreet fashions aud hab-
its of life and styles of dress and
manners; all of which can be
eflected iay. combined efforts, but
not easily in our individual capaci-
ties. For what man, however guod
be his desires, can control himself
and his family in their habits and
manners of life and fashions,
without the aid of the sur-
rounding community? .~ What,
sensible man -ean hold me or
my brethren responsible, in all
respects, either for ourselves or our
households, unaided by the com-
munity, and while the community
are all working inst us?’ . Buf
when the community leamn to work
together, and are agreed in a com-
mon purpese, what is it that they
can not aecomplish? TUnion is
strength, and a combination of la-
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and the labors of the community,
for the best possible good of the
whole, and not to the individual
advantage of a few, who may be
schemers or who may have acquir-
ed an education by which they are
enabled to over-reach their fellow
men financially.

The grand principle upon which
the gospel of life and salvation is
founded and or which Zion is to be
built, is brotherly love and good
will to man. This was_ the theme
of the angels of Geod in announcing
the birth of the Savior. Hitherto,
under our old systems, it has been
“‘every man for himself, and the
devil for us all;” but the prineiple
which the Lord proposes is that we
sheuld square our lives by a higher
and holier one, namely, every one
for the whole and God for us all.

Will this Order benefit the rich?
Yes, it will afford  security for
themselves and families and their

ital, It is a mutaal insurance
institution. Will it afford security
and protection to the poor and the
honest laborer? Yes, it will lay a
foundation fer wealth and ¢omfort
for them, and their families after
them. Is it a free school system?
[t is a mutual education system.
Free? Not to the lazy, vicious and
wicked, but it is a mutual educa-
tion gsystem for the good and indus-
trious, who avide in the Order and
fulfil the obligations thereof. Who
shall be heirs of the common prop-
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bor and capital will give us power |
at home andabroad. Our former co-

these principles, that doubt is
founded only in his own weakness,
and in the weaknesses of his fellow-
men around him, and the selfish-
ness that is in our natures. If we
are determined to make it a success
there is no power beneath the hea-
vens that can make it a failure. If
we engage in it with full purpose
of heart, with faith towards
and seeking to cultivate confidence
towards one another, and are out-
spoken and frank in all our busi-
ness relations and intercourse with
each other, and do all things by
common consent, with a just and
honest purpose of soul, there is no
power that can hinder our succeed-
ing in our undertaking. But if we
are determined to be selfish, and
seck to build ourselves up on the
weaknesses of our fellows,instead of |
building up the Kingdom of our
God, we ought to go down, and the
sooner the better. For the last
dozen years many of this people
have ?en going on in the way that
our falhers and the world generally
walk in; and instead of building up
Zion, have been after their personal
and indévidual interests. Forty years
have passed over usas a peopledur-
ing which we have been trying a
little to carry on the work of God;
but we have been like the wary trout
in the stream, we have been nib-

| bling around the hook, but we have

never swallowed the bait. Now
the hook is placed before us naked,
and we are simply asked the ques-
tion, “Will you take it or not?”

Yes, this is the fear—‘“We are going
to be caught by the wily fisherman
—we are going to be enslaved. Has
not someboldy got an eye on our
property? Does not somebody wish
to have our horses and cﬂ.rrmgead

our fine houses, our substance, an
the property we have gathered to-
gether?” Yes, the Lord has an eye

on all thig, for it belongs to him.
Which of us has anything that
does not belong to him? Where
have we got that which we pote
sess? Who has given us ability to
accumulate and preserve? To

erty? Every child who is born In
the Order. Ideirs to the whole of

whom are we accountable for our

“What, are we geing to be caught?” |

talents and gifts, as well as ow
substance? The Lord has his eye
upon all this. Is he anxious about
our property? No. This anxiety
is in our own breasts, and if we
have any idols the sooner we pul
them away the better. The Lord
cares nothing about our houses and
lands, our goods and chattels, ou
gold, silver or raiment, for all upon
the earth belongs to him,and at the
best it is only something that per
ishes with the using. He requires us
to be faithful in the use of it, for he
has said, “He that is not faithful
with the unrighteous mammon,
who shall cemmit to him the true
riches?”  True riches relate
eternity; the riches that relate t
t"is life all perish with the using
Qur houses, horses, carriages
clothing and our gul(f and silve
perish with the using, togethe
with our tabernacles. We loek &
a glorious resurrection, to a new
and enduring earth, to riches thal
are immortal, to the habitation
that shall not pass away, to a glon
that is beyond the grave, as the
only trne riches, which the gospé
enjoins us to look after. ‘‘Seek y
first the Kingdom of God and ik
righteousness, and all things els
shall be added unto you.” The
will be added in s own way,
and he wishes to show us a betty
way, and, in order to deal with w
as a kind father does with his chil
dren, he proposes to enlighten ani
instruct us, and he will impartt
all of his people who will obey hi
voice the wisdom that is mecessan
to make them the richest people o
the earth. This is the purposed
the Lord Euncerniug Zion and ﬂ |
people—they are to thi
world’s goods in abumﬂnm, not &
be foolish with them and to destroy
themselves and their children, bul
that they may preserve themselve |

and their children from falling inl |
the vices and follies of great ]
lon. He will raise up in thel

midst wise counsellors to previd )
tor the welfare of the whole. .

Will our trading and trafficking
with the outside world cease?
course not. As long as we are i
the world, gathering Saints
Pr&aching to the nations and builé |
ng up Zion, Zion will be as a
set on a hill, which can not be hid |
But the Lord proposes to preserm ,
his ple as far as possible frop |
thamuenm of Babylon, and tht |
transactions outside of the Orde )
will be carried on through th ,
council of the Order; agents will bt |
appointed by the voice of tie Or
der, that what we bring fron ;
abroad may be bought from fiN
hands and in the lowest markel ;
that we may derive the benefit
of it, instead of giving the profit ,
to nﬁddlemen who are not of . ,
and what we have for sale we wil ¢
sell in the best markets, and so en ¢
joy the benefits of our labor, anl ;
not by interior competition anl
underbidding and underselliy )
each other “scatter our ways b {

, | strangers,” as we have done in time

past. By this combined effort W )
shall be able toobtain the full ma |
ket value of our products—the pr |
ducts of the farm, dairy, orchar )
vineyard, the prociucta of the woo {
len and cotton factory, of our shit ,
shops, and every mechanical a} .
Hance, to enable us to procured ;
abor-saving machinery, by o j
combined eflorts, which men B ,
their individual capacity are nd j
able to do. We shallalso be enablé
to start new erterprises,and if the )
do not pay at first, they are beutt t
to payin the end, if they are necé o
sary adjuncts to the prosperity? ¢
society. Our common; fund wi ¢
nourish these infant establish |
ments, instead of individuals falt |
ing and breaking down in thel {
vain eflorts to build up new ente d
prises in a new country, as is ofte! r
the case now. And if funds ar ©
needed from abroad to aid us¥ E
any general enterprise we shi |
have the combined property at
credit of the community as a gu¥ .
rantee to capitalists abroad, insted
of individuals mortgaging their ir
heritances to procure money ¥ °
carry on individual “wild -caf !
speculations by which thousand
are ruined. If they were operatitf ,
in a United Order and would t
mit their enterprises to the candl |
decision of that Order, many an e
terprising man would be savé
from foolish wentures and frof
ruain, and the wise and pruded
wuuid receive the necessary €
couragement and financial aid, ¥
make their undertakings a sucee®
for the benefit ef the whole.
Will eur merchauts be worse of°
No, our merchants, those who b :
long to this Order, will be just 8 |
t
|
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well off as any of the rest of
Order. They will work where they




