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I8 IT “MALUM IN SE7?

T'He argum ent of Benator Jones, of
Fiorida, which we published and
made some eomments nupon in the
EveENING NEws of Baturday, con-
tained other errors besides those
which we then pointed out., The
most important of them was the
assertion that polygamy is malum in
se, that 8, a crime in and of itself,
whlch requires *no legislative pro-
hibition or deuunciation to fix its
character,” This Js contrary to the
generslly admitted theory, which
¢lasses polygamy among miala pro-
hibita, or those offences which =n:e
made to be criminal by atatute.

Woe olaim that untit the Congres-

slonal Act of 1862 was pussed, there ||

was no law, affecting the psople of
Utah, constltuting plural marriage a
crime. It was then and is new part
of the religlous system com-
monly known as ‘“Mormonizm.”

r. Joiaes, deslrlng to make it
appear that plural marriage in any
form cannot be viewed as part of a
religlon, ventured the assertion that
polygamy is crime inand of itself
to be classed with murder, piracy
and other offences, which would be
criminal if no statutory law were
enaoted for their punishment.

1t is strange that any gentleman
with pretensions to legal learning
would place himself on record a3 ut-
tering snch a fallngy. When a man
in acommaunity in which no law
oxists againat it, marries two wives
with the consent of all persons af-
fected by the marriage, ko commits
no overt act against either of them
or against the scclety in which he
lives., Murder and robbery &re
orimes in themselves beczmse they
are Iinfringements upon human
rights, They are wroog in the very
nature of things. They are evls
independent of any law,

The rights to life, lberty and
thea pursuit of happiness are
natural, lnherent In ~each indl-
vidual. Anything which in-
terferes with the free enjoyment
of those rights or etther of them is
naturally oriminal, And by tka
same rufe anything that does not
interfere with the righfis of man is
not of the essencs of crime. It may
be made criminal however by stat.
ute, enacted under properly ¢onsti-
tuted sathority, Take, for instance,
the selling of any kind of merchan-
dise, including intoxicants, If thero
is no law forbidding or regulating
that traffic the mera business itself
fs'not criminal, Buta law may be
ennoted requirlng those engaged
therein to pay a certain license fee
and constituting the eale of certain
articles without a Hcense a punish-
able oflence. The act which is not
criminal in ‘'iteelf im then made
criminal by law. It 13 the same
with mauy offences for whlch peo-
ple committing them may be made
to suffer penalties; without & legal
onactment they would be inoflen-
sive.

The plural marriage of the Latter-
day Saints 18 of this nature. Ws
will not stop to show that marriage
s & matter of religlon, swhether it be
monogami@ or polygamie, or that it
ia not Mr, Jones’ prerogative to de-
filne what may he or may not ba the
religion of any men if in gactislng
1t ke does not interfere with human
rights, but will procesd to examine
the only argument whieh the Seua-
tor advanced in sapport of his as-
sertion, that polygomy Is malum in
se. 1t was that, “by the common
coneent of the Christian world it was
stamaped as in antagonism with
soclal order.,” Well, by the same
rule Babbath-breaking must bo
ciassed with essentisl orimes. The
common coneent of the Christian
world requires abstinence from recu-
lar business on Snnday, and regarda
the infraction of thls runle as in an-
tagonism with roclal order. Lawa
have been enacted fto enforce this
common opinion, and, particolarly
in times past,they have veen carried

-out with vigor, Even now ihey
axist, and the recognized best
minds of the age  are in favor of
Babbath observauces,

‘WillSenator Jones therefore deelare
that Babtath-breaking 13 malum
in e? Ispot its criminality de-
rived from the law rather than from
the act itselff And yet the common
congent of the Christian world
brands it asin antagoniam to social
order. Then by his rule in regard
to polygzmy Bavbath-bresking must
be malwn {n ae.

But plura! merriege is lésn of the
nature of malum in 32 even than
Sabbath-breaking. For while the
iatter can be shown to be conducive
to harm becauce rest ia requlred by
all psople et least one day out of
seven , and that Deity established
tbe role for Its observance, the
former in ot against the welfare of
the parties, when properly under-
stood, and it cannot be shown that
God bas even deslared, ¢u general
principles, that it is wrong for a mau
to have more than one wife, If
referencs {8 made to the Book
of Morraon on this point, we
will remark that the Divine
Injunction was directed to a
speclial case and under epecial
circumstances, not againat the prin-
ciple or practice on ite own merits;
and farther, that our opponents
have to fly to our sacred records
which they do not belleve, to assall
a docirine which they do ot under-
stand, and wkich the scriptures they
profess to accept not only fail to op-
pose, but actually sustain and en-
oin.

Bensator Jones, then, was as much
at des on the quostion of the ersen-
tial eriminality of polygamy as he
was In regard to the absolate power
of Congrass over the Tertitories,and
his logic was equalily pecullar in re.
ference to both subjects. But as
his efforta brought forth nothing in
the way of Inlmical legizlatlon, we
can afford to let them prss without
further comment, except that in as.
ealling this great latter-day work of
the Almighty, great men are fulfl-
ling the words of the prophets gon-
cerning them: “The wisdom of their
wise men shall perish and ths un-
derstanding of their prudent men
shatll bs hid,”
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LIGHT IN THE MIDST OF
DARKNEES.

TH=E following letfer to Elder L.
John Nattall will be _interesting to
21l who are tracing the progress of
the Latter-day work in the republio
of Mexico:

We are all well and jn good spirlts
at presént. Brother Pratt came in
from Ixttahusca on the 7th, He
has keen at the latter placs ever
since our errival studying the lan-
guage, I do not think he will return
Al there scomsa to be little opening
for the introduction of the Gospel in
that direction at present, We have
e multitude of difficulties to con-
tend with, and at times the prospect
has locked a little durk, but we have
never felt discouraged, and of Iate
the Lord has opened up the way be-
fore n:. Bince wy arrival I have
labored prineipally in the vieinity
of Qzumbs, 2 Mexlcan town sabont
80 mlles southeast from this eity.
On the 7th of January, I baptized
five persons thers, on the 12th, two
at Cosuhlstls, sud last Bunday flve
others at Chimal, a village near
Orambe. These people are all In-
dians, or nten in whom the Indian
blood largely predominates. They
are inteillgent men, some of them,
having racelved s common school
edocation. One of the men whom
I baptizad on the 7th of Yanuary
has beon foy years pastor of s con-
gregation of Indspendent Protes-
tante and is laboring earnestly to
oring his flock into the fold of
Chriat.

The spirit of the Lord ia manifest-
ly working among the Lamanites n
falfliment jof the promises mads to
thelr fathers,fond we fee] that not-
withstanding the power of thegreat
and abominsble Church (whose
ﬁower in the Iand fa almost suprems)

we are dillgent In oar labora the
Lord w11} yet glve us an abundant
harvest inx this land,

With prayerz for your welfare and
gratitude to the Lord and Hia serv.
anta for theauccor we have received,

I remain, your brother,
A. W, Ivina.

MORE FALSEHOOD BY
TELEGRAPH.

THE Balt Lako press dispatcher has
baen at it again. The following
telegram appeared eeveral days ago
In the Coast papers and we have
been keeping it till we could pare

epace for it in thoe NEws:

¢The Bopreme Court of the Terr-
tory, composed of John A Hunter,
Philip H. Emerson ,and Stephen P,
Twin3, signed a memorial to Con-
gress, askiug that a law be passed
giving the Governor of Utah pawer
to appoint territorial and county of-
ficera to fil] vacancies occasioned by
the lapaing of the August electloo,
and thus preveut anurchy. Through
their recommendation the Hoar
amendment to the Edmunds law
was pasted and power to appoint.
was conferred upon the Governor.
In October lagt the Governor made
hls appointments and the Mormons
regfeted. The cases came up in the
reveral dlstricts presided over by the
Judges, who affirmed the law, till
finally they reached the Supreme
Court, aud yesterday the farce end-
ed by permiiting an appeal to the
Bupreme Court of ths United States,
As the tero: for which the officers
were appointed expires In Auagust,
the}law ly virtuslly nuilifled and the
Mormon Chorch again trlumpha
over the Government.”’

This dispatch is of the same na-
ture as others tha untruthtulness of
which has been proven in our col-
omne. It Ia misleading in intent
and falze in statement. In the
first place the judges named dld not
in their memorial to Congress ssk
that **a law be passed glving the
Governor of Utsh power to appoint
territoriz]l and county officers.”
They did not intimate any such
thing. They represented that in
consequence of the probable lapse of
the appreaching Auogust election all
the county officas and those of Ter-
:Atorisl Auditor and Tressurer would
become vacant, and said:

““We therefore ask that Congress
shsll take such measures as will
provide for legsl successors to all the
present ineurmbents of office whore
successors would have been chosen
at the August election, and thereby
secure the continuance of good or-
der and the regular and undisputed
support of orgapized government
which would otherwlie be retiously
Jeopardized.”

They were miataken in two im-
portant thing: All the countyoflicera
were not to be fliled at the Awgust
election, a3 some of the county offl-
cera hold their positions for four
yeats and others for two years; then
the provision of law making thelr
terma continue “until their succes-
sors are elected and qualified,’” pre-
vented any vecaney and left no
room for the dlsorder and jeopardy
to orgenized government which the
memorisl anticipated. And one
potent prcof that their portents were
groundless, s the fact that organ-
ized government has continued with-
out hindrence and no disorder has
occurred, although the August elec.
tlon Jzpsed and no successore heve
been legally appeinted. The old
officers have simply held over nc-
covding to law, and there hiss been
noansrchy or confusion.

But the judges did not sak for any
sush special and extracrdinary
powers to ke conferred upon the
Governor, as siated In the press diz-
patcb; they did not indicate any
particalar Yine of poliey to the Sen-
ale of the United States, but gimply
pointed oat a probable danger, and
ssked for something to be done to
avold it.

The SBenators who undertock to
take hold of thls matter exhibited
agtonishing ignorance of the subjeot,
but the Hoar Amendment which
wasg passed did not conler any power
upon the Governor, exceEt to make
appointments to fill such vacancles
a3 might occur through the fajlure
to elect. But the fallure of theelec-
tion dld not make the vacan.
oles  expected, through the
hold-over  provislon to which
we have referred. Yet the Govern.
or attempted to fill them, vacanoy
OF Do VACcANeY, and sll the resistance
offered was this: The incumbents,
who hsd taken nn oath of office
and held the Governor’s commission
to continue wuntil their successors
wore elected and quailfled, simply
declined giving up their positions
until the atatus of the case could Le
Judicially declded.

There hes been 1o fsrce In the
conduct of the teat case before the
courts. Bome of the beet legal talent

| in this region of country has been en-

gaged upon it. The resuli 13 an ap-
al to the Sppreme Court of the
nited Btates, and this eettler af-
faira Jocally, for the incumbents
contintie to perform the duties
of thelr respective offices to
which they were elected by the peo-
ple, and there is no dispute as to
the validity of their offieial acts.
The term of such offices aa the
Governor was authorizad to fill was
limited to eight months, This dat-

Ing from August lart would termi-
nate them in Aprll next, leaving a

period of four months without any
iccal officers, and thus creating the
anarchy which the Hoar Amend-
men{ was designed to avold, if the
theory of the Qovernor’s power to
make .all these appiintments be
correct,

Thus the “nuilification,” if any.
was In the law itself, and the 'Mor.
mon Church” had nothing to do
with it. There was:no conflict of
the “Mormon QChurch?” with the
Government or anyone else, In-
volved In this affair. It wae
a dispote between a common gence
view of a law of Congress and a
strained and forced econstraction
thereof, the former sustaining the
people™ elecied offlcers in the dis-
charge of thelr sworn duties, and
the Iatler aiming at the support of
an arbilrary one-man-power, seek.
ing to impose upon the people ille.
gally eppointed officere, in most
cased totally unfit for the poaitiona
aselgned to them.

The attempt to make™ it appear ss
a conflict between the “Mormon
Church” and the Government is
villalnous, There iz no dispute on
the part of anyone with the Gov-
ernment, The Government s not
a party ta it. The statement &t the
tail end of the dlepatch is a malicl-
ous fabrication, and it gives further
evidence that the press dispatcher
from 8alt Lake to western Journals
is totally unfit to be entrnaied with
the duty of transmitting messages
designed for news. For, hls animps
against the majority of the people
here is 8o great that it colors every-
thiug he has the chance of tipting
with hues antagonistic to the *Mor-
mons”and when he does not wilfully
He, he po garbles and perverts the
faots that the publio are Hable to be.
mﬂi_sled continually in regard to Utah
aflnirs.

Go0D ADVICE.

Bishop Huntington, of 8yracuse,
New York, has been giving rome
practical advice to profezsing Chris-
tiane, which is good for anyone to
follow. He discerns the evils which
are counfenanced i moedern society,
and i3 oppoeed to them, The
evil leaven working in the
world finds  its way  even
into our mouniain gocial
aff4irs, and we commend the Blsh-
op’s remarks to the consideration of
all who desire Lhe maintenance of
purity and the encroachments of
insidious vice. Ha says:

*Make your own pereonal religion
8 fact that none can gaineay. Mazke
it & healing force that every one
about you will feel. Cultivate posi-
tive convictions and practice on-
compromising morals, Wherever
defaulters, public thefts, godless dl-

are walting to see “Mormonism” die-
that they may Just a8 well tarn
their attention to something proba.-
ble now a8 at auy time. **Mormon-
iem* is the only reaily vital religlons:
gyatem jn Christendom, and it can--
not be deatroyed. It has proved it-

> |self 23 impervious to physieal force:

83 to miider means, and all atiacke
upon it only Ingrease its vigor.
Those who as®ail it will all die
themeelves before it will give up
the ghoet, and the signs of dizsolu-
tion do sppear in their worn out
and man-made syetems. “Mormon-
ism," although that is not its proper
name, is the religion of the tuture,
and it will never die.

SITUATION AT PANGUIICH.

NECERHARY QUARANTINE PRECAU-
TIONS BESIETED,

Ouor Panguilch, Garfleld County,
ocorrespondent, wriles as followa un-
der date of March 2d;

The smallpox 1s still confined to
the two Henry families who reelde”
on the most southern block of ths
town. Only four persong are town
up to date, None of those exposed
in town have Yet any symptoms of
the disemee, President Crosby, as
well 28 Dr. King, were desirous for
those afllicted, fo be moved out of’
town, to a convenient place, but
this seems to not meet the good willt
of the heads of those families, who-
declined or rather refused to have:
any member of their families re--
moved from thelr homes. The:
Compiled Laws of Utah,192 and 193,.
B8ec., 1 and 2, auothorlze the:
Probate Court to locate quaran.:
tine grounds, and to make such
quarantine reguistions, as they
may deem proper for the prevention'
of the spread of the dieesse,bat i e
happened that the husbandg and:
father of one of the efflicted famil--
ies is the Probate Judge, and conse--
quently itseems that nothiog counld!
be done from that source. I am told,
however,that theSelectmen from the:
different parts of the County are to
meet here 2t an early day; and per-
hzaps some measure will be taken in
the matter,

It is interesting to notice the rin-
guias change the appeaiance of this
town has made. Half of the formerly
busy inhabitants heve fied, some to
their farme. others to their i:my]and,
some to visit frlends and reistives
far and near. Others have goue to
enjoy themselves on the yet loy
lake, ®some teo the Canyones.
The busy eppearance the town had
afew weeks ago has departed. The
blacksmith shops are clored and no
one c¢an get his agricultural imple-
ments repaired for spring work; the
carpentel’s hammer has cemced to
gound from the roofe of the many

vorces, drunksrds, libertines, dubi.
ous fashions in drees and dance
which only evade the condemnaticn
of indscency by getting the patron-
ageof decent people, may come
from, see that they do not corne out
of the Church, which 1 the Body
angd Bride of Chrlst. Bocial man-
ners need purgation, sud 1t is your
express business, under our vows, to

new dwelilngs, barns and other
buildings recently under erection,
There are nene tobuy the furniture
whioh our cublnet makers manufac-
ture; the painter has dleaned his
brushes and elosed his shop, like be
was preparing for a journey. The
boardl: g house is closed aud the
proprietor with his family has lefi
for other guarters. The Jumber is

purge them. Usages, diversions,
styles of dress and undress have
crept into reputable soclety which
oweo their fascination to the stimu-
lus they subtly supply to the lower
and more dangerous appetites, Why
should you allow to your sons and
daughters at an evening party what
wouid shock and alarm you if you
saw It anywhere else? Does im-
modesty become modesty by slmply
golng Into company?¥

NO DEAYH IK IT.

TEE Cinclnnati Times-Star refers
toJudge Black’s argument on the
constitatlonal righta of Utah, and
saye, ““Mormonism dles bard. In
fact, 1t does not yei appear that the
procesa of disolution has begun,””

The constitetions]l rights of Utah
cught notto be cenfounded with
“Mormonism,” unless the egual
rights of the bellevera in “Mormon-
igrn”” with those of believers in any
other religious syetem are consider-
ed. Judge Black’s maniy stand for
the rights of the people of the Ter~
ritories affectz all citizens of the
Cnited Stateson the publie dowain
outside of Btate boundaries, and is
in that respect as munch for the peo-
ple of Montana or any other Terri-
tory as for Uteh. .

But the romark about “Mormon-
ism* is singularly silly. It isdeserib-

ed as**dying hard” and yet givin%no
appearance that disolation has be-
gun. We cau inform those who

Iying in the yards, withoat anybody
to buy or gell.

What few =eapostates we had
among us were peized with an extra-
ordinarily quick movement or fear,
for as soon as the news reached thelr
ears about the dicense, very urgent.
business called them to other guar--
ters. What citizena are Joft take it
very coolly. We are doing the best
we know how, to take precaution.
against the further spread of the
rmslady. A great many have mov--
ed from their homes in the sonthern:
part of town, and a3 plenty of hous.-
es are empty in the northern part;,
many have availed thomselves of
the opportunity to move as far off as
possible,

I understand it 35 the Intention of
our leading men to move all the
new cases down {o the Henry block,
providing those new cares act wiger
than the old ones, by not refusing
to be moved, or in other words not
trying to defy the whole communi-
Y. :
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LOCAL AND OTHER MATTERS,

FROM FRIDAY'SE DAILY, MAR. 9.

United.—Yesterday Brother C. E.
Angell, and DMies Imogeme Cum.
mings were united In marriage,
The groom is the son of Brother
Trumsan Q. Angel, the. Church ar-
chitect, and the bride the daughter
of Elder B. F. Commingg, Sr. hey
&ré an estimable young couple,
and ave the good wishes of m hoat
of friends, including our own.




