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Delfvered at the Cache Stake Conler-
ence, Logan, Sunday, August
and, 1896, by
PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON

| REPORTED DY ARTHUR WINTER. |

It is some time since 1 bad the privi-
lege of meeting with the Latter-day
Saints in Logan, various circumstances
haviag interferedto preventmy coming to
conference; but Iam pleased that I have
this opportunily to meet with you.
only regret thatl did not reach here in
time for the morning services. 1
truly hope that while we are
together in conferetice we shall have the
presence of the Spirit of God, that 1t
may enlighten our minds, and remove
from us every thought and feeling that
is not of God, and that we may in truth
be baptized with the Spirit and our
hearts be cleansed and sanctified by its
presence and power. I would have lit-
$lc inclination to attend meeting if 1
thought the Lord would not be with us.
I could never have taken pleasure in
my ministeria! labors if, in meeting with
congregations, 1 niysell had nat felt
benefitted and edified by the services.
1 think we should come to meeting with
this desire in our bearts, and exercise
faith that the Lord will pour out His
Spirit upon us, so that we may go from
the meeting Jeeling thatit has been maost
profitable to us. ! am sure the Lord is
~villing to grant this blessing unto every
one of us, and according to our jaith so
it will be done unto us. The Lord
knows our hearts; He knows our wants;
He knows where we need strength and
comfort, and warning and reprog!’; and
when He pours out His Holy Spirit up-
on the people and upon the Speaker
every man and woman receives that
which is suited to his or her condition.
It is for this reason that the Lord has
commanded His servants not to pre-
pare their discourses, but to ponder up-
on His word, and in the very moment
thev needed to speak He would give un-
10 them that which they should say. In
this way all are led, all are benefitted,
all are reproved, a!ll are warned, as the
need may be.

In thig respect our Church differs
{from every other church that I know of
on the earth. And there is a necessity
for this, becanse Lhe circumstances in
which we are placed are entirely dif-
ferent, it may be said, from those which
surround other peoples. The op'ect
that we have in view, and which d
has revealed unto us, 1s different to any-
thing found among men. God inHis
mercy has revealed unto us His pur.
poses concerning the last days. He has
to!d us with great plainness the designs
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He has in view, and He has assigned
unto us the labors we must perform to
help bring to pass these purposes and
designs, Clearly defined duties are as-
signed to every one of us. The lines
are marked out; the pathway that we
are to pursue is made plain before us.
The one great object, overshadowing
every other, is the building up of Zion
in the earth, This is the great mission
that has been assigned to the members
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter.
day Saints. It 1s the grandest labor
ever assigned to mortal man. Every

I/one of us should keep constantly in

view the great fact that Zion is to be
built up, tbat the spirit of Zion is to be-
come domipant in the earth.

We have been accused in days that
are past o‘i having certain designs in
view that were not consistent with our
duties as citizens. These charges have
been made repeatedly against us. They
formed the basis of the actions of the
people who drove us out of Missouri.
They were seized as the reason for
treating the Latter.-day Saints so crueliy
in Illinois. After the people reached
these valleys the same allegations were
niade and twisted into sucn shape as 1o
justify before the country the perpetra-
tion of great wrongs against us. These
acts were considered justifiable ¢n the
groung that the Latter-day Saints enter-
tained views and harbored designs
which were alleged to be contrary to
the spirit and genius of American in-
stitutions. Need 1 recount the details
of these attacks upon the people, or
give illustrations to sustaio the truth of
what 1 say? They are [amiliar to every
one, for this has been the case, 1 ma
say, from the beginning of the Churc
until quite recently.

Now, what has been the aim of the
Latter-day Saints? is therea manora
woman In this church that has ever
fostered any evil designs against the
government under which we live, or
that has sought in any manner to sub-
vert the Constitution and to trample up-
on it? We all know that there are no such
people among us. It has been our aim
from the heginning to preach peace and
good will to men; to endeavor tothe
extent of our ability to live in peace and
quietness with ourselves and with our
neighbors. We have never, by any acts
of ours, been a disturbing force in any
township, county or state, from thie time
of the organization of our Church until
this present hour. We have not har-
bored evil designs. We have not
sought to destroy the Republic, or to
weaken its foundation. But we have
endeavored to build it up, and to
strengthen it to the extent ol our power
and influence.

It is true we have soughtto build up
Zion; but in doing tnat we have not
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sought to tear down anything else. much
less our government. God revealed in
the very beginning of this work that
this government had heen established
by Him; that He had inspired the
founders ot it; that he had defended the
patriols who fought its battles, and had

ckowned their labors with success. He
revealed [urther, that this government
was a chosen instrument in His hands to

effect a tremendous revolution in the
earth, and that it the people of the
nation would receive the Gospel, they
‘should be His people, and this govern-
ment should be His government; He
would put His seal of approbation and
blessing upon the government and upon
its administrators, il they would do His
will and keep His commandments. In
this mapner He signified in the most
distinct language that these were His
designs.

We also were taught that 1t was from
God; that He was the founder of it, and
that He had sustained it, and would
sustain it to the very uttermost, il the
people themiselves would obey His com-
mandments and work righteousness.
Hence, there could be no conflict be-
tween the Latter-day Saints on this
point and any of the officers of the gov-
ernment.

But this mission to which 1lave re-
ferred had been assigned to us: and in
building up Zion was there anything re-
quired of us that would come in conflict
with the government or with its
righteous administration? 1 say to you
No, there was nothing There could be
no conflict between the building up of
Zion and of the government under
which we live; for the aims to be ac-
coniplished in each were the same—to
give liberty to all, to promote the wel.
fare of all, to uplift all, and to cause
such a condition of things to exist that
eeace might reign throughout the land
What is meant by buildiog up Zion? It
i3 to Proryote rignteousness in the earth,
and to cause men and women to dwell
together in peace and love and live
virctuous and upright lives. Wnen we
obey the Gospel and carty out its
%rmcnples_. then it may be said that
lion begins to reign.

The Lordintends to make this people
an example to the naidons of the earth.
He has chosen us for that purpose.
He has poured out His Holy Spint in
power upon those who embraced the
gospel in lands far distant. He has
given unto thein an irrepressible desire
to leave those lands and to gather here,
Thousands and thousands are here as
witnesses of the truth of this. All of
you who have come from foreign lands
know how you have been moved upon
by the Spirit of God to come to this
land. God bas given unto each one of

you a miss:on, and He has borne test; =



