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Fyramids of Egypt.
saster would seem to confirm the
alleged use of inforior material in
the structure.

DERCRIPTION OF THE DELUGE.

The following dispatch was
sent by eourier  from  Kbeus-
burg on June 1st by William

The awful| pow a monster

destruction,
whose crest was high-raised in air
and with this in view even the
s7ake found wings forthelr feet. No
mere words can ndequately describe
the terror that filled every breast,
and the awful power manifested by
the fload,
stalls for 23 locotnotives. There were

H. Hmith, genernl manager of |18 or 20 of these stamiing there at

the Assoeiated who

4 passenguer on

Press,

And was an eye witoess of the scene | motives disappeared.

was | this time.
the day express | crash, and the round-house and loco-

There wasan ominous

Everything

at Connemaugh on the night of the | in the main track of the flood was

terrible tragedy:

“The fast liue thains leaving Chi-
Cago at1:35 and Ciuciunati at 7 p.m.
tongtitute the dny express eastwar
from Pitisburg, whieh runsintwo
sections, This train left Pittsburg
in two sectlons Friday morning,but
Was stopped at Johnstown by re-

rts of waghouts ahead. It had

1 raining hard for over 16 hours
and the sides of the mountains were
tovered with water descending into
the valleys. The Conpemaugh
Fiver, whose bank was followed by
the i’enneylvania rgilroad for many
mWiles, looked angry and was nearly
bank” full. The passengers were
Intercated in secing hundreds of
Bawlogs and ap enormous amount
of driftwood shoot rupidly by, as
the train pursued its way east-
ward. At Johpstown there was a
long wait, as before stated. The
lower storirs of many houses. were
8ubme rged by sinck water, and the
lnhabitants were looking out of the
Second storey windows. Horses
were standiog up to their knees in
water in the streets. Loaded cars
Were run on the railroad bridge to

1;'?8 it steady, and the huge poles

first swallowed up by the waters. A
hundred houscs were swept away
in a few minutes.  These include
the hotel, stores and saloops on the
froot street apd residences adjacent.

©The locomotive on the train was
struck by n house and demolislhed.
The side of another house stopped
in tfront of another locomotive and
served as n shield, The rear car of
the mail train swung around in the
rear of the second section of the ex-
press, and turned over on its side.
I'hree men were observed standing
upon it ne it flooded. Will they
trust to it, or is it still upright?
The Pullmnn car coupling bioke
and the car moved out upon
the bosom of the waters. As
jt moved on, the men would shift
their position. The situation was
desperate, and they were given up
for lost. Two or three Lhardy men
seized ropea and ran along the
mountain side to give them aid.
Later it was reported that the men
escaped over some «drift wood as
their car was carried near the bank.
It is believed there were several
women and chiidren inside the car.
Of course they were drowned. As

e Western Union carrying 16 | the fugitives on the mountain side

Wires swaying badly and several | witnessel the awful devastation,
- they were moved as never before in

“Went down, foon several sections
of the train ran to Connemaugh,
Bevern] miles thisside of Johnstown,
and Juy there about two houm,
When they were moved on to the
highest sround and piwced side by
Bide; the mail train was pluced in
he rear of the first pection, and the
freight train was sun on to a side
track on the bank of the Conne-
Mmangh. The report was that the
bridie had been washed out, carry-
g away one track, and that the
other track was not safe. There
Was a2 rumer also that the
Tegervoir at the south fork, some
me ago a feeder of the Pennsyl-
VaDia eanal, but Inter the property
of the club in Pittsburg, used for
unting and fishing, was unsafe
Bod might break. This made most
?{r the passenyers uneasy, and they
Pt 4 pretty wood outlook. The
Portersof the Pullman ears remain-
¢l at their posts and comforted the
aengers with their assurances.
ch'IA ew pentlemen and !adies and
= ildren guietly~scated themselves
n}‘pﬁrentlf' contented, One gentle-
¥ A0 had his bed made ready to re-
re, although advised not to do so,
0on th(? cry came ‘the water has
H::’keli_l in the reservoir and is
Bm"‘eplug down the valley.” In-
5 [llt.l_\,r' there was a panie, and a
5 for the mountain side. Chil-

‘their Jives.

TN wearg cnrried nnd women as-

f'st‘-“i by the few who kept eoocl

'@ids. Tt waag a race for life. There | been &

They were pawerless to
help those seized upon by the water.
The despair of those who had lost
everything except life, and the
wailing of those whose relatives
or friends were mirsing filled thelr
breasts with uautterable sorrgw.

“The rain continued to fall stund-
ily, but shelter was not thought

of. Very few puassengers saved
anything from the train, so
sndden was toe cry ‘Run for your
lives! the reservoir ig  broken!’

Many had left thelr hats, aml na
their baggige was on the train they
were without means of relieving
their unhappy condition, The oc-
eupants of the houses still standing
on the high ground threw them open
to those who had lost all, and to the
,,-weng-ers of the train. During the
ielght of the flood tho spectators
wergstartled by the sount
locomotive’s  whistles from the
very midst of the mad waters.
Two engineers, with characteristic
cournge, had remained at their post,
and while there was destruetion on
every hand and apparently no es-
cape for thein, they sounded their
whistles."This they repeated at in-
tervals, the last time with trimuph-
ant vigor as the water was receding

from the giles of thelr loco-
motives.

#By half-past flve o’clock the
foree of the reservoir water hal

nt in the village of Conne-

Was seon the black head of the fleod, | maugh,and the Pullmnn carsnnd the
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The round-house had |

of two |

Kir s
locomotive of the second section re-
mained unmoved. This wasbecause
heing on the highest and hardest
ground the destructive current of
the reservoir had passed between
there and the mountain, while the
current of the river did noteat it
awny, but other tracks had beeu de-
stroyed. A solitary locomotive was
seen embedded in the mud where
the round-hounse had stood.

¢ A g the greatest danger had passed,
the people of (‘onnemaugh gave their
thoughts to their neighbors in the
city of Johnstown. ere were cen-
tered preat steel and iron industrics,
the pride of Western I’consylvania;
the Cambria Ironworks being known
everywhere. Here were churches,
daily newspapers, banks, dry goods
houses, and comfortable and well-
built homes of 12000people. Whatwas
their fate? In contemplation of the
irresistible force of that awful flood,
gathering additional momentum ag
it swept toward the gulf, it became
clear that the city must be de-
stroyed, and that unless the inhabi-
tants had telegraphic notice of the
bren!i'ing of the reservoir they must

rish.

¢(ries of horror went up from hun-
dreds on the mountain sides, and a
few instinctively turned their steps
toward Johnstown. The eity was
destroyed; all its mills, furnaces,
many banksand residences, all were
gwallowed before the shadows of
night fell. The loss of inhabitanta
who can tell wlth any certainty?
Those who eame back by daylight
snid that from 5000 to 8000 were
drowned. Qur hope is that this 18
exaggerated, In the light of this
ealamity the destruction at Conne-
maugh sinks into fosignifieance.
There they were ali rendy to bring
in the dead on stretchers. How
many were lost here at Mineral
Point and at Seuth Fork could not
he told and may never be known.
There wert some passengers and
possibly forty or fifty inhabitants.

The loss of life is eertainly enor-
mous. The track of the railroad is
certainly destroyed from at lenst ten
miles below South Fork and all
other property of thé company on
the line. The destruction of the
Johnstown industries will alone
rench many milliens of doliam.
Then to thiz vast sum add the

vast number of houses and
public  bLuildings 1n that city
and the villnges above and

below it, and some idea can be
formed of the property obliterated
by the flood created by the breaking
of o reservoir, and this reservolr was
nuintained for the pleasure of the
Pittsburg clul.. Upon the mountain
was suspended a buiy of water three
miles long, onewide and seventy
feat deep for the reereation of pleas-
ure seekers. What would happen
if there should be a break must have
been imperfectly apprehended,since

it is =aid that the sum  of
only $3,000,00 had been  ex-
acted from the club.  What was

ross suni of prop-
mn they restore
the dead to life or assuage thu grief
of the bereaved? The guestion of
moral responsibility swallows up the
financini 1 completely as the angry
watersdid the city of Johnetown.

£3,000,000 to the
erty destroyed?



