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altpyramidsm ids of egypt the awful
er would seem to confirm the

allegedd use of inferior material in
aabwe structure

descriptionjoX OF THE DELUGE

the following dispatch was
sent by courier from ebens
burg on june 1stast by william
Hu smith general manager ofjeneraltheahe assoilassociateded press who was
a passenger on the day express
and was an eye witness of the scene
at Conne maugh on the night of the
terrible tragedy

the fast liue drains leaving chi-
cago at 1 35 and cincinnati at 7 pm
constitute the day express eastwayeastward
from pittsburg which runs in two
sections this train left pittsburg
in two sections friday morning but
was stopped at johnstown by re-
ports of wawashoutsshouts ahead it had
eendeen raining hard for over 16 hours

and the sides of the mountains were
covered with water descending into
the valleys the Conne maugh
river whose bank was followed by
the pennsylvania railroad for many

looked angry and was nearly
bank full the passengers were
interested in seeing hundreds of

and an enormous amount
of driftwood shoot apirapidlyadly by as
thehe train pursued its way east-
wardward at johnstown there was a
longong wait as before stated the
lower stories of many houses were
submerged by slack water and the
inhabitants were looking out of the
secondcond storeyfiorey windows horses
were standing up to their knees in
water in the streets loaded cars
werere run on the railroad bridge to
keep it steady and the huge poles
of the western union carrying 15
wiresWi rest swaying badly and several
went down soon several sections
of the train ran to
severalveral miles this side of johnstown
and lay there about two hours
when they were moved on to the
bichestchest ground and placed side by
side the mail train was placed in
thefue rear of the first section and the
frel
tr htt train was run on to a side
wackr on the bank of the conne
paugh the report was that the
bridgeridge had been washed out carry-

g away one track and that the
other track was not safe there
VMSas a rumor also that the
reservoir at the south orkfork some
ioimenie ago a feeder of the pennsyl-
vania canal but later the property
orof the club inia pittsburg used for
wantingun ting and fishing was unsafe
and mimight break this made most
ortheof the passengers uneasy and they
keptpt a pretty good outlook theporters of the pullman oarscare remain-
ed at their posts and comforted the
passengersPaMengers with their assurancesassur auces

A fewrew gentlemen and ladiesladiesandand
audren quietly seated ththemselvesemselves

apparently contented one gentle-
manman had his bed made ready to retarewre although advised not to do so
aps ae arv came the water has
woken in the reservoir and issweeweeping down the valley in-

y there was a panic and arushsh torfor the mountain side childrellrinT 1116were carried and women as-
h
stated8 by the few who keptpaheadscaus it was a race for life therewas seen the black head of the flood

aa

now a monster of destruction
whose crest was high raised in airail
and with this in view even theth

ake found wings for their feet nonc
mere words can adequately describe
the terror that filled every breabreastst
and the awful power manifested by
the flood the roundhouseround house had
stalls for 233 locomotives there were
18 or 20 of these standing there at
this time there was an ominous
craigh and the roundhouseround house and loco-
motives disappeared everything
in the main track of the flood was
first swallowed up by the waters A
hundred houses were swept away
in a few minutes these include
the hotel stores and saloons on the
front street antiand residences adjacent

the locomotive on the train was
struck byaby a house and demolished
the side of another house stopped
in front of another locomotive and
served as a shield the rear car of
the mail train swung around in the
rear of the second section of the ex-
pressress and turned over on its side
threeahree men were observed standing
upon it as it flooded will they
trust to it or is it still upright
the pullman car coupling broker ke
andadd the car moved out upon
the bosom of the waters As
it moved on the men would shift
their position the situation was
desperate and they were given up
for lost two or three hardy men
seized ropes and ran along the
mountain side to give them aid
later it was reported that the men
escaped over some drift wood as
their car was carried near the bank
it is believed there were several
women and children inside the car
of course they were drowned As
the fugitives on the mountain side
witwitnessedwitnessnesselei the awful devastation
they were moved as never before in
their lives they were powerless to
help those seized upon by the water
the despair of those who had lost
everyeverythingthin 9 except life and the
wallingwailing of those whose relatives
or friends were missing filled their
breasts with unutterable sorrow

the rain continued to fall stead-
ily but shelter was not thought
of very few passengers saved
anything from the train so
suddensudden was the cry run for your
livell the reservoir is brobrokellkeDl
many had left their hats and as
their baggage was on the train they
were without means of relieving
their unhappy condition the oc-
cupants of the houses still standing
antheon the high ground threw them open
to those who had lost all and to the
passengers of the train during the
height of the flood the spectators
were startled by the sound of two
locomotive 8 whistles from the
very midst of the mad waters
two engineers with characteristic
courage had remained at their post
and while there was destruction on
every hand and apparently no es-
cape for them they sounded their
whistles this they repeated at in-
tervalster valshda the last time with
ant vigor as the water was receding
from the sides of their loco
motmotiivea

by half past five the
force of the reservoir water had
been spent in the village of canue
maughand the pullman cars and the

locomotive of the second section re-
mained unmoved this was because
being on the highest and hardest
groundround the destructive current of
thew reservoir had passed between
there and the mounmountain while the
current of the river did not eat it
away but other tracks had been de-
stroyedst A solitary locomotive was
seen embedded in the mud where
the roundhouseround house had stood

acask As the greatest danger had passed
the people of Conne maugh gave their
thoughts to their neighbors in the
city of johnstown here were cen-
teredred great steel and iron industries
the pride of western pennsylvania
the cambria I1ironworksronworks being known
everywhere here were chuchurchesrelies
daily newspapers banks dry goods
houses and comfortable and well
built homes of
their fate in contemplation of the
irresistible force of that awful flood
gathering additional momentum as
it swept toward the gulf it became
clear that the city must be de-
stroyedst and that unless the inhabi-
tants had telegraphic notice of the
breaking of the reservoir they must
perish 0

cries of horror went uup
deeds on the mountain sides and a
few instinctively turned their steps
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toward johnstown the city was
destroyed all its mills furnaces
many banks and residences all were
swallowed before the shadows of
nnighti fell the loss of inhabitants
who can tell with any tpertagtajercertainty1

those who came back by delightt
said that from to were
drowned our hope is that this is
exaggerated in the light of this
calamity the destruction at coolie
maugh sinussinks into insignificance
there they were all ready to bring
in the dead on stretchers HOW
many were lost here at Minimineralaral
point and at south fork could hot
be told and may nevernever be knoon
there were some passengersera and
possibly fortforty or myfifty inhinhabitantsItaiAts

the loss ofof life is certcertainlyMaly enor-
mous

enor-
mous the track of the railroad is
certainly destdestroyedfoyed from at least ten
miles below south porkfork and all
other property of the company on
the line the destruction of the
johnstown industries will abne
reach many millions of ainars
then to this vtvast sum add the
vast number of houses and
public buildings in that city
and the villages above tindand
below it and some idea canan be
formed of the property obliterated
by the flood created by the brebreakingdking
of a reservoir andakisandathis reservoir was
maintained for thidthe pleasure of the
pittsburg club upon the mountainain
was suspended a body of water three
miles long one wide and seventysevery
feet deep for the recreation of waspleas
ure seekers what would bacen
if there should be a break have
been imperfectly
it is said that the sum
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only hadbad been ex-
acted from the club what wasRs

to the gross sum of propprod
erty destroyed can they aadrestorere
the dead to life or assuage the griefhof
of the bereaved the quesquestion of
moral responsibilityj ty swallows up the
finanfinancial as awocompletelymnlately as the augry
waters did the cityarity of Jjohnstownoha town


