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necessity for mosesmogen thatcher to

be strong andnd powerful to plead
torfor the rights and liberties of god

supposed assaults madpeople against
by titsthe first proofupon those rights

dency or by the manifesto I1 hadbad
noao thought of what you call the

while adexistingcontroversy then
ministering to moses thatcher and
thetee phrase you selectelect asae justifying your

could otherwiseother wlee easily be

amounted for we avo not yet seen
tee last assault made upon the rights
andnd liberties of the fear
andnd lain my JudgjudgmentWOnt loin the future as
ID10 the postpast there will be a esely
forf strong and powerful I1 men to plead
for thehe rights and liberties of the
saints then seeee what an unworthy
91 would make mel youthing your theory
believeeteve that well nigh before the lobink
was dry which marks my Signsignatureiture
to the ps the day following
its acceptance by the general confer

god thatonceoct I1 was expressly bakingasking
mosesmoe thatcher might be raised up to
overthrow ill you ayany that I1 had
boftan led to sign

I1 you mean that I1 signedsuppose
U without conscience that I1ie without
MYy eoneotence going with my setact
audd that in your opinion par hape

you in sayingbaying as you do in
teeshe v-erydeiy next paragraph there exists
IIIn utah today a condition which
makesaeilt if necessaryneoe or in your opinion
advisableelblevl ble for you WOme to holdheld loin
abeyancejanoe the opinions you 1 I1 honestly

subject 01 surely itentertain on thisonone were seeking occasion for offence
toebe would fiodfind it herebore for taking it
ia in all a worse caad otof cowardly
double dealing and despicable byroobypoo
ayrimy could not easily be conjured up
Jjudging from the whole tone of your
letter 10 far asaa it refers tometo me person

y rather than from this particular
pata of it youyon do not intend to give
offence and where such intention ie18

bent I1 do lot believe in making one
U offeader for a word but I1 would

havewe you distinctly understand that
ij conscience war with my signa

turewe in thebe matter of signing the
and that no condition ex

ute IQin utah today which makes it nee
mary or advisable to bold in abeyance

uyny bold on this or
by other subject and the only

thingming lookinglacking to make your language
grossly isia the evident ab

neenae of suchnob an intention I1 standbland
kU arely with the other generalgenera
authorities of the chuancauch in connection

withtah whose signatures my own appears
oil0 the so called manifesto and with
them standfand responsible for KBits primul
ration itif that SOLact appears toin the aati
optionmotion of somelome of aljynay friends to be
inconsistent with positions I1 have
formerly assumedaei amed the orange arle
irclefr m a more perfect understanding otof
the facts and principles In solved I1
do not havebare soao exalted an opinion olof

the extent of my information or the
infallibility of my weeksweak human judg-
ment asaa to expect tuto be able to be
found at all timestimea in the present
strictly consistent with conduct that in
past only lain soao forfar anaa consistencyconeie tenoy lais
to be found in acting day by day in
strict accord with the light and con
Vlot ione possessedsaed at the time but
today if I1 seeeee the occasionaalon for it I1

shallball ravine the opinionsniona an I1 asaa far as
possible correct the conduct otof yester
ofay and tomorrow do the same with

the opinions and conduct of today and
sogo ooon to the end of life

you say you are oue of those who
believe every man holding the priest-
hood toIs responsible to god for the con-
duct of the affairs of the church antiand
for its purity 21 believing thus P

you continue it becomes my duty to
use whatever ability and influence I1
may have in the suppression of wrong-
doing in the church regardless by
whom done X sobo forfar if you will limit
your doctrine by baylog within the
soac peipe a d legitimate sphere of the
priesthood and office therein which
you hold and the ourcorrection Is made
through the meansmeane appointed in the
church I1 agree with that view but
when you add that the liability to
err Isie asan greaten the presiding quorum
of the church asaa in the lowest then
I1 must dissentdissect fram that part of your
doctrine I1 think that ordination to a
presiding position amounts to isomesome
thing I1 read in my bible that
joshuaJosbua Ustle son of nunnan was full of

thebe spirit of wisdom for moses hadbad
laid hishie hands upon him pa deu
chap 34 and soBO now when men
are ordained to fill responsible
ilogof I1 believe that
increased wisdom isin given and that
they are not as liable to commit errorserror
asaa those filling lessjew responsible poalDOBI

eions moreoverMor euver the art of
thehe church occupy a more command

tuging position than an inferior quorum
have better opportunity for obtaining
information concerning the work or
god than others they are sustained by
the dallydaily faith and prayers of all the
falthfaithfullul saint endand are more abund-
antly entitled to inspiration of the
holy gloat and the direct revelation
of bod thenthao others do all these
things count for nothing in your judg
wentmem were you not a little thought
less when you made the remark here
animadvertedanim adverted upon

your remark ab ut infallibility betasbeing
the gibraltar of absolutism may be die
winged by reminding you of the tootao
that nobody claimscealma infallibility for the
men constituting the first presidency
of the church no claim of
ability isia metet up for anything but the
word of god the law otof gd but that
is infallible

VI
THE MANIFESTO

and now just a word on the docu-
ment that hasbas come to be called the

mmanifestoanifesto 10 the rule of conduct
proscribed for the leading church
officialsolala in relation to seeking counse
before accepting nominations for politi-
cal office etc waswaa proposed and ac-
cepted for the purple of maintaining
discipline in the church for the pur
pose of preservingpreaerTing order in theth church
and guarding itsif interestsinte reata from neglect
by vreore rentingventing them from becoming

to other and less import
anantt interestsinte reite it was and toIB a church
regregulation julely this hashac been
affirmed by the church authorities
repeatedly and yet with a persistency
that to sayaay the least of it tola astonish
ing and which toin my judgment
amountsamounted to wanton ty there
have been partiespartiee even within the
church who set aside the word
of the general authorities and sayay
that the manifesto sP

and intendsintend political interference
and the domination of state politics
by church officials to the tearfulfearful

eyen of these parties there appears
coiled within it the serpentine chain
that tola to bind lasting letters of slavery
upon the limbs of young utah un
leeslet a a kind providence shallahall ralso up
some man to break itsita links asunder
others more moderate say that what
ever the intentions of its authors and
those who have accepted it in itsif

working it will result loin church
domination etc the first class men-
tioned above of whom I1 take it from
the tonstone otof your letter you are one
flatly refuserefuge to believe the word of the
twenty four men whose signaturessignature are
attached to the document who con
statute thehe general authorities of the
church to that class these men
the authorities of the church are
designing knavesknave bent on a sly
tameame at politics or out sudnd
out liars and scoundrels or thegreater part of them are weak
ling fools the moremere of one
or two dominating minds that are
scheming ambitiousambitions self seeking
scoundrels boere tois oono escaping migbis
conclusion for those who pereira in
saying that t toe manifesto means poli-
tics when the authorities of the
church positively affirm that it was
intended alone for the regulation and
preservation of order in thebe church
for some unbelieversbelieversun among us to take
that position would not of course be
very surprising but what do you
think brother of members of
thisthe church who take that
how longjong cocan they retain the fellow
ship of the saints or their standing in

thehe church
to the second class who say that the

practical workings of the regulation
will be to bring to pass church inter
ference lain politics I1 would say that
they should be willing to accord some
honesty to the gentlemen who promul-
gated what they assert is a church
regulation merely and wait until it is
demonstrated that in its operations
it Interinterferesferto with the political
rights and liberties of the citi-
zenszens meantime let me sayay that
you and others may continue to sayany
that this manifesto means politico
that itie that it is a device by which high
church officials mean to control the
politics of mebe state but I1 know that
it was and tois meant to be a church
regulation for the good order of the
church alone and intended to estab-
lish a proper understanding among the
officers orof the church and to correct
wrong impressionsimpre salons that bad obtained
concerning the attitude of high
church officials to politics men in
the future may continue to assert that
his announced rule of the church

means politicslog asan explained tola the
foregoing but that will not alterafter itsif
character any more than calling truth
falsehood will make it16 sono

VII
settlement OF THE QUESTION BY

THE vindication OF MOONS

THATCHER
you express the opinion that it

tois almost impossibleImpo to settleettle thishis
question brought up by the maulmani
basto rodand involving as you
supposeBUpp oie the principle of common coocon

sentent within the church Asaa a matter
of fact there Is no sucheboh issue to settle
the principle of common soai a01

factor of church government hoha nonot
been violated the rule of conduct in
questionquestion after being formulated by the


