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mlful strangers in civilized countries
bat not so unless you can induce
the american consul to puthit his
name on the passport your passport
is liable to be treated with the same
indifference as your certificate of
citizenship it may happen as in
the case of the gentleman pardon
the expression who is a consul at
bern that that dignitary will ask
you are you a mormon and
then add by order of the gov-
ernment of the united states I1 can
do nothing for you so you are
left at the mercy of the swiss
authorities you may be allowed to
roam about and enjoy the views of
beautiful switzerland or you may
be arrested any day and sent the
nearestatwayway out of the freest
country in europe those bornbom in
SwUswitzerlandmerland may be able to secure a

a document
which will put them anall right but
others must unavoidably quit or
git 11 thus goes the world this
little european republic can take
uncle sams adopted or native chil-
dren and just kick them out like
dogs and uncle sawssams paid ser-
vants stand idly by saying all
right the way to do it boys
11fidone I1 I1

but from switzerland music and
bigotry my thoughts goto palestine
the country I1 hope to see in a few
days palestinepalestin the holy land
onoeonce a centrum for the commerce
and civilization odtheof the world now de-
vastatedvastated and trodden under the feet
of gentiles suffering under a long
long curse palestine the land of
god will yet be a spot upon which
the eyes of the world will gaze with
amazement palestine is acknowl-
edged to be the key to the easterneaste rn
question and in that country per-
haps before long according to
prophecy willill that question be
finally settled see daniellldaniel 11 44

where the prophet speakingking odthe

ottoman empire and this very ques-
tion says but tidings out of the
east persia and out of the north
Rinlinsiasia shall trouble him turkey

therefore be shall go forth with
great fury to destroy and
utterly to make away many
and irebe shall plant the taber-
nacle of his palace between
the seas in the glorious holy moun-
tain yet he shall come to his end
and none shall help him notno even
england having a position be-
tween the three great ente
europe asia and africa its pos

tiep for commerce are incalcu-
lable and there will yet be seaports

and great commercial centresbentres to

which tyre and sidon were small

and insignificant when once a
great asian system of railways is
built up palestine will naturally be
the spot to which the great lines will
converge and through palestine the
products of asia will be carried to
the european and american mar-
kets and vimvice versa

that a country with the possibili-
ties of palestine should be an object
of desire to all the great european
powers tois natural enough but it
does not belong to any of them and
their mutual jealousy will no doubt
prevent any one of them from grasp-
ing it the country belongs to the
jew and the voice of that people
will yet be heard above the tumult
of the european ironclad armies
the country is minelmine and driven

from land to land persecuted like
I1 mormonscormonsMormons the spirit of gathering
will seize the scatteredmattered reinremnantnant and
with joy thethey will return to the land
of their fathers events follow each
other in rapid succession nowanow a
days and great events can be ac-
complishedcomplis hed in short ttimesimes it is
therefore well to be awake and
watch for the I1 signs of the times

looking attheat the religious world as
it at present appears around me
there seems to be a complete stand-
still except as far as the ever march
luging I1 salvation army is concerned
religion now seems to be reduced to
a kind of mutual insurance associa-
tion the church ll pays its pollpoli-
cies to ahethe state and receives pro-
tectiontection the states commit them-
selves with the churches and
receive the assurance of the

churches that these will render
all necessary help in checking the
rabble yes that is the noble
scope of the church of today
the people pay the priests in order
to obtain eternal salvation and the
priests take the pay nobody seems
to think of such a thing as convert-
ing a sinner from the errors of his
waywardness this seems to be out
offof fashionachion religion is only a busi-
ness I1 can fully realizedrealize I1 think
the depth of meaning conveyed in
these quaint words of soorensoeren
kierkegaard when everybody
has been made a christian then
christianity has eo ibao been
abolished and this is exactly
what has been done everybody is
a christian and christianity is con-
sequently abolished people are fed
spiritually on the refuse of centu-
ries why a prodigal in our days
need notno perish for want of husks so

long as06 he keeps himself within
the boundaries of the establishedestablished
churches and their shepherds

Is it a wonder that infidelity

should flourish that morals should
be corrupted consciences killed and
the whole machinery of society be
on the road back to barbarism no
nor is it a wonder that the judg-
ments of god have been pronounced
upon the present generation the
only surprise is that it takes so long
a time before all is consummated
and a new era established but it
will come as soon as the saints of
god are prepared for it
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IN TURKEY J

providence having brought us
safely to the shores of the mediter-
ranean I1 take pleasure in penning
you a few more lines Alex andretto
is a seaport on the mediterranean
but not of much importance it is
however the seaport for aleppo a
city of nearly inhabitants
located 90 miles inland and some
other places the city ISie built ona
marsh and is as a matter of course
a hotbed for fevers the haven as
are all other havens in turkey Is
almost devoid of improvements
when smyrna is excepted there
are no docks in turkey where a ship
can lay to all traffic is carried on
by boat from shore to deep water

As I1 have now traveled about
miles from the black sea to the
mediterranean via aleppo I1 have
seen much which will be at least to
me of great value I1 have observed
much concerning the sick man
as the sultan has been named and
some of his dominions turkey may
well be styled a sick country it is
poor and helpless according to the
age and is favored with many
ruins of large and at one time great
and important districts it has there
forefoie been styled 11 a country of rv
ruins but in its present condition A
it is more correct to say a ruined
country its finances are at a low
ebb no trust and russia is crowd-
ing for war indemnity old and once 4

V

repudiated creditors axeare drawing the
taxes of fseveral Pprominent terri-
tories which after collection only
bring about one per cent the
soldiers axeare quarrelingng for they pay
and are often in open rebellion for

that reason men drafted foforr ththe
army go with reluctance as they yv

are but poorly paid and kept
for long terms the daily rations 1 j
being about one and three 4
fourth pounds of bread and a3 cents

and they axeare poorly clad the peo-
ple are bewailing their financial
condition imports exceed export
and tataxesaes araree exorbitant when eardeam


