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REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

The way of life and salvation is mapped ont
goplain y in the Old and New Testaments that
any man may read and understand, yet people
do not understand. Tbe most approved geo-
graphy and map fail to give a deseription and
delineaticn of sny people or country so per-
fectly as to exclude all possibility of more
being known by personally visiting and ex-
amining the country or people deseribed. - A
mere gerographical description has a claim
only upon our belief, but to gain-a perfect
knowledge of the country or peonle described
it ig necessary tovisit that country and people;
having obtained this knowledge, you in turn
become a witness to o' hers of what you have
g=en, heard, bandled, or felt. So it is with
the gospel. : ‘

We may read the history of the life of
Christ, admire his moral and religious teach-
ings, be impressed with awe by the descrip-
tion of the character and works of the Fatber
and God of the universe, be made acquainted
witn the means he has devised to prepare
mankind to enter his presenc>, but it is neces-
sary that we should fellow Christ, put into
actual praetice the lessons of Christ, and
obey the o dinances of Christ, to know for
ourgelves the saving effects they produce in
mankind. A mere theo:y amounts to but
Jittle, while practice and obedience have to
do with stern realities. In this way the
anciente obtained a knowledge of the trueGo 1,
“ And we know that the Son of God is come,
and hath given us an understanding, that we
may know him that is true; and we are in
bhim that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God, and eternal life.”

Although the charac’'er of God is plainly

[breaks the law of his conntry he is amenable
to that law, and it provides a suitavle pepalty.
The Latter Day Raints live and always bave
lived in a land of law, and if they have trans-
gressed the law, shame on a community, like
‘the people that live under the government of
the United States, to persecute them instead
of prosecuting them. An instance cannot be
found upon the records of any court in the
United States where the leadeis of this peo-
ple have been legally convicted of a breach of
law and order. :

Joseph “mith was arraign-d before Judge
Austin A. King, on a chargeof treason. The
Judge inquired of Mr, Smith, “Do you be-
lieve and teach the doctrine that in the course
of time the Saints will possess the e.rth?"
Joseph replied that he did. “Do you believe
that the
will fill the whole earth and rule over all
other kingdoms, as the prophet Daniel has
gaid?? «Yes, gir, I believe that Jesus Christ
will reign king of nations as he does king of
Saints.” “Write that down, clerk; we want
to fasten npon him the charge of treason, for |
if he believes this, he must be'ieve that the
State of Missonri will erumble and fall to rise
wo more,”” Lawyer Doniphan said to the
Judge, “d mn it, Judge, you had better make
the Bible treason and have done with it.”

I was not in Missouri at the first of our
people’s going there, but I have gearched dili-
 wently to find whether any of the Latter Day
Saints have ever been convicted in any of the
courts of Missouri for t ansgressing the law,
and,sofaras [ could learn,such an instance can-
not be found on the court records of that State,
“Then why are yo1 persecu ed?” Because
the Lord has committed unto us the words of
eternal life to deliver to the world, which, if
they will obey, will bring them back into the
presence of the Father and th+ Son.

The world will not receive the gospel, unless
they can have it on their own terms, and will

described”in the scriptures, yet mankind do
not understand it, but have imagiued to them-
selves a God withoutl form or location. It is
written in the scriptures, “God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him, mus' wo'ship him
in spirit and in truth.” Again, “But the na-
tural man (or as we now use the language,
the falien or sinful man) receiveth not the
things « £ the Spirit of God: for they are fool-
ishness un‘o himgy nei her can he kn w them,
because they are spiritually discerned. But
ha that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he
Limself is judged of no man.” In no other
way can the things of God be understood.
Men who are destitute « £ the influence of tie
Holy Ghost, or the Spirit of God, cannot un-

derstand the things of God; they may read

them, but to them they are shrouded in

dark:.ess.

We try to tell the people how te be saved;
and if we have not the fullness of t e gospel,
it is no. upon the faceof the earth. If we
have not the priesthood of heaven, it is not
yossessed by any people upon earth. The
priesthood of the Son of God to the ¢ ildren
of men is a perfect system of government—a
heavenly institution among m-n—designed to
bring them back into the presence of God to
partake of the fullness of his glory. The

wer of all truth dwells in the bosom of our

ather and God, which he dispenses to his
children as lie will, by the means of his eternal
priesthood. He is enthroned in the light,
glory and power of truth. He has abided the
truth, and is thereby exalted, and his power,
light and glory are eternal. The go pel and
the yrirsthood are the means he employs to
save axd exalt his obedient children .o the
possession with bim of the same plory and
power, to be crowned with crowus of glory,
immortality and elernal lives.

«“We a'one have the words of life” is a
sreat saying; who can bear it? “If you

Latter Day Saints are the only people who
bave \he words of life, why are you so des-
pised, hated? Why have you been under the
necessity of \eaving your bhoxes and posses-
gions??”?  For no other 1eason than the follow-
ing: “God miristered unt> bim (this first
Elder) by an holy angel, whose countenance
was as lightning, and whose garments were
pure and white above all otlier whiteness;
and gave unto him commandments which in-
spired him; and gave him power from on high,
by the means which were before prepared, to
translate the Book of Mormon, which eon-
tains a record of a fallen people, and the full-
ness of the gospel of Jesus Cbrist to the gen-

persecute the few that do receive it. We
preach the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, and

angry with God, with Jesus Chri«t, and with
his Saints; God and Christ they cannot reach,
but the Saints they can persecute as long and
as much as they are permitted.

“But were you not persecuted for teaching
that odious doctrine called polygamy?” No.
We were planted in these vaileys before it
was publicly made known to the people. Only
a few of Joseph Smith’s intimate friends knew
it previous to its being published to the
world, which was several years axfter his
death, We have not been driven from our
homea since it was publi-hed.

“Do- you not aggravate your enemies by
your close communion habits?” I speak for
myself; I ackuowledge that I do not fellow-
ship much £ their conduct, nor do I expect
to, unless it is better than some of it has been;
and I will say further, it is hard for me to
fellowship the conduct of some who profess Lo
be Latter Day Saints,

Polygamy in Utah and polygamy among
the Christi.n nations of the world at ‘he pre-
sent day are very different. P lygamy in
U ah is an honorab e transaclion for we

-

and molher knew h'm any better than I did.
I do not think that a man lives on the earth
that knew him any better than I did; and I
am bold to say that, Jesus Christ excepted,
no better man ever lived or does live upon
this earth, Iam his witness, He was per-

)

ord will raise up a kingdom that!

seculed for the same reason that any other
righteous person bas been or is persecuted at
the present da{.

The world have the gospel preached to
them, but they do not receive it, and they
wish to drive the priesthood and its support-
ers from the earth. Blessed are they which
are persecuted for rightrousness’ sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of h«aven. Blessed are
ye when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake. Rrjoice and be ex-
ceeding glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you.”” Had Jesus Christ
been an imposter and of the world. the world

1

th's gives offence to the wicked; they become |
{,' disunion exists in any government, it ulti-

'marry our wives, and openly acknowledge
them and their eh:ldren. tisa \e? different
| matter elsewhere; women are seduced and
}ﬂe:ret!y kept as mistresses as long as they
 please their unpr.ncipled seducers, when they
are cast off to meet, if it were possible, a
worse fate; their children are not acknowl-
edged, but are thrown upon the world unpro-
tected, and left exposed to be carried away by
he dark and turbid stream of erime, to end
their wretched lives in p ison, upon the gal-
lows, or in some other violent manner,

Did the devil believe that Joseph Smith was
an impostoi? He knew that Joseph Smith
was a true prophet. Did the fi.st priest who
persecuted Joseph Smith, when Joseph was
about nineteen years of age, beli ve that
Joseph was an impostor? No. The devil
a d his emissaries are not afraid of an impos-
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to 3 for the world is full of imposition. en
who lecture against God, Jesus Chri
the Bible, are not persecuted, but figure in
what is calied the best society. 'T'iuis proves
one saying of the Savior, that the world loves
its own; and those that the Lord has chosen
out of the world, they bate and persecute.—
Infidelity, under some popuiar namne, makes
its way to the altars of christian sanctuaries,
and s supporters receive the Lonor of this
world. But when Joseph Smith came before

tilvs and to the Jews also, which was given
by inspiration, and is coufirmed to others by
the ministering of angels, and is declared unto
tbe world by them, proving to the world that
the Iloly Scriptures are true, and that God
does inspire men and call them to his holy
work inthis age and generation, aa well as in
generations of old, thereby showing that he is
the same God yesterday, to-day, and forever:
Amen.”” This s all the reason that I know
of.

¢¢Have the Mormons been persecuted for
the'r evil deed:7? It thry bave, shame on
their  ersecutors, for if any Latter Day Saint

the world bearing testimony that Jesus lived.
that he had seen him, declaring that he was

]
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the world, that he bad spoken from the beav-
ens and bad reyealed in jthese dave the full-
ness of the gospel for the salvation of men,
that the Old and New Testament were true
and contained the plan of human redemption,
he was cast out, and the ery —*‘false prophet,
false prophet, away with Lim,” was almost

st, and ' men loved darkness rather than light, because
| their deeds were evil.”

his witness, and that Jesus was the Savior of |

would have loved its own. Had J seph Smith
been an impostor and of the world, the world
would not have hated him, but would have
loved its own. Had Joseph Smith made po-
litical capital of his religion aud calling, and
raised up a political party,he doubtless would
have become celebrated and renowned in the |
world as a great man and a great leader.

The world fears a conrentration of feeling
and union of aetion. We say that we live in
a republican government, aud we hold th:t
we have the best national constitution in the
world; but a wicked people will earrupt them-
geives and do wick edir under any government,
and, in so doing, will sooner or later be de-
stroyed. The most excellent human or divine
laws are of no vse to earthly or heavenly be-
ings, unless they are faithfully observed.—
Law is for the protection of the law-abider;

— e — ————— T R . e i ——

tians to suffer for their religion, except in
cases when his providences may require for -
certain wise purposes  Votaries of false sy~
tems of religion will at times court pe.secu~ -
tion, with a view to establish their religion '
and give it notoriety. The most ¢f:ctual
way to establish the religion of heaven is to
live it, rather than to die for ity I thivk I am
safe in saying that there are many, of the
Latter Day Saints who are more willing to
die for their religion than to faithfully live it.
There is no other proof can be adduced to
God, angels, and men, that a people faithtully
live their religion, than that tuey repent truly
of their sins, obey the law of baptism for the
remission of sins, and then continue to do the
works of rightrousness day by day.

Some few who profess to be Latter Day
Saints have been unruly and froward, not
respecting the rights and property of others. -
The army that was quartered in our vicinity
introduced more corruption and iniquity than
had been made manifest for years. Whether
to be thankful or rorrowful for this, rome~ |
times [ am at a loss te khow. The wicked
that were among us have been made mapifest.
and many of them have left; this is '
we have no cause to mourn over. There are
still a few who are impatient of control, will -
go their own way, will steal, lie, swear, get
drunk, etc. Their works make them manifest,
and we know them. We also know upon
whom we can depend in a time of trouble; a
good sailor is always found at his post, both
in calm and storm. The good soldier is ready
to resist the enemy, and not to shake hands
with him aud be tamely taken prisoner. 1h»
time of storm and truug!u ig the time to prove
ourselves to God and to one another,

We desire to be a great deal be ter than we
are as individuals and as a people, and if we

‘

|

and the penalty of the law is for the law-
bréaker. God cannot acknowledge a divided
government as his, wherein some are of Paul,
some of Apollos, etc,

The church of Jesus Christ could not exist,
and be divided up into pa:ties. Where such

mately becomes the means of the utter over-
throw cof that government or people, unless a
time'y remedy is applied. Party spirit once
made its appearance in heaven, but was
Erumptly checked. ““And there was war in

eaven: Michael and his angels fought againat
the ¢r-gon; and the dragon fought and his
angels, and prevailed not; neither was their
place found any more in heaven. And the
dragon was cast ouf, th.t old serpent, called
the Devil, jand Satan, which deceiveth the
whole worl/: he was cast out into the earth,
and his ange's were cast ot with him.”—
They were cast ou; and if our government
had cast out the seceders, the war would soon
have been ended. Tuis placed the spirit of
svil on the earth. Those evil spirits are not
permitted to r-ceive tabernac’es of their own,
and that is their condemnation and pun sh-
went. They bave been known to take pos-

|attribute that to them as a sin.

are faithful, we shall be. Praise to the faith-
ful Latter Day Sain s, who are striving to
serve God with all their hearts, Let all Lat- -
ter Da{ Saints learn that the weaknesses of
their brethren are not sins. Wbhen men or
women undesiznedly comn it a wrong. do not
that tc _ Let us learn
to be compassionate one with anotber; let
mercy and kindness soften every angry snd
fretful temper, that we may become lovg wuf-
fering and b reficent in afl' our commuiica-
tions one with another. No man can ever
become a ruler in the kingdom of God, until
he can perfectly rule himsgelf; then is he
capab e ¢f raising a fami y of children whe
will rise up and call bim blessed. On the
other hand, if the Elders of Israel do not pay
attention to this and improve themselves in
every possible way, their families will see
their weaknesses and follies, can have ne
confidence in them as leaders, and will reat-
ter away from them and join themselves ‘e
more subs antial, wise and reliable fallLiers
and | aders, |
Shall we as a people ever become popular
in the world? Yes, when righteousness 1eigns
triumphautly on the earth, In tke end, when

seasion of the bodies of men and women, and
rather than to be without a body, they have
entersd the bodies of brutes. All such spiri's
and all embodied spirits who viclate whole-
some ‘aws and abuse the righ's and privi-
ieges guarranteed unto them will be hurled
down o hell.

The people in the States have violated the
Constitution in closing their ears against the
eri 8 of the eppressed, and in consenting to
shedding innocent b'ood, and now war, death
and gloom are spread like a pall over the
land, wlich state of things will sooner or
later spread all over the weorld. The world
is at war against the truth, and against those
who propagate it. Are they opposed to cant-
ing hypocri es in the garb of parsons? No.
Wili they ridicule a black-attired blackguard
and pelt bim with mud and ro ton eggs, even
though he should lecture against God, Chriat,
and tbe holy secriptures? No, but they will
fizht against the truth which bas been re-
vealed fromn heaven, ““and this is th» condem-
pation that light is come into the worl!, and

The wicked bate the
light because it maketh manifest their evil
deeds, and they love to dwell in darkness,
thinking to cover their sins from .the public
gaze aud from the eye of Go'; but in the due
time of the Almighty their deeds will be ex-
posed upon the house tops. Thisis t' e rea-
son why the religious and political factions cf
this land unitea their energies to slay the
Prophet Joseph 8 nith, and 10 banish the reli-
gion of Jesus, because they saw that it would
ihstruct, inform, and unite the people.

It may be said that the Roman Catholics
are as wnch united as the Latter Day Saints,
but is it in righteousness? No.
read that the Roman Catholics of late years
hive taken patiently the spoiling of their
goods and suffered the loss of a | things for

I have not | p

the jodgment is set and the Judge «f all the
earth makes his appearance, he will plece
up n his right hand Abrabam and Abrabam’s
seed and all hose who have obeyed the goa-
pel of his Son, and they will inlerit the earth
and ita fulness, while the sinner and the wun-

godly will be cast intoe prison to
uttermost farthing. P pay the

May the Lo'd belp us to live 8o that we
may be accounted worthy of all the glory our
Heavenly Father.has in store for us. Amen,

. -

REMARKS

By President IIERER € KIMRALL, Sun’ay
meruing. April 27, 1862,

—

[REPORTED 1Y J. V. LONG.]

Every true Saint that Las got the light of
heaven in *hem can realize and compr hend
in a degree the importance of what President .
Young hae sail tous. Men frequently speak
of good sense, but the question may be asked,
what is good sense? I consider that that
man or woman that has got the light of heaven
in them, whether it is by the natural or the
gpiritual eyes that is fhe light of Christ and
that is good sense. Now it is impossible to
have the light of Cbrist, except you are aiive
in Christ.

We are like a limb that. ig alive in a tree,

‘yes every one that are Latter Day Saints; we

are united or should be as the heart of one
man, and no man will be saved and gathered
with Christ excepé-they are grafted into him,
for they must r ceive the life th.t fl ws [row
bim in order to be exalted with bim. 1t js
upon the same principle that the graft that is
at into a tree receives life from the tree, inte
which it is engraffed. It 18 Decessary that
we should all be alive in Christ, and we'onght
to partake of his attributes and also of ilLe

their re.ig on. Though this may not be posi-

universal.

Smitk? I was as well acquainted with him
ag any man. [ do uo believe that his father

Who can justly say augbt against Joseph

tive proof of the truth of any religion, for it
s we.l known that fanatics will suffer borrible

e for a false and foolish m“ginn‘{:‘]_ll

1
s torian
(than ‘s required of the Lord lox true

attrib tes of his Father; then we become oife

with Christ as he i8 one with the Fatier. Wa

never can enjoy the life-giving influcnces of

ore | the Spirit of Gof except we live and practice
i8- 1 our religion, always abidic
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¢ in the y ue, for

a result -



