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only interested in his genealogy but was
very anxiousanxious to learnleam insomuch that he
sought diligently and found out the riffrightht
of the first man who is adam or first
father through the fathers unto him
any one desiring it can read a list of
histfirst latherfather or patriarchs in doctrine
and Covern tg section paragraphs
4ao0 7 givingiv 0g the litt from adam to
me iluslah the grandfather of noah

Aabrahamarabam further says that the record
of the patriarchs concerningcot thet right of
the priesthood the lord preserved in
his own hands

now how did he come by the record
which gave him the knowledge otof his
right to the priesthood undoubtedly
it was brought by noah in the ark
through the flood other history informs
us that abraham spent a number of
years of his early life with noah and
shem and was taught by them in all the
knowledge otof god and his works thus
whatsoever knowledge noah and shem
were possessed of or whatsoever re-
cords they brought through the flood in
the ark all this was available no doubt
to abraham and he being a believer in
the almighty god became a manofman of
such extraordinary faith that nothing
could be required which was too great
lorfor him and so hebe became the father of
the faithfullaith fut and the friend of god

I1 have read these portions olof scripture
that we may get the subject of keeping
records and of writing history especially
sacred history before our minds for con-
sideration since the temples have been
constructed and the ordinances
therein began to be administered our
people have obtained a better under-
standingg of the importance of keeping
family records family history and gene

than before we have had one
among us who has seen from thetha early
days of the church the necessity of this
and has entertained the subject with
great interest and perhaps with as great
importance as anyone could when there
was so little necessary use for the same
and that is our worthy president wood-
ruff he has from the beginning of his
public career kept a journal and a
history and we are indebted in a great
measure to his exertion together with
that of some others for many great and
powerful sermons which the prophet
joseph deddeliveredvered in the city of nauvoo
we are indebted I1 say to hisbis records
and his efforts for very many of these
precious truths that we have now on the
page otof history to enrich ourselves with
some olof the most important matters
pertaining to the most sacred council
that were instituted by the prophet
joseph are thus brought down to our
present time and by them we are made
the happy necip ants of many blessings
and ordinances in later times we have
been limited in our efforts to write up
the history of the church because of
our records being in a scattered condi-
tiontion and because of our not having yet
obtained the historical items necessary
from the more distant portions of the
church we have had brother jenson
invisiting from ward to ward from
stake to stake from mission t mi
sion gathering up the early history of
the founding otof the s in utah
and the surrounding territories he
has been with you learned of your con

and has gathered up what infor-
mation hebe could get necessary for a faith
tul history otof all the stakes of so
far as we know through hisbis report to
me as historian I1 am informed thaithal
there ateaie adsV A

organized and goinggoing on

for quite a length of time that have no
semblance of any record kept among
them to this fact I1 wish to call the
attention not only of the presidents of
stakes the bishops of wards lents
of quorums and councils and the heads
of families but of all the people and I1
wish them to know and understand that
it i time they were turning their finds
upon this subject they should keep
more carefully the church records while
they also institute family history you
thatthai have been in theChurch many years
and are raising up sons and daughters
around you should teach and instruct
them in this matter and impress them
while in their schoolboy days to keep
some notation of all their general doings
in the earth keep an account of them-
selves I1 know they will feel j as you
and I1 felt what is the use of writing that
I1 went to the brigham young academy
to learn what is the use of telling that
I1 went off a couple of years to the south
on a mission or to england or any-
where else it may seem of small mo-
ment to them now but when
your sons are old their hair
white and they look back upon
half or three fourths of a century
of experience perhaps a bishop presi-
dent of stake founder of a colony or
president of a temple then they would
give a treasure torfor a faithful record of
the experience they had passed through
who they had blessed baptized confirm-
ed ordained and in what countries and
languages they had done it it is
time that these brethren who ateare
bald and gray with age were instituting
this order of things in their households
that they as the heads of their families
their tribes or their generation may
establish a history that shall go down to
the generations after them subsequent
generations will want to kilowknow what part
their father their grandfather or their
great grandfather took in establishing
this church if he was a high priest
an elder a president of a stake a bish-
op or a bishops counselor or held any
other office in the priesthood he ought
not only to keep an account of this for
his own present benefit as long as he
endures but also seeee to it before he de-
parts that he leaves a good record of the
events of his life to his kindred of the
work that he has performed in the tem-
plesles and of the mismissionssious that he has ful-
filledrolled that it may go down to his child-
ren that they may realize that they are
under obligations to him lorfor the bless-
ings of the gospel that he has caused to
descend upon their heads to establish
them in the midst of gods people in the
last days I1 request you my brethren
the bishops that you look carefully
after the intinterestsorests of your people in this
regard see that your clerks keep good
and perfect records of eayeryry birth in
your ward certainly of thelTthe birthirth of every
child that belongs to the saints
some of the children that are now
born of those who are unbelievers may
rise up and through your instruction anand
ministration become elders and minis-
ters of god in the church while they
are in the flesh and may bless you fur
the benefits you have bestowed upon
them I1 wish to urge the presidents
of stakes and the bishops otof wards to
look after this matter and see that re-
cords are kept properly in the wards in
the stakes and in all the church organsorgan
izat ions included in yourour prpresidenciescies
these records dledoe inspectedinspects ccrai i

cally by you and frequently not only tthatt
they are faithfully kept butbet onn durableu ble

paper and with indelible ink no re-
corder or clerk should be allowed to buy
the books and keep them as his own
when church matters are recorded inia
them we had an example of this inin
early days when president Joseph
smith receded aa revelation thattha johnohnahner asis to bede appointed

he got his book and kept rre
cords in iait and by andnd by when the
prophet joseph wantedanted it to find
data so that he could write his history
this man would not let him have ththe
book he having apostatized from the
church he kept that book and it waswar
handed down in his generation we
have obtained a copy of the entire re-
cord so while they keep the book we
have its contents this sample is13 elouenoughb
to give us a warning in your reretied3ie
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societies your mutual improvement as-
sociations your quorumsqu even down

primary associations thetherere should
be bootesbooks provided by the organization
and paid for by it and they should bbe-

i the property of that body torfor whomI1 the
record is keptkepi and when itft is full it
should be delivered carefully to the
authorities of that body and held as
church property that it may when want-
ed be brought to the historians office
and be preserved in the archivesarchive of his-
tory for the benefit otof future generations
some who have gone on foreign
missions have kept records of their
labors in those missions but we gaimoget
trace of them brethren if you know
of any such recordsrecord please bring aittoit

historians office anaitand it you cannot
afford to lose the value of the book we
will pay for it

let me cite your mind to another
grand and glorious topic when
it was determined that the son ofgod should come in the flesh and
take the supreme position of re-
deemer of the world how did hefie
come israel had been trained to keep
their genealogies and when they came
to search lorfor his antecedents they found
he had a most excellent and complete
record matthew informs us that from
jesus back to david was fourteen gener-
ations from david to abraham was
fourteen generations and from abraham
to noah was fourteen generations and
from noah to adam were ten genera-
tions if he had not been able to
furnish that pedigree he would have
had no credentials to the house of israel
of a worldly nature as a man among
men but he proved his genealogy
down through the most honorable line
that could be traced a lineage thattha any
israelite might be proud of

the great patriarch abraham seems
to have been not only deeply interested
in but quite enthusiastic on this subject
on page 54 of the pearl of great price
he says

but the records otof the fathers even the
patriarchs concerning the right of the priest-
hood the lord my god preserved in mine own
hands therefore a knowledge of the beginning
off the creation and also of the planets and ofthethe stars as they were made known unto the
fathers have I1 kept even unto this day and I1
shall endeavor to write some of these things
upon this record for the benefit of my posterity
that shall come after me

now as he wrote lorfor the benefit of his
posterity we may suppose that putout for
the vandalism that destroyed the severaleveral
hundred thousand volumes that had
been gathered u uder the from
all partspans otof the known world into the
museum and library and temples of0
alexandria in egypt and elseelsewhere thehe
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