= T T

© B R N T

.

APril 8§

r——

r B e 1 " e TEENETEETT STET T S e L e - L2

THE DESERET NEWS. ‘
Sl - —— ==

185

=

P — LR

-

§ . =y

are ready to do ‘if it conduces to the
advancement of the cause of God on
the earth. He bad heard it stated that
“Mormonism'™ was a stupendous
traud, and' thosé' whod were of that
opinion had wondered that he had been
selected for one of the leaders, and he
had been asked whether he did not
realize that it was a humbugz. Tosuch
he had borne his testimony with good
effect, because he had lived according
to his profession. A good deal was
beingz said about some of the suthori-
ties retiring from public view for a
season. Why should any people thrust
their hands into the fire when they
know they will be burned by so doing?
There will be ﬂl)pnsi tion to the Latter-
day Saints until the whole social fabric
of the world is revolutionized. In sceing
these things we are only witnessing
the fulfilment of that which has been
prophesied. We may expect to see
men  who are corrupt arise and
proclaim that this people are wicked.
No man in this Church ean commit the
sin which the world falsely accuse
the Saints of perpetrating and retain
the Spirit and a standing in th¢ com-
munity. Adualtery is of all sins the
most abominable (the shedding of in-

We are all children of the same Great
Parent, and each one has the opportu-
nity and priviiege granted to him or
her to exercise his or her azenecy, We
have chosen to serve the God of Israel.
We have submitted to "His laws, have
obeyed Ilis Gospel, and have chosen
the path which Heassures us will bring
us into Iis presence. Others of His
children [})reier a different course.
They yield to a different influence, and,
under its power, they seek to destroy
the work of God and all who are con-
nected with it, This they can do inthe
exercise of theagency which the Father
has given unto them. Not only in times
ast, but in our own day, the wicked
ave persecuted, tormented and mur-
dered the Saints of God. Bu:, while
in 80 doing, they bring upon them-
selves everlasting condemnation, their
acts are overruled for the glory and
exaltation of His faithful people and
the accomplishment of His purposes in
the redemption of the earth. :
For a few months past we have seen

' in these valleys an exhibition of thi®

deadly hostility against the Latter-day
sSaints,. We need not ennmerate to

' Yyou all these acts of oppression and

wrong. Youa are familiar with them.

nocent blood excepted) in the sight of
God. By incidents of his own expe-
riencé the speaker illastrated the conti-
dence that people outside the Church
have—in & business capacity—in faith-
ful Latler-day Saints, and the distrust,

' set an

But the best men in the community,
men of pure lives, men who have
example to the
ever since they came to these
mountains, and in all their days, who
have led in works of righteousness,

with which they look upon apostates.

There are, however, some men who

type of character, have been selected

have been in the Church who never as victims of a vile persecation and

were epergetic while in it, and have
exhibited a similar indifference after
leaving it. Some who have withdrawn
from the Church, the speaker hoped
some day to see return v the fold of
Christ. Some whe had been filled with
licht and energy when in the faith
of the (Gospel, are equally bitter
against’ the truth,' seeking to tear
down. what the formerly were
engaged in bulding up. Not-

withstanding, the evil that is falsely!

spoken. of the prominent Eldersin this
Church, if any one of théem were to
sive his word of honor to any of these
deputy Marshals that arejhunting them
that he wunldaﬂ:ear at a stated time
and place, he had no doubt that it
would be taken by the officer. The
hest and most honorable men of the
community, as a rule, had entered into
plurdl marrmge and were the objects
of the cruel prosecutions that were
now being enforced, The speaker con-

cluded by expressing confidence that
the cause of truth and righteousness

would be vindicated. _
ELDER HARVEY H. CLUFF,

‘ounselor in the Presidency of the
Utah Stake, was the next speaker. He
had been engaged in the work of God
nearly fifty vears. In all his travels
in the world he had never encountered
anything which he was willing to ac-
cept in exchange for his faith. He bad
a testimony of the truth for himself.
He had witnessed and passed through
rsecutions and he rejoiced in them.
f we keep the commandments of God
we will behold His salvation. e had
always believed the Saints would have
to pass through ditficulty, and that
every species of subterfuge would be
resorted to to bring about their de-
struction. The ungodly will continue
in this line. It is not the practicejof
some of the doctrines that brings the
animus alluded to. Ifis the principle
of power among the Saints that is op-
posed. Many of the very men who are
opposed to the Church are the ones
who are corrapt, and would bring im-
moral practices into this commauonity.
He concluded by exhorting the Saints to
increased faithfulness.
The choir sang an Anthem.
CBgnedtctinn by President Charles O,
ard.

¥ During the afternoon session the fol-
lowing epistle from the First Presi-
dency was read by Elder B. F. Cam-
mings, Jr.:

PRESIDENT'S OFFICE
salt Lake Lﬁt .
April 4th, 1885.

To the Officers and Members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in Conference assembled:

BELOVED' BRETHREN AND SISTERS:

[t 1S eminently proper, under the
circumstances, not being able to be
with you in person at our Annual Con-
ference, that we should address you
4 few lines and express to you our
faith, feelings and hopes concerning
the great work of our Grod in which we
dreall mutaally interested. Neveratany
fime in our lives have we had more joy
wd satisfaction in the Gospel and in
e labors thereof than we have at the
pesent time. Profoundly grateful to
omr God for His kindness to us in peér-
miting us to have a npame and a place
among His people, and to be the bearers
of His everlasting Priesthood, we are
determined with His help to press for-
ward with increased diligence and zeal

in doing our part towards the carrying |

on of His purposes and work. We sece
His Yand marvelously manifested in
hehalt of His people, We know that
[11s power is with us, that His Angels
have charge concerning us, and that no
uﬂllctiunﬁt:u upon auy one,however

humble, without it being fully known
to Him. This knowledge that God is
near tO us,and hears and answers our
prayer iﬂ an unceasing canse of
thankfulness. ad praise. Fora wise
purpose in providence He per=-
mits the wicked, 1n the exercise of
their a*enc}r,. from time to time
to atilict His followers. Since theé days
of our father Adam this has always
beén the caseyand 16 will continue to
be, 0 long 4S8 Satan has any power
over the hearts of the chilldren of men,

been assailed and denounced as crimi-
nals of the lowest grade, Juries have
' been selected for the express purpose
- of convicting men who are prominent
'in the Church; and their partisan bias
has become so thoroughly known Ia
the community that the cominon ex-
| pression is, that an accusation in the
‘courts, as now constituted, is equiva-
lent to a conviction. Theruale of juris-
prudence which has come down for
ages past has been that the accused
' shall be deemed innecent until proved
guilty. In our courts, we are sorry to
say, this has been reversed. The bur-
den of proof has rested upon the ac-
cused in almost every instance—the
judge,the jury, equally with the prose-
cution, appearing tolview him as guilty,
and that it was his daty to furnish all
the proof necessary to exculpate him
from the accusation of guilt. Among
all the English-speaking people and tor
ages past, the jury bas been looked
upon as the palladinm of human liberty.
It has been the richest fruit of our
civilization. No greater guarantee of
fairness could be imagined by our an-
cestors than that a man accused of
crime should have his case submitted
to the judgment of his peers—his
’neighbum living in the vicinage—and
presumably acquainted with his life
and with the motives which may have
prompted him to commit the crime of
which he was accusec, 'The wisdom
of man has failed to devise fairer or
more just means than this of decid-
ing upon their fellow-man’s guilt
or innocence when accused. But
in this Judicial District, for a long
period past, we do not know of a
jury that has been thus constituted.
Jurors have been selected for their
known enmity to the parties accused,
or tu the principle involved in the trial.

The result-has been that a Latter-
day Saint would almost be as safe in
seeking for justice in the infernal re-
zions, or at the hands of Algerine

irates as in courts of this character.

ndictments have been found against
different parties upon the flimsiest evi-
dence, aud in some instances uponevi-
dence which would have no weight
with any fair-minded jury. The result
has been that a reign of judicial terror
has prevailed and still prevails in these
valleys. Seeing no prospeet of fair
trial, men have deemed it better to
avoid arrest for a season, or until there
was a prospect of receiving impartial
treatment by the courts and juries.
Prosecution has degenerated into per-
secution. A law which is in and oi
itself, as we believe, unconstitutional
and aimed at the practice of religion,
and so viewed by a number of our
leading statesmen in Congress,is taken
advantage of and carried to lengths
probably never dreamed of by many of
the men who voted for it. We have
sometimes thought that it was impos-
sible for men to indulge in such vin-
dietive feelings as have been mani-
fested here; but in searching for a
cause we have been forced to thecon-
clusion that these violent prosecutions
were only intended to preavoke the peo-
ple to ecommit some overt act whereby
the lucnminﬁ administration might be
embarrassed.

Permit us to refer to our own cases,
President John Taylor,at the beginning
of this year, hearing of the persecution
to which our brethren were subjected
in Arizona, determined to visit that
11*4:;‘”:1.1:&1:: in cmil[pauy with a number of
the Elders. is object in going there
was to visit with and, as far as possi-
ble, comfort the Saints. Five of our
co-religionists had undergone a form
of trial, a travesty of justice, and three
of them had been sent, uader a sen-
tence of imprisonment of three and a
half years and $00 fine each, to what
may beirightly termed the American
Siberia, upwards of 2,000 miles distant
from their own homes—the House of

e —

Correction at Detroit. The other
two had Dbeen  sentenced | to
six Toonths' imprisonment and

: fine in the Territorial Peni-
tentiary at Yuma. Every member of
our Church was shocked at these out-
rageous proceedings. For, while a:l
were prepared to enduare the legal con-
sequences of the violation of the Ed-

- mnnds law, they were not prepared for

gach gross andyrannical pérversions of
the law a8 were luvolved in these sen-

peopile

whe have been citizens of the highest
tion
I

tences. No man who could by any
possibility be accused, any longer
dared fto submit his case to such
treatment. Many of them, therefore,
left their homes, to seek in a foreign
land that freedom from peérsecation
which was denied them in their own.
It was under these circumstances that
President Taylor, and the company of
Elders referred to, visited Arizona.
Upon his return, and while at San
Francisco, he received telegrams in-
forming him that it was unsafe for him
to come back to salt Lake City. Disre-

garding these, however, he did return
and publicly attended to his business
for some vime; in the meanwhile de-
livering a discourse to the-Saints inthe
Tabernacle. Seeing, however, how
determined certain Federal oflicials
here were to embarrass, arrest and
place under bonds every prominent
man, and being informed of threats
macde against his own liberty, he
deemed it wise, under the circum-
stances, to withdraw for awhile to at-
tend to his business in a more private
manner than he had been inthe habit
of doing in his public oifice. This he
has continued to do up to the present
writing, receiving and answering let-
ters, giving counsel and instruction,
and devoting himself assiduously to all
the duties of his calling, except in de-
livering public addresses from the
stand. Neither he, President Georve
Q. Cannon, nor President Joseph F.
Smith bave had ﬂn'{ official notitica-

or reliable information from
any officer of the court _ that
process of any Kkind had been issued
against them: at the same time their
residences, especially that of Brother
Joseph F. Smith, have been invaded
and searched, and the Marshal, his
deputies and their spotters and spies
have displayed a zeal to ascertain the
whereabouts of the First Presidency
that has led to the conclusion that they
wished  to get them into their power
and place them under arrest. And not
only this anxiety was manifested in
their cases, but President Woodruff
and several of the Twelve Apostles,
besides numbers of other leading men,
have beéen threatened' and sought for
with assiduity.

In England, upon one occasion, the
eloquent Lord Chatham said, in speak-
ing ug the rights of the subject, that a
man’s house was his castle: that
though it might be so poor that the
rains of heaven could penetrate it and
the winds beat through its crevices,
vet the Kingiﬂi England himself could
not cross its threshold without its
owner’s permission.

A recent illustration of the zeal of
these officials and their creatures has
come to light 1n the case of President
George Q. Cannon, who has just re-
turned from the East. The railreads
and highways have been swarmirg
with Deputy Marshals and their myr-
midons 1o intercept and arrest him,
We have yet to learn that it has become
necessary for honorable gentlemen in
America to reportthemselves to courts,
Marshals or any civil officer when they
leave home on business, or to ask for
passports or to have them vised.

The question has been asked us, how
long we intend to pursue this course,
Inanswer we say, that at no time dur-
ing our existence ha
from the investization of our conduct,
our utterances or of our lives by any
fair tribunal. We have lived under the
gaze of the public, and where eve
actand expression could be scrutinized.
We are as ready tu-day, as ever, to
submit our cases to a properly organ-
ized court and jury of our peers, to
decide upon. So confident are we of
our innocence of alleged wrong-doing
that we entertain ne fears of the
result of suech :a trial. We
age willing to meet [the issue at any
moment. We are fully conscious of
our innocence of all violation of the
laws of God or of Constitutional laws
enacted by man, Bat if there are laws
made to entrap us, because of our be-
lief in and practice of the revelations
which God has given to His Church,
which a court and jury shall decide
we have violated, we desire at least,
that it shall be upon what all the
world call good evidence and substan-
tial proof, and not upon religious pre-
judice, and through a determination to
convict and punish, evidence or no
evidence. We ought, at least, to have
the same rights that burglars, thieves
and murderers are aceorded under the
iﬂ.w. In that case, should conviction
ollow, we should submit to it as mar-
tyrs have submitted in every age when
(xod has had a people n{)uu the earth, |
as persecution inflicted upon us for
onr adherence to His laws.

Our faith and practioce for which we
are sought to be condemned and pun-
1shed, is the faith and ?rﬂﬂtiuu of the
best and holiest of God’s children, If
we dre sinpers in this respect, then
Abraham, who is distinguished by the
Lord himself as the friend of God, was
a sinner. If we are sinuers, then Jacob
and Moses and Eikanah, Solomon and
David, and a host of others too pu-
merous to mention, were also sinners.
l.venJesus himself,the Betng whom we
adore as our Redeemer and the Author
of our salvation, called the Eternal
Father whom He worshipped, and
whom we are commanded to worship,
the God of Abraham, I[saac and Ja-
cob, showing that the God of heaven
himself attached no condemnation to
these men for their practice of patri-
archal marriage; but in many instan-
ces commanded it, provided laws for
its arrangement, and called those who
ractised it His friends and mea after

is own heart. And, what is still more
worthy-of remnark,thatio'choosing a lin-
cage from which His beloved Son Jesus
should descend, He chose 4, lineage

i

distinguished in the earth anjoid all
natiens, a8 pelygamie, The moEf res

ve we ever shrunk |

the degradation and

woman and the sprea
terrible scourge known to huamanity,
the social evil, with its attendant train | Sharp. Heber
our | Orson F. Whitney, John
knowledge of God’s laws we never can | ¥'. Wells, Chas. 0. Card
adopt such a systemandcall it civiliza-
tion, - And we again tvake' this op
tunity
Saints against thosd  murderons and

of

nowned ancestors of the Savior of the
world, and to whom He most fre-|
quently alluded,were polygamists. Can
therefore our belief in and practice
of this syvstem of marriage be as wrong
as our opponents would have itappear?
When this noble array of God’s favor-
ite children are remembered, and
when, in addition, we call to mind the
fact that-the Bible itself, which bhas’
iven to the Christian world all
the knowledge it has (of God and
wodliness, has principally, under
God, polygamists as 1ts authors.

‘It is averred by some of our
enemies that this is not religion. This
is not the view, however, of the mem-
bers of the Utah Commission, for they

have said:

‘“This article of faith is as much an
essential and substantial part of their
creed as their belief in baptism, re-
pentance for the*forgiveness of sins,
and the like,”’ And again: “*All ortho-
dox Mormons believe polygamy to be
right, and that 1t is an essential part of
their creed.”

It has also. been alleged in Congress,
by those who take pleasure indenounc-
ing our system of marriage, that the
English government in India has put
down the Suttee, and that; therefore,
the United States ought to put down
glurﬂ.l marriage. If those venerable

solons had made themselves a little
more acquainted with the action of the
Imperial Government of Great Britain,
they would bave found that, while that
government put down widow burning,
it protects by law, in all their rights
privileges and franchises, 180,000,000 o
polygamists and places them on an
equal footing with others. .
he Lord has revealed to us by His
special revelations, as clearly and pos-
itively as he everdid to any of the an-
cient Prophets, certain principles as-
sociated with the eternity of the mar-

mands ?erta.iuing thereto and made
them obligatory upon us to carry out.
He has macde manifest t> us those great
and eternal principles which bind wo-
man to man and man to woman, child-
ren to parents and parents to children,
and has called upon us in the most
emphatic and pointed manner to obey
them. These glorious principles in-
volve our dearest interests and asso-
ciations in time and throughout the
eternities that are to come. We are
told that this is His everlasting coven-
ant, and that it has existed from etern-
ity ; and, furthermore, that all coven-
ants that relate only to time shall be
dissolved at death and be . no
longer binding upon the human
fainily. He has, moreover told us that
if we ddo not obe% those principles we
shall be damped. Believing these
principles to be of God and from God
we have entered into eternal covenants
with our wives under the most solemn
promises and in the most sacred man-
ner. Among the rights guaranteed to
us in the Constitution of the United
States is not only that **Congress shall
make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion or prohibiting the free
exercise thereot,’”” but that no State
shall enact any ‘‘law impairing the ob-
ligation of contracts.” Ours are con-
tracts of a most sacred character and
of such vital importance for time and
eternity that all worldly obligations
and contracts sink into insigniticance
in comparison with them. Among
many of the professors of modern
Christianity this is looked upon as an
error, and without inspiration or reve-
lation on this subject, all the idea that
is ever presented associated with the
marital relations, is that they enter
into these contracts ‘“‘unutil death do
them part.”” The beauties, the glories
and perpetuity of those domestic ties, |
those endearing associations which
cluster arouad the family organization,
Berish whenever the grim messenger
eath approaches. It is now made a
crime by uninspired men to possess
those hopes and practice those prin-
ciples. which the most yirtuous, up-
right, holy and eminent men of God
have esteemed as treasures beyond
price. Under an infatuated, mistaken
an<l suicidal policy they seek to blast
those hopes which are a solace to the
life of the believer in the revelations of
God, and to sever those connubiul ties
which bud in time and will blossom
and bear fruit in the Celestial Kingdom
of our God in the eternities to come,
The Christianity of to-day cannot
offer us anything of an eternal charac-
ter to compensate us for the abandon-
ment of the truth which 18 demanded

lof us. The fact is, mankind, in their

endeavor to correct God’s system of
marriage, have adopted a system
which is entirely inadequate to save
man from the dreadful evils by which
he is surrounded. While there are
thousands afid millions of honorablie,
upright men in the world, who have
devoted their entire lives to the pro-
motion of moraljty and virtue, and the
extirpation of every sinful practice,
the evils against which they battled,
have steadily increased around them. |
The system which they tanght was not
God’s system; it did not, therefore,
meet man’s wants. Those channels

He basendowel man, under the sys-

tem now in vogue, have been dammed
up, and the history
forms us with what terrible results— | named persons were nominated by the

rostitution of | President of the Conference to com-

ot Christendom in-
of the most

loathsome horrors. With

of warning the Latter=day

damning pragticed of fweticide and
infanticld E irﬁg }'n

8; 19 i u¢e which in eur

riage covenant, has given definite com-;

Wm. W. Cluff. Willard
por-| W. Shurtliff, Oliver G. Snow, Thomas

r. Webber, Franklin 8. Richards,
imuel M- Thurman, Joel Grover, Rees
ey, B. H. Roberts, Joseph

|
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midst attempts have been' made. These
practices are also the horrible fruits
of a man-made system of marriage,and
so terrible have they become that many
of the leading thinkers of the Kast,
have told their people, and brought
statistics to prove, that unless these
crimes are ﬁtuppe&, it will only be a
short time until the primitive,Puritanic
stock will become extinct andforeign-
ers take their place, their lands, their
houses and their homes. These fiend-
ish practices are becoming s0 common
that one of the most reliable histori-
ans positively asserts that **millions
do them, because they ' think they can-
not afford to raise children’

As the male members of our Church
who ‘}Jrﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂﬂ plural marriage are esti-
mated as not exceeding but little, if
any, two per cent of the entire mem-
bership of the Church, we consider it
an act of great injustice to the ninety-
eight per cent. to be abused and out-
raged and have all their business rela-
tions dmnurbﬂg values of everykiad un-
settled, neig l)nrhund_a agitated and
alﬂ.rmea, and the property ot the people
generally jeopardized, because of this
“raid” upon these alleged breakers of
the law.

The statement of how small a portion
of the males is engaged in this prac-
tice, exhibits in the clearest light how
destitute of foundation are the charges
made against us respecting this insti-
tution threatening the monogamic form
of marriage, claimed to be the feature
of the present civilization.

Need we ask you, Latter-day Saints,
here assembled: Do the livesand con-
duct of our present would-be reform-
ers afford you examples that you would
choose to adopt, or have yourchildren
follow? Again, need we ask you: Who
have been the '[nt.roducera of drinking
saloons, gambling dens and brothels
into our towns and cities? or who have
been their patrons and jthe aiders and
promoters of every form of licentious-
ness, which, when we came to these
mountains, we hoped to have left for-
ever behind us? e call upon you to
guard and protect yourselyes and fam-
ihes against their corrupt and insidious
influences. Their.ways are the ways of
death, and their paths lead down to
destruction. We exhort you, therefore,
to preserve your bodies and spirits
pure, to protect the virtune and houor of
your wives and daughters, to live your
religion, to deal honestly and honor-
ablfnmth-all men, and te maintain in-
violate those glqﬂnus principles which
have been revealed unto’ you. And,
furthermore, do not permitany of these
abuses with which we have to ¢ope, to
tempt you to retaliate in kind, or to
violate any Constitutional law of the
land. You will remember that Joseph
Smith has said that thatisacred instru-
ment was given by inspiration of God,
and it becomes our bounden duty to
sustain it in all its provisions. And
while men may in their blind zéal seek
to oppress us and bring us into bon-
dage, we must not be provoked todo as
they do; but to maintain the rights,
immuniﬁea, and seek for the happiness
and well-being, as well a8 to maintain
the freedom of all men of every name,
color and ereed.

In conelusion, we solemnly testify to
the Latter-day Saints and to the world,
as we have done so often in the past
that God has established His Zion, an
His work will roll forth, and that all
those who fight against it will perish.
You have seen this fulfllled to the let-
ter in the past,

We pray God, the Eternal Father, to
bless you in your families,in your flelds,
and flocks and herds, and in” your bus-
inéss and in all your righteous under-
takings, and to preserve you from the
hands of all your enemies. and to even-
tually savé and exalt you in His Celes-
tial Kingdom, in the name of Jesus
{ihrist, our Savior and Redeemer.

men., o

Your Brethren,

. ; JOHN TAYLOR,
GEORGE Q. CANNON,

irst Presidency of the Church of
esus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

..A[te; the reading of the foregoing
Epistle, Apostle Heber J. Grant offered
the following resolution:

‘*In view 'of the statement in the
epistie that we  have heard
read, that the proportion 'of the
male mewmbers of our Cluarch who are
living in the pracvice of plural mar-
riage is but little, if any, more than
two per cent of the entire membership
of the church, and the injustice done
to the great majority of this commu-
nity by the action ofthe Federal officials,
I move that a committee be ap-
pointed by this Conference to draft
a series of resolutions, and a protest

to the President of the United States,

and to the nation, in which the wrongs
the people of this Territory have sui-
fered and are still suffering; from the
tyrannical conduct of Federal officials
shall be set forth specifically and in
detail, and asking in respectful lan-
guage for the same treatment to which
other citizens of the United States are

which Grod has provided for the lawful | entitled,...nd report the same to a mass
exercise of the appetites with which | meeting which ' shall be hereatter

called.”
The resolution was

nuanimous-
ly adopted, and the

following

se the committee: John T. Caine,
m. Jennings, Feramorz Little, James

.}.Grant,JuhnW. aylor,
Q. Cannon, J.
Abram Hatch,
. Smith, Lewis
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