
THE DESERET
a rational and enterprisingefterperter ing popula-
tion would still be able amply to
verify this

three hours ride over the plain
from jericho or rather I1 lerer riahbiah
takes us to the barren shore of the
dead sea on our road we see to
the right a chapel I1 built over the
sspotot where moses was buried al-
thoughtrough he was dead before the peo-
ple entered canaan and notwith-
standing the fact that nobody knew
where he was buried but here in
the holy land one must not be as-
tonishedtonished at anything on the left
we passed the place where john the
baptist used to live

As soon as we reached the sea we
jumped off our donkeys and after
the necessary prepreparationsorations plunged
into the water itt was a beautiful
day the sun showered upon
us his brightest smiles and
the bath was truly refreshing

from my early school days I1 had
gotot the impression that the dead
1seaea was a kind of ghostly sheet of
water giving the impression of a
corpse this idea is altogether
wrong viewed on a clear sunnybunny
day it presents to the eye a truly
beautiful landscape the water has
a deep blue color the surrounding
mountains lift their heads majestic-
ally towards the sky and the con-
trast is very striking were the
shores enlivened with human dwel-
lings and the waves ploughedsloughedhed by
neat crafts one could hardly desire
a better motive for landscape paint-
ing As it is perfect stillness pre-
vails one feels as though he were
alone in a neglected corner of gods
vast house but the magnificent
scenery is there

the dead sea is 75 kilometreskilometres
long and 15 wide covering an area
of square kilometreskilometres it lies
metres under the surface of the
mediterranean and its greatest
depth is metres it has no out-
let whatever the great volume of
water with which it is constantly
supplied through the riverbiver jordan
must consequently evaporate this
it does the hot dry air drinks it
all even perceptibly diminishing

as has been recently dWdiscovered
the quantity of the water in the
sea

the water in this sea contains 25
per cent of mineral stuff
gium chlor magnesium
clum etc it tois clear that non known
species of animals can live in it
but the shores are very verdalverdant
wherever the water from the river
or the springs can exercise their in-
fluencefl bence at the time otof abraham
and lot the whole region was as a
garden as the land of egypt
and with the blessings of god it is
still capable of great things

from the shore of so remarkable
a sea we hasten to view the swelling
waves of jordan we camp a
moment at Jordanford alelel helu 11

here so says tradition is the place
where john the baptist baptized the
thousands who confessed their sins
here jesus was baptized here st
christopher carriedcarrie jesus across the
water if roman tradition knows
anything about it here the thou-
sands of pilgrims who come to jeru-
salem to worship generally flushbush
their pilgrimage with a bath and

they usually take some water home
with them in which to baptize in-
fants or forfer other religious purposes
the shores here are high and
muddy the current is rapid and
nothing looked as if a bath here
would be a pleasant thing the
water itself was of a muddy yellow
color

from jerusalem to bethlehem
there is a very good road and a trav-
eler can therefore in a wagon make
a trip to that city and return the
same day

bethlehem was for a long time
a small place the least the
princes of judah micah v 1 but
it soon became renowned on account
of the great men who here first saw
the light of day david was from
bethlehem and in the mountain
hillsbills surrounding it he as a shep-
herd performed his first act of hero-
ism from bethlehem were also
joab abisai and ashael the great
generals of davids army and here
our blessed lord was bornbom while
the heavenly hosts announced the
fact with songs of praise whose
echoes reached even mortal ears in
the stillness of night ReliB boam for-
tified the city but it was taken by
the armies of and
with the rest of the cities of judah
demolished

after the destruction of jerusalem
by titus several jews still lived in
this city but the emperor adrian
drove them away many battles
have after this time been fought
here and the history of the last one
belongs probably yet to the future

the city is situated metres
above the sea on two hills it is
surrounded by verdant fields and
gardens and has increased in size
considerably of late years ILsEs in-
habitants are now estimated at
in number most of whom are
catholics only a few are mabom
madans and still fewer protestants
theirtheft chief sources of living are
agriculture horticulture and manu-
facture of ecrucifixescruci fixes locketsdocketslock ets rosaries
and other trinkets necessary to the
happihappinessnesa of ladies of the catholic
persuasion peddlers from bethle-
hem now travel all over the world
with these tritriflesfies and seem to do a
profitable business

the most remarkable building in
bethlehem is the church of mary
st marlamaria a the church

is built over a cave which accord-
ing to tradition is the one in which
jesus was born the entrance is
an old plain portal filled up with
rocks and mortar so that a very nar-
row openingbening only is left this has
been done in order to prevent the

from using the
building as a stable the inside of
the church is well worth seeing it
still shows remnants of past loryglory
and one must regret a vandalism
that has spoiled the beautiful works
of art that once ornamented this
edifice

having viewed the various altars
pictures and statues of the church
we take a candle and follow our
guideide down into the cave wherethchristrist was bornbom the walls are
here covered with marble and fif-
teen silver lamps throw a mmagi-
cal

agi
light in the little chchapelapel

A star of silver surrounded

by the following inscription indi-
cates the spot hie de argeiw
mariaafatia jejesus8 christus nata est 1 9

here jesus christ was bornbom of thetb
virgin mary in another place wwe
are shown a marble crib and in yet
another we see the very spot where
the astronomers of the orient wor
shipped the newbornnew born king of the
jews we are also shown a hlein
the ground a well being the one in
which fell the star which guided
the three astronomers to bethlehem
whether the star is still in the well
or whether it proceeded further
down is not known we likewisekewisli
visit the grave of saint hieHierhieronim
who spent twenty years in palestine
and who is the author of the latin
bible translation known under the
name of vulgate this bible is
remarkable in several respects it
is the first book ever printed and
notwithstanding its errors it has
gradually gained the reputation of an
inspired work that is in the catho-
lic church itsite text is made up
partly from the so called old italic
but is mostly a direct translation
from the hebrew it genergenerallyaliv fol-
lows the septuagint even where this
differs from the hebrew the
psalms were made uup from OriorigengenS

and is8 called the
Galli canum this

patchwork revised by later scholars
among whom are alcuin and lang
franc is the inspired bible of the
greatreat infallible church of the world
weavenheaven preserve us from such in-
fallibility

such were my thoughts when 1

stood on the spot where I1 was told
the venerable man rested who bad
conceived the idea of translating
the scriptures into the latin ton

but we have one more place to
see before leaving bethlehem Wvve

are taken to a cave called the
cave of our dear lady this Is

one in the rock mined cavity here
the virgin once nursed her child
A few drops of her sacred 1 wilk
fell on the ground hence if thetb
ladies take some of the limestone on
the ground and dissolve it in water
and drink the water they areare for
ever free from the necessity of using
nursing bottles for their little ones

that a blessing whether the
stone is calabre of producing bene-
ficial results among the cows alsoals
did not appear from the statement of01

our innocent guide but as I1 boughtbough
a few specimens of the stone I1 may
for the further enlightenment of the
world experiment with it in tlthe10

corral as soon as I1 return home to

utah until then the many readers
of this sketch who are now anxious
ly waiting to see my specimen I1will have to control themselves
can do no better

having seen these wonderswonder wew

naturally enter the shops where
curiosities are soldsola we here afoar

surrounded by all sorts of objects
paperr nivesknives penholderspenholders brobroochesbrioche
beadss locketsdocketslock ets rosaries crucifix

candlesticks tugumblinalel
ofetc some are of wood some 01

bone some of rock some of oyster

shell and all are sacred from tnthe
fact that they have been made III

sacred spot J M
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