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Bunday Moraing, May 6th, 1883,

JREPURTED BY JOHN IEVINE,:

I fedl greatly plensed at the opportu-
nity of meeting once more with the
Baints in Conference fh this place,
It is neatly two yeats since I have
had this privilege, during which
time many imyportant events have

demn the sectarlan world—all of us.
who have gone forth to preach the
everlasting Gospel—for not obeying
God’s word given 1300 years ago,
and have said that in conrequence
of this the gifts and graces and the
hlessings of the Gospel have been
withheld from them. We have
thus reasoned, we have thus pro-
claimed to the pecple and eaid to

transpired, There is one thing,
however, connected with the work
of God which is very,gratifying, that
notwithstanding the perils through
which we have passed, though our
Moerties have been menaced, and
the perpetuity of the institutions of
the kingdom of (God have to human
appearances been endangered, we
ail! meet together thia day in this
Tabernacle unembarraseed from the
efforis of cur enemies and free to
wokship our (God according to the
dictates of our owa consgiences,
This land to which God led us and
in which He has planted usl’is
stili a’land of libarty to us and to all
those who are of our faith. To me
this is & cause of profound thankful-
nesg, for it is &n evidence that God
nas not forgotten us, that the pro-
mises which he has made are still
kept in remembrance by Him, and
that a3 n people we have been living
0 a8 to receive the fulfijment ot
thoze promiges and the benefits
which flow froma them, And there
is no doubt in my mind that if the
Latter-day SBaints will still continne
to do ns fhey have done, will be
fatthrul toGed, and to the covenants
we¢ have made with Him, and will
persevere in the path which He has
marksd out and which we have
commenced to tread, that we shall
still be preserved, that we shall atill
have our liverty, that our enemies
will not have power to disturbor in-
terrupt us to any extent, or to bring
down upon us those evils which
they have sought after so diligently.

I beiteve that the testlmony of the
servants of God concerning the con-
dition of the Baints in this Stake
and in other Btakes is true, and that
as a people the Latler-day Baints
are gtriving to llve nearer unto thelr’
God and to put in practice more per-
gct.!y those holy principles which

o has revealed unto us, I believe
there is more diligence being mani-
ferted in vhe various Wards and
throughout the warious Siakes than
has been manifesbed in the past, I
belisve that there I3 a higher stand-
ard of life heing sought siter by the
Latter-day Saints, I believe that
the Priesihood themeelves are Beak-
ing more diligently to carry ont the
couneels which God has given and

to set examples bnte the people|di

that they ghall imitate, and I
know that the Bplrit of God rests
down unpon His servants to make
them more rigid In the enforcement
of the laws that God hkas revealed
unto a8 concerning the government
of His church, so that there may be
mote purity, a highe: standard of
purity eniorced and maintained
among us tban has been in the past.
We have had from the beginning
of this work revelations given to ua
concerning the lives that we shonld
lead. We consider the Christian
world who have this Bible as their
guide] very delinquent cause
they do not live np to the commang-
ments which are herein contained,
becanse they come ahort of oreying
the regnirements that God has made
throngh the Gospel as contained in
the Bible, the Old and New Testa-
ment. Bunt Iofien think of our own
condition. We htsive in this book,
the Book of Dootrlne and Coven-
ante, whieh is theword of God to
ns, & perfect jaw, MHere are con-
talned the requirements, here sre
conteined the ordinances that God
requires this people, called Latter-
day Salnts, to obey. Now, let me
ask yos, brethren of the Priesthood,
let me ask you, brethren and sisters
of the Church, how many of us
who &re here to-day live in ac-
cordance  with the  reguire-
ments of God’s word a: contained
in these reveletions? I can trmth-
fully say that as a people we donot
live up to the requirements that
God has made of us, I can truth-
fully eay thal 8y 8 people wa do not
obey" God's commands to us—the
revslations which are contalned in
this bogk, and which we receive as
_the word pf God, not to a past gene:
ravon, notto .8 people wholived
800 yenmre ako; but the word of God
78 ur who live now and who om-

them that the cause of the ab-
sence of the gifts, the canse of the
disappearance of the power, the
canse of there being no faith in the
land smong the children of men to
recelve the blecsingz and the gifts
of God, was to be found in the fact
that they had not obeyed the com-
mandments of God as revesled to-
them, or as revealed to the anclents
rather, in the New Testament by
the Son of Qod. Yet, I believe, not-
withstanding what [ now pay res-

g us, that there is a growing
disposition among the people—I can
faeﬁt myeelf among the Priesthood,
and I believe it extends to the
whola body of the Church—a grow-
Ing disposition to obey the word of
of God as It ia given to us in its
plainness, in ite simplleity and in
its fullness, and becausa of this
growing dispoeition God, having
mercy upon us in our weskneess andin
our infirmities, blesses upas He does,
and He saves us from our enemfes,
But you can readily perceive, if yon
will reflest a few moments, how
much the power of this Charch
wonld be increased in the land and
before the heavens if the Latter-
day Samts were all io obey the
word of God as it is given to us in
His Iatter-day revelatione. You
can readlly perceive how united and
strong & people we would be, and
how much the heavens would be
moved in our betalf, the power that
would be evcked and that would be
brought down to aid ns and to de-
Hver ms if we enly lived in atrigt
conformity to the words of God as
they are contained in this bock (the
Book of :Doctrine and Covenants).
Each man and each woman can in-
terrogate hiroself and herself upon
this point. Each man can aek him-
self in the light of the Holy Ghost
how near he comes to falflilling all
the requiretnents which ate here
made, or how far he is from mriving
at that perfection which these revel-
ations demsnd, and esch woman
can do the sume, and we can in this
mirror of divige truth look at oup-
selves in oar true light and sze our
reflectlon by the Spirit of God
as it i» revealed umto us in these

revelations.

For one I know that Iam far, in-
vidusliy, from coming up to this
perfecunn, TYet it has been the
Iabor of my life to ba a Latter-day
Baint. It has been the strongesi
wish of my heart all my days to be
a Latter-day Saint, to be a perfect
man if 1 could be pefore the Lord.
Yet when I rend these revelaflons;
when’ I sce the requirements which
God has moade of usas a people, I
bow myseelf before the Lord and
confess in His presence that I am
far from being that which I shonld
be, and it may be said that the pame
is the case with the Charch.

Now God designs that we shall be
just such_a people in every respect
a8 these teveistions describe, God
did not give us theen revelationa in
valn, they were not spcken idiy,
they Swere not glven through the
prophet of God withont a purpoie.
There was n design on the part
of God in giving  them,
and when ¥you come even tgthe
very weakeal, it may be said, of the
revelaiions, or "that which is the
least obligatory upon us, that which
was given merely ns a word of
coutitej—the Word of Wisdom I re
fer to—we can Judge of the rest by
the manner in which that is gbserv-
ed among us asa people—a matler
which pertains to otr bodily life and
health,aud which 1s 5o simple that
the weakes§ can receive and oley it.
There will be a people raised up, It
we willnot ke that people—there
will yet be a people raiced np whose
livea will embody in perfection the
revelations contained in this book,
who will live as the doctrines here
taught requirs, a3 the laws here re-

vealed show unto wus, and they will
be raised up, too, in this generatton,
and such a' peuplé will have to be
raieed up before Ziofl can be fully
Tredeeined, snd peforé tha work of
our God can be fully Batebiished %
ke sazth,  En tlis Reok, aa ! kg

‘nessed anywhere else on the fuce of
:the earth, You msay travel from one
end of the "Jand to the other; you
may travel from the egastor to the
‘poler, and In no Jand and among no
people will you find such an organ-
iration a3 that which we have-in
this land, or rather that which be-
longa to this Church. Andit is doe
to the fact,that God gave command-
ments through His eervant Jozeph
Smfth by which we have been or-

ganized apon B principle
and a platform that 1s en.
perior  to anything known

among men., There §s nothing o
equal f§, This Church in jta organ-
igation 12 adapted 1o & branch, to a
small handfol of people. It was
well adapted to the condition of the
gix persons who composed the
Church on the 6th day of Apri},1830.
it is a8 well adapted fo the condition
of the Saints to-day, covering hun
dreds of mties of territory, as 1t was
g the sfx p.rions who composed the
harch at that time. It will be ag
well adapted to the government and
orgenizstion of the peopla when the
Churceh of Christ shall extend ftself
throughout the earth and when the
whole people will become the people
of God, when every knee ghall bow
and every tongue ¢onfesa that Jesns
is the Christ—fust as weli adapted
then as it ts now. God organized it;
God has preg:nd the way for it; and
when Zion organized properly it
will be found to be as admirably
adapted to the wants of the children
of men as the organization of the
Church l2 to-day to the wants of the
people.There wiil be nothing lacking
In every particular it will be found
adequate to ihe wanta of humantty.
The evils under which mankind
groan to day are attributable to the
falre organization of society. The
evlle onder which we groan as a
people and from which we soffer are

Now, my view of the Goapel ie
that when it is obeyed by mankind
the power of the devil will ceass.
That is my view respecting a part
of the power that will be brought to
bear to bind Batan. B8atan wiil be
bound becsuse he will not have
pawer over the hearts of the child-
ren of men. Why? One reason will
be becanee they will have obeyed
the more perfect law which will
have relieved them from his power.
Youn take the majority of the Flders
of thie Church, who are faithful to
the Gospelof Jetns Chiiat, and Satan
has but }itle or no power to tempt
them to commi{ adultery,to commit
sin with their neighbor’s wife or
with the opposite 2ex; they are to a
great extent relieved trom that, and
g0 far asa “that e¢rime is concerned
SBaten has but little power to tempty
them, betalise they have obeyed a
more perfect law. In the Goapel of
the Lord Jetus Chriet as God bas re.

vealed ft unto ce, there are laws 50
perfect that when this people e¢ailed
Latter-day Baints shali obey them
they will be so far lifted up above
the power of Batan ikat he will have
but little power to tempt them. But

we never ehall be emancipated from
the prwer of Satan uutil we do obey
these laws of God. An obedience
thereto will brlng emancipation to
us and to every human being on the
face of the earth, and 1t j» upon no
other principle that emancipation
can be brought. It will not be as

many suppose by our being with-
drawn, without volition on our part,
from tiua influences of Satanj bat ic
will be by our obedience to the Jaws
of (Qod, by our conforming %o the
requirements;which He makes of us,
by our putting into practice all those
higher lawa which God has reveated,
=nd which He designe we shall prac-
tice. Any sonl that is waiting for
some outward deliverence, waiting

not doe to any Jack of knowledge as
tbe method or the means that will
correct Lhese evils, bu: they are due
to the fact that we ourselves fail to
conform to the orgamization which
God has prescribed, which God has

revealed.

I wish we could all nnderstand
thie; but it is true, it i= as true as
God lives, that the (ozpel of Jesns
Churist is admirably adapted, in fact,
perfectly adapted to save man from
every evil under which he groans
eo-day, Whbhat has 1t done for us?
Why, a8 far as it has gone it has
saved ns; it haseaved ue from every
evil to far as we have gone. And
48 for adultery, to which allusion
bas been made, and foranication,
there ate no people on the face of
the earth that will be damned with
a greater dammnation for that ein
than we, if we be gallty of it. Why?
Becanse there j3 Do necessity
for it. The necespity that men may
plead s an extenuation for their
practices with the opporite sex in
the world ceases to exist in the
midst of the Latter-day Baints,
What neceszity has any man to
meddle with any woman that does
not belong to kim? Im other lands
tbe laws mnke men adulterers in
many instances. That isa & hard
saylng, but it isa troe one,
ate driven by their }mssiom, very
frequently, becauee of nnju:t Jawe,
to commit erige: that tneir sculs
revolt at. But iz it so with ve? No.
God has given npia w3 & more per-
fect law. He has coramanded us to
marry, all that can marry; and
there 13 n0 man amohg ua that can
plead that which others msy in =&
different state of soclety; noc man
can do that among us; and therefore
I say.thai those men and womeM
among us whocommlt adultery and
fornication will be damned with a
deeper dambpatfon thsn any other
people, Lecanse there i no pecessity
for it.  If & man wants a wife Le
can get ope among the Lalter day
Baints. YOu organize soclety aright
a3 God contemplated in theece reve-
Iations, and those evils under which
we now groan—this dishonesty and
this dispeeition to take advantage of
each bther—will be done away with,
God has devieed a8 plan and hes re-
vealdd it, that in its operations wili
Telieve Inankind from tbose evils
an the commission of those sine to
which they are now subject. Whsp
we are orgahigsd prop:riy thelt will
cears amony us, for tbe temptation
to sleal wil! be removed, Organlige
ns praperly Wnd the tempis:fon o
(ke 8Uvaut: gb of cur poighbby wili
rehsy; tepaiiee Share il Pe 09 pro,

Men | [

for some time to come when by some
extraneons means, and independent
of our action and the exercise of our
agency, deliverance will be brought,
he will wait In vain, 1 am afraid

Not that I would cunvey the idea
that Goc Is not going to help na,that
God isnot going to do it by His
pawer; I would not convey any such
iflea, because I know and yon koow
that withont God’s help ali oor ef-

forts are powerless, and it Is vain to

seek to do anything in aud of our-

selves; we cannot do jt. Human
natare is too falliable to do anything
of this kind; but we must exercise
the powers God has given to ms by
obeying his law, by conforming to
His requirements. In this way we

wili we emancipated through
the blessing aund aid of God
upon ue, and In this way

the earth will be redeemed from the
power of Salan. The more people
obey the Jaws of God, as God has re-
vealed them, and a8 they are em-
bodied in theGospel of Jesus Chriet,
the nearer they spproach mnte God,
the more they become iike Him,
the more power they get over them-
selves and over the adversary. If
there conld be & man or & community
found who lived in strict obedience
to all the Jawe taught in this bosk
Doctrine and Covenan te] you wonld
find almoet a perfeet people, yon
would find a people in the condition
of the people of Enoch—that ig,
they would be approximating to
that perfection which he and his
city obtained snd which caueed
them to ke transelated.

When God revealed the Gorpel
He designed thet we shonld obey
these iawz. He taught us in the
first place that 16 wWaa pe essary to
bave faith In Jesus Christ, then to
be baptized for the remission of sins,
then to have hands laid opon us fur
the' reception of the Holy Ghost
Then i he people that wWere ecattered
were tought to gather wnt from the
nations of the earth. Ervery law
that they cbeyed brought salvation.
Every time they bowed in obedlence
to the requirxments of God they
preaght, by thelr obedlence, salva-
tion to themseives and to thelr
familles ro far as their families con-
formed to the requireraents, When
they got to Zion, if the¥ obeyed the
law of tithing, it brough! azlvation,
And g0 wi.h every other !aw that
God has tanght In the revélstions
that has been given unto e, apd
1be men, as I have aaid, who Nhave
the most faithfolly complied aMth
thoaeé hqultb:liﬁms ba:e enhl;i‘;!

ted themealves, ravgby. phck
Herviug of God; 1He meat th?u_n;’r

(] !
and who would hold thage’

and their property subjeg g, ol
law, I ehould look upo::jtlmulu:.'l"i
more in advance and gy :"
er (o that perfection o
God desigons to briog M‘i
Zton smong the Latterdy g
It should be the aim of erend
and every woman in this Chue
thus conform to the law ang
will or God, bhecause by 0k
they bring salvation to theg
and to their children, spg Ty
pergevere in doing eo, Godwiy
them in their eflcrte, ang hery
eventualiy be brought toli ¢
Him snd to dwell in His
angd to rec-ive 1he exuilaigd
¢lory that He has fu storaf
Now, 1 have obeyed those lin
far, Lecatse I Buuw they hay
eft.ots. I ouey Lhe __\_N?m d
dom—or try toobey. it-"tem
Enow it brings & blessing. 4
Like manner I obey the ordi
bnﬁtrsm; m jike moanner 1 eq;‘
to have nzud {atd vwpon mefy
receplion of the Holy Ghuly
manner [ pay my Gtulsgl
manber [ _have gone on g
an« dope that which God

vd of me, becsuse in exel

act of this sind I knew .
tended to bring ealvatiafyer
wounld be obedlent. And

the do-trine of patriarchalie,
upon the same “principle, b .
Enew that it was & princighs
vation and of exaltadon, ands
[ wonld te exalted iu the g

of God I must obey the laz.!

will be with other Jaws
yet in the fotule and whig
will reveal to ua as we growing
and in the Enowledge uf :h:}
Ha will colntinue to give revw
upon revelation, preceft u
cept, and He will reveal p::‘
mure light and more knowledge
ElVe Unlo us more power and o
of the gifts and graces of thel
pel 88 wo become more perle
keeping the lawe He has aln
revealed.

It has been said—and [ thin
who have had auy experienck
that it i troe—ibat in (sl
where the Word ol Wi
obeyed therais greaterfaithe
ministering the the e/
the house of God unj p:
are sick, We haven,
Liake City who, I
account vl the num
werea weick in  his !
he brought a piatement %!
Prestdent’s office to the efid
in the families where {he
Wlsdom was strictly obsersed®
deaths had occcurred than i
lies where the Word of W
not obeerved. Diphtheria
other diseaze was raging
time in the city, and mbis
particular, and his mind wat
to this matter, and ufter mi
guiries he Eati-fled him
there were more cases of hei
restorations to health thy
adminjstrations of the Elder
laying on of hands in fami
the Word of YWisdom was
than in families where It %
lected, and that deaths W&
frequent in the latter. ~

[ President Taylor: Thes
none died in the familles Wi
Word of Wisgom wascheet

President Taylor says i
none ¢tied in the families ¥
Word of Wisdom was obx
it not oatural that this
the cate? Have we nol
proclaimed tothe world (
tarians do not have {
graces of the goepel bed
not keep the word of
not keep the comu
Goa? Has not this
mony to the nalions of
Yes, ail of ua who hay
to proclaim the word
testitlad fime and time &
not that rale apply to usati
Certainly it will, The®®
obey the laws of God ms!‘F:
and the women who dosier)
greatest faith, and God".h'
them In proportion (o ."?w'
He will bless thaijr /amile
ing {6 thelr faith; the E‘"
2prit will be manifesed 4
tbelr behaif than upol 'ha,
deltberately viclate of BE =y
concernine the wordof 605,
is certainly trge. B,"'f,i"("'w"
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