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I1 feelfedl greatly pleased at the op
anity of meeting onceoneo more wjwithth the
saints in conference inih this place
it la nearly two years since I1 have
had this privilege during which
umetime many important events have
transpired there is one thing
however connected with the work
of god which Is that
notwithstanding the perils through
which we have passed though our
liberties have been menaced and
the perpetuity of the institutions of
the kingdom of god have to human
appearances been endangered we
bullbuli meet together this day in this
tabernacle unembarrassed from the
efforts of our enemies and free to
worship our god according to the
dictates of our own consciences
this land to which god led us and
in which he has planted
still alahna land of liberty to us and egilto allali
those who are of our faith totomeme
this Is sP cause of profound thankful
ness for it is an evidence that god
has not forgotten us that the pro
raises which he has made are still
kept in remembrance by him and
that as a people wowe have been living
EO as to receive the fulfillmentfulfilment of0
thoothoe promises and the benefits
which nowflow from them and there
Is no doubt in my mind that if the
latter day saints will still continue
to do as they have done will be
faithful togod and to the covenants
wetre have made with him and will
persevere in the path which he has
marked outcub and which we have
commenced to treadtrend that we shall
baill be preserved that ve shall still
have our liberty that our enemies
will nolnot have power to disturb or in-
terrupt us to any extent or to bring
down upon us those evils which
they have sought after so diligently

1 I believe that the testimony of the
servants of god concerning the con

of the saints in this stake
and anotherin otherothen stakes is true and that
as a people the latter day saints
are striving to livelye nearer unto their
god and to put in practice more per
factly those holy principles which
heyle hashwa roveloverevealedaledalea unto usua I1 believe
there is more diligence being mani-
fested in luetwe various wards and
throughout the various stakes than
has been manifested in the past I1
believe that there is a hhighergheri stand-
ard of life being asoughtought nimralter bybv the
latter day saints I1 bellevebellevbelievllev that
the priesthood themselves arerete seek-
ing

book-
ing more diligently to carry out ththa
counsels which god hashns given and
totheetset examples unto the people
that they shall imitate and I1
know that thetho spirit of god rests
down upon his servants to make
them more rigid in the enforcement
of the lawalaws that god has revealed
unto us concerning the government
0off his church so that there may be
moremote Ppurity a higher standard olof
purity enforced and maintained
among us than has been in the past

we have had from the beginning
of this work revelations given to us
concerning the lives that we should
lead we consider the christianchriatian
world who have this biblobible asaa their
guide very delinquent because
they do not live up to the command-
ments which are herein contained
because they come shortabort of obeying
tthea requirements that god has made
through the gospel as contained in
ttheie bidlebidie thio old and newnow testa-
ment but I1ottenlotten think of our own
condition we have in this book
the book of doctrine and coven-
ants which is the word of god to
us a perfect lawjaw here are con-
tainedbained the requirements herehore are
contained thetho ordinances that god
requires this people called latter
day saintsaints to obey now let msme
ask yoa brethren of thetho priesthood
ietleb me ask you brethren and sleter
of thothe church how many of us
who are horohero todayto day live in ac-
cordancecordance with the require-
ments of gods word asaa contained

I1 in these revelations I1 can truth
fully saybay that as a people we do not

y ilvallva up to thothe requirements that
god has made of us I1 can truth

A9 fully say that eiseki a people we do not
obey gods commands to us the
revolalevela tionatlona which alcaio contained in

i this bookbool and which to receive as
tirlir the word ofaf I1godrod notmot to a past gene-

ration
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a people whwho lived
arvind essra 0acsnoio hilthill thothe
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statute thisthia church of ajesmjesus christ
of latteriatter day saints this laIs our
rule of life this laIs the law for our
guidance it Is embodied in this
book and how many of usties I1 ask
again live in conformity with itII
how many of usua have obeyed and
do obey the word of god as itisit js here
revealed and as it is here printed
and given tomongtonsus and yet we con-
demn the sectarian world all of us
who have gone forth to preach the
everlasting gospel for not obeying
godsgoda word given 1800 years ago
and have said that in consequence
of this the gifts and graces and the
blessings of the gospel have been
withheld from them we have
thus reasoned we have thus pro-
claimed to the people and said to
them that the cause of the ab-
sence of the gifts thetho cause of the
disappearance olof thetha power the
raubecause of there being no faith in the
land among the children of men to
receive the blessings and the gifrifgiftsts
of god was to be found in the fact
that they hadbad not obeyed the com-
mandments

com-
mandmand ments of god as revealed to
them or as revealed to the ancients
rather in the new tatarTataitestament by
the son of god yet I1 believe not-
withstanding whawhat I1 now say res
pecpeeling us that there is a growing
disposition among the people I1 can
feel it myselfamong the priesthood
and I1 believe it extends to the
whole body of the church a grow-
ing disposition to obey the word of
of god as it is given to us in its
plainness in its simplicity and in
its fullness and because of this
growing dladibdispositionposition god having
mercy upon us in our weakness and in
our infirmities blesses us as he does
and he saves us from our enemies
but youjou can readily perceive if you
will reflect a few moments how
much the power of this church
would bobe increased in the land and
before the heavens if the latter
day saints werewore all to obey the
word of god as it is given to us in
his latter day revelations you
can readily perceive how uniteuniteddandand
strong a people wowe would be and
how much the heavens would be
moved in our behalf the power that
would be evoked and that would be
brought down to aid us and to de-
liver us if we eniyonly lived in strict
conformity to the words of god as
they are contained in this bookboob the
book of doctrine and covenants
leacheach man and each woman can in-
terrogateterrogate himself and herself upon
this point each man can ask him
self in the light of the holy ghost
how near he cornea to fuitfultlilling all
the requirements which are here
made or how far he is from arrivingg
at that perfection which thesetheae revel
allons demand and each woman
can do the sumebame and we can jujn this
mirror of divine truth look at our
selvessolves in our true light and see our
reflection by the spirit of god
as it is revealed unto us in these
revelations

for one I1 know that I1 am far in-
dividually from coming up to this
perfection yet it hashaa been the
laborjabor of rnymoy life to be a lattlatterer day
saint it wablas been the strongest
wish of my feurt all my days to be
a latter day saint to be a perfect
man if I1 could be before the lordyetyeh when I1 read thesethese revelrovelrevelationconr
whenwhew I1 see the requirements which
god has made of us as ita people I1
bow myself before the lord and
confess in his presence that I1 am
far from being that which I1 should
be and it may bobe said that the same
is the casewitzcase with the church

now god designs that we shall be
just buchasueha people in every respect
as these revelations describe god
did not give usua thebethese rEvelationrevelationsa in
vain they kerovero not spoken idly
theytheyS were not given through the
prophet of god without a purpurpose
there was a design on the part
of god in giving them
and when you come even to the
very weakest it may be baldsbaidsaid of the
revelations or that which is the
least obligatory upon us that which
was given merely asaa a word of
counselcoun leel the word of wisdom I1 rore
for to we can judge of the rest by
the manner in which that is observ-ed among us as a a matter
which pertains to our bodily life and
healt handband which is boao simple thatthe weakest can receive and obey itthere will be a people raised up if
we will not be that people there
will yet be a people r libed up whose
lives will embody in perfection the
revelations contained in this bookhook
who will live asaa the doctrines here
taught require as the laws here re-
vealed show unto us and they will
beba raised up too in this generation
and such a people will have to be
raised up before ziozionai eanenn ba fully
redeemed and pefordbefore thothe ak ofour god CAUcan bobe rullyfully established in
the ta Saa thi te ea I1 hatig

saidbald Is the pattern of the zion of
god here are embodied the doc-
trines precept ss lawsawes ordinordinancesancess
everything in fact that is necessary
inlir order to make usns a perfect people
beforeboton the lord

the perfection that wove have ar
rivedrivedatat to dayisdawday Js duedoe to these reve-
lationslatforis the organization of this
people is such asaa is not to be wit

anywhere else on the face of
the earth you may travel from one
end of the landjand to the other you
may travel from the equator to the
polepoles and in no land and among no
people will you find such an organ-
ization aa that which we havebave in
this land or rather that which be
jones to i church and it is due
to the fact that god gave command
ments through his servant josephjoeeph
smith by which we have been or-
ganized upon a principle
and a platform that Is fuen
perlor to anything known
among men there is nothing to
equal it this church in its organ-
ization isia adapted to a branch to a
small handful of people it wabwas
well adapted to the condition of the
six persons whawh composedcompo eedbed the
church on the ath day of AprIapril
it is asaa well adapted to the condition
of the saintes todayto ddeydayty covering hunhum
deeds of miles of territory aaltas it waswa
0od the bisp nods lehowho the
church at that time it will be as
well adapted to the government and
organization of the people when the
church of christ shallshail extend itself
throughout the earth and when the
whole people will become the people
of god when every knee shall bow
and every tongue confess that jesus
Isia the christ justjastj ostoat as well adapted
then as it isia nowsow god organized it
god has preparedd the way for it and
when zion is organized properly it
will be found to be as admirably
adapted to the wants of the children
of men as the organization of the
church is todayto day to the wants of the
people There will be nothing lackinjacking9
in every particular it will be found
adequate to the wants of humanity
the evils undertinder which mankind
groan todayto day are atattributabletributa blebie to the
taire organization of society the
evilaevils under which we groan as a
people anandd from which we buffersuffer are
not dueduo to any lackjsck of knowledge as
the method or the means that will
correct these evils butbus they are due
to the fact that we ourselves fall to
conform to the organization which
god has prescribedprescribei which god has
revealed

1I wish we could all understand
I1 thlethib but it is true it isia asaa true asaagogod 1livesives that the gospel of jesusJ eans
christ is admirably adapted in fact
perfectly adapted to save man from
every evil under which he groans
coeocodayday what has it done for us
why as far as it has gone it has
saved us it has cavedleaved us from every
evil to far as we have gone and
ataaba for adultery to which allusion
has been made and fornication
there are no people on the face of
the earth that will be damned with
a greater damnation for that helnehin
than we if we be guilty of it why
because there isia no necessity
tonfonforitit the necessity that men may
plead as an extenuation for their
practices with the opposite sex in
the world ceases to exist in the
midst of the latter day saints
what necessity habhas any man to
meddle with any woman that does
notriot belong to him in other lands
the laws make men adultererserserb in
many instances that is a hard
bayingsaying but it is a true one men
are driven by their paesione very
frequently because of anja t laws
to commit crincrimescrimeanesamesA that melrheir soulesouiesou
revolt atair but jaa it soBO with us no
god hashaa given uniaunki uaw a more per-
fect law he hilshas conomcommanded us to
marry all that can marry and
there Is no mamann among ul that can
plead that which others amsy in a
different state of society no

i
man

can do that among ue andaud ther eareezore
I1 sayeay that those menmeu abdniad woman
among uusa who commit adultery and
fornication will be damned with a
deeper damnation than any other
people because there isin no necessity
for it if a man wants a wife LOlecan get one among the latter day
saints youyu organize society aright
as god contemplated in thebethee0 reve-
lations and those evils under which
we now groan this dishonesty and
this disposition to take advantage of
each other will be done away with
god habhns debited a plan and linsilas re-
vealed it that in its operations will
relieve mankind from those evils
anianilanti the commissionbom mission of those binssins to
which they are now subject when
we are organizedorganisedeedsed properlyprop erly theft will
ceabacesab amerig us for the temptation
to steal will tebe removed organize
ttatha properly and ahthea temtom
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fit in it or connected with it and
it is all contained in this book god
has reveteverevealedaled it fifty years ago in
plainness to this church and we for
niftyfifty jeara have been crawling along
at our slow gattgait without obeying the
werdwora of god that is so plainly re-
vealed andtand thathat might relieve us if
we oidolddid obey it from all those
evils

nowa my yiewview of thetho gospel Isie
that when it tois obeyed by mankind
the ppowerower of the devil will cease
that Is my view respecting a part
of the power that will be brought to
bear to bind satan satan will be
bound because he will not have
power over the hearts of the child
ren of men why one reason will
be because they will have obeyed
the more perfect lawjaw which will
have relieved them from hibhis power
youyon take the majority of the elderseiders
of this church who are faithful to
the gospel of jesusjeans chiist and satan
has but little or no power to tempt
them to commit adulteryto commit
sin with their neighborsneigh boraboxa wife 0or
with the opposite bexsex they are to a
grestgreat extent relieved from that and
soeo far as thaithat crime Jsis concerned
satan has but little power to tempt
themithemy becauselecause they have obeyed a
more perfect jaw inthein the of
the lord jebus christ as god has re-
vealed it unto us therethero are lawsjaws so
perfect that when this people called
latter day saints shall obey them
they will be so far lifted up above
the power of satan that he will have
but little power to tempt them but
wowe never shall be emancipated from
the giwer of satan until we do obey
these laws of god an obedience
thereto will bring emancipation to
us and to every human being on the
face of the earth and it is upon no
other principle that emancipation
can be brought it will not be as
many suppose by our being with-
drawn without volition on our part
from the influences of satan but it
will be by our obedience to the awe
of god by our conforming to the

he makes of us
by our putting into practice all those
higher lawsaws which god has revealed
andnd which he designs we shall prac-
tice any soul that is waiting for
some outward dellver ence waiting
for bomebowe time to come when by some
extraneous means and independent
of our acifactionon and the exerexerciseclee of our
agency deliverance will be brought
he will wait in vain I1 am minixafraid
nothot that I1 would convey the idea
that god is not going to help
god is not going to do it by his
power I1 would not convey buyauy suchbuch
ideideaa because I1 know and youyoa know
that without gods belpheip aliall our of
forts are powerless and it Is vain to
seek to do anything in and of our
delves we cannotcannou do At human
nature is too falliable todo anything
of ththisIs kindlhindikindhind but we must exercise
the powers god has given to us by
obeying his law by conforming to
hlahib requirements in this way we
will beloe emancipated throughugh
the blessing and aid of god
upon UP and in this way
tilethe eearthatth will be redeemed from the
power of satan the more pepeopleop ae

obey the laws of god as god has re-
vealed them and as they are em-
bodied in the gospel of jesus christt
the nenearerarar they approachup untoanto god
the more they become like him
the more power they getgot over them-
selvesbelv es anandd over the adveradversaryburysury jfif
ththere0r8 a man or a community
found who lived in strict obedieobediencefieodico
to all the laws taught in thiathis book
doctrine and Co you would

tind almost a perfect people you
would find a people in the condition
of the people of enoch thatthai Isie
they would be approximating to
that perfection which hebo and his
city obtained and which caused
them to bobe translated

when god revealed the gospel
he designed that wowe should obey
these laws he taught us in the
first place that it wswas penecessaryebsarycasary to
have faith in jesus christ then to
be baptized for the remission of binsin
then to have hands lidildjid upon us for
thithe reception of the holy ghost
then the people that were scattered
wermwere taught to gather outjut from the
nations nit11 the earth every law
that they obeyed brought salvationsaieal
every time they bowed ina obediencecc
to the bequirrequirementsagentsaments of god they
brought by theirthed obedience balvasalva
tion to and to their
families soBO far asa their families con-
formed to the requirements when
theythet got to zion if they obeyed the
lawjaw orof tithing it brought salvation
and so wha everyeveny otnerother jaw that
god hahasi taught in the revelations
that has been given unto and
the men as I1 have said who ava
the most faithfully compliedcomplafedlfedanthMth
those requirements havehavia oneatnan
ratedalt d hnellinturistulis3 oftit wigry tntaa inot raWQ

from the power of batansalan T iupon thementhe men and upon theonwho have entered into the nfjiweverlasting covenant concern
patripatriarchalarchaI1 inar imarriager age as beingbeenenbelbeinennem

advanced than their brethbrethrenrjsisters who have not 1

law and itif a commcommunityuniti
found who would enter filibbapi thihder of enoch god 11as has revereyerevealedkieisiti
and who would hold ththeeefie
and their property cw
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law I1 should look upon tututtet
more in advance and huibuitua ier to that perfectionperfect ioaloa
god designs to bring xau 1

zion among the latterlylatter day
it should be the aimalm of temremjezl

vedten itand every woman in thisthiciuthuthuss conform to the kawinkt
willwiil otof godigodsgod because by
they bring salvationbalbai to treireth is
and to their children aiad
persevere in goingdoing so gad v
them in their ettienn alb abdaucutt
eventually beba brought to I1ah

him and to dwell in histU
and to recireceiveive the exalt
glory that he has juin tato of

now I1 have obeyed chofe I1
far I1 know ahe att
effects I1 obey the wor
domdorn ortryor tryiry to obey itftitisitestelteiES

know it brings a blessin
likeilke manner I1 obey thearthe utilla1

in ilkjlko man hajj
to have nand laid uponupun tardlard
reception of the holy ghohma

manner I1 pay my
mannellmanner I1 ave gone on
and done that which gajgodec
td of me because in bacbacsii

i act of thisthib kindhind I1 knew 1

tended to bring I1
would be obedient allatiaudiaudrthe dodoedordoctrinetrine of
upon the principle 1U ft
knewknow that it wanwas a leir

li

and of
I1 would lbjleileibe exulted in bejbaherpala
of god I1 must obey the labb
will be with other laws ibb09
yetyeh in the future andan d whwh W
will reveal to us as we grawet
landand in the knowledge of
heHB will continue to give rifrevlel
upon revelationrevelations precpreepreceptelteit upau
capt and he wiliwill reveal uhlunica
muremore light and more koolidgeknowledge
give unto usua more power ani iof the gifts and gracisgraces
pelpei as we become
keeping the laws he haabalahaatala
reVrevealedkaledkaied 17T
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to this matter and afterbufter 64nosir
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gracemgraces of the gospel becsbees
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