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GENERAL COOKES MARCHMACH

detroit preefree prem june 6 1895

there died in detroit recently amana man
who was concerned in one of the most
unique achievements recorded by the
military annals of the united states
that achievement belongs to the pro-
digies performed by the heroes of the
far west and thereby doubtless hangs
the explanation of why it has not taken
its properi place in history

bertaincertain it is that the passing of gen-
eral p- st george cooke though noted
through the press associations where
ever newspapers arlare published in this
country was attended by no reference
to hisbis leadership of the mormon babatta-
lion

tta
in its arduous march from iowa to

the pacific coast across the unknown
deserts of the southwest the obitus
aries reviewed the geuegenerals briliant
war recordrecordinin toe battle fought withith
mexico and the southern states and
cited his claims tb honorable mention
all save theonethe one of which he was proud-
eststandestande and which entitlesentities him to separate
and special distinction

this omission id less curious when
you come toto observe that the achieve-
ment in question divorced from all
considerationcoo of the commander plays
6 picturesque and remarkable part inin
the history of the western states and is
yetrat less known to even the student of
history than are the most trans-
actions of the plymouth pilgrims lack
of information respectingpectinres the battalion
Is nevertheless in tineline with that system
of eastern education which fires the
schoolboys imagination with the least
exploitek ofof ethan allenalien dudand paul jones
and passesases overoverithwith sia paragraph the
adventures of such captains as sam
houston and the spanish explorers of
the southwest which counts the steps
down which putnam rode hithis horse
names the villages aroused by revere
tutout overlooks that amazing ride of
whitman across an unmapped cont-
inent which saved oregon to the union

even the encyclopedias are silent on
the subject of the mormon march under
cookes command scarce a historian
hasbas seized upon that singular occur-
rence of the mexican war it is all but
a lost page in the great romance of the
pacific pioneers yet one must thumb
patiently his history of the world to find
a parallel

Is there anything in the of
invading armarmies which outmatchesmatchesout itsit as
an object lessen of pertinacity and en-
durance xenophon that war corres-
pondentnt for posterity hhas left us his
imperishable account of the ten thou-
sands retreat up the tigris valley to the
shores of the a five months
march of something less than 1000 miles
in a strange land among savages but
this was an enforced retreat of much
less than the distance accomplished by
the mormonscormons in their voluntary prog-
ress and who may say that the wi-
lderness of kurdistan the highlands of0
armenia and georgia were more for-
bidding than the wastes otof new mexico
and the barrier of the that the
wild men of persia were more warlike
than the apachesapache

Naponapoleonslepas retreat from moscow
by russian fordesforces from finland and

danube were merely a tremendous
disaster we turn half sickened from
the spectacle of the soldiers who
perished by the way between october
18 and december 6 and foforgetaget the
glories olof the emperors campaign as we
view the beggarly remnant which tot-
tered into vilna

shermansSher mans march to the seisea need not
be seriously consideredconsiderted in this connec-
tion whatever may be thought of it as
a strategic movement as a march itif was
all but unopposed and those mitesmiles
in twenty tourfour days were made inin a
landofland of plenty through the heart of
georgia I1

cooke came long before sherman in
this matter of marching but it may be
fancied that this american colonel of
the had xenophon atleaseat least in mind
when on that january morning the
pacific burst in view from the green
hillshilli of e simsan luisluib mykey and with pardon
able pride he wrote

headquarters mormon battalion
mission of san diego january 30 1847

orders no i I1

the lieutenant colonel commanding con
granulates the battalion on their safe arrival
on the shoresshore of the pacific ocean and the con-
clusion of their march of over 2000 miles

history may be searched in vain foror
an equal march of infantry half of it
has been through a wilderness where
nothing but savages and wild beasts are
foundbund or deserts where for want of
water there is no living creature there
with almost hopeless labor we have
dug deep wells which the future
traveler will enjoy without a guide
who hash traversed them we have ven
wed into trackless table lands ere
water was not found for several maremarcheshes
with crowbar and pick and ax in
hand we have worked our way over
mountains which seemed to defy aught
save the wild goat and hewed a passage
through a chasm of living rock more
narrow than our wagons to bring
these first wagons to the pacific we
have preserved the strength of our
mutesmules by herding them over large tracts
which you have laboriously guarded
without loss the garrison of four
presidiosdios of senora concentrated with-
in the walls of tucson gave us no
pause we drove them out with their
artillery but our intercourse with the
citizens was unmarked by a single act
of injustice thus marching halt naked
and halthall tedfed and livingbiving upon wild ani-
mals we have discovered and made a

great value to our country
arrived at the first settlement of cali-

fornia after a single days rest s you
cheerfully turn off from the route to this
point of promised repose to enter upon
a campaign and meet as we supposed
the approach of the enemy and thisaliis
too without even salt to season your
sole subsistence of fresh meat

it was early in 1846 that the mormonscormonsMor mons
driven from Ildillinoisnois as they hadbad al-
ready been from onto and missouri
were pressing toward the pacific A
definite objective point had not been
detdeterminederminea but california seemed a
land of promise and thither some of
them were soon to make their way from
new york by boat meanwhile presi-
dent ilk was laylayingingyavsAs torfor the oc

cuppationalion of california and thithis was the
McormonsmormonsMor0rmonmons s 0opportunity elder jessejess UC
little aiaidedde d by thomas L kane and
amos0s kendall petitioned the Ppresidentnt
foe e P if youon will assistassis0us 1 fyIs
crisis said little 1I hereby pledgecledie my
honor as the representative of this peo-
ple afaneothat the whole body will stand
ready at your call and act as one man
iriin the land to which we are going and
should our territory be invaded cewillwe will
hold ourselves ready to enter the field
of battle and then like outour patriotic
fathers make the battlefieldbattle field our graves
or pingain our liberty

thethe outbreak of the mexican war
clinched these

1 negotiations I1itt was
decided to raise a battalion of men
forfoi twelve months service who would
march by way ofdf santa fe to california
and late in june captainCaptaitf james allenalien
of the dragoons repaired to the

camp at mount pisgah laia and
madimade known the governments inten-
tion gutbut the mormons hesitated they
had no desiredesin to work their passage inin
this wwayay leaving wives and childrenchildren
behind themOem it seemed toafoo greatareatr A

sacsacrifice it meant a serious ddrainraln oloil

strength from the already impoverished
army of families setting out on their
toilsome journey of exile through an in-
hospitable country it was even re-
ported and credited by many that the
wholebiolifioli scheme was a plan to cripple or
even annihilate them

then the spirit of prophecy stirred
brigham botinyoung theth trbattaliona t must be
raised he said duty to country and
church demand it and of those who
went not a man would fall before the
nations foe the only fighting would be
with wild beasts

so the five hundred men weriwere recruit-
ed in a fortnight and mustered inih at
council bluffs conjon julycrebelly 16 three days
fairir I1 thele was a ferdellfe dahedl the
volunteers subscribed a large proportion
of their pay torfor their families and the
mormon poor and the march was be-
gun fort leavenworth was reached
august and here during a halt of
two weeks col allenalien fell SICKsick and died
the march to santa fe was resumed
auaugust xyth under the temporary
leadershipleagerleadershipship otof A 1 smith of the
regular army and now their sufferings
begbeganan sufferings from heat and bad
water and from the tyranny so they
claimed of the commanding officer
and of surgeon sanderson who dosed
them with nauseous drugs against their
will by the time they entered santa
fe on october irth they were all but
goaded to mutiny

here lieutenant comphel cook as
fumed command on instruction
from general kearney to open a wagon
road to the pacific by the gila route
the undertaking might well have dis-
mayed men much better prepared for
it and what was the condition of
these mormonscormonsMor mons the battalion
writes colonel cooke in his journal

were never drilled and though
obedient have little discipline they
exhibit great heedlessness and ignor-
ance and some obstinacy and again
in another account of his everything
conspired to discourage the undertaking
otof marching this batallion aioo1100 miles
for the much greater part through an
unknown wilderness without road or
trail and with a wagon train it was
enlisted too much by fafamiliesmiries some
were too old some feeble and sopiasome toa


