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“MAN.” by the power of the Holy Ghost be- |over a ] number of talents. If|to it when we entered into its cov-| Zion and prepare a house in which
came witnesses of the Lord Jesus|the man of limited influence and |enant through baptism for the re-|to meet the Lord our Saviour and
L{ke as the damask rose you gee, Christ, and the faithful bearers of [small talents be not trustworthy | mission of sins, we must still be| Redeemer.
Or Jike & blossom on & tree, his gospel message to the whole|and faithful in that which belongs| consecious of the fact that thatlaw| May God blessyou, my brethren

Or like the dainty flower in May,

Or like the morning to the day,

Ofike tthe sun, or like the shade,

Or like the gourd which Jonas had;

Even such is man, whose thread is spun,

Drawn out and out, and 8o is done.
The rose withers, the blossom blasteth,
The flower fades, the morning hasteth,
The sun gets, the shadow files,
The gourd consumes, the man, he dies.

Like to the grass that's newly sprung,

Or like a tale that's new begun,

Or like a bird that's here to-day,

Or like the pearled dew in May,

Or like an hour, or like a span,

Or like the singing of a swan;

Even such - is man, who lives by breath,

Is here, now there, in life and death.
Tbe grass withers, the tale is ended,
The bird is flown, the dew’s ascended,
The hour is short, the span not leng,
The swan’s neardeath,man’s lifeisdone

ike to the bubble in the brook,

Or in a glass much like a look,

Or like the shuttle in weaver's hand,

Or like the writing on the sand,

Or like a thought, or like a dream,

Or like the gliding of a stream;

Even such is man, who lives by breath,

I8 here, now there, in life and death.
The bubble’s out, the look’s forgot,
The shuttle’s flung, the writing's blot;
The thought is past, the dream is gone,
"The waters glide, man's life is done.

Like to an arrow from the bow,

Or like swift gourse of water flow,

Or like that time "twixt flood apd ebb,

* Or like the spider’s tender web,

Or like a race, or like a goal,

Or like the dealing of a dole,

Even such is man, whose brittle state

Is always subject unte fate.
The arrow shot, the flood soon spent,
The time no time, the web =soon rent,
The race soon run,the goal soen won,
The dole soon dealt, man'’s life soon done.

Like to the lightning from the sky,

Or like a post that quick doth hie,

Or like a quaver in a gong,

Or like g journey three days long,

Or like spow when summer’s come,

Or like the pear, or like the plum;

Even such is man, who heaps up sorrow,

Lives but this day and dies to-morrow.
The lightning's past, the post must go,
The song is short, the journey =o,
The pear doth rot, the plum doth fall,
The snow dissolves, and so must all.

DISCOUVURSE

DELIVERED BY

ELDER LORENZO SNOW,

Friday Afternoon, April 6th, 1876,
at the Semi-annual Conference of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints, held in the New | not matter much how I depert my-

Tabernacley, Salt Lalke Cily.

REPORTED BY GEOQ. F. GIBRS.

WE, the Latter-day Sain
to have received from God the ful-
ness of the everlasting gospel; we

profess | some more responsible and promi-

Gentile world, so, by and through
the same Holy BSpirit, we have be-
come witneses of him, and, havin
been called by the same divine an
koly calling, we therefore assume
the same position,

Then, having assumed this posi-
tion, we assume all the responsibil-
ities of embassadors of ;Christ, we
become answerable for cur individ-
ual acts and for the manner in
which we use the talents and abili-
ty the Liord has givenus. Now the
Eiueatinn is, do we sense our posi-

on, do we comprehend fully the
nature of the work we have under-
taken to consummate? I am some-
times led to believe that some of
our bretheren, Elders in Israel, are
too ready and willing te shirk the
obligations they are uuder by rea-
son of their covenants, the faith
they once possessed seems to be al-

to another, which may be com-
mitted to his -,chup.!huw can he
expect ever to come in possession
ofthe true riches, or even received
that which he calls his own? For
mark well the language of the
Saviour bearing directly on this—
‘“He that is faithful in that which
is least is faithful also in much:
and he that is unjust in the least is
unjust also in much.”
herefore, let it be wunderstood
and always remembered by those
who may be called to follow the
humbler ocecupations in life, that
{it is absolutely necessary, for their
| growth and progressin the king-
om of God, that while acting
therein they master the situation,
that they establish and form a char-
acter and a living name, by which
theymay be known and distingulsh-

most exhausted, and they appear to | God. I respect the man occupying
settle down into the quiet satisfac- | the humblest position, if he is faith-
tion of a mere nominal membership | ful in the sphere in which he acts,

in the Church. There are oth-
ers who think because their names
are not very widely khown, because
they are perhaps only employees,
occupying narrow spheres, that it
dees not matter much what habits
they contract, or what Kkind of ex-
amples they set before their breth-
ren. But then, it they held res-
ponsible positions,such as the Presi-
dency of the Church, or a counsel-
lorship, or if they belonged to the | possess; and let him who may have
Quorum of the Twelve, er were|the one talent use it and not hide
they President of the High Coun-|it in the hearth; that is, let him
¢il, or of the High Priests or Seven- | who may be endowed with little
ties, then they weuld consider it im- | ability improve himself, and not
portant how they conducted them- | complain because nature may not
selves, Herein they manifest great | not have been so propitious to him
weakness o1 gross ignorance, their|as to his more fortunate brother,
lamp is either growing dim or they | et aus all be satisfied with our lo:
never sensed the position they as-|inlife, and should it not beso desira-
sumed im taking upon themselves | ble as we could wish, we should
the responsibilities of the gospel.
We are told in the parable of the
Saviour that the kingdom of hea-
ven is as & householder who deliv-
ered his goods to his servants as he
was abesut to travel into a far coun-
fry. Toone he gave five talents,
toanother two, and to another one.
The one that received the five tal-
ents went and traded, and made
other five talents, doubling the por-
tfion that had been entrusted to
him, and he also that received two
talents went and gained other two.
Bat he that received the one talent,
went and digged in the earth, and
hid his lord’s money. He doubt-
less considered that his responsi-
bility was so small that he could
not do much, and consequently he
would not exergise a talent so in-
ferior. Doesnot this apply directly
to the condition of some of our el-
ders? Saysone, “I am only a ear-
penter, or & tailor, or peradverture
only a hod-carrier, therefore it can-

and is truly an honest man; I deem
him just has honorable as any per-

son wWho may act in a higher i-
tion. The { 4

but one talent, as of him who
esses more than one; but, according

be required of him.
fere, be encouraged,, and seek to
improve the talents they severally

improve it, ever feeling grateful
ially for

the Gospel.

President Young has said from
this stand, that the poor are often
harder to govern than the rich,
There are, doubtless,many brethren

present to-day, who preside in our
various settlements, that can read-

should not be 80, for one of the im-
portant objects of the gospel isto
benefit the peor temporally as well
as spiritually; and, therefore, of all
other classes of people, the poor
should be the most willing to be
directed and governed. . The Lord
has ever been mindful of his poor;
to them, while in their adverse
circumstances, he has granted
privileges which are withheld from
the rich. The fact that the poor
bad the gospel preached to them

being
self gave to the disciples of John in
answer to the question, “Art thou
he that should come, or do we
look for another?” The poor have
|always been an especial charge of
the servants of God in all ages; and

self, whether I de or do not hon-
estly discharge my duties in my
humble sphere. But it would be
very different if I were acting in

nent position.”
Stop, my brother; do not allow

ed hereafter amoag the sons of

to that which he hath,so shall it
Let all, there-

seek 'with becoming diligence to
for our earthly being, and more es-

he Spirit of God we
ave received through obedience to

ily corroborate the statement. This | be

was one of the evidences of Jesus |
the Christ, which he him |

requires us to seek firsf the kingdom
|of God,and that our time, talent
| and ability must be held subservi-
ent to its interest. If this were not
| 50, how could we expect hereafter,
when this earth shall have been
made the dwelling place of God and
his Son, to inherit eternal lives and
to live and reign with him? - Who
shall say that the rich, or those
that possess many talents,have an
better hope or prospect to imherit
these blessings than the poor, or
those who have but one talent? As
I understand it, the map who works
in the shop, whether as tailor, ear-
nter, shoemaker or in any other
industrial department, and who
lives according to the law of the
Gospel, and is honest and faithful
in his calling, that man is just as
eligible to the receiving of these
and all the blessings of the New
and Everlasting Covenant as any
other man; through his faithfulness
he shall possess thrones, principali-
ties and powers, his children be-
coming as numerous as the stars in

the firmanent or the sands on the|
ord does not require [sea shore. Who, I ask, has any
so much of the man who possesses | greater prospect than this? |

I remember reading an anecdote
when a boy of & man who, through
his wisdom and patriotism, bad
gained great renown, but who
through envy was assigned to a
position which was considered very
degrading. On entering upeon itsdu-
tiesit was said that he made this sig-
nificant remark: ‘‘If the office dees
not honor me I will honor the office,”
Much difficulty would be aveoided,
and our condition and situatien
would be much more encouraging
if we all honored the officeir which
we are called to act.
that the Lord himself made clothes
for our first parents, or, in other
words, on that nem;nn, acted as
tailor; also that Jesus Christ was a
carpenter. Now, the Saviour mast
have been an honorable and honest

carpenter, or he never could have
merited the position he afterwards
eccupied. If we could get the

brethren and sisters to see the im-

rtance of aecting honestly and
aithfully in their ctive call-
ings, much of the annoyances and
troubles we new experience would
averted, and the work of
God would roll on with re-
doubled - rapidity, and all his
urposes would be more rap-
idly and speedily aeccomplished;
and besides, as a people, we would
be better prepared than we now
are for the dispen=ation of his will.
‘‘Leet this mind be in you which
was also in Christ Jesus: Who,
being in the form of God,; thought
it not robbery to be equal with
God.” Again we are told, ‘‘It doth
not yet appear what we shall be,
but -we know that when he shall
appear we shall be like bim.” This
spirit should influence us in all our
dealings. If we all acted in keep-
ing with its sacred whisperings,
there would be little difficulty in

the United Oider, for all would

We are told |

| the establishment and working of |

profess to be in possession of the
holy Prieshood—the delegated au-
thority of God to man, by virtue of
which weadminister in its ordinan-
ces aecceptably to him; and we testi-
fy to toe whole world that we know,
by divine revelation, even through
the manifestations of the MHoly
Ghost, that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of the living God, and that he
revealed himself to Joseph Smith as
personally as hedid to: Eia apostles
anciently, after he arose from the
tomb, and that he made known un-
to him these heavenly truths by
which alone mankind ean be sav-
ed. This, as was remarked by Presi-
dent Wells this morning, is assum-
ing a very important and responsi-
ble position knowing, as we do,
that God will hold us accountable
for the disposition we make of this
sacred trust which he has commited
to us. As the apostles appeared
before the world, after they had re-
ceived their commission from the
risen Redeemer, to preach the gos-
pel of the kingdom fo all nations,
promising all who believed on their
word, the Gift of the Holy Ghost
through the laying on

ourseif to be deceiyed by such al-
Furing senfimens. It is true you
may only be a hod-carrier, but re-
member you are an elder in Israel,

ou are an ambassador of the Lord
§esus Christ, and if you -are in the
line of your duty you are in posses-
gion of that which the world can-
not give nor take away; and you
are held accountable to God for the
honest use of the talent over which
| he has made you steward, whether
it be large or small.

Again, you exert a certain degree
of influence, and beit ever so small
it affects some person or persons,
and for the results of the influence
you exert you are held mere or less
accountable. You,therefore,wheth-
er you acknowledge it or not, have
assumed an importance before God
and man that eannot be overlooked
and from which you cannot be re-
leased if you wish to sustain the
name you bear.

And what of the progpecis of that
individual? I say thatif he honers
his calling, and is found faithful to
the trust reposed in him, his pros-
pects for salvation and exaltation
of hands, s0|in the kingdom of God are just as
we appear. As by virtue of | good as any other man’s, If he
their commission, declared with all comprehends his position and lives
assurance, amidst persecution and |accordingly, his prospects are equal-
opposition, the gospel to be the|ly good with any man that ever
power of Giod unto salvation to all | lived since the days of father Adam
those who beleived and obeyed, so|to the present moment; and it is
;lechrﬂ E As they ched faith _Luﬂt- as important that he deport
f“ the Lord Jesus t, baptism | himself properly accoerding to the
]ﬂri the remission of sins, and the|sphere in which he walks, as it is
a};l::lg on of hands, by those jduly | that any other individual should,
authorized, for the reception of the | who may be called to act in a

Holy Ghost, as being essential i Tt gragy
salvation, e relion EW S A;mt h;; higher position; or, in other word

8
who may have been made Etewarrj'

strikingly has this charge been |then be faithfulin the perfermance
sustained in this dispensation by | of their several duties. But if,
President Young and his brethren. | whetker as tailors or carpenters,

The Presidency uf__this chureh | clerks or merchants, we prove un-
have always been mindful of the| fajthfal,*'who,” says the Saviour,”
poor, in donating themselves and|ghill give you that which is your
using their influence upon others|own?’ On the same principle, if
to miq‘t in the gathering of the|we as elders fail to keep the
poor Balnts from the various na-|coverints we have made, name-
tions to this land; and upon ly, to use our time, talent and

their arrival here have ecaused|gability for the upbuilding of th
homes and food to be provided for ASly, for the. Yp g of the

them until such times as the n we
could provide for themselves; anﬁ kg
they have constantly inanifested a
disposition to elevate the poor, and
to pretect them against that arbi-
trary power which peradventure
might be used against them by
their richer brethren.

The gospel binds together the
hearts of all its adherents, it makes
| no difference, it knows no differ-
ence between the rich and the
poor; we are all bound as one indi-
vidual to perform tha duties which
devolve upon us. ““And if ye have
not been faithful in that whiech is
another man’s, who shall give you | hearts the righteousness of Ged.
that which is your own?” Now |Said the Lord,through the prophet
let me ask the question, Who do|Jeremiah, “I will put my law in
anything, who can really | their inward parts, and write it in
and truly call any of this world's | their hearts; and willsbe their Ged,
goods his own? I donot presume | and they shall be my people.” This
{to, I am merely a steward ever a |is what the Lord is endeavoring to
very little, and unto God I am held | do, and this he will acecomplish in
accountakble for its use and disposi- | u# if we conform to his will.
tion. The Latter-day Samnts bhave| Then let us practice honesty and
received the law of the gospel|diligence in our various callings,
threugh the revelations of God,and | seeking unity and to cultivate the
it is so plainly written that |spirit of brotherhood financially as
all can understand. And if we | well as spiritually, that we may be
understood and compreherded the|in readiness, upon call, to go forth
position we assumed in subscribing 'and build up the Centre Stake of

reasonably expect to
come forth in the morning of the
| first resurrection, identified with
the great work of redemption? If
| we, in eur manner, habits and deal,
imitate the Gentile world, thereby
| identifying ourselves with the
world, do you think, my brethren,
that God will bestow upon us the
blessings we desire to inherit? I
tell you no, he will not! In all our
business occupations we must prove
ourselves better than any other
Benple, or we forfeit all. We must

uild ourselvesup in the righteous-
ness of heaven and plant in our

|

kingdom of God upon the earth,|

and sisters, and enable you to act
always as wise stewards over that
with which you have been en-
trusted.
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Horrespondence.

What the Drunkard Costs.

SALT LAKE CITY,
January 15th, 1877.

Editor Deseret News:

There are but very few of our cit-
izens who haveany idea how much
the drunkard, in one way or an-
other, costs his fellow man. I am
willing to admit that, in the con-
sideration of principles that involve
the present happiness and eternal
salvation of men and women, the
question of economy is only a sec-
ondary one, still it has its weight
and bearing, especially with those
minds that fail to grasp any consid-
| erations higher or more important
than that of the “almighty dollar,”
For thiscause it may not be unpro-
fitable to draw the attention of
your readers to the burden the
slave of strong drink imposes upon
the shoulders of the femperate ard
the sober.

In considering the cost ef the
Idrunkard to the people of this na-

tion, we have to take into our cal-
culation—

First—The annual loss of life by
reason of premature deaths produc-
ed by aleohol that would otherwise
be developing the resources of the
country and adding to its material
wealth.

Second—The losses to the devel-
opment of the country through the
misdirected industry of those en-
gaged in the manufacture and sale
of intoxicating drinks.

Third—The loss of the time of
the drunkards and tipplers (estima-
ted at 600,000 in the United States)
whilst getting drunk, when drunk,
and whilst getting sober again.

Fourth—The less from the num-
ber of insane, made so by alcohol,
estimated at 9,300 annually.

Fifth—The Joss from the number
of idiots from this same cause,

Bixth—The grain, etec., destroyed
in the manufacture of spirituous
and other intoxicating liquors.

Now from these causes alone,
without going into details which
would make this letter too long for
newspaper publication, it is estima-
ted by the most careful statisticians
that the annual Joss of production
to this nation is the enormous sum
of (in round numbers) thirteen
hundred and fifteen millions of dol-
lars, afteg deducting er allowing for
the large amounts paid into the
treasuries of the nation and of the
various States for internal revenue
and State licenses. Neither has
| there been taken intoconsideration,
in this calculation, the interest up-
on capital invested, nor for the care
of the sick, insane and idiotic vie-
tims of King Alcohol. _

The annual value of all labor in
the United States, as per the last
census, was about $1,263,000,000, not
as much by $51,000,000 as the
amount wasted through the fellies
of the drunkard; in other words,
were all the inhabitants of this
| country total abstainers the produe-
tion of the country would be fi/fy-
one million dollars more thandouble
the sum that it now is, and this is
only one part of the Jos=s, the loss in
remunerative production.

We now come to the losses which
fall directly on the individual
members of the community, be
they temperate or intemperate
made manifest in the increas
cost of governing the nsation, aris-
ing from the evils produced by the
manufacture, sale, and consump-
tion of strong drinks.

First—Paupelism. The Hon, H.
W. Blair, of New Hampshire,
in a late speech in the national
House of Representativ made
this terrible statement—*‘‘Not less
than 130,000 widows and orphans
are left such in our country annual-
ly by liguor drinkers, and from
two-thirds to three-fifths of the in-
mates of our poor-houses are sent
there by arink.” Terrible as this
assertion is, it is a small matter
when compared with the statement
of— '

Second—Crime. The report of
Lthe United States Commissioner of
Education states that ‘““from 80 to 90
per cent. of our criminals conneet
their courses of ¢/ine with intem-
perance.” Of the 4 315 inmates of
the Massachusetis |.:isons, 8% per
ceni. are reported to have been
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