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trine and covenants seebee verseverbe 21

that three Orepresidingsiding high Prieestai
chosen bybj the body appointed and or-
dained to that office and upheld by
the confidenceconid deuce faith and prayers ofet
the church form a quorum of the
presidency of the church 11 now sup-
pose a man comes before the church
and insists chaththat he has the right to pre-
side over it and also claims to be ap-
pointed of god to that position even
then something more is wanting the
people have a right in this matter to
say whether they will receive him or
not and in order to make this presi-
dency valid he must be supported by
the voice ofat the people for in ecclesi-
astical government no less than in
civil the principle tois true that govern-
ments derive their just powers from the
consent of the governed the consent
of the people then is a necessaary cle-
ment to make a man president of the
church this too has the sancti n of
the law of the lord for it is written
as a fundamental principle in the law
of god thatoatt all things in the church
are to be done by the common consent
of the church see doctrine and
covenantsCovenasts seesec 26 par 2

president brigham young says
joseph presided over the church by

the voice of the people
does a mans beingbei ng a prophet in this
church prove that hebe shall be the
president of it I1 answer no A man
may be a prophet fleerbeer and revelatorBev elator
and it may have nothing to do with
his being president of the church
suffice it to say that joseph was the
president of the church as long as he
lived the people chose to have it so

he always filled that responsible station
by the voice of the people
the keyskeye of the priesthood were com-
mitted to joseph to build up the king-
dom of god on the earth and were
not to be taken from him in time or in
eternity but when he was called to
preside over the church it was by the
voice of the people though beheldhe held the
keys of the priesthood independent of
their voice B Y journal of dis
courses volvola1 page il

but he did not hold the power to
preside over them contrary to their
voice presidentPre siderA johjoini taylor also left
something upon record in regard to this

it is by the voice of god and the
eulue of thetee people that our present pre-
sident brighamBrig bam young obtained his
authority hohe ob-
tainedtatned hhisis authority first from god and
see addly from the people and if a man
possessesposa esses bivyfi ve grainsg rat as of common sense
when hebe hasbaa the privilege of voting for
or against a man he will not vote for a
man that oppresses tirethe people he will
vote according to the dictates of his
consciencepan science for this isin the and
duty of this people iii i the choice of their
president and other leading officers of
the kingdom of god J of D vol 111

p
now ththisIs is the oppressive priesthood

of which we hearbear so much you will
pardon me if torfor ELa few moments I1 call
the attention of our young brethren to
this charge of oppression there areare
a multitude of voicesvoices Shout our
coultrycou otry today declaring that wethe moxmor-
va gi priesthood tois oppressoppressiveive it isA

said to be a tyrannicaltyran power exercis-
ing unrighteousI1 hitous dominandomi over the
mauls 94 the childrenof men this is6
junotottruetrue the priesthood has none of

the elements of oppression in it tyran-
ny and oppression are altogether foreign
to its genius

I1IDa the days of messiah the bother
of zebedeeZebedeesIs children came leading her
two sons to him saying grant that
these my sons may sit the one on thy
right hand and the other upon thy left
when thou coment kingdom
he wanted to know if these wenluen could
endure the baptism that he would
have to endure and the trials that he
would have to pisspass through they
said they were able and he replied

yelye shall be baptized with the bap
tiam I1 anaam baptized with but to sit on
my and on laymy left is not
mine to give but it shall be given to
them for whom it is prepared of my
father

this aroused the bealojealousyausy of the
apostles and they commented harshly
upon the condconductact of this woman and
tierher sons jesus observing it called
them to him and said

ye know the princes of the gentiles
exercise dominion over them and they
that are great exercise authority upon
them but it shall not be so among you
but whosoever will oe great among you
let him be your minister and whoso-
ever will be chief among you let him
be your servanteer vant even as the son of
man came not to be ministered uuntonto
but to minister and to give his life a
ransom for many 12

in strict harmony with this is also
the exhortation of the chief apostle
peter unto the priesthood said hebe
feed the flock of christ which is

among you takiug the oversight there-
of not by constraint but willingly not
for filthy lucre but of a ready mind
neither as being lords over godlisgoda
heritage but being examples to the
alckfl ck il such 8 the spirit of the priest
boohoolJ

perhaps some of our christian friends
would take offense if I1 were to quote
a little modern scripture and say that
it stood parallel to that I1 have read to
yuu from the bible but even at the
risk of giving oloflense we will place a
passage side by side with those just
read and challenge comparison they
are words b however that are insinspiredaired by
the same spirit as those I1 have read
from the new testament I1 read from
the doctrine and covenants

beholdBeholl there are many called but
few are chosen and why are they not
chosenob oisen because their hearts are set so
much upon the things orthisof this worl dand
aspire to the bodor menthalmen that they do
not learn this one lessonlemon that the rights
of the priesthood are inseparably con-
nected with the powers of hearn aniand
that the ppowers0 weroofof heaven can not be

controlled nor handled only upon the
principle of righteousness that they
may be conferred upon ustie it is true but
when we undertake to cover our sins
or to gratify our pride our avaiu ambi-
tion or to exercise control or domidomI1 I1r
ion or compulsion upon the souls of
the children of men in any degree of
unrighteousnessunrighteousness behold the heavens
withdraw themselvesthela the spirit of the
lord is grieved and when it iai with-
drawn amen to the priesthood or the
authoritydhorityau of that man

here1 I pause and ask you to meas-
ure sidney bidun by this principle
he was great in the Church of goolst

I1 the saints loved to listen to him he
had the ability to move the powerspowera of
heaven in teaching the truth but

what became of him when he soughtsough
to gratify hishi own vain ambition and
to exercise control and domindominioniou over
the minds otof men in unrighteousness0
did you ever hearod hish having BUD
cess after be made that vain attemptt
nobou have not why becauseBecauTa
time the amen had been pronouns
ed upon his power and 9authorityutbority as it
tois pronounced upon the authority andpower of any man who undertakesundertake to
exercise unrighteous dominion overthe minds of his fellow menman to gratify
his own ambition I1 continuenue toquote the revelationsrevelationst

we learn by sad experience that it
is the nature and disposition ofall men as soon as they get a8 littleauthority as they 81APPOSe theytk will11immediately begin to llexercise unrighteous authority hen manynv
are called but few araree chosen no50
power or influence aku or ought to be
maintained by the virtue of the priestfies
hood only by persuasion by edghenfsufferitig by gentgentlenesslenes and meeknessmeelness
and by love unfeigned bybodneskindness
and pure knowknowledgeleAge which shan greatfarasgly enlarge the soul without hypocrisyh t
and without guile betimeswith sharpness when moved 1 byuponthe holy ghost and thentny

showingforth afterwards an in creiseincreasee of0 lovetoward him whom thou bastsas freprove dtdjtestlent be esteem theethee to p
0 bbee hish ene my

that he knowmay that thy faithful-ness
deathbetth

I1
P

stronger thanthad thet cordscorts of

unrighteousnessyoung men the enemies offoue under amiestake to t1811e I1I1 yOUthat the priesthood of god I1
sive read that Pae opplesflage to the1111M and
in it let them readreachethe ce oftheir own falsehood be not deceivedby these men who
for while they promise

cry
you

y
I1isepoppressioniathemselves are in the bondagebonda e of rinaid

X

and the bonds otof iniquityy- ee not de-
the

in them
priesthood hahas no armiesart stand4

ing behind it it hash
in its right faltemporalscourge hand to inflictpunishment upon thoothose whoJ rebe1

against it and yet thereases AIs a fo roeoceinr init but that power cornescona
same source that th from

did
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that
the

wwasas in paul and thath t rimaade fe lixtremble as the apostle djsreasoned
righteousnessrighteousness to

upon
anfna connection with presidentseucome

6 utheremarksremark on occasion 01of sidneyrigdonbigdon claiming thetheriotright tto the drwsi dency thereto a ppropS eov he utteredSI1 cannot pass t
when I1 came to hatt stand81I1 hadtwpeculiar feelth go and thefaces of this people beruttoto say wewant a shepherd to fruide5 andbr d leadi usthrough thisthie world Sallaj who want todraw away a party to thetae charobjhafter them let them do it if theyhey canwill notbut they prosper

thinks he has the influxheelfif any7 mailn 17

people to lead awaaway a
neeesttamongaissablo

try it and he will 64 outosparty
1 fhithat

let
the
hit21

is power with the apostlesabase ahlS ateshcchthem off vie Wlncarry victorioulOUB8 through allthe world and build uUP defendandthidthe church and kir ia
of god 1 lat that time ther were a numberof men you who der I1

took to be the leaders 0 the people
U

i 1t
have already spoken ofaof sidney
and his failure arsfrs wiresidentpredicted llit before it
what of james to passstrang wb faledpeople to beaver in LalakicskeMic


