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trine apd Qovenants,-sec. 147, verse 21)
fiint three presiding High Priests,
chosen by the body, appointed and or-
dalped to that office, and upheld by
the confideuee, faith and prayers of,
the Cburch, form a quorum of the
Prepideneyof the Church.’’? Now,sup-
poee a man comes beforethe Church
and insists that he has the right to pre-
side over it, and also clalms to be ap-
pointed of God to that poeitiou, even
then something more is wanting. The
people have a right in this matter to
say whether they will receive him or
not, and in order to make this Presi-
dency valid, be must be supported by
the voice of the people, for in ecolesi-
astical goverument, no less thap ia
civll], the principlie ls true that govern-
ments derive their just powers from the
consent of the governed. The consent
of the people, then, is » necessaary cle-
ment to make 8 man Presldent of the
Church. This, too, has the sancti .o of
tbe Law of the Lord; for it ie written
ns & fundamental principle in the Law
of God that all thinge in the Churchb
are to bd done hy the common consent
of the Church. (See Ductrine and
Covenapts, sec. 26, par, 2.%

President Brigham oung Says:
‘s Joseph presided over the Chureh by
the voice of the people, * * #
Does a man’s being a Prophet in this
Church prove that be shall be the
President of it? I auswer, No, A man
may be a Prophet, Beer and Hevelator,
and it may bave nothing to do with
bis Leing President of the Church.
Buffice It to say that Joseph was the
President of the Church as long as he
lived, The people choseto have |t so.
Healways fliled that responsiblestation
by the vuice of the people. * * ¥
The keys of the Priesthood were com-
mitted ts Joseph to build up the King-
dom of God on the earth, und were
oot to be taken from him in time or in
eternlty; but when he was called to
preside over the Church it was by the
* volee of thefeople, though he held the

keys of the Priesthood independent of
their voice.” (B. Y.. Journal of Dis-
courses, Vol. 1, page 133.}

But he did not bold tbe power to
preside over them econtrary (o their
voire. President Joha Taylor aiso left
anmetbing upon record inregard to this
subjeet:

“[t {a Ly the vpice of God and the
voice of the people that our present Pre-
sident (Brigham Young) obtained his
authority. * & * He ob-
tained his suthority fist from God, and
secondly from the people; and if a man
possusses five grains of common senae,
when he has the privilege ot voting for
or against 8 man he will not vote for a
mau that oppresses thre people; he will
vote according to the dictates of his
conscience; for this te the rizht and
duty of this people i1 the choice of their
President and otber leading officers of
the Kingdom of God? {J. of D, vol. 1,
p. 226.)

Now thisis tbe oppressive Priesthood
of which we hear so much. You wiil

rdon meif, for a few moments, I call
the attention of our young brethren to
this charge of oppression, There are
a multitude of voices throughout. our
country today declaring that the ¢¢Mor-
m n* Priesthood is oppressive. It is
waid to be a tyrannical power, exercis-
ing uarightvous dominisn over the
mjuda of the children of men. This is
not.brue, . The Piiesthood has none of

 heaven in teaching the truth.

the elements of oppreasion fu i{. Tyran-
ny and oppression are altogether foreign
to ite genius,

Iu the daye of Bdessiuh, the mother
of Zebedee’s children came leading her
two sone to Him, saying: “Grant that
these, my sons, may sit the one on Thy
right hand and the other upon thy leit
when Thou comest intoThy kingdom,’*
He wanted to Enow if these men could
endure the baptiem that He would
have to endura and the trials that He
would have to pass through. They
said they were able, and He replied:

“#“Ye aball be baptized with the bap-
tism I am ‘Laptized with; but to sit on
My righi.-hand and on ﬁf[y left is nat
Mine to give; but it shall be given to
them for whom it is prepared of My
Father.**

This aroused the jealousy of the
A postles, and they commented harehly
upon the conduct of thie woman and
her sops. Jesus, observing 1It, called
them to Him and said:

“Ye know the princes of the Gentiles
exercise dominion over them, and they
that are great exercisre authority upen
them, dut it shall not be so among you,
but whososver will be great among you,
let him be your minister; and whoso-
ever will be chief among you, let him
be your eervant; even as the Son of
man came not to bo mlaistered unto,
but to minister, and to give His life a
ranzom for many.*

Lo strict harmony with thle is also
the exhortation of the chief A postle,
Putor, unto the Priesthood, Baid he:
s«Feed the flock of Chriet which is
among you, takiog the oversight there-
of, oot by coustraint but willingly, uot
for Aty lucre, but of & ready mind;
peither as being lords over God’s
heritage, but being exam les to the
fl ,ck.** Buch .8 the spirit of the Priest-
goold. 3

Perhaps someof our Christian friends
would take offenge if I were to guoie
a littie modern saripture and say that
it stood paraliel to that L have read to
you from the Bible. But sven at the
risk of giviug oftenee, we will placea
passage side by slde with those juat
read, and challenge comparison. They
are words however,Lhat are inspired by
the same Spirit as those I have read
from the New Testament. I read from
the Dactrine and Coveuants:

‘‘Behold there are many called, but
few are chosen; and why are they not
chosen? Beoause their hearts are set 80
much upon the things of this world,and
nspire to the honnrsot men,that they do
not fearn thisone lesson--thatthe rights
of the priesthood are inseparably con-
nected with the powers of heaven, and
that the powers of heaven can mnot be
contrslied nor handled only upon the
principle of righteousness. That they
may be conferred upon us it is trae, but
when we undertake to cover our ‘gins,
or to gratify oar pride, our vais ambl-
tion, or to exercise control or domi -
fon, or compulefon upon the souls of
the children of men, in any degree of
unrighteousness, behold, the heavens
withdraw themselves, the Bpirit of the
Lord is grieved; and when it is with.
drawn, amen tv the Priesthood or tbe
authority of that man,?

Here [ pause, and ask you bo mens-
ure Sidney Rigdun by this principle.
He was great in the Church of Curlat.
The Saints loved to listen to him, He
bad the abitity to move the poweraBo!

ut

what becams of bim, whe

to gratify his own vaip a;tﬂfio?ufﬁ
to exereise control and domipjou over
the minds of men in unrighteey %Es?
Did you ever hear of his havyj anuc-
cess after he made that wvajy alt]t%m s
No,you have not. Why? Because af ‘;e-
time the ‘‘amen’’ bad bewsp 2
ed upon his power and g h

s pronounced upon the lliltll:ggll-l‘i{’vé:luidt
power of any man Who lmderta%as to
exercise unrighteous domipjgoy over
the minds of bis fellow mep toli um-
his own ambition. co l'Lm ty
quote the revelatious: DYmueaEd

““We learn by sad exy
is the nature and dlsPoajlt.i:;i:no'i" tlhat ltt
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immediately bLezin (g . ib
righteous authority, ey
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maintained by the ¥irtue of thE PIP te
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and pure knowledze, which ghg)] o reat-
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and withou: guile. provin It)) cI 31';
with sharpness, whep movedgu etn-ubg
the Holy Ghost, and (hep - hponlI y
forth afterwarde an iﬂcrma owlng
toward bhim wbom thou hpgt e of love
fest he esteem thee tg pe irﬁpmved,
That 1._19 may Know that thyﬂ re.n;enru)i.
ness 1R stronger thnn the aithful-
death.”? cords of
Young men, when
anrighteousness “ﬂdert;lg;: tgncteulllea of
that the Priesthood of Ged 1q o Y04
sive, read that pnesape o tE Opprﬂg
in it let them reag the & iem, an
thelr own falsehood. Ry : dence of
by thess men who cry ‘;pdfc?lvzq
for while they promise yq; llbp esslon,
themselves are in the bond erty,they
and the bonds of iniguijty ’ige of sin
ceived in them, ' e not de:
The Priesthood has pg
ing behind 1t; it hay
scourge in its right pg
punlshment upon ¢
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sidency, there 18 a '"°Dhecy§ the Pre-
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through this world, ~ A7) Wll]l lead us
draw away a party frop, lhu want (o
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