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here and we are to play the Astor Ba,t-i
tery in three or four days. There is a
two hundred and fifty dollar (250.00)
cup up for the winners and we are
practicing every day and think we can
win it, because we are the champions
of all the games we have playved so
far.

I forgot to mention that the day be-
fore we left Honolulu Mr. Kinney, an
vld ®alt Lake banker who has been in
Homolulu a number of years, and who
thinks a lat of the Utah people, took
us boys all out to hla place in the street
cars and after we had all gone in swim-
ming {(for he has a fine place righ't on
thte sea) he gave us a reyal ray out in,
the way of fruit and eatables. We also
all had our pictures taken there.

Our vwhn officer,Liutenant Wedgwood. '
having taken sick before we lefit Sam
Franoisco, we had to leave him hbehind
and 0 we were put under the dommand
of a South Dekota officer and so at
Honplulu when we were finvited out ¢o
Mp, Kinney's sugar factory we were
not permitted to go, for the South De-
kota fellows were not invited and I sup-
pose (as we all do) that the South Da-
kota officers were Jealous,

But we had a fine time out at Mr.'
Kinney's place and thoroughly enjoyved
ourselves.

This paper I am using is out of an old
Spanish ledger-that was taken from one
of the largest battleships Spain had out
here and which Dewey sunk.

We had an accident happen yesterday
evening just before retreat that nearly
cost me ey life. Omne of the boys had
his revolver vut and was [ooling with
#t when It went off and the bullet struck
the ground just about an inch In front
of my toe. I was playing bali at the,
time, and the dust was thrown all over
my face by the ball which burled {tseif
deep in the ground. Of course it was
an accident but the fellow was put in
the guard house and will have to stay
there a while.

THOMAS 8. GUNN,
Utah Volunteer Battery A.

LETTER FROM CAVITE.

Cavite, Sept. 28, 1898,

I don't know how long It has been
since I received your Jetter, but {ime,
paper and stamps have been so acarce
that I could'nt answer it wvery well
before. The battery is over In Manila,
but I have been over here on guard for
a week, I guess I will go back teday
gome time. Well, I can't give you much
news abaut Cavite. Times are not as
good here as they are In Manila; all a
person can see |8 the wrecked battle-
ships and the ruins of the fort, but in
Manila there is more business going an
in an hour than there ls in Salt Lake
In a week. But it is the soldlers that
make it lively. When we fIrst went Into
Manila it was as dead as a door nall,
but I never saw 50 many people in my
life as there are there now, and there
are all kinds. Buggles, wagons amdI
people get -tangled up in the streets
sometlmes and can't move one way 01,
the other. The 8ait Lake jubilee can’t
compare with the mixup we have here
now. Well, I spent the Fourth of July
on the deep blue and we didn't hear
anything about the fall of Santiage un-
tll we reached here on the 17th of July.
I hear vou had a "hot time” In Salt
Lake when you got the news from San-
tiago., Well, I enjoyed the trip first
rate across the water. I didn’t get sea
siek at all, and they gave us q f"me re-
ception in Honoclulu; there wasn't any-
thing toc good for us, but we were
packed in those shlps like sardines, and
the grub for the soldiers waa very poor,
onece in a while they would get a couple
of biscuits and some hash, bu! the regu-
lar meal was hard tack and fat pork.]
I played wise for once: I got a Job In
the officer’s dining room shooting bis-
culta for my board, Bo you se¢ I got

| We couid'nt land

. eannons on the wall of the fort.

!
along allright, and I took good care that

my brother got a “hand-out” too. We
were only thirty-two days on that good’
old ship and when we got our fest on
ltand once more we felt llke dancing.

We arrlved In the bay on the 17th of
July, but we Widn't land untl] the 21st.;
in Manila at the
docks, but had to land on the beach
between Manila and Cavite. We un-
loaded our stuft from the steamship to
native goats, and then we got aa close
to the shore as we could with them
go that they wouldnt stick In the sand,
and then we waded the rest of the way,
carrying our goods on our backs, and
we kept wading back and forth till we
had everything unloaded. The wateri
was up to our waists and sometimes the
waves would make It higher, but !
nobody was drowned.

We pitched
camp about four mlles south of Manila.
The Spanish emtrenchments were about
a mile sowth of Manila, and their fort
the same. They had most of their
The
natives' entrenchments were abowt half
a mile south of the Spanish, so that
made us about two and a half miles
from them, We laid around thalt camp
in mud and water for a week, and then
on the 28th we were ordered to take
four of vur guns up to the front; and
I tell you it was no snap pulling those
guns. The mud avas up to our Knees
in some places, for It rained every day
fram the time we landed till after wa'
got into Manila. and we had io pull,
them by hand, having mo horses. It
would take all of the battery to pull a'
gun through some places, and we had,
%0 wear suspenders on our shoes 8o
that we would not lose them in the
mud. After pulllng at our guns all
day, we got up to the native entrersch-
ments about & o'ctack. The Spanish’
couldn't see us feteh our guns up for
amboo and brush, and when we got
there we kept our guns out of aight
and told the natives 'bo go back; then
we took their places in the entrench-
ment. It was aswfully dark that night,

land the Spanish couldn't see what we

were dolng, but when they opened thelr
eyes in the morning 1 guess they were
qulte surprised, for we had a good en-
trenchment built abowt four feet and a
half hlgh, 8ix feet wide at the top and
about twelve feet wide at the hottom.
Ang 1t was over m hundred yards closer
to them than we were before, Of
course there was a battalion of jnfan-
try up there 'with us, but it was a hard
ald night's work, and when rellef came
up we were glad to go to camp for
sleep and Test. The next night we
pulied our guns into the new emtrench-
ments, but the Spanish didn't know
anything about it. We cut gaps
through the entrenchment, so that we
could fire our guns, and the gaps were
plenty wide enough =0 that we could
shoot in any direction. But when we
got through cutting the gaps we sight-
ed each gun on dhe fort as near as 'we
could, and thenm we covered the gaps
over with bamboo and then a light
layer of dirt on top of the bamboo, !
When the job was done and it got day-!
light the Span{sh couldn't see any dlf-l
ference In the entrenchment, for it
looked juat the same from their side,
They didn’t know we had the gaps cut
ouwt of the entrenchment or the guns
there either. They thought we had
nothing up there hut infantry. We
ad our guns ready to fire on them any
minute; the first shot we fired would
blow away the blind of bamboo and do
fta work as well.

The Spanish were flzuring on mak-
Ing a charge on our infantry and tak-
ing our intrenchments. The next night
the night of the 3lst, they made the
charge, but they dldn’t take them, We
did not expect the attuck for we were'
put up there more for guard thanm nny-'
thing, s0 the camp would not be fn
danger while they were getting ready

for the bombardment amd waiting for
the rest of the soldiers to get here.That
nlght we just had the four guns up
there and seven men to each gun; two
of the guns belonged to battery B.
and twio bo battery E. Each battery had
fourteen men up there, so that made
seven men {0 the gun. The Pennsyl-
vania Infantry was alsc up there with
us that anight., The Pennsylvanla and
we together made about 500 men.

Everything was very quiet all day
and about 9 o'clock we got some logs
and laid them down to the sides of our
guns and then gwt some boards and put
on top of the logs and laid down for a
aleep. We were all tired and it was not
long before we were usleep. But the
infantry had to keep the!r eyes open; it
was the first time they had been up
there and they could stand 1t. We slept
fine 1ill half-past eleven. Then the re-
port of a rifle off to ¢he right of us woke
us up. Then three more reports were
heardright from the same place. I guess
that was a aignal for them to start, for
A8 200N as those three shots were fired,
the whole Spanish iine opened fire on us,
Before dark, the officers,gave us strict
orders not to fire unless the Spanish
left their entrenchmentst. They got so
close that we ould hear the click of
their magazines as they worked thefr
guns. Then we ovpened up on them., We
shot off arms, heads, legs and every-
thing else. They went back to their
entrenchments then and etarted bo use
their blg guns on us, and we had some
hot camonading for a while. There was
plenty of noise around there. Just as
we started to fight it started to ratn.
and I never saw It ratn so hard in my
life, and it kept 1t up all night, 50 that
mud and water were up ¢o our knees all
along the line. Every tlme the gun
wag fired it would recoll 10 or 12 feet
and that would make the mud fiy all
over us. We were all soaked to aur
akin. Before the fight I thought &f I
ever got into a battle I would feel kind
of shaky, but I never ‘took any thing so
cool in my life, and I never expected to
get ont of it allve, but I didn't care a
snap- I felt as though my life wasn't
worth ¢wo cents. And T didn't core
whether I got out ©f it or not, as long
as I helped to get a fewSpamniards before
they got me ButI didn"t ke the sound
of the Spanish cannon balis
when they first started to
to hum over our heads, they scund =0
mournful. The small bullets would
come through those gaps Ilke hail.
Every time we fired our gun the Span-
Ish would fire at the flash with thelr
rifles, and I knew those little buliets
were whistling some kind of 2 tunme. 1
didn’t notice what kind of a tune it was
a! the time, I was too busy, but I think
now it was *° home sweet home."

The closest call that I had that I
know of I should say; for a fellow don't
know how close they are till he feels or
seeés them hit, was when we run the
gun up agalnst the bank and a ball hit
the top of the bank aboult six Inches
from my nose. The mud and sand that
flew in my face stung. Well, I thought
for a minute that I was shot and put
my haud up to feel for blood. but all
that I could find was mud. About two
o'clock everybody was running out of
ammunition and things looked quite
Eloomy. The infantry started to fix
bayonets and we had our revolvers
ready. We could just hear a shot here
and there along our iine and the 8pan-
iah atill pouring it in on us. We dldn't
know what minute the Spanlsh would
make another charge and make hash
at the same time, 80 vou can imagine
how a person would feel. Still I felt
alright until we ran out of ammunition,
but we made up our minds that we
would stay and wart for them. Just as
we were thinklng what to do, 'we heard
a bugle in the rear sound "forward
march”, then the boys let out a yell that
was enough to shake down aur en-



