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here and we are to play the astor bat-
tery in three or four days there is a
two hundred and fifty dollar
cup up torfor the winnerswin ners and we are
practicing every day and think we can
win it because we axeare the champions
of all the games we have played so
far

I1 forgot to mention that the day be-
fore we left honolulu mr kinney an
old fiala lake banker who has bebin in
honolulu a number of years and who
thinks a lot of the utah people took
us boys all out to hhisis place in the street
cars and after we had all gone in swim
bivs far he has a linefine place right on
ehte sea he gave us a royal liaylay out in
tswayeway of fruit and ealeatablestables we also
all hadbad our pictures taken there

our own wedgwood
hartog takenbaken sick before we leilefftit san
franciscoFranoisco we had to leave him behind
aadad soao we were put under the command
stof oki south dekota officer and soao at
honolulu when we were invited out to
mr kinneyskidneysKin sugar factory we were
not permitted to go for the south de-
kota fellows were not invited and I1 sup-
pose as we all do that the south da-
kota officers were jealous

egut we had a fine time out ait mr
Kinkidneyskinneys place and thoroughly enjoyed
ourselves

this paper I1 am using is out of an old
ansh ledgerledgen that was taken from one

ofat the jarestlatest battleships spain had out
hirehere and which dewey sunk

WOwe had an accident happen yesterday
evening just before retreat that nearly
cipotost me my life one of the boys had
Ushis revolver out and was fooling with
stehenit when it went off and the bullet struck
the ground just about an inch in front
of my toe I1 was playing ball at the
time and the dust was thrown all over
Mmyw face by the ball which burledburied itself
deep tn the ground of course it was
an accident but the fellow was put in
theoe juardguard house and will have to stay
thererepa whilebile
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I1 dont know how long it has been
since I1 received your letter but time
paper and stamps have been so scarce
that I1 couldInt answer it very well11

s before the battery tois over in manila
but I1 have been over here on guard torfor

week I1 guess I1 will go back today
some time well I1 cant give you much

ipeigewo about cavite times are not as
good here as they are in manila all a
person can see is the wrecked battle

and thehe ruins of the fort but in
manila there tois moremom business going on
in achouran hour than there is in salt lake
in a week but it is the soldiers that
make it lively when we first went into
manila it was as dead as a door nail

iabat JI1 never saw so many people in my
liftlife a there are there now and there
afe all kinds BUggbuggieslep wagons and
people get tangled up in the streets
sometimes and cant move one way or
the othet the salt lake jubilee cant
compare with the we have here
bow well I1 spent the fourth of july
on the deep blue and we hear
anything about the tallfall of santiago un-
til we reached here on the lath of july

1 I1 hear you had a hohott time in saltalt
lake when you got the newsnew from san
alaa well I1 enjoyed the trip
rateyma across the water I1 get sea

ick at all and they gave us a fine re-
ceptionan in honolulu there any

ttoooo00 good for us but we were
aix those ships like sardines and

awUM grub for the soldiers was very poor
once in a ahlwhileae they wouldwoula get ajfeM biscuitslw t and some hashbash but the regu
aar mealibeal iviswas hard tack and fat pork
rerelayedtoyed oviveliae torfor once I1 got a job in

afiet e officers diningdining room shooting bis
alt its for my board so you see I1 got

along allwrightallrightallail right and I1 took good care that
my brother got a handouthand out too we
were onlyanly thirty two days on that good
old ship and when we got our feet on
land once more we felt like dancing

we arrived in the bay on the of
july but we land until the
we land in manila at the
docks but had to land on the beach
between manila and cavite we un-
loaded our stuff from the steamship to
native goats and then we got as close
to the shore as we could with them
so that they stick in the sand
and then we waded the rest of the way
carrying our goods on our backs and
we kept wading back and forth till we
had everything unloaded the water I1

was up to our waists and sometimes the
waves would make it higher but
nobody was drowned we pitched
camp about four miles south of manilaMai nila
the spanish entrenchments were about
a mile of manilama alla and otheir fort
the same they had most of their
cannons on the wall of the fortfiort the
natives entrenchments were avoult half
a mile south of the spanishsh so that
maldemade us about two and a half miles
from them we laid around that camp
in mud and water for a week and then
oncm the we were ordered to take I1

four of our guns up ito the front and
I1 tell you it was no snap pulling those
gunsgums the mud was up to our knees
iniin somegome places for it rained every day
from the time we Ilanded tuitill after we
got into manila and we had to pull
them by hand having no horses it
would take all of the babatteryaitery to pull a
gun through some places and we had i

to wear suspendersriders on our shoes so
that we would riotnot loseose them in the
mud after pulling artait our gunsgums all
day we got up to the native entrench-
ments about 5 the spanish

see us fetch our guns up furfkr
I1 bamboo and brush and when we got
there we keptkept our guns out of sight
and told the nativesnati vestoto go back then
we tookhook their places in the entrench-
ment it WMwas sowawfullyfullY dark that night
and the spanish see what we
were doing but when they opened their
eyes in the morning I1 guess they were
quite surprised torfor we had a good en-
trenchmenttrentrench ment built about four feet and a
half heghtill gh six feet wilde at the top andaind
about twelve feet wide at the botboitbottomtom
and it was over a hundred yards closer
to them thantham we were before ofcourse there was a hatbattaliontallon of infan-try up there with us but it was a hard
old nights work and when relief came
up we were glad to go to camp for
sleep and rest the nextnewt night we
pulled our guns into shenew entrench
genits but the spanish know
anything about it we cut gaps
through the entrenchment so that we
could fire our guns and the gaps were
plenty wide enough soW ththatut we could
shoot inim enenyanyY direction buttbut when wegot through cutting the gaps we sight-
ed each gun on the fort aea near asaa we
could and then we covered the gaps
over with bamboo and then a lightlayer of dirt on totopp of the bbamboo 11

when the job was done and lit potgot day-
light the spanish see any dlfdif
ference in the entrenchmententrench for it
looked justjuat the same from their meaide
they know we had the gaps cut
out of the entrenchment or the gunsguas
there either they thought we hadnothing up there but infantry wehad our guns ready to fire on them any
minute theitile first shot we fired wouldblow away the blind of bamboo and do
its work as well

I1 the spanish were figuring on mak-ing a charge on our infantry and tak-ing our entrenchmentsments the next nightthe night of the slat they made theifiechargedcharge but they take them we
did not expect the attack fforr we wirewereput up there more for guard than any-thing so the camp would not be ndanger while they were getting ready

for the bombardment and waiting tor
the rest of the soldiers to get herelhat
night we just had the four gunsgune UPtia
there and seven men to each gun two
of the guns belonged to batterbatteryV B
and two tobo blbattery BE each battery badb
fourteen men up there so that made
seven men to the gun the pennsyl
vania ihinfantryfantry was also up there with
us that night the pennsylvania andaed
we together made about men i

everything was very quiet all sty
and about 9 we got sosomeme toga
and laidla id them down to the sidesaides of aar
guns and then got some boards and pvn
on top of the logs and laid dowindo win
sleep we were all tired and it was wafflong before we were asleep but awtn
infantry had to keep their eyes openopealope nlwas the first time they had been u
there and they could standstand it we slept
fine till half past eleven then theil Z

port of a rifle off to the right of tmT W e
us up then three more reports were
heardright from the same place I1 guguess Jthat was a for them to start i

as soon as those three shots were A

the whole lineitne opened fire att it
before dark the officers gave us 4

orders not to fire unless the spa ato
left their entrenchmentst they votgot aflt I1close that we could hear the click afftheir magazines as they workedguns then we opened up on them wd
shot offon arms heads legs and eveveiathing else they went back to thele
entrenchments then and starteded bouebo uetheirth e ir bigI1 gunsgums on us and we hadha I1
hot c for a while theretherplenty of noise around there Jjuu M
we started to fight it startedstarlted to abtand I1 never saw it raineatn so hard in
anfe and it kept it up all night ao t
mud and water were up to our knees liwalong the line every time the
was fired it would recoil 10 or 11
and that would make the mudmi
over us we were all soak to b
skin before the fight I1 thought 4 ile
ever got into a battle I1 would feel
ofdf shaky but I1 never book any thanthing a
cool in my life and I1 never expected4
get owlont ofyf it alive but I1 calacarelsnap I1 felt as though my life wasefkaaa
worth two cents and I1 baftcarf
whether I1 got out of it or not as conjorion
as I1 helped to get a feSpaniardsfewWSpania rd s bebedfor
they got debut I1 likelake the loudl8
of the spanish cannon ba
when they first started
to hum over our heads they soundso und
mournfulmournaul the small bullets
come through those gaps like IHevery time we fired our gun the 5span-
ish would lreare at the flash with tag
rifles and I1 knew those little jbhulledES
were whistling some kind of a tune

notice what kind of a tune it
at the time I1 was too busy but I1 ttl
now it waswaa home sweet home

the closest call that I1 had tt
know of I1 should say torfor a fellofellow
know how close they are till he feels
sees them hit was when we runrimgun up against the bank and a ball
the top of the bank about sixgilt inIB
from my nose the mud and sand
flew in my face stung well I1 tbttaftt
for a minute that I1 was shot and
my haud up to feel for blood yatbut
that I1 could find was mud about

everybody was running onout
ammunition and things looked
gloomy the infantry started toaff
bayonets and we had our revaream1
ready we could just hear a shot h
and there along our line and the t
ish still pouring it in on us wewa di
know what minute the spanish wi
make another charge and make
at the same time so you cancaa im
how a person would feel still I1I1
alright until we ran out of
but we made up our mindsminda thatthJt Mwould stay and walwattt for them jimjat
we were thinking what to do we h
a bugle in the rear sound toro
march then the boys let out a yen
waswa enough to shake down our


