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the gospel was®taken away.

higher ordinances were withh
The higher priesthood was with- |
held. Thesystem that was intended |
to make them a kingdom of priests
was withheld. And they were left
Wwith the law of carnal command-
inents A law by which they eould
hot live, Statutes which were not |
¥ood, and judgments whereby they
could not live. But in the latter
days we have reason to believe that
the children of Israel will never
experienee such a curse as this.
That the presence of the Lord will
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- Liet us inquire into this.
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Its | it as a wise steward, and to remler!, ing with this ]
The
_ that |
it is required:at the hand of every and the names

up my account to some body.
book of Covenants informs us

steward to render an account of his
stewardship, both in time and in
eternity. To whom?
whom God selects and appoints, 'f
it be the first }residency of the
church in eonnection with the
bishop, then these are the proper |
agents to whom a strict account of' |
that stewardship must be rendered. |
But how do we become stewards ?
How were

To those

not be withdrawn from them as it
was then. Buat coming again to
the 20th chap. of Ezekiel we find
that after the IL.ord has broug
them into the wilderness, we
informed that ‘“‘h
intu the bonds of
the law of carnal cammandments
but into the bonds of the new an
everlasting covenant" that wiM
renewed for them. That will be
something binding. *“I will bring
them into the covenant, and purge
out. the rebellious that shull be
nmnug you. ‘T'hey shall not enter
into the land of promise he will not
let them get in. God did these
Jthings in ancient times, and fore-
"[;:rld what he would do in the latter-
i u}’h )

We have heen brought here as the
beginning of the great latter-da
kingdom—Dbrought from the nations
—established in these lofiy regions
of our continent—in these mouuntain
valleys, We have been brought
here, and instrueted, and taught for
many years. Inwhat? Notina
law of carnal commandments, 1
think [ will take a portion of that
back. I willsay that we have been
instructed in the law, the rinciples
of the new and everlasting cove-
nant, which has not as yet been
taken from us; but in a(fdiliunh)
that because of the hardness of our
hearts we are deprived of some
blessings that pertain to this new
and everlasting covenant. Do you
wish to know what blessings have
been withheld from us, that pertain
to the higher law? I will tell you.
In the _gur 1831, soon after God
first established this church, when
he fgok his servant, Joseph the
Prophet, and many of the first
elders of this chureh, and brought
them together in the western boun
daries of the State of Missouri, and
pointed out to them where the city
of the New Jerusalem should be
built, and when the Temple should
be located, certain laws were reveal-
el. These laws if adopted werg
caloulated to make this peaple of
one heart and mind, not in doctrine
alone, not in some splritual things
alone, not in a few outward ordi-
nances alone, but to make them one
in regard - to their property. God
pointed out certain laws in 1831,
and which were more fully reveal-
ed in 1832 and in 1833, he told us
what the order of the kingdom was,
in regard to our roperty. Now |
what was the law‘IP I'he Lord or-
dained that every man who came
up from the echurelies abroad to
that choiee land, where the Zion of
God is to be built in the lat-
ter "days, should econsecrate all
his properties. In’
How consécrate it?
form! Now in this Territory
we liave had a form of consecration,
some have complied with that form,
but whera is there a man who has
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hat way?
Wln what |

E—

ht | Lord’s agents, the bishops, that had
: are a knowledge of the things of God,
e will bring them | were
the covenant, not | secrat

. | Government .or from individuals,
d | as the case might be.
be | to pu

Y |man receive an exact equality or

e
i his fifty d%(l

the people, after they have conse-
crated as the law required,—how
were they to become stewards? The

to purchase lands by this con-
ed property, from the General

They were
rchase wagons, mules, and all
that was requisite to ecarry on
mechanical business, and stores,
aceording to the amount of property
consecrated and pat into their
hands. This was to be done by the
Lord’'s agents, and those whom they
should eall upon to assist. When
all this land, and tools and machin-
ery, and horses, and sheep, and so
forth, are procured out of the Lord’s
money; what then? Does every

amount of thig property? No. Why
not? Because some men have more
ability for managing a stewardship
thaw other men. Some men perhaps
all their lifetime have been accus-
tomed toecarrying on great establish-
ments and know how to conduct

reat establishments, Is it to

sup that such a man
would limited to the same
amount of stewardship as the

man_ who has fifty aeres of land ?
It may require twenty, ora hun-
dred times the amount of steward-
ship to be placed in the hands of
such a man, than what is re-
quired of other stewards who man-
age farming only. Does not that
make them unequal? No. They
are all stewards. The property be-
longs to the Lord. But inquires
one, does not this man of great ¢a
pability - have more of the luxuries
of life! No. Beecause he has to give
an account of his stewardship to
the bishop, and if this man of high
capability has madeatthe end of the
ear a hundred thousang] dojlaprs,
e is required to hand in an aveount
to the hishap, at the end of the
year, and if there have been made
& hundred thousand dollars clear
aiu, does the man own it? No, It
$ brought to the Lord’sstore house.
The poor man that has gained fifty
dollars extra from his farm
hands in  his iifty dollars
and an account of his stew-
ardship. ' If the man that has han-
dled a five hundred thousand dollar
stewardship has vsed it improperly,
the ageount will show. “I have
done thus andso. I have purchased
such and sueh machinery.”’ If he
has laid out his stewardship for self-
aggramndizement or unwise purposes
another man is plaeed in his stead.
And the poor man who has gained |
lars, if he has purchased
any thing thatis unwise and ynne-
cessary, and he hag limited himself
to that fifty doliars as clear gain, he
will be moved out of his steward-
ship. At the end of the first year
all these stewardships are made

——

been called upon to comply with it
in raality. The law was, conseerate
all af your propertigs, whethes it be
gold, or silver, or mules, or wagons,
or garriages, or store goods, or any-
thing that had any mlm in it -all
was fo be consecdeated, to come to
the Lard’s store house. Agents
were appointed to receive these con-
secrations, Not ponseerate to any
man, ar to these agents, but conse-
crate to the Lord, for his storehguse.
Now [ ask, did not that make us all
equal? Supposing that a man came
to Jackson muntﬁ with five hun-
dred thousand dollars, and another
came with five dollars, If both of
these persons consecrated all that
they had, would they mot stand on
a platform of equality? Both of
them worth nothing at all. so far
as property is concerned they were
equal. Now after this comsecra-
tion, ‘what then, We were not
counted really worthy to receive
bonafide inheritances immediately,
haé ¥ will tell you what we were
eounted worthy of, we were worthy
of belng the Lord’sstewards,as you
will read in many places in the
book of Doetrine and ¢‘ovenants.
What is a steward? Is he a bona-
fide owner of property? No. If1]
were called upon to a steward
over a certain farm or faetory, the
business is not my own, 1 am only
as an agent or steward to take

equal again; it is all consecrated
unto the Lord’s staorehouse, they
are allan anequal feoting again.
Then again, during the year before
thess accounts are rendered up, if
they are wise stewards there will be
no advantage, each one will he an
his iar;i all the timﬂe‘]fatr-_ his stew-
ards 8 not approved of.

Thni?is the nrggr of heaven. That
is the ancient order, and it was the
order instituted in the year 1531,

What did the Lord say apont those [ 4l that o man

who would nat comply wiili his
order? Some of our eastern farmers,
when they left their homes in Ver-|
mont, or in the State of New York,

their names should not be had on
the book of the law of the Lord.

and came up and suw the beanty oif
that land, and the depth of the soil,
and the beautiful timhey in Jackson
County, they forgot that they were
to be thie Lord’'s stewards, and began
to think that they could use their
own .;uﬂ_erty. instead of complying

with' the law of gonsecration.

"\Y}mtu blessing it will be Euidl
they, if I ean buy up thisland at a
dollar and a quarter per acre; for
I ean sell it out for a hundred times
as much, and make myself a rich
man; I will not sacrifice my pro-
perty.'”” These were some of the
feelings that filled the hearts of
some, But the l.ord sent up al
revelation, given through his ser-|
vant Joseph, in Kirtland, warning
the Baints against their receiving

charge of the concern, and act upon

their stewardship without comply-
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_ aw of consecration -
Thutif they would not comply with
it, their names should be blotted out,

of their children;

That they should perish, &e,.  We
find that the
and hence the Lord, in about two
vears and four or five months suf-
fered our enemies to be stirred up
against us, and the Saints were
driven from the land. They were
driven forth, in the bleak eold
month of November. to wander
whithersoever they ecould for pro-
teetion. What was the reason?
The Lord tells us, he suffered this,
because of our transgressions. The
Lord informed us, that there was
covetousness in our midst, and
“for this reason I have suffered
them to be removed.” The Lord
commanded us to purchase all of
that land, but instead of doing this,
many were holding fast to their
dollars, and thought that the Lord
intended to cheat them out of their
property, and they said,—'‘We'll
seec what the Lord will do for his
people. Ir he will show forth his
power, by and by, when all gets to
be pleasant, we will take our pro-
perty and go and settle down among
the Saints,” They did not believe
what the Iord required, hence they
were scattered from synagogue to
synagogue, In one of the revela-
tions, says the Lord, I will remem-
ber them in the day of my power,
when the time shall come, but they
shall suffer tribulation for a little
season. And when they have been
sulliciently chastened,they who re-
main shali return with their chil-
dren to build up the waste places
of Zion,

1 have related these things that
we may- understand wherein we
have once had the privilege of com-
plying with the celestial law in
rerard toour property, and wherein
a great principle has been put out
of our midst, In all of our wander-
ings, the celestial law has never
been put in practice, as regards our
property. But the Lord has not
left us any more than he did the
children of Israel, when they were
rebellious, Iustead of entirely cast-
ing them away, and denouncing
them and rejecting them as his
people, he still gave ancient Israel
a law. Instead of entirely rejeet-
ing us, he gave us another law,
One inferior to the celestial law,
called the law of Fnoch. The law
of Knoch is so named in the book
of Doctrine and Covenants, but in
other words, it is the law given b,
Joseph Smith,Jr. The word Enoc
did not exist in the original copy;
neither did some other names. 'I'he
names that were incorporated when
it was printed, did not exist there
when the manuseript revelations
were given, for I saw them myself.
Some of them I copied. And when
the Lord was about to have the

ple did not comply, |

!

{ He could not be found.

covenant had been broken. And
consequently it remained with him
to do with them as seemed him
good. Many have apostatized since
that day. Sidney Rigdon for one,
Oliver Cowdery for another, and
John Johnson for another. Why
have they apostatized? They did
not comply with the covenant that
they made in regard to the law
given to Joseph Smith, that was
afterwards called the law of Enoch,
Did the Lord forsake us then?
No; he had eompassion upon us—
still looked upon us as the latter-
day kingdom—did not take the
kingdom from our midst, but con-
tinued to plead with us and bear
with the infirmities of the people.
“Now 1 will.,” Says he, “try them
with another law.” 8o in the year
1838, he gave us another law, ealled
the law of tithing. Let me name
now some of the conditions of tith-
ing, aceording to that law. The
Lord gave a commandment that
the people that came up—gathered
with the saints—should consecrate,
not all their property, tut all their
surplus property, and after they
had consecra all their surplus
property, there should he a certain
portion, not called surplus, which
they should retain; and out of this
that is not called surplus property,
they should try to make an income,
and if they could make an income,
they should consecrate one tenth
part of that income,
Now of you who have been In this terri-
tory for twenty or twenty-six years, how
many have complied with this law of tith-
ing? How many have had surplus prop-
erty, over and above ope-tenth part ? How
many would come here with fifteen or
iwenty thousand dollars worth of prop-
erty, and pay one-tenth, as thouch this
was surplus. Is that the law of tithing?
If it is, I do not understand It. If I
understand the law of tithing, it requires

& man who has fifteen or twenty or fifty
thousand dollars when he comes up to

cclesiial law. I fsund my belief on the
prophecies that are given in the hook of
Doctrine and Covenanis. The Lord has
said that before Zion is redeemed she shall
be as fair as the sun, elear as the moon,
and her banners shall be a terror toall
nations. And that it is needful that Zion
should be built up according to the law of
the celestial Kingdouwn, or I cannot receive
her unto myself. He cannol re~cive her
only as she is built up according to the full
law of consceration. All the Zions that
have ever been redeemced, from all the
creations that God has made, have been
redecemed upon that prineiple. And God
has fold ns In the revelation given to
ancient Enoch, “I have taken Zion to
mine own bosom out of all the ereations
that I have made.”” Now If he has done
this—il he has selected Zions, he has done
it from the different worlds, by the celes-
tial law; and they are sanclified by the
same Jaw, and they dwell in his bozom—
that is under his council and wateh eare,
in the presence of his glory, exalted before
him, all redeemed by the same Iaw, hence
partakers of the glory, the same exalta-
tion, the same fullness in the eternal”
worlds. Therefore if the latter-day Zion
would be counted worthy to mingle with
the ancient Zion of Enoch, caught up
before the flood, if they would be counted
worthy, when the Zion of Enoch comes, to
be eaught up to meet them, and to fall
upon their necks and they to full upon
the necks of the Latter-day Saints, and if
they would enjoy the same glory, the
same exaltation with ancient Zion, they
must comply with the same law. [ can
not receive Zion to myself,” saith the Lord,
‘“‘nnless bullt up by this law.”

There will be n great preparation hefore
the redemption of Zion. Supposing we
should all be relnmmed, say this fall, or
next year to Jackson conunty. Say a large
majority should be retnrned tothe land of
our inheritances, in Missonrl, and in the
regions round about, and ik shonld be
fald to us, “‘Go ye my ssens and knild up
Zion according to the celestial law,
through the contceration of the property
of my church, as 1 have commanded,’
would yeu be prepared to ¢o Lhis work *
Have you an experievcein it? JTlave you
learned the lesson by experience? No, no,
years after yeara have passed away sinee
that law was given, the then middle-aged

Zion, to go to the Lord’s agent, tle bishop,
and say, *“‘I have so mnuch money, and so
much of a family; now tell me, bishop,
how much of this is eurplus property |
Oh, says one, that ought to be }eu to our

are now tottering to their graves: the
onth have grown to be men, and the law
as not been praecticed in our midet.
We have the mere letter of the
(AW, The theory bhas been In  ex-

own judgment. Onr own judgment!;
Who in the world among all the Latter-:
day Saints would have any surplus pro-

perty If it Is left to his own judgment ¥

How many in Ogden bave given surplns
property to-day? Go throaghout all this
town and ask them if they have surplus
property. “Oh no, I have not got quite
enough to carry on my business according
to my own mind. Ihavea manufaclaring
cstahlishment here, I wish I had & few
thousand dollars more than I haye to put
in it. [ want twenty thousand dallars
mere. I have no surplus properiy.* Some
man starts another busmess, and he has
no surplus property. And yon may go
through all the towns and villages and not
find & man who has :surplus property

: I'hen I should
judge, that the men to determine what is
sarplus property. and what Is not, are
those men whom God has erdained to {his
powvr, namely, the bighops, who have a
knoyledge of theas things hy the power
of the Holy Ghost, and by virtue of their
ealling. The President »f this church will
be prepared to say whether » man has
‘surplus property or not, and let him spe-
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book of Covenants given to the
world, it was thought wisdom, in
consequence of the persecutions
our enemies in Kirtland and some
of the regions around, that some of
the names should be changed, and
Joseph was called

ing God hleas you, He was also
called Gazelum, being a persan to
whom the Lord had given the Urim
and Thummim. He was also called
Enoch. Sidney Rigdon was called
Baneemy. And the revelation
where it read so many dollars into

the treasury was changed to talents. | the forty

Aund the ecity of New Yark was
changed to Cainhannoeh.. There-
fore when I speak of the Order of
Enoech, I do not mean the Order of
ancient Enoch, I mean the Qrder
that was given to Joseph gu;_it 1 in
1832-3-4, whiely is a Jaw inferiay to
the eelestial Iavw, beeayse ﬁqﬂ celes-
tial law required the conseoration of
ad. The law of
[Enoch only required a part. The
law of consecration in full required
that all the people should conse-
crate everything that ﬂ"ﬁ had;
and none wera exempt. 'The law

‘af Inoch ealléd upon cértain men
L only to eonsecrate,

Now did the people keep this
second law ? inferiod to the first,
The Lard picked out some of the
best men in the church, and tried
them if they would keep it. “*Now
I will,” says he, “try the best men
I have in the church, not with the
ce!estial law, but they shall conse-
erate in part, and have a comnmon
stock property among them.” And
in order to stir them up to dilizence,
re fixed ceriain penalties fg this
law, such as Heghall be delivered up
to the butfesing of Satan; sins that
have been remitted shall return to
him and be answered upon his
head, How did they get along
then? The Lord tells us that the

o

Baurak Ale, |
which was a Hebrew ward, mean-

- law

cify, and the man be satisfied. This js the
law of tithing, inferlor ta the full law of
consecration, and also Inferiar to the law
of Enoch.

Now far the ather porilan of the law of
tithing; say a man cames here with fift
$housand dallars and it is judged by pro-
per authority that forty thousand is rur-
Flus. He goes to work with the remain-
ng ten thousand and gets him a farm and
home, and enters Into scmc other busi-
ness, and makes not only & sufficiensy for
support, but finds at the vear®s end that
he has made a thousand dollars: he has to |
pay one tenth of that, that is a hundred |
dollars. This Is really the meaning of the
ward tithing. But the surplus property,
. thousand dollars, ave conscerated
a3 18 required In tho former part of the
t}{ﬁt' paragraph of the revelation on !
tithing,

How many of the Lajtes-day Saiots
have complied with even the Jeast thing
that God hgs given in property matters ?
' Perhaps & few, and no doubt many have
done well; and others have been earclesss |
not feeling to rebel agminst God, but a
little too careless or indiffercnt about pay- |
ing one tenth of their income. Now is
this right? Can we bg prospered as a
people ? Onght we wot to be ashamed if
we caunot comply. yith one of the leesor

5¢ It ececms to be the lgst law, in
regard to property, that God has given to
save this people, ‘xWE ought to ask our-
selyes, “‘Am

|

foifllling this Jaw ? Am [
pieparing wyself for the day when tiod |
shall require me to enter iuto tha higher
Jaw 1"’ will say that the day wiil come,
and Is not far distant when this bigher
law will be ecarrled into effect, not only in |
theory but in practice At present, so
hias eased up on the law in part, that ia
there i a revelation given in the year 1834,
on Fishing River, lu which the Lord saye,
‘Lot those commandinents which § bave
gigen, concerning. Zion and her law, be
xmu‘tcd and fulfilled after her vedepip-
ion.” That is ag much as fo say, “Yon
are nol prepared to keep them, If I donot
pow refieve you In some iweasure, from
the responsibliity, they will bring you
under great condemnetion.” The revela-
tion does not say that we shall not enter
into thal order, but we are not honnd by
enaliles so to do. Now I believe that
Let‘nre the redemption of Zion, there will

J | time,

stenec, but who has practiced upon
it? Wil yon take us in our lgpo-
rant siate? While we have heen exery
man for himself, and acecnmnulgtimzr ald
that he conld grasp, and almost negieet-
ing the lesser law of titling, eould it he
expected that the Lord womld say 1o g
people thus situated, and without experi-
ence In these things, go hacx to Jackaon
county ? There musl be a preparation heve,
and it wonld not surprise me, ¥ the
Kpirit of the Lord shonld come upon the
Fyeeldency of this people, and we should be
told to enter intothe higher law pertalning
to our property. Tho Lord wishes to put
it ont of the power of every man tohe
liffed up above his brother or his #lster, 8o,
far aa wealth or property Is concerncd, by
making his people equal, keeping them
equal; not by a division of properly, but
npon the principle of stewardsnipal
That keeps thomm equal. There ia
no chance of their becoming wuneqna
It is out of their power to be nncqual. If
& man loses all that hie has by fire, and
all *is stock should dle, the factls, he is
just as rich as all the others, becanse he
a steward. Fle owns nothing, neithes do,
they. “Baut,” inquires one, “‘shalt e
never hecome bouafide possesgars ¥ Yes,
Az we now see, ehlldren may be acting §
tiieir father, but stiil th.y aze consider
in the mind of the father as leing the
inheoritors of his mfrt,y at A certain
80 with tl‘;e atter-day Salnts,
They may be made stewards, but the
time will come, when they shall he hongas
fide Inheritors. The revclation tella wma
whgn that time shall come. That when
the seventh angel sonnds kis trumpel, and
after the ple have proved themselyea
in their stewardshipa, and when Jesus
comes In his glory, they shal be made

| possegsors, and ba made equal with him.

Conscequently when the Lord promised to
Abraham, Isaac and Jaeoh the land of
Cavaan, it was wo teatimony Lhat they

t shonld enter in poseeselon of that land

the next day after the promlise was wmade,
They had to wander about in it, spd proxa.
their worthiness untll the time sho
come when they shonld eome forth froag
their graves, and the earli should be
transfigured and ¢leansed fram the curse,:
then they shogld be made possessors, 8o,
v.:l]m the Latter- Saints. The Lowd
saidt on the 2nd of January 1331 ‘I deign,
to give to you a land of promlisc upon
which there shall be no enrse, when the,
Lavd shall come: behold this s my coven,
ant with you, that you shall reccive g
for an inheritance, while the carth, ghally
stand, aud poesess it azain iy eternily, wo,
more to pass away. This did nok vican,
that we should come in possessicn at tha
time, or in 18817 but when we bad proved,
ourselves us wise stewards, and had rens
dered up the account of cur stewardehipy
and had been accepled, then we ghou

' receive an inheritapce, not ouvly in time,

but while eternity should endunre. Amen,
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ZION’S CO OPERATIVE MERCANS
TILE INSTITUTION are the Folg,
Agents in Utah for the Singer Sew-_
ing Machines, which took the,
Grand Prize at Paris in 1867, aud
Vienna in ?73. Prices and terms
can be furnished on applfcation,
and are made to suff all cireum-"

stances. ~end for circu'ar. .
H. B. CLAawsoN, Supt.,

—

be & voluntary feeling to carry out the

w87 tf Salt Take City.



