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I HAVE been reminded, while lis-
tening to Brother Rudger Claw-
son’s regaarks, of the sayings of the
Savior recerded in the 6ih chapter
of the Gospel according to St. Luke,
22d and 23d verses:—

¢‘Blessed are ye when men shall
hate you, and when they shall sepa-
rate you from their company, and
shall reproach you and cast out
your name as evil, for the Bon of
man’s sake;

‘‘Rejolce ye in that day, and leap
* for joy: for behold, your reward is
great in heaven; for in the like
manner did their fathers unto the
prophets.”

It is frequently remarked con-
cerning the Latter-day Saints that,
there being so many storles told
abeut them, there must be some
truth_in some of them; in
w y to use thia famllin.rhu : |
‘““Where there is so mue nok
there must be some fire.” But it
is worthy of remark that from the
beginning, aceording to the history
that has come down fo us of the
deal of God with the children
~of men, every man and people who

rofessed to have a knowledge or

od, and who really did bave that
knowledge, or a portion of if, and
who were ralsed up by him, or
called by him, had to suffer perse-
cution, Btephen, the martyr,when
he was being stoned at Jerusalem,
said to the Jews: “Which of the
prophets have not your fathers per-
recuted? and they have slain them
which shewed before of the com-
ing of the Just One”—acéarcely a
prophet that had ever lived among
them who had not suffered persecu-
tion. XEven Moses himself, the
great law-giver, the great deliverer
of the Hebrew nation, who had led
them out by the exhibition of
mighty power, several times dur-
ing bis career came very near being
stoned to death, or killed by the
people. It is an evidence, an in-
fallible evidence, of truth to have
ution accompany it It is
not that every one who is reviled
and who is ted possesses the
truth. This dees not always fol-
low. But there never was a proph-
et of whom we have any azcount,
raised up in the midst of the chil
dren of men to proolaim unto them
divine truths, who did not receive
in his life and experience these
very things of which Jesus has
spoken. They were hated, they
were separated from the company
of their fellows, they were re-
proached, their names were cast
out as evil, they were reviled, their
lives were sought; and this was es-
mﬂly- the case with the Son ot
himself--a Being who spoke as
never man spoke, whose life was
an exemplification of purity, who
was without sin, whose doctrines
were holy and pure, who performed
mighty miracles among the chil-
dren of men, whose work and la-
bors were accompanied with great
power; and notwithstanding these
evidences of divinity which ac-
companied him, the generation in
which he lived, and by which he
was surrounded, were not satisfied
until they had slain him. It is
also recorded that every one of the
Twelve Apostles, excepting John,
died a violent death, There are
reasons for this which are made
plain in the Scriptures. There are
two powers; there is God and there
ls Belial; or, in other words, there
is'the Bpirit of God and there is the
spirit of Batan, These two powers,
or forees; -have been in existence
since l'll'llfl E';: Bxpgllad fle the
garden of n, atan has o
posed  God. '
mmdnm and purity. Each

of these influences has been oper-
ating the hearis of the chil-
dren of men. When the adversa-
ry has succeeded in overpowering
the truth, in slaying the servants

of An ghedding the blood of
innoeence, and the extirpation of
the power | . 8uthority ' which
God . estowed upon man has
besn a Iplished, then there has
been a lull, “has beén a cessa«

tion of that violenee which has at-

tended . the proclamation of the
traoth,  The extirpation of those
ty to p;:nlnim it

' eatest evidences o -
condition of affairs now existing
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attends what is called the preach-
of the Lord Jesus
Christ, Whenever a preacher is
popular ia the midst of a wiukled
ular

—_— -

man, Now, that is ‘certainly not | By overstepping the bounds of the
the teachings of the Bavior; all his| Constitution, or of the legal rif.hu
teachings are to the contrary. His|of individuals? Not at all. do
people are to bea meek people.  His | not look for any such thing; but I
people are-to be His| look for the time to come when

-

us must rise to the surface and be-
come a governing people. Where
in the race of life, as you witness it
among private individuals, do the

ualities that characterize the

generation, or a man is pop
who professes to be a miuister of
trath, you may set it down as a cer-

tain fact that

He has contended |

formed upon this.

in|aliar
Christendom is the popularity that | ly, io

that man does not
reach the truth as it exlsts in
hrist. Thereis nod ting thi

if this book (the . Bible) be true; if
there is any reliance to be placed
in “the word eof God. | .
there is a God, and as true as there
is a devil, the man that preaches
the truth to a wicked generation

As true as

will bring about the hatred of which

I have read in your hearing. -This

is just as true as that God lives and
that there is evil to combat, or that
Satan has power over the hearts of
the children of men: BSatanknows
very well that his time isshort. He
knows very well that if the truth

is proclaimed and believed in and

ractised by mankind his kingdom

# everthrown, that his power will
soen cease. Heénee it i that he
has aroused in every age and at all
times the ekildren of men to rage
against the truth.

Whether the Latter-day Saints
preach the truth or mnot it isfor
those who hear them and examine
their doctrines to decide; but there
8 this nofed fact connected with
the preaching of this truth, as im-
parted in this system which we
call the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ, that wherever it has been
preached it has raised batred, it
has stirred up animosity, it has en-
kindled the firées of persecution, it
has caused blood to flow, mobs have
been raised, houses have been
burned, fields have been destroyed,
grain has been burned, cattle have
been shot down, men and women
have been expelled from their
homes in the depths of winter, the
blood of innocence has flowed, and
all because men and women chose
to believe a system of religion that
differed from  that which is popu-
larly entertained. And there is
this remarkable fact connected with
the persecution of the people called
Latter-day BSaints—and it is the
same characteristic that attendod
the preaching of the goepel of the
Bon of God by himself and his

apostles—the chief persecutors, and
those who have stirred up strife in

the hearts of the people have been
popularpreachers—have been them-
selves, in toe mabpy instances, the

rofessed ministers of Jesus Christ.

t was the High Priests, it was the
Pharisees, it was the religious peo-
ple in the days of the Bavior who
were his chief persecutors, and I
am sorry to say the chicf persecu-
tions which we as a people have had
to endure have had their origia
with the same ¢lass, Why, I am
informed that one or twe, if not
more, of those men who formed
the mob that shot Elder Joseph
Standing, were ecircuic riders
preachers who professed to have
great zeal for holy religion and pure
morality. They were so filled with
zeal that they could not let two
young men travel in their country
and preach from the Bible, without
mobbing them!

As Latter-day Saints this ought
to cause us to rejoice. We should
not be angry, we should not in-
dulge in the epirit of revenge.
Buch a spirit is foreign to the gos-
pel. It is our duty to endure all
things patiently,uncomplainingly,
and with long suffering, putting
our trust in God, relying upon his
arm, awalting the deliverance
which he will bring to pass in his
own time and in his own season.
If I am persecuted and I turnupon
my persecutors in the gpirit which
they manifest, do I exhibit & spirit
that will bring down the blessing
of God upon me? Certainly not;
I would be no better than my per-
secutors. If a man strike me on
the one cheek and [ turn and strike
him again, retaliate, give him blow
for blow, do I by so doing manifest
that I have received any better
gpirit than the man who struck me?

|I think not. It is very natural, I

know, when we are reviled to turn
round and revile again; when we
are struck to turn round and strike
again; when we are abused to turu
round and abuse again. This is
the natural prompting of the hu-
man heart; this is tho natural feel-
ing of every man of epirit—not to
submit to indignity, but to resent
it ipstantly. Our codes are all
| The training
that we have had from our child-

hood upward, in the society of the

world, has been that a man who

submits to an outrage quietly is un-
Weorthy of the name of man; that

man who submits to be called
or to rebukes, or abuse, quiet-
is unwerthy of the name of

people are to leave the resul
him;-l- to nnbmlti--ihi'ml I;!h £
uietly, uncomplainin vhat 18, |
Eﬂ fﬁ?‘u' 9uﬁrjird mgﬁhm-
are concerned; to
to leaveit with him. He basgiven
unto his people a law upon this
subject, 1f our enemies comeupon

‘with
Dge

pray unto him,

us, or our families, once, e are te
bear it patiently aud revile not,
neither seek revenge, and we shail
be rewarded, If our enemies come

upon us the second andthiid times,

we are to bear it patiently, as on

the former occaslon, aud great re-

wards are promised. If they come

the fourth time, then the Jaw in an-

cient days, aud a8 the Lord has re-

vealed it to us, is thatthey sare in

our bands to do to them &8 We may

pleage; bnt if we then will spare

them, we shall be 1ewarded for our
rightecusness. [ speak of these
things because I know how painful
it is to submit to eutrages such as
have. been heaped upon us. Thers
are many such committed that are
almest unbearable, men feel as
if they could not submit to them;
but as I understana it, it is far bet-
(er for us to submit to these things
patiently, and without retaliating,
and leave the Lord to deal with
them, than to indulge in the other
gpirit and the other feeling.

There is a great anxiety in the
miods of many of the Lawter-day
Saints respecting the future. How
lobg must we submit to such
wroogs as we many times have to
endure? js & question that arises
very frequently in the minds of the
people. We bave been in these
mountains nearly thirty-three years
—thirty-two years last July. We
had wore freedom in some respects
the first few years we were here
than we have to day, notwithstand-
ing" our growth, notwithstanding
the numbers ot the people have
lncreased to so greal an extent,
notwithstanding the labors that
bave been performed; and there is
& natural anxiety in the minds of a
great many people as to how long
theee things will go on as they are,

and some are almost discouraged.
There was a (lmue whien (harougfiouc

these valleys, from one end to the
other, drunkenness wWas8 compara-
tively unknown. Drinking saleons
were not permiited, gambling sa-
loens were -not licensed, nor did
they exist; other places which I
need not name had no foothald, or
existence, in our midst, and from
one end of the Territory to the
other there was a condition of af-
fairs which everybedy who loved
good order and peace admired, I
frequently meet with gentlemen
who knew us a few years ago, who
+prak of the unfavorable change
which has taken place in our af-
fairs. The Latter-day Baints real-
ize very fully how great this change
bhas been, Our sons and daughters
are now expoaed to temptations of
whick they kuew nothipg in former
years. We had the power, which
we exercised, to control these af-
fairs, bot as I explained here not a
great while ago, we have now found
out that the charter of this eity,
which we supposed gave unto the
municipal authorities all the power
neceseary to.control, regulate, and,
if necessary, prohibit .the institu-
tions and practises to which I have
alluded, is limited in its power to
stop the sale of liguor. So the ju-
diciary bave ruled. Monster peti-
tions have been gotten up by the,
women of this city and presented
to the Ciuty Counecil, askiog for the
prehibition of liguor saloons; but
in vain. The City Couwncil are

| Fuwarle&a in the matter, because of

udicial ruling. Naturall, the iu-
quiry arises, how long sbhall these
things continue? Shall all the
hopes respecting the future ot this
country, respectiug the future of
Israel, be blotted out? Are we to
be disappointed, and a condition of
affairs be establiched here which
wiil perpetuate all the evils exist-
ing elsewhere, from which we have
fled? It I thought this would be
the case I should be discouraged.
If I thought for one moment that
we should not have power in the
future as we have had in the past
to maintain righteousness and a
righteous rule and good order in
this country, I should feel exeeed-
ingly diseouraged But I do not
look for a perpetustion of these

this
tains shall have the
nuglht_ to have—the power to elect
the

laws and to enforce them; when
the majority of the people shall
have the right ‘L:

'she rule -in this _
hnxs beendenied us up to the present
e,

-+ artly because of th

tter-day Saintsfail to win sucess?
We have temperavcs, : frugality
union, true leve, honesty, industry
and ochastity., *“'No,”” says  one,
“pot chastity,” Yes chastity! for
among no other ple vpen this
centinent is chastity respected as it
is among the Latter-day Baints,
Where will yoeu find these qualities
fail in being successful? They are
always successful in private life,
Ifyou want 8 maa to suceéved, if
you want your son to succeed, you
say to him ““my wson, be truthful,
these valleys, particularly in this|be honest, be industrieus, be frugal,
city and the country round about,\be cheste, avold drunkeéenness,
who are using every influence injavoid wicked society, avoid taking
their power to prevent the Latter-|the name of God in vain, govern
day Baints lraving the power tha! | your speech, be temperate in all
citizeus of the United 8 ates have|things, aud you wiul Eucceed.”
elsewhere, They say that if we | What father who loves his children
gel this power*and this authority | dees not impress upon them the
it will be impossible for them |importance ot these qualities? And
to live here, that they will have to | these are the qualities that domin-
leave the land; that there will be |ate among the Latter-day Saints.
soch a reign of terror, or sueh a] I had occasion to go to a gentle-
condition of aflairs that no ene will{ mun here within a week to trapsact
be able to endure it, except.ibe{some business. ; He has been: do-
Mormons, or Latter-day Saints,}ing business here for some years,
themselves; and by the publica- | Without my leading him on at all
tion of such stories as these, by | be said tn me #I never dealt with

ople throughout these moun-
' power they

rown enact their own

gay what shall be
land, a right that

Why is this right dqpi?d us?
© lears of peo-
ple . who live in our Mi—kgaoh
imaginary fears, or their pretended
fears. There is a clags of people in

evils. I expect the day will come
when this people, if they will be
true to themselves and the princi-
ples which we have espoused, will
have power to control aflairs
throughout these mountaine, Shall
we do this by violence? Not at alk

waguifying all the trifling things
they see done, by calling attention
to plural marriage; and by givivg »
false representation of the power
that is wielded by the Jeaders o/

honest & people as the Mormons.
They pay their bills, they meet
their engsgements; you can rely
upon them. Apny mouvey. that |

ave lost I have not lost it through

he people, aud by the ecireulationfthe Mormons.” I felt thankful
f the most infamous falsehoods, | that this man could say this about
they create an impression abroad | us, aud yet we afe not near so hon-

that is unfavorable to us and to our
rights. | .
o the providenceof God I recog
nize all these things as likely 1o
aceomplish much good for us, 1
myself feel it is important that we
as & people should be trained; that
we should Jdearn theose lessons that
are necessary to enable us to tem
perately and properly exercise
power when we gain it} and [ have
hoped that, by submitting to these
tbhioge, by enduring them-—as we
bhave had to do fur many years—z
leeson would be taught us that
neither we nor our poaterity should
ever forge!; and that when the
time should come for us to exercise

Our ruftf riglice as A merioan oitizens,

~e might be able to administer the
laws and govern in such a way that
all should be protected, that every
man of every creed, of every na-
tion, and of every people, should
enjoy his rights In our midst as
perfectly as if he were in full faith
with the majority of the people.
Not the right to do wrong, net the
right to practise iniquity, not the

right to trample upon his neighbor,

to intrude upon his rights, but the
right to do that.which may seem
good in his own eyes, 0 long as he
should not thereby interfere with
the rights of others; the right to
‘worship God as he pleases, to call
upon him in any form that may be
acceptable to him or his conscience,
to believe in God, or not to believe
him if he chooses, so Jong as the
| belief, practice and rights of his
neighbor shall not be 1lgﬂu;t»z*l'rl:lptwgtj.
Until we can reach this condition
and entertain these views and carry
them out, it would not surprise me
if we should be kept in subjection

I wish to say for the encourage-
ment of the Latter-day Baints,
becaunse I have some times thought
there was a feeling of discourage-
ment creeping over some of the
people, that some were letting
down the bars and yielding to the
influences around them and almost
giving up in despair, feeling that
all that had been spoken concern-
ing our fature is very doubtful or
not likely to be fulfi led—I there-
fore wish to eay for the encourage-
ment of the people to-day that the
time will come, a8 sure as God
lives, that all that has been said
concerning us will be falfilled.
There is a great destiny in store for
this people called Liatter-day Saints,
They canpnot be repressed. Mr
Evarts may issue his circular, he
may send to the nations of the
earth, and the ports of the United
States may be closed against our
emigration. The law of 1862,
against plural marriage may be en-
forced with rigor, and everything
be done that can be by those who
are determined to check the growth
and development of this people,
and yet there is & power connected

with them that capnot be
unless the ple themselves be
extirpated. Anything short of

this will fail, will fail entirely, in
sccomplishing the stoppage of tLhis
work., A people such as this, with
all their Manlts—and our faults are
numerous--but possesing such gnali-
ties as are being developed among

i
{

st a8 we should be; but there fis
his to be sald im our favor, we sre
truggling in this dinection, strug-
ling 1o be honeet, struggling to be
:ru;hfu I. We have raireu a stand-
rd which is much higher than we
ave atlalpned unte., It i an’
elevated standard, but there is this
{0 be sald for the people, if their
standard is high they are struggling
zo attain (o it. If not indeed to s0
reat an extent as we ought to do,
still it can be said we are strug-
gling to be truthrul, henest and
temperate, and we deplore intem-
perance, profanity, litigation and
strife, emuity and hard feelings.
L say there;isa hope for a people who
have a standard of this kiond, aud
ceally so when they hsve men
E:hnlr midst—as [ thank God we
Ve—wWho ate not afraid to tell the
prople when they do wrong, to tell
them their faults to their fages and
say unpleasunt things to them.
There is ene thing about the lead-
ing men of this Church they do
not depend upon the people for
their support. It is not necessary
for them to tickle their ears by fiue
speeches aund pleasant things,
They can say rough’ things, un-
pleasant truihs, becsuss they ale
independent; Lhey ean live wilh-
out the aid of the people by the
iodustry of their own hands, and
they are not afraid of some of their
deacons or some of the eougregation
taking execeptions to their manner
of speech and cutting off their gal-
ary. Why it esuch unpleasant
truths were told, as have been told
to the Latter-day Saints, by minis-
ters of different ,denominations,
who do you think would give them

acall? Would they receivea call to

some other place and bepaida high-
ersalary?Not,heir style would be too
unpleasant to be popular. Well I
bave hope for this people while
this is the case, and I pray that we
thall always have men here who
are not afraid to tell you and me
our faults and warn us of them and,
reprove us, for ““better the reproof
of & friend than the Xiss of an
enemy.” -

It is not going to be a great while
—and many of you will see it toc—
before Lhere will be a great revolu-
tion in the earth, Just as sure as
the Lord Jlives the day will come
when there will be consternation
not only in fereign nations but in
our own nation. The people of this
Republio are actually treading up-
ona voleano and they do not know
how soon the fires may burst forth,
how soon the governmental fabric of
this nation, the maost glorious the
¢eua has ever shone upon, the best
that man without the priesthoed
bas had uponthe earth, shall tnm-
ble. And wh)?Through the coriup-
tion of the people. The best
government . becomes the worst
government when the people be-
come corrupt, when bribeiy, brib-
ery .in high places 1ules, when
political parties condescena to pur-
chase votes, 'T'he power of a
government is weakened when
Senators, Representatives, 8an
Presidents get their places iJ.F the
use of money. Woe toa nation
when this becomes the oase, It Is




