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THE SALT LAKE METHODIST
PREACHERS’ POLITICAL
CAUCUS.

Tire Methodists preachers of Utah,
or of this part of Utah, appear to be
a very earious set of people, and
not quite so consistent as they
might be. They had a political
caucus the other day, at the First
M. E. Chureh in this city, and for
a very strange purpose. It appears
that this political caucus grew out
of the political caucus held by a
number of Methodist preachers in
Boston, Mass,, a short time previ-
ous, in which' Boston caucus Bish-
op Haven was instrumental in hav-
ing President Grant nominated for
a third term. This wise Salt Lake
Methodist-preachers’ caucus was
for the purpose of protesting
against the Boston Methodist
preachers or any body of ministers
holding a political caucus and plac-
ing anybody in nomination for the
presidency of the United States,
ulso of repudiating the action of
Bishop Haven’s Boston Methodist

caucus and declaring plainly and
emphatically that the Balt Liuke
Methodist preachers would not con-
sider themselves bound or in any
wise eommitted by the action of
their Bosten brethren.

This was all very well, so far.
The Methodist ‘preachers of Balt
l.ake had a perfect right to meet ifi
council and protest against what
they might consider the impropri-
ety of Methodist preachers, or any
other religious preachers, mixing
things mundane with thingsextra-
mundane, andespecially of helding
a political caucus, or sort of religio-
political primary, for the purpese of
nominating a candidate for the
presidency of the Unrited States,
and not only that, but also of tak-
ing a more audacious step and nom-
inuting President Graut fora third
term, the first third term in the
history of the nation, a proceeding
which no purely political caucus,
we believe, has yet done, and to do
which is generally considered an
act of particular political daring
and hardihood, |if not of bravado,
and of defiance of the general pres-
ent political sentiments and certain-
Jy.of political precedents, and of
the venerated political traditions of

the country at large.

If the Salt Lake Methodist
preachers had done this and rested,
they would have done well, very
well indeed for them. Bat they
were not satisfied to rest with this,
They had not sufficient commmon
sense to let well alone. They must
needs do more, utterly spoiling
what they had already done, and
exhibiting one more remarkable in-
stanceof human,Methedist andmin-
isterial inconsistency. It wasvery
unwise of them to do it, but they
could not see the unwisdom of their
further steps, That is the charac-
teristic of unwise people. Indeed
they are so deluded as to believe
that their unwisdom is the height
of wisdom itself., Hence the pro-
varb—‘"Fools rush in where angels
fear to tread,” a preverb verified in
¢his instance, for we do not think
for'one moment; if a number of an-
oels had met and made such a pro-
test and repudiation as we have
seen that these Salt Lake Method-
ist preachers did, that those same
angels would have continued their
iaceting  and done what these
preachers did.

What did these preachers further
proceed to do? After protesting
anzainst - the DBoston Methodist
preachers or any religious preach-
ers holding a political cauvcus and
putting anybody in nomination for
ihie presidency of the United States,
these Salt Lake Methodist preach-
ers, to show the extremeness of
their protest against and repudia-
tion of their Boston brethren, did
actually continue their own politi-
cal caucusand put President Grant
out of nomiuation for the presiden-
cy! What strange inconsistency,
to be suie! To lecture brother
preachers on their inconsistency in
holding a political caucus, and the
wrothy lecturers at the same time

the two caucuses being that one
voted ‘“yea’ and the other ‘‘nay,”
upon the one identical subject.
The Boston Methodist preachers’
caucus voted “*for Grant,” and the
Balt Lake Methodist preachers’
caucus voted ‘““not for Grant.” The
Salt Lake caucus did absolutely
vote against Giant,but did not vote
absolutely for anybody else.
However, if they did'not vote actu-
ally “*yea” for anybody, they took
good care to indicate very plainly
their preference. Who would guess
the name of that preferred individ-
ual? It was none other than the
amiable and immaculate M¢Kean,
the once chief justice, but unbench-
ed in administrative disgust at his
gross perversion of law and justice,
his rank and passionate prejudices,
and his rabid vindictiveness.

Not only did these Salt Lake
Methodists, in political caucus as-
sembled, declare that Grant should
not have their vote, but they were
kind enough also to assert that he
ought not to have the nomination
or suppert of any religious body,
and the powerful reasons given Yor
this opposition to the present in-
cumbent of the presidential chair
were that President Grant bad
taken a weak and vacillating course
in dealing with ‘Mormonism;”’
had summarily removed the saint-
ed McKean, and other federal ofli-
cials aflfiliated with the Balt Lake
ring, and appointed to office men
more in barmony with the policy
of the administration; and had
otherwise indicated the dissatisfac-
tion of the administration with
certain other high-handed proceed-
ings of certain ringite federal ofli-
cials in Utah. In brief, these Salt
Lake Methodist preachers, in peli-
tical caucus assembled, declared
against Graunt for re-election to the
presidency of the United States
because he would not recklessly
everride the constitution and be-
come a fierce and relentless perse-
cutor of the ‘““Mormons” unto the
death. He had not shown that he
was ready to become a Claverhouse,
a (essler, an Alva, a Nero,or a
Caligula. If Grant had manifested
himself a ruler of some such
stamp, these Salt Luke Meth-
odist preachers, in political cau-
cus assembled, would have sup;
ported him tooth and toe-nail-
would have accepted him giadly,
third term and all; would have ap-
plauded to the echo the actieh of
their Boston brethren, in political
caucus assembled; and would have
announced to all the world that
Grant was mnot only eminent-
ly worthy of re-election, but
eminently worthy of the nom-
pation and support of every
religious body, the ‘“Mormons”
alone not to be imciuded, because
their fate would have been to be
killed off, exterminated, and that
speedily and summarily.

In the resolutions of these Salt
Lake Methodist preachers, in poli-
tical caucus assembled, there is
much said of the old stereotyped
kind, slanderous and abonnding
with rabid prejudices, concerning
the ‘““Mormons.” Afl this we shall
pass by without fuither comment
at this time.

Rather let us relurn to our sub-
ject proper. The application of
such epithets as weak and vaclilat-
ing to President Grant will strike
most people as singzularly inappro-
priate, as in the light of a new dis-
covery, for if he has earned a char-
acter for anything, in the publie
estimation, it is tor firmness aud
stoendfastness, to an extraordinary
degree, in the line of pclicy or
course of action which he may have
chosen. Mrs. Grant herself, and

““obstinate’” man. The trouble with
some federal officials in Utah ap-
pears to have been that they have
not really understood what. has
been the policy of the President
and the administration towards
Utah, but have mistaken therefor
their own thick prejudices and rab-
id action, and consequently have
suddenly run ruinously againsta
snag, to their own utter discomfit-
ure, astonishment, and dismay.
Such was the fate of the ring be-
landed and Balt Lake Methodist

ed McKean, and he can’t see it to
this day, for his violent prejudices
have made him mentally as blind
as a bat in many things.

We may not agree with President
Grant in everything that he does,
but nevertheless we think he ought
not to be needlessly and unjustly
assailed. We may not consider

that he is the best candidate that

could possibly be chouesviy for elen-!
tion for the next presidentias tviw,
but at the same time we may fear-
lessly assert that it would be easy
to find a great deal worse candi-
date, and we may also fearlessly
assert that the characterization
which these Balt Lake Methodist
Brmchﬁra,in litical caucus assem-
led, have n pleased te put
upon his Utah poliey, is not in ac-
cordance with the facts in the case,
and that consequently it really
does President amnt an injustice,
which the Salt Lake Methodist
preachers should be the last people
on earth to do, even though they
be in political caucus assembled,
and for the purpose of protesting
against preachers’ political cau
cuses, Political ecaucuses, even
when composed of Methodist
preachers, should at least aim at
truth and justice, and the more
bungling marksmen they are, the
more careful aim they should con-
sider themselves bound to take.
One thing in the action of these
Salt L.ake Methodist preachers, in
political caucus assembled, will
strike many people with astonish-
men:, and that is the evident pre-
ference manifested for McKean
over Grant. The President has
done a good deal for his country,
his party, and his friends, and we

do not like to see so distinguished
a man sbabtbily treated by Lis whi
lom friends, even Lthough they be
Salt Lake Methodist preachers, in
olitical caucus assembled. As the
eneral-in Chief ef the Army of
the Union,Graut put down the civil
war and restored peace and compar-
ative prosperity to the distracted
and desolated country, and he has
pearly served two full terms as
Chief Magistrate besides, without
any further war and with a very
material reduction of the public
debt contracted daring and in con-
sequence of that civil war.

Now what has McKean dope to
entitle him to the gratitude or re-
spectful consideration of the nation,
or any material part of it? Before
he came here, he had no record
worth particular note. All his not-
able record has been made in Utah,
and what a record! A succession
of little else than bluhders, ending
with summary removal and dis-
grace! Bilter and needless attacks
upon the people of the Territory,
resulting in their insuperable aver-
sion to and emphatic alienation
from [him, and detestation of his
name! If he meant well, then was
he one of the most unfortunate men
in the world in illustrating good |
intentions by bad actions. et
such is the man so plainly and os-
tentatiously preferred before Presi-
dent Grant, by the Salt Lake Me-
thodiat ISpiscopal preachers, in po-
litical caucus assembled.

The repudiation and abuse of
Gramt was bad enough, but this
marked preference of such a man as
McKean to him “was the most un-
kindest cut of all.” To take a man
not fit to sit upon a territerial
judzment seat, and prefer him be-
fore a double term chief magistrate
of the Union, the mighty soldier
who put to flight the armies.of the
aliens, or would-be aliens! This
was too much, even for Methodist
Episcopal preachers to indulge in.
if thev were in political caucus as-
sembled.

Well might the bard exelaim—

Elow, iﬁnw, thou winter wind,
Tnow art not so unkind

she ought to know, says heis a very |

preachers’ political caucus belaud- | iz too bad!

As man's ingratitude

Thy tooth is not sc keen,
B-cause thsu art not seen,
Although thy breath be rude.

Here is President Grant, the
great successful general of the
Union, the Chief Magistrate of the
Union for two terms and possibly
for three, a Republican and by
some luoked upon as theonly salva-
tion of that partty, a Methodist in
membership or attendance, his ex-
cellent wife an exemplary member
of the Methodist church, and bim-
self heretofore supposed to be ful-
ly supported by the Methodist
fraternity generally, and in whose
favor they have said so much, and
now the Salt Lake Methodist
preachers, in political caucus as-
sembled, incontinently turn their
backs upon him and denounce him
in no mincing terms! Really, this
t isshameful! ! It is
scandalous! It isoutrageous We
protest against all sach false friend-
ship, such blagk-hearted ingrati-
tude; we repudiate it and desire it
to be distinetly understood that we
will net stand or sit committed to
the sanction of or sympathy with
any such unworthy proceedings.

Lastly, since the Salt Lake

Methodist Episcopal preachers, in
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pudiated and denounced Grant and
the third term, the public at large
throughout the Union must take it
for granted that the third term
theory isirrecoverably exploded and
that Grant as a candidate for re-
election has nct the ghost of a
chance.

Dancing Parfties.

The Winter is the proper time of
the year for indoor recreation and
amusements to be engaged in by
those who wish to do so, and the
most promineat among the means
used to some of the long even-
ings of the season pleasantly is the
social danecing party. We have a
few _suggestions toe ofler upon
the subject of parties of this
kird, directed especially to the
Latter-day Saints, To begin with,
dancing, though perhaps intrinsi-
cally harmless in itself, does not
form any part of the religion ef the
Latter-day Sainte, but is permitted
siraply for their amusement aund
recreation.

We do not esteem attendance at
dancing parties the most appropri-
ate way for members of the Church
to spend their evenings. We much
prefer to bear of the organization
of improveme sieties, literary
institutesand Rin institutions,
with which ociated the de
livery of lecturgs pn religious, sci-
entific and ot subjects, which
will have a di tendency Lo im-|
prove the minds of the hearels.
Certainly we have no objection to
well regulated dancing parties for
those who have litile to do and
need exercise, for bodily exercise is
beneficial to health.

All parties of this as well, in
fact, as of any other kind, should
be conducted in accordance with
the rules of the strictest propriety,
though without unnecessary afiec-
tation or restraint, that the utmost
decorumn may prevail. Reform is or
should be the order of the day
among the Saints,and this progress-
ive and reformatory spirit should
extend to the conducting of our
dancing parties as well as anything
else, for the need of an improve-
ment in that regard must be self-
evident to all who claim to be
Saints. In the first place there
should besomething like a definite 'r
rule regarding the more common-
sense and decorous times for open-
ing and closing such parties, which
rule has been of late conspicuous
for its absence. Se far as this mat- |
ter is conecerned, cireumstances
sometimes alter cases, as, for
instance, in the wvarious settle-|
ments of the Territory there ap-
pears to be no valid existing rea-
~on against dancing parties com-
mencing at such bour in the after-
noon or evening as to allow
plenty of time for those engaging
in the pastime to have as much of
this recreation as is good for them,
and close never later, but as much
eariier as desired, than ten o’clock
at night. Ib thiscity, however, the
circumstances are somewhat differ-
ent, many people who may wish to
attend parties of this nature being
engaged in business of wvarious
kinds and unable to leave their
avocations till late in the evening,
yet under no consideration what
ever should such Part-i&a be kept
open after eleven o’clock, and they

by parties engaged in them is at
least indecorous, not to say vulgar.
Mr. Dio Lewis, in writing against
“round dances,” states that all a
sensible person needs to convince
him of the indelicate, not to say
indecent, character of such dances
is to imagine a couple standing up-
on the floor, without whirling
around, in the attitude or rela-
tive position of persors engaged
in dancing of thiat deseription,
It may be urged that there is only
evil in a matter when evil is made
of it, and that thousands of people
engage in round dances who have
not the shadow of an evil thought
in their minds, bat we are now
talking to Latter-day Saints, whose
duty it is, according to the nature
of their religion, to “shun the very
appearance of evil.”

In a conversation in the Presi-
dent’s oflice, Dec. 4th, 1875, with
Bishops Layton and Smith, on
the subject of dancing, President
Young said that it was bis mind
that dances should cemmence from
one to two in the afternoon, and
dismiss from 9 to 10, That was the
plan he had adopted iun this city in
the early days of the Territory, and
which he wished to see adopted by
the bishops in the settlements, He
had led out in this way himself
from the commencement of the
settlement of the Territory, and
set the example in his own prac-
tice, and his mind was still un-
changed.

- Daucing was no part of our reli-
gien, but when we attended to it
for our amusement, we did it in the
name of the Liord, just as weshould
attend Lo any other business,

With regard to round dances, he
was opposed to them, from begin-
ning to end, from top to bottom.
Round dances were first commen-
ced in and still continue brothel
house dances.

GEORGE REYNOLDS.
(Clerk to Prest. Young.)

I endorse the above statement.
(Signed) = BrIiGmaM YOUNG.
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New Music.—*“Parted From Our
Dear Ones,” song and duet. A4

‘““Dear Heart, We're Growing
Old,” song and chorus; and an an-
swer to the above—**Tis True
Dear Heart We’re Fading,'’ deecid-
edly one of the most beautiful, both
words and music, of all the popular
songs of the day, and sure of im-
mense popularity.

All the above are published by
Geo. W. Richardson & Co., Boston,
have only just been received by
Calder & Careless, and are for sale
at their music store, Main St.

Brainard's Musical World.—The
December number of this popular
musical monthly cluses its twelfth
yvearly volume. The Musical World
isnot only the oldest and largest
musical monthly in the  country,
but it is by far the best, cheapest
and mest popular. Each number
contains thirty-six pages of the
cholcest new music, both voecal and
insfrumental, and original, inter-
esting and instructive musical
reading matter, edited by Xarl
Merz, the welil-known wmusical
writer, The publishers have with

should close earlier when reasoana-
bly practicable.
late hours is not conducive to the
moral, physical, or intellectual
health of individuals or communi-
ties, but decidedly deteriorating in

those respects,and should therefore
be discou by the Latter-day
Saints. The keeping of late hou

is also a direct breach of the revela-
tion in the Book of Doectrine and

ovenants, in which the Lord com-
mands his disciples to retire to rest
early and to arise early in the morn-
ing.

i very important matter in con-
nection with dancing parties is to
adopt rules so as to exclude from
them all objectionable characters,
on moral grounds; this being especi-
ally necessary im view of the num-
ber of individuals who evince an

morals of the young peeple of the
community.

The next and not the least im-
portant thing to be considered in
this cennection is the kind of dane-
ing that should be engaged in at
those parties, there being some
kinds that are becoming, - while
others are decidedly the opposite.
Of the latter class are those gener-
ally denominated ““round dances,”
to which there should be unquali-
fied objection, if only on the ground

The keeping eof l

business liberality reduced the
price to enly $1.50 per annum, post-
paid, and give each subscriber
eitber a copy of Karl Merz’ “Musi-
cal Hints for the Million,” a book
of 216 pages, invaluable to any one
interested in musie,—or two por-
traits of musical celebrities, which
can be selected from a list of forty-

rs'l eight. A valuable list of premiums

is also offered for clubs.
For sale at Calder and Careless’.
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The British Mission.—The fol-
lowing is from the Millennial
Star—

“Merthyr, Sept. 23, 1875. — The
Saints throughout this Conference
are in excellent feelings, more espe-
cially where they have taken to out-
door preaching, which, by the by,
is quite general throughout this
Conference. We have baptized
twelve persons recently, and there
is more than that number who have
given in their names to be baptized
at an early date.

‘“As the out-door season is draw-
ing to a close in this part of the
country, on account of the wet sea-
son setting in, I intend to order, at
an early date,a few thousand tracts,
and to start the Jocal priesthood
distributing them in their Cc-

that the position generally occupied }

tive circles,.—W. J. LEWi1s,”



