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stealsight of heaven and of his co religion
ests whatever man and the law may
aasay offof the relation andtatsthis demand of judge powers
is made in excess ofat the law
sogo as to render it impossible torfor a con-
scientiousious mormon to make the
promise which would save him from a
prison its utterance is a piece of
consummate and it is arbi-
trary and lawless in attempting to
enforce it he violates the law I1justbat as
much though in a different way as the
defendant on whom hebe vents ilishis vin

while pretending friend-
ship and admiration

thebe powers falmi nation then af-
fords no basis for a settlement of the
pending question it does not give a
final of the phrase that has
been sono twisted and distorted in order
to putpat good men in prison and it doedoes
not formulate a promise that is justif-
ied by law or could be taken by any
man who respects hisbis own honor and
his covenants with hisbis wives and with
his god

WHAT IT INDICATES
I1

pe response of the mormon pris
goers in the penitentiary to tue condi-
tional tender of freedom by governor
west is a characteristic document thothe
position taken by the signers is a grand
one were it not lorfor the bitter preju-
dice existing against them they would
be viewed with universal admiration
because of the conscientious stand
they take indicating a willingness to
forego even earthly

I1
prospect for

thehe sake of conscience and
principle it is in this age
of grovegrovelingling selfishness a widerwander
fulfill spectacle of self abiega 0on to
presentTresent to the world and will have a
strong effect now and hereafter

we do not hesitate to assert that the
attitude assumed bybv those sufferers
for religionI1 and honor is an exhibit
of the ground upon which the commu-
nity of latter day saints stand upon
as a whole this planting of the
feet with unwavering firmness
on the sacred rock of human
liberty is not confined to that portion
of the people that has practically
adopted the marital system on account
of which the brethren have been im-
prisoned it permeates the entire body
religious it only requires the neces-
sarystrattoscircumstancesreum stances to prove this to a
demonstrationstrattow it is a matter that not
only touches religious practice but
theory as well inid conconsideringsideria this ex

subject it should bee viewed
from this broad standstandpoint
and noteno merely as the resolutionresolution
of a few men who are now deprived of
their liberty indeed it is notat they
alone wilb suffer therhe deleterious
effects of the crusade spreading as
it does its poisonous arteries through-
out the entire community the body
being affected in one part feels the
shock acutely as an entirety the
men who formulated and signed the
response are made of the same kind of
metal as their brethren who are with
them in spirit though not in person

it is not difficult in the course of
events to comprehend the character of
the issue involved in the controversy
to which the latter day saints are an
enforced party the prisoners assert
that incarceration for life or death
itself would be welcome in preference

i to a course that to their conscientious
minds would be dishonorable to the
point of despicable perfidy this
is no boastful assertion because the
statement which embodies the senti-
ment of the community as a whole
comes from men who probably love
liberty more than life they are de-
privedrived bf their freedom being shut uupp
ina a foul prison therefore they do not
speak from the standpoint of mere
theorists they know what imprison-
ment meansmains and being willing to ac-
cept of it torfor life rather than discard
their families and renounce any princi-
ple of their religion itneeds nonoistretch
of the imagination to believe that tilethe
conditional relinquishment of life
wouldwoold be almost as readily accepted

suppose that the cruel crushing pro-
cess applied to the latter day saints
is to proceed what are to be the re
salts it must be a perpetual process
of imprisonment on a gigantic scale
with failure as the inevitable effect
therefore all the expense of the
inquisitorial and disgraceful coer-
cive methods will be use-
less all the heartburnings sorrow
suffering and sickness piled upon an
honest people will be thrown away for
the very means of intended extirpation
will cause the roots of their religion to
goa down deeper and deeper into thaheartshearts of the martyrs their children
and their childrenchildrenle children As the
lord livlivesesthethe honest convictions of
this people cannot be crushed out by
the relentless hand of persecution

the only means by which religious
opinions which will always find ac-
tive expression can be crushed out otof
a community is to slay those who are
impregnated with them if when
bloobloodlessdiess methods fail as they surely
will resort should be had to wholesalesale
murder foulfoal and a mammoth slaughter
should be ordered in accordance with
the theory of mr maury the govern-
ment prosecutor before the united
states supreme court and the
old time obarbarbarousbarous business
of wiping out unpopular religions isin
blood be employed the effect would be
no more efficacious for the ariuprinciples
lor which the martyrs suffered would
sti truth crushed to earth
would rise again so plentiful

a sowing of the seed ofef religion would
nothot be in vain out of it would arise
a condition that would be a

more potentpatent and unassailable than
the one whose extinguishment was
sought
let thosewho scoff at the bare idea

of a resort to bloody methods for the
obliteration of the mormon religion
consider the savage sentiments of
some men in influential places olithiaon this
subject and remember that the in-
crease of such sanguinary feelingsfee lings leads
to appropriate action aytheyaethea spread
the local efforts to precipitate an issue
that would cause mormonism to be
annihilated in blood are well
known it is quite understood
that the leading local antlanti mormon
agitators have burdermurder in their hearts
it is not difficult to prove this asseasser-
tion

r
it is not long since their chief

newspaper ergun in this city threatened
a recourse to blood and murder pro-
viding means should fail in the
attainment of th result nearest their
hearts this was according to the
statement of that source to be the
dernier resort It serves to show that
nonomoreadre bitter hatred ever inspired the
crueltiescruel ties of any crusades whwhichc fur-
nish the blacker pages of history

but as already asserted force will
not destroy religious conviction and
it can nd more be prevented iromfrom find-
ing active expression by that means
than a thunderbolt can be imprisoned
by tying it with a cotton thread the
situation is clearly and
defined those who find pleasure otor
expect glory frofromm applyingI1yangI1 the
inzins process to so nonobleaffe a people the
latter davday saints are wewelcomecome
to all the or fame
they can obtain from that source they
will find in time that they have been
pursuing something more fruitless otof
satisfaction than a shadow for peace
they will obtain misery and instead of
glory execration will cleave forever
to their memories though justice
may be tardy in her movements she
moves steadily and noiselessly towards
her rightful victims and when she
seizes Theirtheir throats it is with an iron
grip that can only be unclasped by the
hand of omnipotence

A TRUTHFUL
ENT

THE lancaster pa of
may ath contains a column of corres-
pondencepon dence from washington on the ar-
gument of ronshans george ticknor cur-
tis and F S richards in the snow
cases before the supreme court of thefhe
united states it Is written in excel-
lent style and gives a truthful and suesuc
cint epitome of the case and of the
arguments

the writer has been to utah and de-
scribes the flue appearance and schol-
arly attainments of apostle snow and
shows how he kept the edmunds law
by living with only one wife he says

the author of the law and
those who favored its passage by
congress declared that its pur-
pose was to prevent the ffuture prac-
tice of polygamous marNimarriagesagea it was
announcedannouncect thatth at its object was not to
break up family relations whichamen had
been formed when there was no enact-
mentpent making polygamy a crime the
issues ot such marriages were lefiti
mati zed the common understanding
was that while the male polygamists
would maintain their

I1 plural families
support and care for their different
wives they must live and have inter
coursenscourseas man and wilewife with one
woman only

there is no doubt that this was the
view taken of the purport of the ed-
munds act at its passage but the
courts in utah have so manipulated it
that it bears specially upon those to
whom it was not intended to apply
the men and women who have been inin
the plural family relation for years
and have children and grand-
children associated with the system
are picked out for judicial vengeance
ald visited with painpains1 and pen
alliesalbies no matter howho w much they
may have endeavored to comply gitil
the spirit of the statute bostleAapostle
snow is an eminent example oi this
As the writer of the article from
which we quote explains I1 the gov-
ernment was not able to prove that he
had lived with more than one of his
wives after the enactment of the ed-
munds law yet rulings were enade
to fit the facts and convictions followedallowedf
aslaasa matter of courseand the judgej who
made those constructions when the
case was appealed sat in review
uponu on himhimself and by his casting vote
affirmed Ms own rulinrulingss it

the argumentnt before the supreme
court is briefly reviewed and des-
cribed as ingenious masterly and
most eloquent the following in re-
lation to tale learned advocate tells
how he isig esteemed at the seat of gov-
ernment

mr curtis is one of thelthe few great
constitutional lawyers of the old school
remaining his literary fund is quite
equal to his reputation as lawyer
and advocate he is the author of0 a
history of the constitution one of the
most admirable books ever written onon
the subject his biography of daniel
webster is a masterpiece of01 biographi-
cal literature his life of james bu-
chanan is known to all pennsylvaniansians
his review of the last services of gen
mcclellan recently published is hav-
ing an extraordinary sale as it well
deserves to have A venvenerableemble man
highly intellectual in appearance andauT

aa easy and graceful speaker mr
artis spoke todayto day with the lire of

with all the impressive-
ness of age

this is the legal sage audand literary
leader whose unblemished character
was madymade the object of the vilest
abuse from the salt lake organ of the
conspirators because he produced ar-
guments that the libelous varietyvarlets
could not reply to the writer in
the gives due credit
to the young mormon attorney mr
EF S Ricbards llandand speaks of his aniquite severely upon some
of the remarks of the representative
of the government reflecting upon the
morality of the mormonscormonsMor mons he says
it was beautifully and tellingly

done
the position of the mormonscormonsMor mons who

are required to abandon their wives
virtually declare that they are sim-ply distressesmistressesmistresses in order to escape a
prison and the proof their determina-
tion not to do so affords against the
charge that they practice polygamy for
lust are sharply put and tae whole
article is truthful and forcible the
writer is to be congratulated as a rare
example of journalistic veracity on a

mormon subsubjectjept and the
is to be commended for publish-

ing the communication

MISTAKING THE ISSUE

THE christian union is glad that the
constitutionality of the laws of con-
gress prohibiting and punishing poly-
gamy in the territories has been
brought before the supremepreme court

by a no less able lawyer than the
venerable george tichnortichnor curtis butsbut
believes there is nothing in the con-
stitutionution to prevent a law makinmaking co-
habitation witha woman as wife ade-
quate as evidence of marriage in sup-
port of aa prosecution for polygamy 11

the christian union is entirely inmis-
taken as to tthehe nature of the cases
woichwhich the supreme court has
dodged from deciding upon the
polygamy phase of the mormon
question was not before the court
tilethe points to be decided were whether

manmail who lived all the time in a sesepar-
ate

par-a
house from a woman whom liehe nad

married many years becore and who
rarely saw her and then only in com-
pany with someonesome one else could be
punished for criminal cohabitation
and whether his presumedfumed offoffeliseetise
thus constructed could be segregated
into setseparateparate offenses during a series
of years so as to10 multiplyI1 upon him
the extremeeitreme penalties oaplof the law the
court could not sustain such absurdi-
ties established by the utah courts so
it evaded the issue by decladeclaring it had
no jurisdiction

the christian union will find upon
investigation that polygamy is not be-
ing attaattachedattackedcued in utah the efforts of
the federal officials here are directed
towards the breaking up of quiet
homes and the persecution of people
who are dwelling in peace injuring
nobody but having a faith which is
obnoxious to their persecutors they
cannot be reached by the polygamy
laws they concontractedtraded their mar-
riages at too remote a date forfof prosecu-
tion some of them have not lived
with more than one wife since the en-
actment of the law against cohabita-
tion with more than one woman

theae are the men who are assailed
the crusade isiis I1 a profitable one to its
promoters it bristles with feet it
affords a fine opportunity for the grat-
ification of bigotry vindictiveness and
avarice it is popular because the

christian public like the christian
union vainly imagine tha polygamy
or the marrying of more wives than
one is and punished
the official effort is not in ththatt direc-
tion but in the paying line ll11aof harass
taling imprisoning and despoiling hus-
bands and fathers and disrupting and
matingmaking desolate industrious and affec-
tionate families and all this in tilethe
pretended interest of home and chris-
tianityti

we wish that papers like the chris-
tian union would try and obtain cor-
rect information on the mormon
question before commenting upon it
but that would be hoping for too much
we are sure that if the true inwardness
of the present anti mormon cru-
sade were comprehended even those
journals which are the most opposed
to the mormon system would pro-
test against the iniquity and infant
nonbeingnow being perpetrated in the name of
the government and under the pre
tence of law

LAUGHABLE clumsiness
WHEN mendacity goes to the most ex-
treme bounds it becomes grotesque
and consequently to some extent
amusing the chief organ of ththe utaheUtah
conspiracy against the peace of this
commonwealth in its unbroken course
of falsehood makes suchsuch ffrantic breaksbreak
beyond the barriers of truth that taits
contortions are frequently provocative
of laughter it has an active
tion butbat often betrays the most clumsy
inventive power in forming the bases
for its prolific crops of conspicuous
inexactitudes 112 here is an illustrative
instance from this mornines issue

it is almost certain that joseph F
smith penned the decurdocument which

was addressed to governor west and
signed by the polygamists in the pen

this is another striking example of
imitating the senseless ostrich which
when pursued sticks its head in the
sand and imagines itself hiddenbidden from
sight while tileth posture only serves to
throw other and more formidable por-
tions of its physical structure into
greater conspicuousness

our vicious forgot
that all communications to iniinmatesnates
olof the 11 pen 11 are examined by the
warden before tey are delivered it
ought to have given that gentleman
who is an intelligent officer credit for
being able to understand that gover-
nor west is not one of his wards and
sufficient good sense to deter
him from sending a communication
addressed to his excellency into the
interior of the prison it is not ex-
ceedinglycee supsupposableisable as the paper re-
ferred to woundwould make it appear that
the warden would mistake some one
or othorother of his wards for the governor
and deliver to him a correspondencecorrespondence
intended for the chief territorial ex-
ecutive

A statement of the saniesame sheets be-
lief that the NEWS review of the doc-
ument was penned by the same hand
to which it attributed the paper ad-
dressed to the governor is of a piece

tiou embodied in ththe quotation at the
opening of this article if we
had an idea that it would
do the writers of our nauseous

good we would tender
them some sound advice it is evi-
dent however that they are too far
gone to be affected by a salutary and
ffriendly influence it jais to be hoped
nevertheless that in pursuit of their
daily vocationvocation of falsification they will
be a little more ingenious it isia bad
enough for them to be so much given
to mendacity but it makes mat-
ters worse when the work is done with
such a transparently clumsy hand they
should think a little A little thought
would do them good and would be so
refreshingly novel in their columns
let them try it and see the effect
Otherotherwisewide if they will continue to
plowglow along like the unthinking
horseorse I1 or the ruminating long eared
animal let the standard article on

mormon slavery menaceenace to the re
bublic prostitution of the ballot

houldbould not be entrusted with making
of the laws A foreign government
within tilethe united states no mind of
their ownOwownetaneteetc be stereotyped it
would save scribbling and
tion and would make not a
particle of difference to the readers
by all means have it stereotyped
many of the professed friends olof the
sheet would be no more nauseated
with fredinff eding on the same dish as
they are now the ingliinflictionaction would
nounon be increased while the expense
would be at leastleas a trifle reduced

A SAMPLE UTAH METHODIST
PRIEST

THE levant 17heralderald published in con-
stantinoplestantinople and printed partly in
french and partly in english con-
tains in its issue of april a letter
signed james D gillilanGilI iJan methodist
episcopal minister tooelethoele utah U
SSAA the writer says he noticed in
the DESERET NEWS an announcement
ffromrom the levant herald that some el-
ders of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints had held a meeting
in constantinople and so he proceedsproceedsto endeavor to enlighten the people of
the turkish capital in reregard9ard to utahaffairs after the style of his tribe hesays

utah is not the most prosperdhslis
of the nine territories of thet e
union the public school is a thing
unknown in utah the
rians congregationalistscoin and metho-
dist Eepiscopalpis copal have the greatestgreatet
number of schools in the territory
NothnothingilIg can be known of the purity

and innocence of the cormonsMormonMor mons irom
the reports of the city and county
prisons since every city officer is amormon and only gentiles as non
cormonsmormonsMor naona are calledarecall edae apprehended 11

there has always existed in the
united states laws against plural mar-
riage and did exist alalso itin mexico at
the time the saints settled in tillsthis re-
gion even before it was acquired by
the united states government thegovernment never drafted a man in the
mexican war the U S govern-
ment paid the way for of the self
styled exiles but their leader Brig haroharnyoung the prophet of the lordpocketed the money 9111

the foregoing selected falsehoods
are enough to stamp the character of
the creature who penned them they
need no refutation here they were
sent abroad where there was little
danger of their meeting the eye of one
familiar with utah affairs every
Metomethodistodist in the territory who reads
those extracts knows that their tooelethoele
minister is a latter day ananias

the tooelethoele people who have treated
him with nothing but kindness can
understand the sort of pious snipe that
has perched itself at their county seat
things of that kind should be
let severely alone it will be creep-
ing around with canting pretencespretenses
to entice children to be taught in a
purely secular manner without refrefer-
ence

er
to religion and will then pri-

vately falsehoods into the minds
of the young about their parents and
their faith of such Is not the king-
dom of heaven

butbat of such are most otat the pious
and impecunious frauds who are hired

to come here and entrap the rising
generation while they misrepresent
abroad all they see and hear and so
prepare themselves for the fate of the
liar and the hypocrite let them
alone

FUNERAL JUNKETS

THE philadelphia news makes some
vigorous strictures on thothe doings of
congress at funeral junkets bethinkwe think
they are justified if the alleged facts
are correct representative oates
has declared that the regular ffuneral
escorts made whenever a member of
congress dies become drunken de-
bauches at the public expense these
congressional funeralsf are very expen-
sive to the country and according to
vouchers sworn to by the at
arms a large portion of the money
ggoes for liquors for the moumournersrners
the ffuneral junkets of the
present session have cost the
country the snug sum of fifty
thousand dollars it would re-
quire a great deal of whisky and an
enormous number of cigars to make upu
half that amount and why should
LUC lutei UL a legislator require
such a flow of fiery liquid and suen an
immense cloud of tobacco smoke
the look of the whole thing is bad the
example to the nation is bad and the
moral it conveys is bad surely some
better method of paying respect to the
departed congressman could be de-
vised than surrounding hisbis corpse
with the fumes of ardent spirits and
sending him off to the grave in smoke
congressional funeral junkets ought
to bee better regulated or entirely
stopped

if you have pain and palpitation of
the heart it indicates a congecongestive con-
dition of the system especially of the
kidkidneys and liver which can be re-
moved only by warners safe cure

an editors friend
NEW CASTLE pa march 1885

I1 had a of the liver
and let it alone until it got a firm holdbold
of me took seven or eight bottles ofwarners safe cure and am perfectaperfectly
well without pain rF J MELANEY
editor clarion
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