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should not be neglectful respecting
it. If the members of this Chureh
had their ancestry aud kindred back
for only a few hundred years, they
would oot e able to do the Temple
work fur all. OQur lives are too short.
There is out time enough Lo uo this
work in this life, but we should do
nll we ¢an ot it.

The thme will come when we
shall have at our conferences, not
only one overflow meeting but many
of them, in different buildings,
Perhaps we shall have some in the
Temniple,

Elder J. M. Tanaer,

No drubt the benefit we derive
from Lhuse, conferences depemds
much upon the attentivn we give
them. [I a man would make prog-
ress intellectually, he muet devote
attention to the effort; so if he
would have his faith increased and
his spiritual pature strengthened,
he must give attention io the teach-
iugs he hears from the servants of
the Lord. No deubt some of the
Baiuts at 'this Conference will gu
away more benefited than others.
HBome will leave feeling the neceesi-
ty of reforming tiheir lives, bot
others will have their minds too
much eugrossed in temporal mat-
ters to attend to their spiritual wel-
fare.

The Jews of all patious have a
pimilarity with each other. They
have simitar putposes aud aims, aud
have preserved thoir identity as a
race. They have been aided 10 do
this by the early traiming they
received in nssembling together at
Jerupalem from distant regions and
countries to receive religioua instruc-
tion. No person who has attended
this Conference in a proper spirit
will fail to feel that he has been
amply repaid for so doing. In the
times of Solomon’s Temple, there
were Jdifferent gntherings held in
different parisof the Temple grounde
to reeeive instruction. e pee iu
modern Israel a similar eondition.

The speaker dwelt upon the cele-
bration of Easter by the Roman and
Qreek churches, and in the Holy
Liand, describing the same in an in-
teresting manner. He also deseribned
ut length the ceremonivs and exer-
cises which take place at Easter, in
the Church of the Holy Sepuichre
at Jerusalem, portraying the ignor-
ance and fanaticismof the worship-
ers., He also deacribed the babel of
confusion which exists among the
different Christian secta of Jerusa-
lvm, and their hatred of each uther,
showing how the Intidel Turk was
cowpelled to iuterfers to prevent
Christinns from slaying vach other.

How different it is with usl With
what a different feeling we greet
each other! The scene we bebold
in this city touay fis vastly different
from what we would see in Jeru-
salem on the telebration of Easter.
[ know thnt God does live in the
midst of His people. | have seen
many manifestations of His power
among them. I pray that the Saints
may tuke with them to their homes
the spirit of this conferencs.

Bishop ©. F. Whitney.
I rejoice in the testimonies which

have been borne at this conference. | dark
My soul has been fed, aud T have|frult lies with ourselves. Latter.
bee:n strengthened, edified and bullt | day Baluts who will lead chaste and
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up by w at [ bhave hean!. While
sitting here I have been trying to
recall how long a time bas passed
since [ received n knowledge of the
truth of this work. I think it is
about thirteren years. When » smatl
boy my mother frequentiy took me to
meeting, but [ did not like to go, to
git ona hard bunch, and listen to
preaching that I did not under-
stand, though at times { felt the in-
fluence of the Spint, of the Lord,
We have been told that our minds
must uot be too muvh engrossed
with the things of the world 1f we
woull understami and appreclate
the things of God. This is the rea-
son, perhaps, why [ did nobappre-
ciate thas Gospel till [ became a
yonng man. Perhaps [ bad heen
too foml of social pleasures, theatres.
bhalle. amusements, ete. At all
events the veil was not lifted from
my mind until I had been ealled
and had gone forth on & mission.

I well remeniber uttending the de-
batw between A postle Ormon Pratf
and Dr. Newmaun, ou the questiou:
“‘Does the Bible Sanction Polyua-
my.” | was then a boy of 14 or
15. L thought Dr. Newman uat
times was getting the hest of the ar-
gururut, because he was more elo-
guent, because he shouted louder
and swung his artns more thau
Brother P'ratt. But when alone
and friendless in the missionary
field, not kunowing where [ was
pext to tind food and sheiter, and
when | had received a testimony of
the truth of the Gospel, and was un-
der the influence of the Hpirit of
God, [ read the debate hetween
Apostle P’ratt and Dr. Newman,and
was astonished at the impressions 1
had formed of it before. | learued
then that eluguence is not argument
nor noise and fury the truth and
power of God.

On returning from my mission
some of my young friends predicted
that I wculd get over my religious
feelingsand be as | had heen before,
but I had prayed fervently to the
Lotd tbat [ might never lay off the
Gospel harpess.” It has «ver since
been my desire to labor for the ad-
vapncement of the kingdom of God,
and this I have done, though well
aware of my shortcomings and im-

periections.
{ heard of a veteran IKlder ouce
aay to a yonthful coovert, who

wus brimming over with zeal and
enthusiasm in the good work: ¢Oh,

you’ll get over all that. Weall
teel that way in the first place.””
I haveoften pondered upon those|
wonls, and when I have heard aged |
men, who for 30, 40 or 50 years have
been engageldl in preaching the
Gospel, bearing testimony to its
truth 1o burning words, [ have
come to the conclusion that that
man was mistaken, and that there is
no reason why our testimony of the
truth should grow dim, or our zeal
abate, if we live and labor as we
should. Aslong as a mnan will live
for the testimony of the spirit he will
have it. [t would he & goad thing
if wealways had humility enough,
when our spiritual. strength
wanea and our winds grow
to  confess that the

pure, termperate, fuithful lives. will
wever have occssion to say that the'
fruits of the Guapelare hoss Bwest tn
them than formerly. But if we
practice fraud and trickery, if we
wurship Mammon, if we are jealous
of aml vonspire againgt each other,
if we lust after forbidden things, we
are very linble to say: I once felt
full of enthusiasny and zeal, but |?ve
got over it now.” There is always
a pood reason why a tree fails to
blos:om and beear fruit. The testi-
mony of the Gospel in the Hosem of
a mau who lives as he should live
will grow brighter and brighterunto
the perfect day.

Persecution and tribulstion can
be horne patiently by the faithiful,
and 1If we Buccessfully hLear the
burdena placed upon us, they will
minke us stronger. The blagta that
sweep through the branches of the
forest oak, or mountain pine, the
snpws thatsdeseend and well nigh
bury them, the caturncts that tum-
ble upon them from the bills, only

give them grealer vigor and
lougevity. 8o with ocur soula. Ir
trials come amd are horne, they

benefit us. If our pride is clipped
and humbled ovveasionally, it d[:)eeg
ug gol. God is a careiul gardener,
He trims our upper branches some-
times, 8o that we will not grow ull
to top, and 10 order that our roots
may strike deeper and our charae-
ters be made stronger. There never
has besn and upever will be top
much trouble in this workl, God
koows best how much we Deed,
There nevel Wwas n Man Or a people
vhosen to do a great work in the
enrth, that did wnot have to endure
burdships. Who were the ancient
Romansg? Outlaws, fleeing from
justice. Butthey grew strong un-
der  hardships, fighting for their
very existence, until they be.
came men of iron, jpowerful
enougl to ecouquer the world,
Bo with the stalwart Greeks who
overran Juxurious and effeminate
Persia.  Qur mission is not war, but
peace. Qur warfare in oot agafast
our fellow-men, bul against evil
principles und powers, and that war
fare begine 4t home. We must first
fight against ourselves, conquer our

own lusts and pasgipns, our own
pride and selt-will, aud thus, as
saved beings, he enabled to save
others.

Never letus have it to say that we
once had a testimony that “Mor-
mopism?’? was true, hut that we’ve
outgrown it. We cau not ontgrow
“Mormonism.”” We may grow too
stnal} for it and dropout of it, A fire
will burn as long as it is eupplicd
with fuel. The Holy Ghost is the
fire of God kindled in our heuarts,
Phe fuel that will keep it burning
is gooi deeds, pure thoughts, noble
words and kind aud holy and benev-
olent desires.

The choir sang an anthem.

Benediction by Apostle J. H.
Smitl.

JoHN NI1CHOLSON,
Clerk of Conferece.

Kansas Ciry, April 8.— The
election for eity officers and mem-
bers of the City Counell undegthe
Australlan system is in progress here
today.



