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shouldhould riotnot be neglectful respecting
it if the members of this church
had their ancestry and kindred back
for only a few hundred yearb they
would not be able to do the temple
work for all our lives are too short
there is not time enough to10 tio this
work in this life but we should do
all we can of it

the time will come when we
shall have at our conferences not
only one overflow meeting but many
of them in different buildings
perhaps we shall have some in the
temple

elder J qt tannerranner
no debtd abt the benefit we derive

from these conferences dependsdepend
much upon the attention we give
them itif a man would make prog-
ress intellectually liehe devote
attention to the effort so if he
would have his faith increased and
his spiritual nature strengthened
he must gitegie attention to the teach-
ings he hears from the servants of
the lord no doubt some of the
saintssainte althisalthis conference will go
away more benefited than others
someborne will leave feeling the necessi-
ty

1

of reforming their liviesa but
others will have their minds too
much engrossed in temporal mat-
ters to attend to their spiritual wel-
fare

the jews of all nations have a
similarity with each other they
have similar purposes and aims and
have preserved their identity as a
race they have been aided toro do
this by the early training they
received in assembling together at
jerusalem from distant regions and
countries to receive religious instruc-
tion no person who has attended
this conference in a proper spirit
will fail to feel that hebe lieshas been
amply repaid for so doing in the
times of solomona temple there
were different gatherings held in
different temple grounds
to receive instruction we see in
modern israel a similar dondiconditiontion

the speaker dwelt upon the cele-
bration of easter by the roman and
greek churches and in the holy
land describing the same in an in-
terestinggerestite dg manmannerner he also described
at length the ceremonies and exer-
cises wwhich take place at easter in
threthe church of the holy sepulchre
at jerusalem portraying the ignor-
anceance and fanaticism of the worship-
ers he also described the babel of
confusion which exists among the
different christian sects of jerusa-
lem and their hatred of each other
showing howbow the infidel turk was
compelled to interfere to prevent
christians from slaying each other

how different it is with with
what a diffiedifferentrent feeling we greet
each otherlother the seenescene we behold
in this city today is vastly different
from what we would see in jeru-
salem on the celebration of easter
I1 know that god does live in the
midst of his people I1 have seen
many manifestations of his power091among them I1 pray that the saintsints
may take with them to their homes
the spi this conference

bishop 0 PF whitney
I1 rilrejoiceloice in the testimonies which

have been borne at this conference
my soul has been fed and I1 have
been strengthened edified and built

up by w at I1 havehaive heard while
sitting here I1 have been trying totc
recall how lunglong a time has passed
since I1 received a knowledge of the
truth of this work I1 think it isif
about thirteen years when a small
boy my mother frequently took meteme to
meeting but I1 did not like to go to
sit on a hird bouchbench and listen to
preaching that I1 did not under-
stand though at times I1 felt the in-
fluence of the spirit of the lord
we have been told that our minds
must not be tod much engrossed
with the things of the world if we
would understand and appreciate
the things of god this is the red-
son

rea-
son perhaps why I1 did not appre-
ciate the gospel I1 became a
young man perhaps I1 had beeni
too fond of social pleasures theathetheartrestheatrestreaatres
balls amusements etc at all
events the veil was not lifted from
my mind until I1 had been called
and had gone forth on a mission

I1 well kememrememberber attending the de-
bate between apostle orson pratpratt
and dr newman on the question

does the bible sanction polyga-
my I1 was then a boy of 14 or
1615 1 though dr newman at
times was getting the beat of the ar-
gumentgunnent because he was more elo-
quent because he shouted louder
and swung his arms more than
brother pratt but when alone
and friendless in the missionary
field not knowing where I1 was
next to find food and shelter and
when I1 had received a testimony of
the truth of the gospel and was un-
der the influence of the spirit of
god I1 read the debate between
apostle pratt and dr anand
was astonished at the impressions I1
hadbad formedforatd of it before I1 learned
then that eloquence is not argument
nor noise and fury the truth and
power of god

on returning from my mission
some of my young friends predicted
that I1 would get over mybay tt legious
feelings and be as I1 had been before
but I1 hadbad prayed fervently to the
lord that I1 might never layofflay ark
gospel harness it has ever since
been my desire to labor for the ad-
vancementvan cement of the kingdom of god
and this I1 have done though well
aware otof my shortcomings and im-
perfections

I1 heard of a veteran elder once
say toto a youthful convert who
was brimming averover with zeal and
enthusiasm in the good work ah

get over all that we all
feel that way in the first place f11

I1 have often pondered upon those
words and when I1 have heard aged
men who for 30 40 or 50 years have
been engaged in preaching the
gospel bearing testimony to its
truth in burning words I1 have
come to the conclusion that that
man waswaa mistaken and that there is
noDO reason why our testimony of the
truth should grow dim or our zeal
abate if we live and fator as we
should As long as a maninan will livejive
for the testimony of the spirit he will
havehe ve it it would hebe a good thing
if we always had humility enough
when our spiritualsspiritual strength
wanes and our minds grow
dark to confess thatthat the
fault lies with ourselves latter
day saintosainte who will lead chaste and

pure temperatetempt rate faithful lives will
uever have occasion to say that the
fruits of the gospel are itassse sweet tot
them than formerly but if we
practice fraud audand trickery if we
worship mammon if we are jealous
of and conspire agaagainst each other
if we lust after forbidden things we
are very liable to say 1 I once felt
full of enthusiasm and zealbut uve
got over it now there Is aalwaysways
a good reason why a tree fails to
blostblossomom and hearbear fruit the testi-
mony of the gospel in the hosom of
a man who lives as he should live
will grow brighter and brighter unto
the perfect day

persecution and tribulation can
be borne patiently by the faithful
and if we successfully bear the
burdens placed upon us they wiltwill
makemabeusus stronger the blasts that
sweep through the branches of the
forest oak or moutmountainitalin pine the
snows that descend and well nihnigh
bury them the cataracts that tum-
ble upon them frow the hillsbills only
give them greater vigor and
longevity so with our souls if
trials come and areaire borne they
benebenefitfitusus if our pride is clipped
and humbled occasionally it does
us good god is a caretcarefulul gardener
he trims our upper branches some-
times so that we will not grow all
to top and jnin order that our roots
may strike deeper and ourmur charac-
ters be made stronger Thethererenevernever
has been and never will be too
much trouble in this world god
knows best how much wave need
there never was a man or a people
chosen to do a great work in the
earth that did not have to endure
hardships who were the ancient
romans outlaws fleeing from
justice buttreybut they grew strongarong un-
der hardships fighting for their
very existence until they be-
came men of iron powerful
enough to conquer the world
so with the stalwart greeks who
overran luxurious and efateffeminate
persia our mission is not war but
peace our warfare is not against
our fellow men but against evil
principlessciples and powers and that war-
fare begins at home we must first
fight fiagainst ourselves conquer our
own lusts antiand passions our own
pride antiand self will and thus as
saved beings be enabled to save
others

never let us have it to say that we
once had a testimony that mor-
monism was true but that weweveave
outgrown it we can not outgrow
cMormormonismmonism 111 1 we may grow too

small for it and dropdropoutout of it A fin
will burn atas long as it is supplied
with fuel the holy ghost is the
fire of god kindled in our hearts
therhe fuel that will keep it burning 4

Isis good deeds pure thoughts noble
words and kind and holy and benev-
olent desires

the choir sang an anthem
benediction by apostle J H

smith
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KANSAS CITY april 8 the
election for city ofilofficerscers and mem-
bers of the city council unde nhe
australian system is in progress nerehere
today


