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THE  DESERET WEEELY.

I had the pleasuretof wttending two'

conferences during the present month,
one at 'Frisco and the other at Sacra-
mento, A most enjovable time was
had at both places by Salnts, Eldera
and friends. A. grand picnic and
ball was given the Elders after
veach conference. It seems that one
has to go on a missjon in order to fully
appreciate the assoclation of friends.
The joy and pleasure experienced by
such meetings is due to the six months’
separatlon of 8aints and Elders, to-
gether with their falthfukness In dis-
charging thelr duties and obeying the
Gospel. Such Mve and unlty must ex-
Ist among any people who are striving
10 keep the commandments of God.
At- the close of the conference the
Elders received thelr new appolmnt-
ments and set out for another six
months' labor among those who sit In
darkness. Al feel greatiy benefitted
and strengthened by the instructions

received during conference and Priest-.

hood meeting and wenlt forth with re-
newed energy and n stronger deter-
mination to discharge their dutles as
servahts of , God. Much prejudice is
being allayed by tlie persistent efforts
of the Biders, assisted by the—~Saints,
Many friends are being made and the
Mormon people are belng more
thought of and thelr doctripes are be-
lwlng investigated by thousands of pea-
ple.

In the cities the Elders And it neces-
sary to pay thelr way. Street preach-
Ing 1is ecarried on extenglvely and s
productive of mueh good. Thousands
of peaple are thus reached and listen to
the Gospel that would never enter the
door of a hall or church. All classes of
peaple are being taught the true plan
of salvation upon the streets of this
state, so the rich as well as the poor
and loafers, hear its preclous truths.

I had the honor of listening to the
last publie address uttered by our be-
loved Prophet and leader, President
Wilford Woodruff, delivered before the
Saints In their hall om 909 Market
atreet, San Francisco, on the Sunday
before he passed away.

California s  still suffering

from
drouth. The sugar beet and

grain ecrop

was a fatlure in the southern part of ]

the state. The people prediect an
abundance Of rain the coming winter.
People having relatives Ip this part
of the state and desire us bo call on
th;m wil klndiy send thelr addresses.
am your brother in the Gos

Christ, Lol
ELDER BYRON A. WEST,
Fourteenth Ward, 8. L. Clty, Utah,

Bacramento Conlerence,

The 'Sacramento conference convened
in Sacramento, City, Oct. 9.

Elder E. H. Nye and wife of the Cakl-
fornia mission were in attendance, hav-
Ing come from San Franclseo for the
purpose of participating 1n the ser-
vices,

Our conference president, Elder U, E.
Stoker, presided at the meetlngs.

After the usual opening exercises
Elder Stoker set forth the object of the
conference and weleomed all to attend
its sessions,
thorities were presented and unani-
mousky sustained. The dutles of the
varions officers in the Church were ex-
plained by Elder Stoker,

Elders H. J. Bodily, N. F. Egan,
Byde A. West, C. A. Mickelsen, Elder
Hovey, John Mliller, Orvill Coftley and
G. C. Chlld spoke on the first principles
of the Gospel and bore testimony that
Joseph Smith was a true Prophet.

The afternoon session opened with a
greater number |n attendance. Elder
N. D. Jackzon was the fArst speaker,
taking up the questlon of divine author-
ity. Jno. T. West, Harry Halnes, Al-
vin Benson each spoke on Gospel prin-
clples.

The general Church au-|

Nye each spoke ‘bearlng strong testi-
monles of the truth of the Gospel and
reported that they ‘had baken great joy.
in their labors.

Elder E. H. Nye eccupled the re-|
malnder of the time and related some’
of the great glfts, powers and hlessings'
that we as a people enjoy. He said
that we live in the very midst of mira-
cles and prophesying,

The* evening services were well at-
tended by Salnts and 4nvestigators. El-
der N. E. Stoker delivered an address
upon the authenticity of the Bible and
spoke of the restoration of the Gospel,
and he_bore hls testimony to the truth
of the work as promulgated by the Lat-
ter-day Saints,
| Elder Nye made eclosing remarks,
calling attentton to the falthful and
energetic labors of the Elders.

At the Priesthood meeting Monday
many timely instructlons were given to
the Elders by Elder Nye. All felt that
a good work had 'been done and that
bright prospects were before us.

At the social Monday night all had a
most excellent time. A well prepared
program of music and recitatlons.

The branch of the Church establised
ere is growing and many truth-seekers
are jinvestigating the principles of the
1 Gospel.

Any mail sent to 405, I15th St, Sacra-
mento, will reach any of the Elders la-
borlng In this conference.

A. G. BOHMAN,
Conference Presldent.
EDDIE GARLIC, Secretary.

The Testimony of the Gospel,

Blue Shin District, Heard Co.. Ga.,
Oet. 26, 1808,

In the Atlanta Journai, published
Oct, 14, 1898, an article appeared con-
taining the report of fifty of Georgia’s
newspaper men, who had been to Salt
fLake City. They publish to the world
Just how they found Salt Lake Clty
and the Mormons, amnd gave a very good
report our people and praising Presi-
dent Brigham Young. They acknowl-
edgze him a3 one of the greatest men of
his age. This is helping our cauase
as missionaries very much. It has
taken nway a great deal of the preju-
dice that has existed in Georgla.

My companlon !s Smith D, Rogers of
Snowflake, Arizona. We came into the
county of Heard on September 4th,
1898, and commenced our labors and
have met with success up til the
present. time,

Once we held a meeting In a school
house and had a large audience, The
Spirit of God was with us and we weare
able to speak with great power. After
we had dismlssed our meeting, a rev-
erand gentleman told the people to
keep their geats. He turned to us and
asked: “Are Brigham Young and Jo-
seph Smith members of your Church.”
Then he began to denounce us and the
doctrines which we werce preaching.
eapecially the eighth .article of our
faith. He sald this gave us a loop hole
to take one part of #e Blble and re-
Ject the balanece, and by adding the
Book of Mormon. Therefore we were
adding to the Bilble; therefore plagues
Iwil] be added unio us. Elder Rogers
answered him and told the people that
would speak the next night on the Book
of Mormon. We had a larger meeting
than the nlght before, -people coming
from s8everal mijles around. ' Elder
Rogers spoke for one hour on the Book
of. Mormon, When we dismissed the
meeting the reverend gentleman ecalled
the peopie to~order and continued to
vilify the charactér of the Prophet Jo-
seph 8mith, Preadant Bricham Young,
H. C. Kimbalil and others. When he was
through, 1 arose and testified that I
kpew that God lives and that Jesus|
was the Son of God and that Joseph
Smith was a Prophet of God. Since

Sisters John B. Miller and Hattle M.,

that we have been treated with the
greatest respeot, and have been preach-
Ing every night. We are holding.about
eleven meetings per week. We are Dow
im what i3 known as the Blue Shin
district, where Elders Lyman and
Cowley were preaching about the year
of 1883. We are stopping at the same
house where they stopped.

The following Incident s related
here: Elders Lyman and Cowley were
treated very badly while preaching at
a4 church called Salem, and at a place
where Brother Spradlln was bullding
a mill dam. Brother Lyman sald that
before long there will come so mueh
water down thls creek that it will rise
thirteen feet above this dam. “"Well,"
safd HErother Spradlin, I had better
take It out.'”” “No,” said Brother Ly-
man, "it wHl not hurt your dam.” He
added, "*“These fruit trees wlil cease to
bear fruit and this land w!il almoat
cease tp grow crop.”

Brother Spradlin says that the next
apring there came a flood of water down

that ereek. and going over his dam
thirteen feet higher than the dam. He.
aaya he measyred it himself. The trees

did not bear ffults. and they have only
got thelr lamds to ylelding any kind of
a crop. He says that he belleves in
prophesy now.

God s blessing us c;lnlaii sldesr.

our brothers In Christ,
: D. H KIMBALL,
SMITH D. ROGERS,
Address: Franklin, Heard Co., Ga.

In Gearglne
Pittman, Ga., Oct. 20, 1898,

It is indeed gratifying and Inapiring
to read from the columns of your pa-
per the weleome weekly visitor to thou-
sands of Elders, Saints and friends, of
the progress and success of God’s work
among the people of the world. It is
a new Impetus to greater efforts.

In ronnection with Elders W. M.
Woolley and Wallace O.Bunting, I have
been laboring in Gwinnett county, Ga.,
alnce conference, which was held July
9th and 10th. We have been blessed
with frlends and valued opportunitiea
in metting the Goepel Yefore the people,
and thus today we see the fruits of our
labats. We sowed and watered and
God gave us the increase.

We have enjoyed our labors very
mugh In Georgla and In this enjoyment
the Lord has seen fit to eall us elze-

where, A sad and painful task now
awaits us, and that s, after seven
monthe of Joy and sunshine |(n

Dixte L.and to leave Sainte and friends
and journey to the States of Mlississipp!
and Alabama, and labor in the respec-
tive conferences. Friends wishing to
write to E!der Bunting may address
him, Courtland, Ala.,, and friends can
favor me with good news by writing ta
me at Meridian, Miss. our trip via
the Shoe Leather Express is a long one,
and while we are trudging along the
dusty roads. in anawer to the mind and
will of God, we desire the faith and
pravers of Zion.

JOREPH HUGHES,

WALLACE O. BUNTING.

IN THE EUROPHEAN MISSION.

[Millennial Star, Oet. 20, 1898.]

Arrivals—The following missionaries
from Zion arrived at Southampton per
American Line 8. s. Pennland, on Octo.-
ber 12. 1898: Far the British mlsslon
—William Smith of MIIl Creek, For
the Scandtnavian mission—Peter Jem-
sem- amd A, A. Larsen of Geneva, and
A, H. Erickson of Salt Lake City. For
the German misslon—¥Waller Alder of
Ralt Lake City and C. R. Jeppesen of
Geneva,

Anpalntment—WIiliam  Smith has'
beenr appointed Yo labor as a traveling
Eider In the Birmingham conference.



