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GENERAL conference
AFTERNOON SESSION

sunday april 5

conference assembledreassembledre at 2
the choir sang
0 say what is truth stisITIs the fairest gem
that the riches of worlds can produce
prayer by president william budge
the choir sansausang11

11

though deepeningdeep ning trials throng your way
press on press on ye saints of god
the sacrament of the lords supper

was administered
the clerk presented the general au-

thoritiesthorthorl ittesties of tilethe church to be sustained
by the conference as follows

john taylor prophet seerbeer and rev-
elator to and president of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints an
all the world

george QCannon as first and joseph
F smith as second counselor in the
first Prepresidency

wilford woodruff president of the
twelve apostles

Blembersmembers of the council of the apos-
tles wilford woodruff lorenzo
snow erastus snow franklin D
riculcrichardshards brigham young albert caical

alasesmoses thatcher francis mar-
ion lyman john henry smith georgeorgee
teasdaleTea heber J grant andI1 johnohn IVW
taylor

counselors to the twelve apostles
john W youn and daniel 11 wells

patriarch ol01of the church john
smith

the first seven presidents of sev-
enties heuryhenry herriman horace S
eldredge jaconjacod gates abram H
cannon seymour B young christian
D fjelsted and john morgan

william B preston as presiding
bishop with robert T burton as his
first and john Q cannon as his sec-
ond counselor

john taylor as trustee in trust for
the body of religious worshippersworshippers
known and recognized as the cauich
of jesus christ of latter day saints
to hold the legal title to its property
and contract for it

the counselors to the president
the twelve apApostlesastles their counselors
and bishop wm B preston as coun-
selorsdelors to10 tiiethe trustee in trust

wilfordwalford woodruff as historian for
the church and general church re-

f derandcorderantcordercor and FFDD richards as his as
slsistanlstant

albert carrington as president of the
perpetual emigration fund co for the
gathering of the poor and F D rich-
ardsardef F al lyman ii S eldredge
joseph F smith angus al cannon
moses thatcher winwm jennings john
R winder henry dinwoodey robert
T burton A 0 smoot anand 11 B
clawson as his assistants

truman 0 angell as general archi-
tect of the church and T 0 anangellanellellelijr and W H folsom as illliihis assist-
ants

As auditing committee wilford
woodruff erastus snow franklin D
richards josepnjoseph F smith william
jennings

john nicholsoncholsonNl as clerk of con-
ference

john irvine and george F gibbs as
church reporters

every vote taken was unanimous
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DI1 RICHARDS

said it was with pleasure that he hadbad
to announce that although tilethe brethren
of the first presidency were unaunablebletoto
be present at conference they had no
forgotten usds having forwarded an
epistle to be read to the saints the
gpepistleistle which was published yestyesterdayerday
inthein the NEWS was then read by elder
B F cummings jr

apostle heber J grant introduced
the folfoifollowinglowin0

MOTION

in view of the statement in the
epistle that we have heard
read that the proportion of the
male members of our church who are
living in the practice of plural mar-
riageria e is but little if any more than
two pperer cent of the entire membership
of theecchurchhurch and tiietile injustice done
to the great majority of this commu-
nity by the action odtheofthe federal officials
I1 move that a committee be ap-
pointed bybv this conference to draft
a series ofof resolutions and a protest
to the president of the united states
and to the nation in which the wrongs
the people of this territory have suisulsuf-
feredf and are still sunnsummeringsufferingering from the
ttyrannicalannibal conduct of federal officialssuuSURshallshail be set forth specifically and in
detail and asking inin respectful lan-
guage for the same treatment to which
other citizens of the united states are
entitled and report the same to a massamass
meeting which shall be hereafter
called

president richards putteeput the motmoton to
the Conferconferenceenco andaud it was carried
unanimously

the following were submitted as the
committee provided fforor in the motion

john T cainecalne william jenninjennings89
feramorz littlelittie hineslinesjames sharp heber
J grant john IV taylor orsonF
whitney johnq cannon J F wells
chas 0 card abram hatch winwm W
cluff willard G smith lewis IV
shurtliff oliver G snow thoma6G webber franklin S richards
samuel BR thurman joel grover rees
R llewellyn B if roberts josephoseph
kimball

the committee were sustained by
unanimous vote

PRESIDENT F D RICHARDS
said he appreciated the sentiments
which hadbad been expressed during the
conference and for the consideration
thathad been manifested by our breth-
ren of the first presidency the people
of the world and the people of god
hadbad always been in direct antagonism
the conflict had followed down through
the ages the people of the earth have
never neenbeen able to see the principles
of christ correctly has a whole the
principles of the gospel as revealed
from god have been admitted to be the
most ennobling by the greatest moral
philosophers aside irom religious con-
siderationssiderations great moralistsmoramormoralsaitsaltslists and
scientists have held them to be equal
in value to the greatest truths that
have been elucidated through them
repentance of sin is a first principle of
the gospel of regeneration then
comes the washing in the waters of re-
generation followed bytheby the realization
of the ministration of mhd holy spirit
these principles were made known to
adam the first man was informed by
god that his ofoffering of sacrifice was a
forecast of the coming of christ and
illshis atonement it was taught to bhim
that he must be born of the water and
of the spirit ilehe was caught up by
the spirit immersed in and brought
out of the water and he was born of
the holy ghost ilehe was also com-
manded to teach these things to his
children and if they observed them
they would have the words of life in
the world and eternal life in
eternity thetile very first praetpracticalical step
to betakenbetokenbe taken after wickedness had ap-
peared on the earth that men inmightI1 ohlohi rid
themselves of uncleanness was to
comply with these principles this is
the foundation that all men have to lay
in their hearts that they may be re-
deemed those who are in this con-
gregationgregation and have come from nations
far and near know that it was obedobediencelenca
to these things that enabled themtheal to
reach their present position that
same priesthood which Is after the
order of had descended
from adam who was ordained under
tilethe handbands of god this is the same

1 authority that exists in this church
there will yet be other laws and prin-
ciples revealed ferfor the observance of
the priesthood besides those already
givenglen if the world arearc afraid of what
existsast what shall they do when still

more is manifested from god the
saints need not fear the lord will
sustain them in all times ofot trouble bybv
his grace but ilehe makes no promise inih
regard to trouble that is borrowed it
would be better if some of the more
inquisitive ones in the church did not
askasic ququite so manyany questions it is oc-
casionallycasioncasionally11 safe to be able to say truth-
fully that you do not know some
tthingsI1 ngs peopleeople should not be quite so
anxiouslousious for certain kinds of informa-
tiontion obedience to the gospel is not
only full of peace and blessing for the
life to come but gives joy in thethi pres-
ent no matter in what society a
man mingles those who do heir duty
and are pure and upright elicit thetile
largestar est degree of esteem it may not
always be openly admitted but it gen-
erallyerali is inwardlyinwardly it is with nations
as with individuals tendencies to cor-
ruption bring misery and ruin the
fathers of this country who founded
tilethe nation cainecame to this land to be
free they fframed and adopted the
glorious constitution which incorpo-
rates more of the real principles of
good government than any other in-
strumentment ever produced it was given
by inspiration of the almighty but
men have become so degenerate that
therthey are trampling all lisils safeguards
underfootoot in order to crush the people
ofgod

the first presidency have counseled
the saints to commit no evert act no
matter how great may be the brovprovoca-
tion

oca
remember the words of christ

when his lifes blood vaswasras oozing from
him father forgive them they know
not what they do it is painful to see
men trample the principles of the con-
stitutionution into tilethe dust bubill let us pity
themthein awhile the saints have reason
to rejoice because a pronounced
against them when all men speak well
ofOT them but they have reason to re-
joice when men speak evil of them false-
ly it is a time to bring our practicalreligionreligion11 into use anandd knowing the
purposes of god we can follow in the
footsteps of christ and exercisec self
control this opposition is Jjustlist what
has been looked for As the work ofgd spreads so will this antantagonismantigoniagoni sin
exist it is an internalen consequence of
our faith we are oilon the altar with
everything we possess the saints
were told in early times that if they
would keep gods commandments
they would from that time begin to
prevailrevall and this promise had been fili1111ful-
filledbelled the opposition now developed
will go just so far as the lord will per-
mit the speaker prayed that the
blessings of the almighty might restupon the people

the choir sang
the song of tlethetie redeemed

benediction bylay elder junius Fwells

THIRD DAY

MORNING SESSION

april oth
conferenceconfarence convened at 10
the choir sang
the morning breaks the shadows flee
lo10 zions standard is unfurled

prayer by elder hugh S gowans
the choir sang

ere long the veilyell will rend in twain
the king descend with all his train

APOSTLE jonnJOHN HENRY SMITH

was the firstfinst speaker this morning it
afforded him pleasure to once more be
in zionwion and mingle with the people of
god in a general conference ills
feelings regarding hisbis mountain home
could not be expressed I1inn langlanguageu age
hisills heart was lullfull and his joy was
great assembling with thoseaehe had known from childhood and with
the saints generally in the last few
months behe hadbad been visiting and ex-
plainingplapia ining the gospel to his kindred and
while he was received with kindness
liehe had reason to believe that his ut-
teranceste rances had fallen upon stony ground
in 1882 he was sent by the church au-
thoritiesthoritthorllesties to europe to preside forforaa
time over the mission in that part of
the world while on a previous mis-
sion to the same part of the world his
health had been exceedingly preca-
rious on going to fill hisills more recent
appointment he had been promised by
the servants of god that tehe would be
prospered this had been ffullyuly real-
ized he having become free from all
deleterious effects that he had former-
ly incurred there had been a great
deal of done by the leeraliluliberalcral
distribution of the written word and
many had been warned the elders
who had labored with him had been
efficient humble and active and he
had nothing but blessings fortor each and
all of them ilehe respected and hon-
ored them as his own brothers the
friendship that springs up between
brethren in the midst of strangers and
adversity is of an enduring charac-
ter some baptizing had been
done and some new ground had
been broken in great britain
or at least blacesplaces that hadbad been closed
for years hadad been reopenedre opened the
mission work had lapped over from
scandinavia into finland to which
country elder fjelsted had sent a few
elders some time before and gained a
foothold through the services of a
native elder efforts were also being
made to open the gospel door on the
borders of prussia and austria an
opening was also being attempted in
turkey it is hoped by putting forth
such efforts that under the blessing of
god every son and daughter of our
eatherfather will eventually be warned ingreat britain the work Is clodinclosing up
in ireland through the efforts ofof el-
ders wilson and marshall an opening
had been made and a good number of
people had embraced the gospel the
speaker visited italy in the hope that
the work could be introduced there
two elders who had been laboringlaborin
there almost lost their lives but little
could be done in that nation at pres-
ent the people being so bound up by
catholicism elder bunot labored as

to spread the gospel in
france bbutU t with no apparent result
except to warn the people so far as he
had opportunity it is not only a day
of gleaninge- n ng- nnguand gatheringather n butbat of warn-
ing toletoieto leavevetvelthe people withoutabout excuse
at tthee titimee our brethren were mur-
dered in cold blood in tennessee a
wave of hatred passed over europe inin
regard to the saints the press teemed
with false accusations and antiantl
illmormon lecturers were
ffalnl this seelimfeeling was more or
less intense up tato the time the
speaker left for home but as usual a
cooler condition will ensue by the law
of reactionre action many people will in-
vestigatevestigate and realize the truth of the
remark ol01of mr beecher that in north-
west america is the most strikinglm
phenomenon of the ninetiethNine teeth century
they see a people who are irrepres-
sible they see a conflict against the
evils of the world the speaker re-
joicedj to once more put his lootfoot on the
soil of america the land of freedom
men may seek to crush the principles
of liberty but divinity has decreed
that here those principles shall lve
and extend over all the earth the
law of god shallshai lyetkvet go forth from this
chosen land allaft wowe need to do is to
keep our eye upon the truth hating
no 0neno matter how evevil11 bispdisposed0sed hheC
may 1be no matter how corrupt men
are we should look upon them as hav-
ing something in thernthem we should make
an effort to save the speaker willied
some things could be otherwise but he
saw no other road to travel than
through trials without fear anat the
object in view might bbec gained this
was the way in which he loosed upon
tilethe ppresentresent opposition to the church
thetherere was no other course but to ac-
ceptcp the situation surely we can en-
dured imprisonment or hardship lorfor the
gospelsxuigui sake he had no personal
concern regarding the matter it mav
be that men may be imprisoned they
may bube hunted to death men die but
systems live and cannot be annihi-
lated we are but the instruments to
accomplish thetile work of establishing
the chuich of christ and while somesome
of the I1implementsmple inentututS may be broken
there are others ready to take up the
same labor and perpetuate it thejudjudgmentsments of god will visit the nations
and that which divinity has establishestablishedea
will break in pieces all things that op-
pose it the forces that are brought
to bear aagainstadlist the saints arearc not conCOD
fined to theile politicians of the country

behind them are the people there
arearc first the clergymen of the different
religious denominations they are in-
cited by false Lstatements that are for-
mulated by those who reside here
these awful stories are believed and
thus an influence is brought to bear
upon the politicians that moves them
to inimical action against the saints
the mass of the people of new ellerieng-
land aappearI1 pear to imamimagimaginewinegine it to be tiletiiethearliilir
special mission to extirpate amormorimor
monism and the speaker on I1AShis late
visit threthere had been warned that the
end of the system was near his
friends therether hadchad referred him to mrs
Sten houses book but he had informed
those drawing his attention to its fab-
ricationsions that he could if he were a
bookmaker write a work in a short
time of occurrences in new england
that would throw the one referred to
into the shade the laws of god were
being outraged in new england by
women refusing to answer the anhofend of
their beings preferring to be childless
or nearly so satan himself recognizes
wethe growing power among the people of
utah who answer thetile design of bodillgod in
the relations otof the sexes rearing
children like flocks to honor god
but all were not depraved
in these relations in new england
there being many honorahonorablebilefile exceptions
the saintssainta have wronged no one by
peopling these valleys faith repen-
tance baptism by immersion for the
remission otof sins and the imposition
of hands forthefor theshe impartingtinz of the holy
ghost are principles of the gospel
and in obeying them we have injured
no peopleopleopie iveifewe have sworn allegiance
totto theKI1 institutions of the country aadand
we sustain them the mailman who seeks
to enchainenchain his fellowsf is the one who
eedsneeds to tremble all the doctrines we
havec obeyed may be enumerated and
our works in redeeming the desert
may be cited and they all go to show
that we have interfered with nobody
we have not raised a standard against
the country if on religious convic-
tiontio a woman makes a sacrifice andcontents for her husband to take an-
other wife into the famfamilyilylly aaltheand the man
is willing to take upon himself the ad-
ditionalditional responsibility no outside
party is injured the principle was
revealed forthefor the salvationalvatlon of both men
and women millions of the fairseefair sex
are going to ruin and the almighty
never interposed thethe interdict against
that which would prevent so great an
abomination and calamity we shall
not tremble while we confront this
areat problem in fighting the battle
which deity has outlined let us bless
all curse none feed the hungry and
clothe the naked and ifit we live godly
it must needs be that we suffer perse-
cution let us sustain each other and
betray none the speaker proposed to
continue to labor among the people
ilehe had been treated as an alien bbyy hisills
countrymen yet american blood of
generations flowed in his veins ilehe
had never lifted illshis voice or hand
against anall institution of the country
aadpd he never expected to do anything
in that line ilehe intended to observe
every constitutional1 law of the land
he considered it the greatest foolish-
ness to sustain those who were engaged
in or sympathized with the present
crusade against the saints the peo-
ple should confine their support to
their ffriends and not put a knife into
the hands of their enemies to be useluseiused
by them in cutting their throats

PRESIDENT OLIVER G SNOW
of box elder ewas thethu next speak-
er no people have so much cause to
rejoice as have the latteriatter day saints
their history shows that the blessings
of god have attended thelandthethemmandand he
has preserved andaud delivered them from
every power of the foe theythel are more
ununitedtea nnowow than at any time inili theirheircareer anis oneness is a most essen-
tial condition this is exemplified in
all of ahethe teaching of the savior and
his apostles this unity has caused
the people to accomplish the gratifygratifyingi n
work they hadbad performed in visiting
the settlements of this section tathe
speaker had been ratifiedgratified with the
material advancement attained by the
saints in making homes orchards and
farms tilethe same could be said regard
ing nearly every part of this country
to the saints have gathered
the people generally appeared to ap-
preciatepreciate1te thethi fact that these blessings
fiadhad comefrom god it did not ap-
pear that there was much fear and
trembling among them regarding the
present persecutions their trustrusttrisiCisis in
the lord there is no dubiety among
them regarding the ultimate victory
that awaits them in keeping the com-
mandmentsmaudmand ments of the AlmiaimialmightyalmittyAty they
were built as were the saints in olden
times upon the rock of revelation
the darkest and most forbidding as-
pect cannot obliterate that intelligent
testimony the organization of the
church is the mostost perfect anandd
thorough in existence it is so com-
plete that none are left on the outbid e
of it the young people arearc becoming a
strong levereserever for good in the commu-
nity

U

ilelie prayed that the blessings of
god might rest upon all who were en-
gaged iliin seeking to establish truth in
the earth

rrPRESIDENT PF D RICHARDS
stated that under existing conditions
it was not deemed prudent to call thetile
names of missionaries to various parts
of the earth who had already gone to
their fields of labor since the last gen-
eral conference or who might be called
during this it would be proper how-
ever for the saints to saysav whether they

confide the matter of
sending elberselterselders out to preach the gospel
to the missionary committee of which
he was a member one thing was cer-
tain the work of proclaiming tho truth
was being actively prosecuted

A motion was made by apostle
francis 31 lyman to the effect that
the action of the missionary commit-
tee in selecting and sending out elders
to the nations be endorsed and that
the whole matter beleffbe left in their hands
to be conducted according to their best
judgment under the blessings of god

the motion was carried unanimously
the choir sang the anthem

ohl father almighty
benediction by elder george C

parkinson

AFTERNOON SESSION

conference met at 2
the choir sang

i all hail the glorious day
byprophets long foretold

prayer by AapostleI1ostleostie john W taylor
singingsaingim by tthee choir

0 give me back my prophet dear
and patriarch 0 give them back

APOSTLE FRANCIS MARIONmarlon IYMANlyman
addressed the conference ilehe con-
sidered that there had been an excel-
lent conference the spirit of the
lord had been poured out upon the
brethern who hadhail spoken besides
we have been addressed by epistle by
the brethren of tilethe first presidency
it is necessary to be collected and
avoid extremes that mimightlit have a bad
effect troubles that accrue to the
latter day saints fortor righteousness
sakebake will soon end As related in the
second chapter of daniel it wasvas made
known to what would
transpire in the latter days the
speaker read the passage relatinglatingrb to
tilethe setting up in the latter days of a
kingdom which was to break in pieces
and supersede all others the lord
has bebeunbegunun to establish that work in
order toF do so he had conferred upon
manroan the rlrightfit to officiate in hisills name
so that hec should be bound to ac-
knowledge their ministrations it was
necessaryy that men should be informed
in regard to god the father and illshisson jesus christ dorthis reason they
revealed themselves to joseph smith
faith repentance that produces
reformation baptism by immer-
sion for thetile reremissmissi n of sins
and the reception of the holyghost imparted by the imposi-
tion of the hands by the authorized
servants of god were doctrines of the
gospel on the base thus formed we
go0 forward in knowledge and obedience
untonto salvation latter day saints
have no license to do any wrong of any
character but must work righteous-
ness before the lord the priesthood
has been given and it is not confined
to those who preside in the Church butbuxbutbat
every good man is entitled to it those
who are unholy have no claim to thatauthority every woman is entitled to
have at her leadhead a moanroan bearing the
Melch isedee priesthood so has every
child born into the church a right to
have a man thus endowed for a fatherevery family should have a head of
that character the headsbeads of families
are entitled to bbe governed by thespirit of god and in turn they should
under that over those
entrusted to their care the speaker
here read the revelation regarding theobligation upon parents to leachteach their
children the doctrines of the gospel
and to heebee that they are bap-
tized when eight years old andto teach them to pray and walk up-
rightlyrimrighav when these things are not
done the sins of the chilchiichildrendien are vis-
ited upon the parents this injunction
hadbad in the speakers opinion beenmore or less neglected the priesthood
is organizedoganizel into quorumsqu and thereare presidenciescies and appointments
from the presiding offmeersofficers of thechurch downward through all the ram-
ifications of the system this compact
organization enabled all to be taught
in relation to their duties there are
also associations in the nature of aidsto the priesthood in carrying on the
work of advancement and regenera-
tion but of all others parents are themost deedeeplyly interested in their chil-dren god has provided that satan hasno power to tempt little children sothat they are already redeemedredeemedifif they
diedic beformbefore they reach a condition ofdffpersonal responsibility A spirit ofapposopposition is developing all over theworld againstaga dinst the latter day saintsapostates are in many instances in-clined to disturb the peace of their oldfriends but the saints cannot berobbed of their right to the king-dom of god was
shown that it would never be given toanother people in this day prophets
and others of gods servants iadeadhad beenslain but these things have driven uscloser together and have made usstronger all nemnegneglectelect of duty willwiil passaway and we will draw closer to thelord parents will be more diligent inteaching their children the saintsneed to reform and repent of theirlack of wisdom and no longerconler strewtheir ways to strangers no reasona-
ble asonasod 1Iperson will nindfind faulttault with them forsupporting their friends and lettingtheir enemies alone the world areunited in matters in which they are in-terestedte so should the saints betrosebe Thosewho are engaged in the present crusadeare not makingmaning efforts against anycrimes among usu s it is for things thatare good we do that we are pursued Alaw has been enacted against one ofour religious institutions but it wouldjust be as consistent to make a law toprohibit us froinfrom baptizing for the re-mission of sins or attending to anyother religious ceremony of the churchthere is no principle ot the gospelthat is more sacred to latter daysaints than the marriage covenant itenables a manmau to secure the reiareigrelationtion


