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of President Young, President Kim-
ball, Brother George A. Bwmith, and
others of the early pioneers and settlers
of this Terrltory; and he presumed
also there were very fow persons Oow
in the Chnrch who had ever beheld
the Prophet Joseph. He himself was
one of the latfer. But the Prophet
Jogeph?s testimony was still in force;
hisepirit bad continued in the earth at
his death; his mantle fell upou the
shoulders of President Young; in turn
it fell upon those of President Taylor,
and now it was borne by President
Woodrufl. Thus we saw thaf the
spirit of the great Ialter-day work was
fully sustained among (Goud’s servantis;
in other words, the 1inspiration of the
Holy Ghost that rested upon the
Prophet Joseph and his brethren in an
early day was still with the Church.
That Bpirit and inspiralion would con-
tloue in the earth and could not be
taken away. The manor woman who
had lost the spirit of this work had
done 8o through. his or her
own _ neglect — through the non-
observance of the commandmenis of
God. During thirty-eight years of
close observation he had seen that
those Baints who had faithfully kept
the laws of the Liord, who were honest
in their dealings, had attended to their
duties, and been prayer{ul iz their
daily life, were firm and steadfast in
the truth today. The speaker coun-
seled the Liatter-day Buainis to examine
their acts closely, to sit in judgment
upon themselves, as It were, and see,if
needs be, wherein they had lost the
gifts of the Gospei. They must bea pray-
erful people, or they would assuredly
lose the spirit of this work. Apostle
Merrill next dwelt upon the subject of
tithing, the strict observance of which
hes rongly enforced upon his hearers.
The payment of tithing was an import-
ant matter amongy the Latter-day
Saints. Though scme had perhaps
parted with thousands of dollars in this
way, they yet bhad an abundance of
this world’s goods; they were f{full of
falth and greatly biessed of the Lord.
1o bearing o strong and earnest tes-
timony to the truth ¢f the intter-day
work, the speaker urged the Saints al-
‘ways to be honest and forgiv.
ing. They must not encourage
hard feelings in their hearts ngainst
one another;they could not afford to do
this, though the world might do it. He
gald { the Latter-day Baints had the
grandest organization on earth, and he
pointed with pride to their Babbath
schools, Young Men’s and Young
Ladies’ M, 1. associationr, and Pri-
mary associations. If we keep the
commandments of God, he said, we
would be sustained in our work and
lifted up to a far higher plune than
those who now ridiculed and reviled
them, and upon whom they looked
with pity because of their ignorance.

Apostlie John W. Taylor

addressed the Conference, the follow-
ing being the substance of his remarks:

1 desire to be directed in my speak-
ing hy the Holy Bpirit. I have listened
with great interest to the remarks of
Elder Merrill, I have paid particular
attention to his festimony regarding
the truth of this work. Any strangers
who may be present will think his
declaration in that regard rather re-
markable. Our Lord and Bavior
promised that all who ehould do His

will should know for themselves as to
thedivine origin of the Gospel. This
ip the reason why Elder Merrill is able
to make such a positive statemment of
the knowledge he has obtained.

What is necessary to be done in order
to be in accord with the will of God
and as & result obtain a similar testi-

mony? There are muny opinions
abroad on this  suiject. The
best source of information is

the Beriptures, which Christ com-
mended to the consideration of men in
His day. The speaker here read from
the sixteenth chapter of Bt. Mark,
showing that baptism by immersion in
water, and the obtaining of the Holy
Ghost, by a prescribed ordinance, were
necessary parts of the law of the Gos-
pel. He also dwelt upor the commis-
giott given to the servants of GQod in
that age to preach the Gospel, free of
charge, to all peoplea. In the same
chapter is ulso a statement of the spir-
itual gigns that were to follow the be-
liever as a result of obedience. An
explanation was given by Ilder Tay-
lor of the manner in which the divine
megsage was carried to the people by
the ancient Apostles an.d the resuits of
the reception or rejection of their teach-
ings. He next referred to the case of
Nicodemus, who visited theSaviorunder
cover of night to make inquiry regard-
ing the steps he should take to obtain
salvation, the reply being, “Except a
man be born of water and of theBpirit,
he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”
Christ asserted that He testified of
things that He bad seen and did know,
Here then is an ingtance of a similar
character here this morning, Brother
Merrill having testified to what he does

i kmow. Christ gave other instruetions

to His servants in the days of the primi-
tive Church. He enjoined them to tarry
at Jerusalem until they were endowed
with power from on high, He promised
that if they did he would bestow u{)on
them the Holy Ghost, the Comforter,
who would ipnstruct them and show
them things to come. It is this gpirit
that impurts this knowledge of the
things of God. These are nol new
doctrines. They are laid down in the
Heriptures, which state that the “*testi-
mony of Jesus i8 the spirit of propheey.
The speaker then dweit for some time
upot: the gifts of the Hoely Bpirit as de-
fined by the Apostle Paul, asserting
that people among whom these
gpiritual manifestations do not ex-
ist, are not in possession of
the power of God unto salvation. He
admonished all his hearers to take the
advice of the Apostle Paul and seek
earnestly the hest gifts. He promised
strangers that those who wouid believe
in Christ, repent of their sins, be Lap-
tized by ome holding authority for
the remission of them, should re-
ceive the Holy Ghost and be able to
testify that they bad acted in accord
with the divine will.
Adjournment till 2 p.m.
The choir sang,

From afar gracicus Lord,

Benediction by Patriarch John
Smith.

Nesslomn.

BATURDAY, April 4th.
The choir sang:

The Bpirit ofGod llke a fire i3 burning;
‘I'he Latter-day glory begins to come forth.

Prayer by Elder Jacob Gates.
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Binging:
Lord, Thou wilt hear me when I pray,
I am forever Thine.
I fear before Thee all the day,
O may I never sin.

Apostle F. M. Lyman

Addressed the Conference, substan-
tinliy as follows:

As was guoted this morning from
the Apostle Paul, no man can eay that
Jesus is the UChrist except by the Holy
Ghoat, so it is in referenceto this work;
no man can #ay Joseph Smith was a
Prophet except by that same spirit,
T'hese things ean only be known by the

revelations of the Lord, which
come by the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost. We believe we are the

children of God, that we are inHis like-
ness, just as we are in the likeness of
our parents and our children in ours.
We believe in Christ and Him cruci-
fied and in His roission to save man-
kind; that for the cause of salvation
He laid down His life aud taught the
law. Hin ancientBaints by their faith,
repentance and haptism, and having
the hands of the servants of God laid
upon their heads, received the

oly Ghost. That Bpirit bore testi-
mony to them of the mission of the
Bavior and that their faith was
perfect and their repentance genuine.
They received a testimony that their
aina were forgiven. Their faith be-
eame 8o strong that they endured per-
secution unto death. The history of
those things have come down Lo us,
We believe in the resurrection of the
body, 8f which Christ was the first
frujt. That His was the great atone-
ment for the sins of man, We believe
that those who follow His footsteps will
be redeemed and obtain immortality
and e*ernal life. We hold that men to

have .this faith, must obtain it
through repentance and haptism,
and receive the Holy GHost

through being pure and just. They
must love their fellow men and deal
justly by them. They must have the
spirit of charity — the geniusof Christ.
{f they do not they will fall short of a
fuliness of salvation.

God has sent none of His children
to earth without their having
the privilege of attaining to eter-
nal life, Those who {ail to reacn
that bleesing will have themselves
to blame. Man has his agency,
and has from the beginning had
power to resistevil and aceept ef and
practice righteousness, Men will be
iudged acecording to the deers done in
the body. For ail good deeds God
will reward His children. Buch works
are the result of the inspiration .of the
Spirit of the Almighiy., All good
emanates from that source. All that
is wicked comes from the evll one. The
inspiration of S8atan leads to the des-
truction of men.

We havethe privilege to know that
this is the (Gospel of Jesus Christ which
we have received, He established it
and planted His authority on the
earth, This knowledge has caused the
Saints to gather from the lands of
their Lirth. They have, in numbers
of instances, lnid down their lives in
the cause of truth, A mong those who
have done so was the Prophet Joseph.
We can afford to lay down our lives,
when necessary, in such & work. All
tbat we endure for righteousness’ sake
will redound to our advantage in the
life to come. Weare to be rewarded




