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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

MARCH 1843

monday 27 I1 dictated the following letter
to sidney rigdon esq

dearideal sir it is with sensations of dedeepep
regret and poignant grief that I1 sit down to
dictate da few iineslines to you this morning to let
you know whathath my feelings are in relation to
yourself as it is against my principles to act
the part of a hypocrite or to dissemble in any
wiswise e whatever with any man 1I1 hae triedfried
for a jonlongjong timesiule to smother my feelings and mt
let you ihnowknow that I1 thought you were
secretly and underhandedly doing allail you could
to take the advantage azandaudd injure me but
whether my feelings are right or wrong re-
mains for eternity to reveal t

I1 cannot any longer forbear throwing11
off the

anask and let you know of the secret
lings of my heart that you mamay

atiat
not be de-

ceived in relation to them anda that youyo may
be prepared sir to take whatwhatevereiereler course you
seegeeee proper in the premises

I1 am sir honest when I1 sayeay that I1 believe
and am laboring under the fullest convictions
that you are actually practicing deception anand
wickedness against me and the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints arat d that
youcuareare in connection with john C gennettbennett
and geo W robinson in the whole of their
abominable practices in seeking to destroy me
and this peopleeople and that jared carter is as
deep in tiletiiethe you sir aarein the mire in
your conspiracies aidardirl that yoyouu are in the
exercise ot a traitorous spirit against our lives
and interest by coincolncombiningb inibig with our enemies
and the murderous Missourmissouriansianslans MY feelings
sirbir have been wrought upon to a very great
extent in relation to yourself ever sincebince soon
after the first appearance of john C bennett
inn this place there has been comethsomethingi anessarkdark
and mysterious hovering over our bbusiness
concerns that are not only palpable but alto-
getherether unaccountable in relation to the post
officece and sireirl from the very first of the pre-
tensions of john C bennett to secure to me the
lostalost office which by the bye I1 have never
desired if I1 couincoula havehac jastjustjusticegicelice done me in that

without my occupancy I1 have
known sir that it was a fraud practisedpracticed upon
me andan of the secret plot tings and connivings
between him and yourself in relation to teethe
matter theilia whole time as wellveil as many other
things whichhldi I1 have kept locked uptip in my own
bosom but I1 am constrained at this timetune to
makemike known my feelingsfeelinga to you

I1 do not write this with the intention of
insulting you or of bearing down upon you or
with a desire to take any adAncdanadvantagetagecreore of you or
with the intintentioneptionedtion of even layingc one straw in
your way detrimental to 3yourcur character or
influence or to suffer anything whatever that
lias taken place which ass within my observa-
tion or that has come to my knowledge to go
abroad betraying any confidence thallasthat bashas ever
been placed in me butbat I1 do assure you most
sincerely that what I1 have saidhaid I1 verily be-
lieve and this is the reason why I1 have said
it tiiathat iduidayoayon may know the real convictions of
myray heart not because I1 have any malice or
hatred neither

i
injure one hair of your

headlead andaza I1 will aassure you that these convic-
tions arearc attended with the deepest sorrow

I1 wish to god it were not so and that I1ajculd getet ridd off the achinachinss of mvinv heart on
tanalaaR subjectrill bildaand I1 now notify you that unless
azething should taktakea place to restore my
inird to its former confidence in you by some

on your partparty or some ex-
planationspiaplanations that shall do away my jjealousies I1
wiwit aa a conscientious manmall publishpul 1 ah my gitil

alI1 of myiny fellowship from vouyouoa to the
cilell through the medaum of the times and

and dimanddemand of theilia conference a hearilear
in aning your case that cyrltyriconviction
of biebble grgrounds they will demanddemaidd your
ilclie a tlI1 couldouid sayay mucroachh momoee but let the
above for the present

yours in haste
JOSEPH SMITH

araata sent niowinit to him by dr W richards to
HM I1 recereceivediredived the following reply
44prostpint J smith dear sir I1 received your

letteer by the hand of dr richards a few min

niesnice sincesirce the contents of which are surprising
to0 o me though I1 am glad that you have letiet me
mow0 r yourour feelings so as to give me a chance
to0 o repreplyG to them

why it is that you have the feelingsc which
youon seem to entertain I1 know not and what
caused you to think that hlad any connection
with J C bennetthennett at any time is not within
mym power to say

As to the post office I1 never asked bennett
one word about it when I1 made application for
it if he ever wrote to the department at
washington anything about it it was and is
without my knowledge for surely I1 know of
no such thing being donelone at any time neither
did I1 know at the time I1 applied for the office
that yon intended to apply for it nor did I1
know of it for some tinietime afterwards as far as
the post office is concerned these are the
facts I1 wrote myself to the departmentdepartments
ofleofilofferingeringring myself as an applicant and referred
the department to several inmembersembers of congress
to ascertain rnmy character this is all I1 ever
did on the blirii jact I1 never wrotewrolle but one
letter to the department on the subject rneitherleither
had I1 at the time any acquaintanceof any I1

amountamount with bennett nor for a very consider
able time afterwards lieile never was at our
house but very little and then alwaalwaysY s on busibus i

ness and always in a hurry did his business
and went off immediateimmediatelyly I1 know not that
bennett ever knew that I1 llafiahad aappliedlilcd for the
office and I1 am quite satisfiediane did not till
some time after I1 hadllad written to tilethe depart-
ment on the subject and if helie ever did anything
about ftlt it was ana is to this day iwithout my j

having any knowledge of it I1

As to the difficulties here I1 never at any I1

time gave bennett any countenance in relreirelationatioatlon
to it and he knows it as well as I1 doto and
feels it keenly he has threatened me severely
that he could do with me as he pleased and if

I1
i

I1 did not cease to aid you and quit trying to
save 44myiny prophet as he calls youou fromfroin the I1

punishment cfof law he would turn against me
and while at st louis on his way to upper
allsAlismissouri hebe in one of his speeches mademauo a

I1

violent attack on myself all predicated on thetha
fact that I1 would nonot aid him S ich are his
feelings on the subject and his threaten ingsninga

AsAstoto jared cartelcartei if there is anything in
his mind unfavorably disposed to you lie has
as far as I1 know kept it to for liehe
never said any thing to me nor in my hehearingring
from which I1 could draw even an anfeinferencereface of
that kind lieire was here yesterday when you
came much dejected in spirit in relation to his i

temporal affairs and commenced telling of the
great injuries he had trece ived by his soninson in
law and the great losses liehe had sLstainedsustained by
him and seemed greatly ddejectedej ec ted on account
of iit but behe never mentionedtied any other sub-
ject

whenman I1 went to la ilarae on yrfridayiday it was
purely ii relation to temporal matter making
arranarrangementscements for provisions for the enquinensuing
seasonbeasonI1 1 and to regulate some matters in rela-
tion to property only while there I1 heard i

ththea rereportort of the newnow indictments and mr
ilifhigbeebee told me the day before I1 went out that
I1 wasvaS amongmong thtb number of those who were to
be demandedA in relation to this I1 made such
inquiry as I1 thought would enable me to deter-
mine the fact but failed inja the attempt I1
confess I1 felt some considerable interest in
determining this fact and felt anxious to know
if I1 could ipindfind out how it was

now on the broad scale I1 can assassalrt in ttruthgitil
that with myself and any other person on this
globe there reverhevernever was nor is there now exist-
ing anything privately or publicly to injure

liskasyourur character inin any respect whatwhateverevery neither
has ananyy person spokenken to me on any Ssuchbuch sub
jcck all that has ever beenbean saisalsaldsaid by me ilarhas
been said to your face all of which you know
as 1L

AAss uto your rights in the post office you
hhaveave justjus6 the same as any other man in the
new case which occurred yesterday I1 have
examined all the laws and rules in this office
and find but one section I1ia relation to it and
that indirectly but gives the post master no
right to abate the postage nor make any dis-
position of the letter or lettersetters but address the
department and they will give such instruction
in the case as they may deem correct I1 have
written on the subject to the department

I1 can conclude by only sayingsaving that I1 hadbad
hoped thatthit all former difficulties had ceased
forever on my part they were never mentionedrn
to any person nor a subject of discoursese at ananyy
time nonornon in anyanyplaceplace I1 was tired hearing of
them andaasand waswab in hopes that they slumbered
forever while stat la ilarae the subject was
never once mentioned theilia only thinthing was the
inquiry I1 made myself to find out as far as I1
could whether the report made tota m by mr
mabee was carreca or no and this in relation
to myself only if beingbein entirely sllsilsilentlentonon the
subject at all tinestimes and in all places is an
error then I1 am guilty iffevaevadingding the subject
at all timestimea wbwheneverenever introduced by 0otherserg

I1
be a crime then I1 amasa gguiltyUlity for such is my
uniform custom

if this letter is not satisfactory ift11 me know
wherein for it iais peace lawant I1 have beenbein
interrupted a great many times since I1 began
to write by people calling at the office

respectfully
SIDNEY RIGDON

ito PS I1 do considconsidereiJIjt a matter of enst otence
to me to hear about bennetts asassisting me to

office I1 shall have a lower copiniony of myself
than I1 now have when I1 think I1 need his as-
sistancesi S II11

opened court to try field for drunkenness
and abusing his wife I1 fined him 10 and
costs and required him to find bail of 5030 to
keep the peace for six months

A conference held at artlandhartlandII niagara
county new york three elders and one
priest were ordained and five added to the
church

it is estimated that the chinese loss in their
recent war with england was men
1500 pieces of cannon and a great portion of
their navy

tuesday 23 I1 removed my office from the
smoke house which I1 have been obliged to
occupy for some months to the smallemail upper
room in the new brick store

josiah butterfield came to my house and
insulted me so outrageously that I1 kickedkicked him
out ofor the house across the yard and into the
street

elder B young visited geo A smith who
was very sick

wednesday 1
22919 sat with Orson Spencer on

a cacasecarese of debt and gave judgment against dr
foster the defendant

thursday 30 in the office in relation to a
new bond presentpresentededloto me by dr brink which
I1 rejectrejectedpd as informalinformal and told charles ivins
liehe might impreimprovee my share of the ferry one
year and cautioned him that if he did not
consider brink good for heavybeavy damages he
would be foolish to be his bondibondsmaninan

prinkbrinkdrinkbrink afterwards took an appeal niumu-
nicipalilllii court to be tried on the loth of aprillercaldelder hyde returned from quincy 9 havinhaving
deliverdeliverede d ten lectures and baptized three perper-
sons

at 1411 pm I1 was called to sit asis justice of
the peace with alderman G AV harris on
tilillthea case of webb v rigby for forcible entry
and detainer during the trial the court fined
esq 0 C skinner twenty dollars for insulting
a witness and would have fined him ten dollars
more for his contempt of court but let him off
on his submissive acknowledgments the
trial closed about one on friday morn-
ingin

friday 31 at itamiaulOuhouamam I1 opened court for
trial of amos lovloi lff for assaulting johnjoha 11

burghardtBarghardt after hearing11 ttestimonyes ti inony fined
lower 10

erspentent the afternoon at mr lucian wowoodod
w in cocompanym any with my brother hyrum
IT11 C kimball 5

86 hyde IV woodruff and bro
chcheychaseca with our wives had a good time and
were feasted on a fat turkey

NATIONnationalismALIMallm
I1

addre fitsit tyhyebyeF illit SNOW fetpel mb telora mian a
of liiailia in I1 euorterows

mostwont flitthih eibenntening illlii nt
lfordM foreford ifihlto audieauditiidlic a i

atiatleaseat eastleast a hinrhint onfin nationality
A loveylovedioelomloe 411r rather partpartipartialsalilall y
foror birth ahad thethearle here
our lunislungs at gratfirst inhale thette vital air

one might as petiyellwelwei my edict
my place infit pedigree annihilate
or the warmwarn pulse ofif lire
AsA to efficeefface or to remove frontfrom merue
the gv ofor nationality 11

it of mv intiniincurur a part
unitesunits wilb all the lifebloodlifelire moodblood of my heartlirtli rt
aniasi ifit no trait or portion of rmTOI spirit
ITItl something I1 eterieternallyallydlly inh rit

notyot all thetha rhanis scenes impart
can chase the high tonedtolled feelings my beartheart
porpur oft fullfun oftot to tenderly they yearns
A kindling impulse im inala a findflud return
unto hietlethetie land of myuns inath ity
siysly natlinedatinati homeboine rnymy native beneryce nerrnery

butnut wheres where the landlard BOso tholet BOso dearduldt
which Is the nation I1 goso much revert

I1 A43 not languishlanSan gushpush for the lakesitiiki andard
the ruxrug ed heights of runuruKururopespespet alpine hillhlll
thetim verdant valesvievip which beamut repose
nethneath theirthein bid summits of ftet trial stion a
norkor would I1 boast a proudprout nativity
on the luxuriant plains of italy
with glowing sunny landslando cap ach and fair
railtall cirycity spiresclrnin and grandgrud cathedrals fhrik relrayrr
where the salusaiubrous cl rityitnitetedtes heal
gitegives to the pulse a rottrolt andaniant ardent leatleal
where natum bilthwith mcce force
withwilli lesslegs of time completes her wonted coursecour

nor yet lo10 germany chero rawslaw irelire nortemaile
to nt likeilke tenonslenons of the tradswhere eteort codcoli of illicy
mocks thetiie precision of beorn tryiry
where case and luxuryjsnr are Fralting round
ayaATAat 1 nerry nivefive andnd therolnn abound
wherewhrewarr fragrant memeamraallowslonii and the hardritliarvelvetTrl fildtild
to10 manmau and leastbeasl a byous plenty reidareldeideld

not rrliln with tapir mounwoun aln I hill- andandrialdaledalfdaldai f
frieand ireland scotland valeivale

with finlan I1 products ananiairlI shipshir 1

C ranch that wealth and bonior bodiot
with tarfar citicoticrolgolo towntownandt and villacvilvii at towytoo
where gnirs and where valorlolar grewcrew
with ailall varieties of0 grade and ea hetehere
of home sweettweet liona niost lovely and moot derdear
the honormhonoru home of noble thousand op anthotbete
arcare executeexecuted with judiciousjuliJullclouscious care
those legal poupow tre created to bestow
prot ns banner tnto the high and low
and where religions tolerationtoietole ration nowdows
above ailall liftslift its manly browtrow

not Swedn denmarkrienllenmarmmart norway not in francsranc
where revolutions onward stridestrlfritri 18 advance
and then recede as tidestlde that elelbeiblb and flow
atA moon that w ning onward gp
while sobott refinement witwith itsU air
displaysDfplays amasterametter stistrokeoke of rallph there
where bollage natleenative fruits and bowlis
vie withwilli exotica fuin luxuriant lowrloaloarr

atX ither am elcas much favoryollolI1 tandland
here lehllebl gulledpulledgulcul ledimd by Jehova hgWs handabandi

Ottobtainsriyarilail a paceplace torfor him and llisills totobabe
thruahr generationsrations of posterity
Where thonethune choice recordrecords where the truth WMwas found
As saidsald leatilia 46 speaking from the groundgrocround 10

notkot coasts or capes nor inlandselands of0 the seaeal
for nonenune I1 cherish a partiallyparti altyallty

I1 vaygayt wwithath brother eddingtonI1 imlinirn not
italian llinhindmodoo I1 anthi h G rulanrulah scottscot
Nneitherither mallanmTlLanilan Sswississ velah or naneydauedane
nor anyact iiiIli1 ai inderader froniironi ocamnonaysnaps main
nor sn frenchyfrenchiI1 rench N nor swede
I1 culluclaim ROChoc0 cuntiantry nation kingdom creetcreel
r zion this I1 proudly naniename
thistah Is the homehiie I1 fondly luve to ciaClAalilinclilinslinfinttint
werewire 11 urabrabraaftf national tr I1

IIid11 go beyond this arlafriafrill mortality

thetir scattercatteracat terMld oergen the earth
eyby t influence gathereatherdpatgatherdtd forth
from 13barlonbarionaIonalon tp earthly llonlion herebere
are on theirthair way to heabeahe venla cietoletcletclethal latlal fph rec
hiir anil which or cheif
dont matterwatter wevewerve paid our billslilltonof fare

ongnp godgot one falthfaith one bapbarthinthin we arerr nowmow
AHall ininonaone kingdom atatoneone altarsitar tobokbov
the unionuni n of the yatfathatherlatherher and the son
Is heavens hilgh pattern we inua all be ogleolle
all local teelfeel should1 txto laid aside
and former dintdinu no more divide

ehethe time approaches soon will zion beboe i
thefhe aprilan it of earthly nationality
itit will the hillory of those a lorn
of01 whom alalia baid they were in zionziga bornaborn

T

thetiie holy spirit eireevre sainttaint recreceiveselveseires
Is on gewsewen addedad led to givebire
it 1 a
weV e look beyond the stretch of mortal eye
itsts keen illon takes a lewfew
of origin and de tin mou tooloo

by this spirit senetene we learn
more than corpora ians can ddiscern
it pwespessteweos we are not thitill parthvirteart li
welvewere 1111 before wew e hadhart an e ir lerier
A clime and habitation pure
beyond whatthat these grossgrol sencegenaen tg can endureendiirelre

that Is thetha characharm thehe nationality
tiie paring of linini uiseulle actuating memt
aliatI1 hat Is the point to I1 would atattaintainlain
the countrycou ito homebomeIK me I1 fondly would regain
from Mu hencel for nohlnobl purposes wpwe all
tuto gainpain erpfearl ndence thirol our railfall
to cainrain ahe zenith of perfected worth
have comecorni on pilgrimagemapemapp thru mortal I111I1 th

atAs foreign trailortrailsr i each a campCOMPcampinglilgIlig grounden lindland
on dlfdifdiffrientfrent portions of0 the tar1th haveha toufoucouiiiI
the force of habit gercsai to each a gracgrae
peculiarpecullar charma to each and evryeiry t
and yet with all the adoration lettefet t
AsA at their dedeutelgedly we knelt
notot onefonenotnot allail possesspos bees worth
to analieinalle usuit feelfrel quite nan rallie 4 to earth

beat upward and lur spirlspirits novenote
itn homeward to ards we lovetloaf
whereM here unc erupted maiurina iuri plow
wherett here life pure streams fromn la ts tuu tainataint favlnovrov
and therethreeleth retietuethe sixth the forit mdgeeuge wwillilllii aeleadad 1

if totoltitsito dictatesdcd tates v e fivegive rootarstantit heldliend
and its rfrainingrt nningfining s will art rarerate
UsU forfur a juilull and reefee reception there
and there wellweli taiktulle of Nationkitymity k

with the cfof eternity

shutting doors
dont look1005 so cross edward whenhenh I1 callcali

yo to shutbilut the door grandmother feelsfeela
theilia cold wintry wind andudy besides youou have
got to spend all your life shuttinga doors and
might as wellveil begin now 1

do forgive grandmothersgrandmotherl I1 ought to be ash-
amed to cross you but what do you mean
I1 am going to college and then I1 am agoingC to
be a lawyerlaw er

well admitting iiialiallill that I1 imagine squire
edward pC will havehaseha e a good many doors to
shut if ever he makes much of a man

what kind of doors do tell me grand
mother 1

sit down a minute andanil I1 will give you a
list

in the first place the door of your earscars
must be closed against bad language and evil
counsel of the boys and young men you villrill
meet with at school and college or you wiltwill be
undone let them once getfat possessionposses sionaion of that
door and I1 would not giveagn e much for edward
C Iss future prospects

the door of your eyes too must helie shut
against bad books idle novelsnoveis and low wick-
edca newspapersers or your studies will be neg-
lectedleeice and you will grow up a useless ignor-
ant man you will have to close them some-
times aagainstainest the ginefine things exposed for sale
in the slopshop windows eryouor you will never learn
to save your moneynoney or have any left to give
anav

the door of your lips will need especial
care for they guard an unruly member which
makes great use ofdf thathe bad company let in at
the doors of the eyes and ears that door is13

veryr aptapit to blow open and ifit not constantly
watchedclin

1 will let out angry trifling or vulgar
words it will backbite sometimes worse
thianthan the winwintersterla wind ifit ifir is left open too
long I1 would advise you to keep it shut much
otof the time till you livehaio laid up a store of

at least till you have something
valuable

the inner joordoor of your heart must be well
shut against temptation for conscience the
doorkeeper growsprows very if you disre-
gard his calcallI1 and sometimes drops asleep at
his post anianaand when you may think you are do-
ing very well youyonmi are fast going down to ruin

if youyoli careluscarefully
anell guard the outside doors of

the eyeseves ears and lipsalps Tyouon wawill11 keedeekeepp out many
cold blasts ctcf sin which

41
get in before youyou

think
this shutting doors you eeesee eddy will be

a serious business one on which I1yourhiir weilwell
doing in this life and tinntire next depedcpendariebfieS ex

agfidofi do not fail to neadread JonaUty


