THE DESERET WEEKLY.

591

MISCELLANEOUS.

Written for this Paper

LOG CABIN SENATORS.

(Copyrighted 1688 by Frank G. Carpenlor)
WasHiNGToN, D. C,, April 18th, 1897,

WO of the mest
distinguished of
the new United

%' States senators
% 4 were born in log
[ cab'ns in the Ohio
woods. I refer to
Charles W. Fair-
g banks, the repub-
lican who now stands in Dan Voorhees’

democratic shoes as the new senator
from Indiana, and to Joseph Benson
Foraker, who is said to hold a big half
of the state of Ohio in his pantaloons’
ckets. Governor Foraker’s log cabin
was situated in Highland county, in the
southern pait of the state. Fairbanks
was jurther north, in Union county, in
the center of Ohio. There is a tradition
‘that both babies were rocked in sugar
troughs, and I happen to know that both
have had hard tussles to reach the high
positions which they now ho'd. .
genator Foraker's father, for instance,
was a farmer. He had eleven children,
and little Benny was on'y one of the six
boys in the family. There were five girls
in addition, and money was none too
pleaty. The boys ail worked on the
farm, and the luture governor and sena-
tor was taught to wash and iron, to milk,
cook and spin, and in addition to all
these, to pitk the geese at the proper
time of year. His first schooling was
gotien in a log schoolhous(_:, and he had
to fight, as it were, for his education
It was at this time that he wore those
tamous coffee sack trousers ot which you
may have heard. He was only ten
years old, and school was in full blast,
when he met with a serious accident
which ruined his breeches. They were,
in fact, so badiy torn hat they could not
be patched.. Tllere was no .cloth for a
new pair within miles, and it looked for
a time as though the school would have
to be given up. Mrs, Foraker, however,
brought out a ccffee sack and asked 1he
boy whether he would wear a pair of
trousers macde of it and continue his
schooling or stay out a while and wait
for a new pair. As young Foraker
looked at the coffee sack he said:

«] can wear them, mother, but I don't
like to. It I do, the boys are sure to
make [un of me.”’ ,

oNever mnd if they do,” said his
mother. ‘‘If you become a usefui man
nobody will ask what kind of pantaloons
you wore as a child.’”*

The resn't was that young Ben put
them on, and a though the boys and girls
did laugh, he stuck to them usitil a new

air came to hand. Today Governor
E‘oraker wears as good @ pair of breech-
es. as any man in the United States
senate, and so far no one has made an
invidious remarks about the coffee sac
trousers of his'boyhood. He got his re-
ward for wear.ng them by the strength
which they added to his character in the
withstanding the Ianghter ot his fellows,
and they formed a very pretty piece of
capital, too, in getting the votes of the

people when Feraker became a candi-
date for governor of the state.

And just here I want to tell you of a
similar trouble tbat Senator Fairbanks
had during bis school dayrs He gave
the story to me last night as we chatted
together in the Arlington hotel. I had
mentioned the wonde:fut popularity Me-
Kin'ey had gotten as President through
his Iittle kindnesses and his unassuming
ways. This caused the conversation to
turn to the importance of little things
and bow they affect one’s life, when Sen-
ator Fairbanks told in illustration the in-
cident of his torn pantaloons.

It was,”" said he, *uhen I was at col-
lege In Delaware, Ohio. | was poor,
you know, and only owned one good
suit. One Saturday afternoon, in wrest-
ling with my room-mate, I ripped one of
my pantaloons' legs from the bot om al-
mcst to the top. It was toin so badly
that I could not mend it. The next day
was Sunday and I had to go ‘o the
chapel or be matked down tor absence.
My parenis lived some distance away
and [ could not zet money f om home
for at least a week, Foratmel was in
despair, and then I went out with my
ro m-maie, having pinned up my trous-
ers to get a pair of new ones on trust,
Near where [ lived there was a Jew
clothier named Frank, We went into
his store snd asked to see some of his
pantaloons. He leid out a pair on the
counter, which, he said, wculd cost ‘me
£3 50. [ 10ld him that they would suit
me :nd tkat I wou'd bring the money in
next week and pay for them. Upcn
this he took the pantaloons out of my
bhands and Jaid them upon the shell,
saying:

My boy, I don’t do business that
way, When you br' ng the money you
can bave the pants.”

“1 cau’t tell you how much that hurt
me,”" said Senator Fairhanks. *I
blushed hike a girl. I was much bumill-
ated end veiry angry. There was, how-
ever, ancther talgr in the town, [ re
member the name of the man was
Phumphery, Well, I went to him afier
I lefe Frank, but before asking to see his
trousers I described my situation. He
gave me a pair at once and told me [
could bave cther clothes if I wanted
them. 1 can't te'l you how grateful I
felt to that man. I not only bought my
own clothes ¢f him afterward, but I tried
1o get my fellows 10 go to him. I never
g0 back to Delaware but that I call apon
him, and when I enter his store he al-
ways wants to kanow if I would like to

| kave another pair of trousers on credit.

Now, the trusting of a boy for a week
wes a little thing, but it gave 1hat man a
strong iriend.

*As to McKinley,' continued Senator
Fairbanks, '*I bhave often noticnd how
careful he is of the comforts of others.
I remjember being on the stump with
him at one time. We were to speak to
gether st Wachington courthouse. Mc-
Kinley was then a candidate for gover:
nor, and he was, of course, the lion of
the occasion. When we arrived the
committee of the town had a carriage tor
him, snd they were about to send me

f with one of 1the lesser lights Mc-
~inley, hawever, would not permit it.
¥ e toock me in with him, and [ shared
Hth him in the houor of the occasion’

“How did you come to go to Indian
apolis, senator?” il
*I thought the town was a good one.

I was a member ot the Phi Gamma Dels
1a College [raternity, and my first visit:

to Indianapolis was to attend a [rateraity.

convention. [ also had Iriends there, and

have never regretted that I chose the lo-i,
cation "

*'Do you like the law, senator?’’ ;

“Yes, indeed I do,’”’ was the reply.”™
*I think it develops a man in an all
around way better Igan any other pro-:
tession. It fits him for any place o
which his lot may fall. I belleve Me-.
Kinlty is a better President for having
been a lawyer, and that Harrison was-
the better fitted Jor his career by his law 5
practice.”’

“Would you advise a young man to:
studv law?’’

"“Yes, [ think every man should study
law. It he is a business man he shounid,
know a great deal of the law. The law
comes into every act of a man’s li ¢, andy
the education which leaves the law out -
is deficient.”’ B

““Then you believe in every man being.
his own lawyer, senator?”

**No, not that; for, you know, it is said
that the man who is his own lawyer, has
a fool for his client I mean thai every
man should have a knowledge of the
general principles of the law, and should
30 study that he would almost imutively
know what the law ought to be. It he
should have a law case on hand, how-
ever, he gught to get a good lawyer to
help him.**

**Do you think there is as much chance
of success at the bar as ever?"'

“Yes, every bit, for the right man.
The practice has to a certain exteot been
diviaed up Into specialties, but there is
as much chance lor young men as in the-.
past '’y

“‘How about the farmer boys, senator® .
o you think they have as good a
chance to succeed in the world as the
richer boys of the city?*’

“Yes, better,” replied Senator Fair-
banks ‘It needs hard knocks and bard .
work to develop character, The hoy of
1he city does not have enough difficuities
to contend with. The rich father can-
not give them to hini. I don't 1think it
any advantage for a boy to be born rich. °
I remember hearing or a party of suc.
cessful men who were telling how they -
became rich and famous. One after
another described the trials he had had
and the steps by which he bad climbed
irom nothing to success. At last a time -
came for ihe story of the most eminent
of them all, He said: 'l think I am en-
tilled to more credit than any of you.for
| was born rich, and have succeeded im
splie of my riches.”

I here asked Senator Fairbanks to tell
me something about bis family, saying I
supposed he was related to the Fair-
banks scales people. He replied that ®
he did not know; that his ancestors came-
from England to Massachustits and
thence to Vermont. Sald he:

My father was born in Vermont, hut «©
when he was a boy he mceved to Lowell, .
Massachusetts, where he ha  a brother,
who was a wagon maker. He worked, "
jor some lime at Lowell ina woolen
mill, butat sixteen years of age he struck
out tor Qhio. He did there what he
could find to do cutting timber and
other work ot that kind. His wages
were 3744 cents a day. He soon saw
that in the 1then new state ol Ohio there .,
was a good demand for wagons, and he.,
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