’l"l"ﬂ t};‘leased once  nore to
ave the opportunity of meeting
with the &Jp:tter—day Saints iﬁ
this building. I rejoice in the testi-
mony of the Gospel which I possess,
il take-pleasure in listening from
e to time to the testimonies
borne and the ecounselsand instruc-
tions given by those who speak to
the people. " There is nothing in
this life 50 dear to me as the testi-
iony of the Gospel of ('hrist. There
18 no degire tht T have which is as
strong as the hope that my mind
may never become darkened, that

may pever depart from the path of
trath and hecome an aliento the
gl‘l_nciplus which we, as Latter-day
Baints, haveespoused,

No man among this peaple ean
Erow and increase in the light and
testimony of the Spirit of God and
in the power and ability to do good
Unless he is humble in his heart and
Yeady amd “willing at all times to
8eek for the guidance and direction
of the Holy Hpirit. Next to the
Committing of sin there is no more
fruitful enuse of apostacy among
the Latter-day Saints than the get-
ting into that position when we put
Our trugt in the arm of fesh. I
firmly believe that one of the great-
st benefits that scerues to us through
Prayer i that of keeping us humble
In our hearts; that no man who

Oniestly bows down every Jay of
hlS_Iife an'l supplicates God in sin-
eerity for the light of His Holy

Pirit to guide him, wilt ever bLe-
foms proud and haughty. On the
Cottrary, his heart will become
filled with meekness, humility and
childlike simplicity.

It is bocause of this oucness of
Urtose and action amongst the

atter-day Saiuts at large that the
fCcugation is made against them
that they are priest-bidden and
ve no mind of their own. No
doubt the same complaints were
Made of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ and His followers because

€¥ were one in spirit, in the testi-
Mony of the Gouspel, and in laboring
urthe spread of that Gospel upon
d t earth. You find the same
‘eﬁlf‘es and the same feelingﬁ ani-
d‘l&tmg the hearts of the Latter-
4y Baints, no matter from what
bart of the world they have come—
-N¢rame love and fellowship exist-
INZ in their hearts for each other.
bhe people mingle together, they
fCome united; thereis a love and
I{H]OWShip existing between the
0}““ from England and-the native
X, the Sandwich Islands which
aOthmg but the selfsame testimony
Ul o true xnowledge and light of
it Gospel w hich makes usbrothers
0d gisters could possildy effect.
teln i3 4 surprise to me that any in-
o ligent man can make a claim
tt%i’-lnsst the Latter-day Saints that

&Y are an ignorant and deluded
E’fop]e, withont minds of their own

at they are led and directed by
an?ju Who are cutning and shrewd,
of who preside over them because
the advantages which they (the
e ers) hope to gain. It seems to
Wor that if any man of candid mind
the & eXamine into the history of
Wit Latter-day Baints, converse
whe (hose of the Church of God
10 had embraced the Gospel in
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foreign lands, and bore their testi-
monies as to the sacrifices which
thiey were called upon to make
when they accepted that Gospel,

| he would find them to Te
the most independent people
on the face of the earth.

where you will, that is the testi-
1nony they have—that the moment
they embraced the Gospel their
friends and assoeciates, and in many
cases their own fathers, mothers,
brothers and sisters turned toward
thiem the cold shoulder, and even
treated them with contempt and
seorn—east them out as a thing of
evil.

What did these men and women
do? They asserted theirmanliood and
womanhood, and showed that they
were possessed of force of character,
that they had the courage of their
convictions. Than this there is no
greafer courage.
are possessed of physical courage
than of the moral courage to dare to
do right and express their opiuions,
whether popular or unpopular. Go
where you will, from one end of
this nation to the other, seel for the
men with moral courage in the
halls of Congress,in the legislatures,
throughout the various States of the
Union, and what do you find? Men
almost without number voLin%' time
and time again againgt their honest
convictions hecause they fear they
might not be returned to oflice.

How different is the ease of the
Latter-day Saints.  Instead of, in
many instances, caring for affluence
and wealth, keeping to family and
friends, and the comforts of this
life, they pathered to Utah and sut-
fered hardships, poverty. and priva-
tions, because of the testimony they
had received. Jesus telizs us thatif
we are not willing and ready to
lenve father and mother, our houses
and lands, and follow him, we are
not worthy of the Gospel. The
Latter-day Saints Ly their acis. by
their history, lhiave shown to the
worid thatthey have an indepenid-
ence of ¢character and the manhood
and womanhood to follow their con-
victious, to leave behind them
fainily and friends, all those things
which are near and dear to the
human heart, and gather to these
mountains for the purpose of keep-
ing the commandmeuts of Gou.

Do the Elders of Israel when they
go out into the world to preach the
Gospel hold out flattering induce-
ments {0 those whom they meet to
become Latter-day Saiuts? No. On
the contrary, ithey tell them that if
they embrace the Gospel they may
expect that their friends and asso-
ciates will turn against them, and
that their names will be caat out as
evil. That is the kind of promise
they make to them.

The Prophet.Joseph Smith has
been callel an impostor. Well, if
he was, he took n very peculiar
course 1 orderto get the peopls to
follow him. Me told them that
they would be persecuted, that
they would be driven from eity fo
city, from couuty to county, - from
State to State, and that finally they
would be driven out lrom the con-
fines of the United States,to come to
these mountains, and be a great

people. Men do not generally start

Clo | that Joseph Smith

Many more men | P

K

out to deceiva others by promising
them any such inheritance as this,
of trouble, sorrow and affliction.
If a mian is an impostor he usually
tries to hold out inducements to get
people to follow him. 1t is said
was not a true
prophet. I have just guoted one
prophecy of his which has been
fulfilled to the very letter,and in
additien to that he predicted the
day wotilld conie when the whole of
the United States would be arrayed
against the Latter-day Saints. This
seermed a very strange statement to
make, aud one whicli no doubt al-
most everybody laughed at—that in
this the greatest of all nations, and
the one in which the greatest lib-
erty prevailed, a nation where itis
one of the fundamental lawsthat
there shall be no interference with
religion, such a thing should take
lace. Has it been fulfilled? Yes.
Take up the daily newspapers and
you find the heading in large, bold
type “The United States of America
versus the Church of Jesus Christ
of Lntter-day Saints.

But no amount of privation, of
driving from place to place, of pain
and hardship, of crossing rivers in
the dead of winter, of making time
after time homes in which they
hoped to dwell and yet being driven
from them, could daunt thie Latter-
day Baintsin their onward progress,
in their Lope of attaining that per-
feotion and knowledge which would
eventually lead them back into the
presence of God. Let a man
travel froitr oneend of this Terri-
tory to the other, let him go into
Canada, into Mexico, ldaho, Wyo-
ming, Colorado, Arizona, Nevada,
or, in fact, any other place where
the Latter-day-Laints are located
and he will find a kind, benevo-
lent atid temperafre&)eop]e. He will
fiitd no paupers, and where the Lat-
ter-day-Baints alone are situated in
any county he will discover mo
drinking saloons, no houses ot ill-
fame, no gambling. Peace and
plenty will be found reigning
among thenl. :

It nas been said that the Elders
of the Mormon Church not only
lead in ecclesiastical matters butcon-
trol all the civil and political
affairs of thie people. 1t has been
agserted agaiust the Latter-day
Saints that no man can obtain a
political office of any kind except
he he chosen by the leaders of the
Church. Many persons say, “We
have no oljection to your religion,
but it is the mingling of your religion
and your politics, the mixing of
your civil government with your
religious government that we are
opposed to. We think that by so
doing you threaten the welfare of
the State, and that your actions are
contrary and in direct opposition to
the fundamental principles of lib-
erty and freedomm upon which this
goviroment stands at the present
time.>?

These claims are made against us
because there are none of the Laf-
ter-day Saints who have arrived at
manhood and have been married
but who lave received—provided
they are married properly in the
temple or une of the houses of God
—the Higher Priesthood. We
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