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am pleased once more to
have the opportunity of meeting
with the latter day saints in
thishis building I1 rejoice in the testi-

mony odtheof the gospel which I1 possess
and take pleasure in listening from
timenae to time to the testimonies
borne and the counsels and instruct

ona given by those who speak to
the people there is nothing in
this life so dear to me as the testi-
mony of the gospel of christ there
IsM no desire taht I1 have which is as
Fstrong as the hope that my mind
may never become darkened that
JLI may never depart from the path of
truth and become an alien to the
principles which we as latter day
Oallits have espoused

no0o man among this people cangrow and increase in the light and
testimony of the Sspiritirit of god and
in the power and aability to do good
unless he is humblebumble in his heart and
ready and swilling7willing at all times to
seek8 ek for the guidance and direction
of the holy spirit next to the

of sin there is no more
fruitful cause of apostasyapostacy among
the latter day saints than the get
tingmg into that position when we put
our trust in the arm of flesh I1
farray believe thatthat one of the great-
estst benefits that accrues to us through
prayer is that of keeping us humble
in0o our hearts that no man who
honestlyonestly bows down every day of
1118is life ani supplicateses godgocr in sin-
cerity for the light of his holyspiritcirit to guide him will ever be
wineCOMO proud and haughty on the

contrarynt his heart will become
filledlied with meekness humility and
childlike simplicity

it is becauselecausi of this oneness of
purpose and action amongst the
latter erday saints at large that the

Qc is made agagainstainest them
thatat they are priest bidden and

aveve no mind of their own no
doubtcuba the same complaints were
made of our lord and savior jesus
christ and his followers because
theyhey were one in spirit in the testi-
monymony of the gospel and in laboring
forio the spread of that gospel upon
theme earth you find the same
desiresbesires and the same feelingfeelings ani-
mating

ani-
mating the hearts of the latte-rly

atteraay saints no matter from whatwtpart of the world they have come
thee same love and fellowship exist
1119 in their hearts for each other

he people mingle together they
becomeconae united there is a love and
fellowshiphowship existing between thea from englanddenland and the nativeof the sandwich islands which
athingnothing but the selfsame testimony
and aatruetrue knowledge and light of
thatbat gospel which makes us brothers
add sisters could possibly effect
taintell

it Is a surpriseprise to me that any in
igent man can make a claim

chev the latter day saints that
Jy are an ignorant and deluded

peopleale without minds of their own
that they are led and directed by

rbelln who are cunning and shrewdllad who00 them becausepreside overofoan
lealathe advantagesstagesnt ages which they the

hope to gain it seems to
akle0
te thathat if any man of candid mind
W 0uia examine into the history of

latter day saints converse11al h those of the church of god
1 1140ano had embraced the gospel in

A

foreign lands and bore their testi-
monies as to the sacrifices which
they were called upon to make
when they accepted that gospel
he would find them to be
the most independent people
on the face of the earth go
where you will that is the testi-
mony they have that the moment
they embraced the gospel their
friends and associates and in many
cases their own fathers mothers
brothers and sisters turned toward
them the cold shoulder and even
treated them with contempt and
scorn cast them out as a thing of
evil

what did these meumen and women
do they asserted their manhood and
womanhood and showed that they
were possessed of force of character
that they had the courage of their
convictions than this there is no
greater courage many more men
are possessed of physical courage
than of the moral courage to dare to
do right and express their opinions
whether popular or unpopular go
where you will from one end of
this nation to the other seek for the
men with moral courage in the
halls of Congressin the legislatures
throughout the various states of the
union and what do you find men
almost without number voting time
and time again against their honest
convictions because they fear they
might not be returned to office

how different is the case of the
latte rd saints I1instead of in
many instances caring for affluence
and wealth keeping to family and
friends and the comforts of this
life they gathered to utah and suf-
fered hardships poverty and priva-
tions because of the testimony they
had received jesus tells us that if
we are not willing and ready to
leave father and mother our houses
and lands and follow him we are
not worthy of the gospel the
latter day saints by their acts by
their history have shown toabeto the
world that they have avian independ-
ence of character and the mamanhoodchood
and womanhood to follow their con-
victionsvictions to leave behindbahi nd them
family and friends all those things
which are near and dear to the
human heart and gather to these
mountains for the purpose of keep-
ing the commandments of god

do the elders of israel when they
go out into the world to preach the
gospel hold out flattering induce-
ments to those whom they meet to
become latter day saints no onoil
the contrary they tell them that if
they embrace the gospel they may
elpeexpectet that their friends and asso-
ciates will turn against them and
that their names will be cast out as
evil that is the kind of promise
they make to them

the prophet joseph smith has
been callei an impostor well if
he was he took a very peculiar
course in16 order to get the people to
follow him he told them that
they would be persecuted that
they would be driven from city to
city from county to county from
state to state and that finally they
would be driven out from the con-
fines of the united Stastatestestoto come to
these mountmountainsaiDS and be a great
people men do not generally start

out to deceive others by promising
them any such inheritance as this
of troubleoRbletr sorrow and affliction
if a man is an impostor he usually
tries to hold out inducements to get
people to follow him it is said
that joseph smith was not a true
prophet I1 have just quoted one
prophecy of his which has been
fulfilled to the very letter and in
addition to that he predicted the
day would come when the whole of
the united states would be arrayed
against the latter day saints this
seemed a very strange statement to
make and one which no doubt al-
most everybody laughed at that in
this the greatest of all nations and
the one in which the greatest lib-
erty prevailed a nation where it is
one of the fundamental laws that
there shall be no interference with
religion such a thing should take
place has it been fulfilled yes
take up the daily newspapers and
you find the heading in large bold
type the united states ofamerica
versus the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints

but no amount of privation of
driving from place to place of pain
and hardship of crossing rivers in
the dead of winter of making time
after time homes in which they
hoped to dwell and yet being driven
from them could daunt the latter
day saints in their onward progress
in their hope of attaining that per-
fection and knowledge which would
eventually lead them back into the
presence of god let a man
travel from one end of this territ-
ory to the other let him go into
Caicanadaiada into mexico idaho wyo-
ming colorado arizona nevada
or in fact any other place where
the latter day faints are located
and he will find a kind benevo-
lent and temperate people he will
find no paupershauperspau pers and where the lat
ter day saints alone are situated in
any county he will discover no
drinking saloons no housesbouses otof illIII
fame no gambling peace and
plenty will be found reigning
among them

it has been said that the elders
of the mormon church not only
lead in ecclesiastical matters but con-
trol all the civil and political
affairs of the people it has been
asserted against the latter day
saints that no manmail can obtain a
politicalpoliticaloli office of any kind except
heee be chosen by the leaders of the
church many persons say we
have no objection to your religion
but it is the mingling of your religion
and your politics the mixing of
your civil government with your
religious government that we are
opposed to we think that by so
doing you threaten the welfare of
the state and that your actions are
contrary and in direct opposition to
the fundamental principles of lib-
erty and freedom upon which this
government stands at the present
time

these claims are made against us
because there are none of the lat
ter day saints who have arrived at
manhood and have been married
but who have received provided
abetheyy are married properly in the
tetemplePIe or one of the housesbouses of god

the higher priesthood we
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