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This has been done to some extent by
varions religions denominations, bot
the progress is slow in prodnciug any
marked resplt. It has besn sug-
gested that the courts should be in-
creased snd offensas vigorous:y prose-
ented. The Government hus been for
years w-1l represeuted by able and
efficient officers, and the resoit has
been important but not decisive. This
course has not changed opinion, but
has causged greater care in concealing
offenees.

OFFICIAL DIFFICULTIES.

Officers have great diflienlty in
making arrests in the agricultural
distriets, and ars forced to find out
the residence of the person wanted,
approich and surronnd his house in
the night, or come opon it at sowme
utexpected honr of the day; and.at
times, after getting in sight of the
man, abitity asa bizrdle racer is more
sarvieenble in making the arrest than
their warrant or official character,
If they ron down their man, and re-
turn to hiz house, the witnesses
wanted have disappeared.-nid in-
quiries made of men, womer o chil-
dren, are mot with a universal “don’t
kuow.” [If the witness is placed on
the stand, and questivned as to fucts
of recent occurrence, his mind is a
blank. Mothers have frequently tes-
tified that they did not know their
dunghters were mairied, and when
asked if the fact of the daughter
having children did not st leasy ex-
cite some interest a8 to the fact of
marriapge, the apswer would be, “It
was nobe of my business” or “My
daunghter is oid enopgh to take care
of herself.” Members of the Priest-
hood have denied facta while on the
stand which were notorigusly known
to be true.

A REMEDIAL MEASURE.

Others suggest the taking of

all politicat power from  the
Church, and eall attention fo
the fact that this power is

used by the chureh to strengthen the
positivu of iia leaders socially, po-
litically and nancially. They point
with emphasis to the fact that the
most luerative connty offices in the
Territory are continved in ecertain
familien, descending like the priest-
hood, by inheritance from father to
gen, to the excinsicn of the “common
people,” and also say that a high po-
aition in the priesthoed 18 generally
aecompanied by an equaily high posi-
tion in the political and business
worid, secuwed by echuren infloence,
until religion, politica and bosingsa
are so intermingled thatit is diffienlt
to draw the line where the one be-
gins and the other ends, and this will
continne to bs suv mutil the sirong
hand of the Federal Government is
interposed to fnrce au effectual
divoree of Church and State.

The suggestion to strip the chureh
of political power i8 met by the ob-
jection that it is an attsmpt to pon-
ish the Mormun peopls for their re-
ligious views, and becanse of this is
nneenstitutionsl.

In a discussian of this character we
must be eareful that bothsides under-
atand and empioy terms in the same
sense, otherwiss the discussion will
run on lines so far apart that no defl
nite result or understanding can be
reached. Itis well here to see what
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ie meant by religious belief and un-
constitotional inquiry about religious
belief and chureh affairs sod doe
trines. In this country, under cot-
stitotional guarantees, it is impossi-
ble for the law to encroach opou the

domain of religion while the latier |
keeps within its irue benndaries, but if |

ably enforced by the Utah Commis
siou. [take this opportunity to say
that the presence of the Commission,
and its work, have been of material
4id to the Government.
1 am, sir. very respectfully,
ARTHUR L. THOMAR,
Goveronor.

a roligioussect can adopt aud practice | HON. JORN W.NOBLE, Secretary of the

gomething prohibited by law and elatm
immunisy on aceount of religious be-
lief, it may. or other sects may, ex-
tend retigions belief and praciices to
cover the whole domain of eriminal
law, and crime= and religion would
become gynooyimens terms. The Mor-
mons beiieve 1n and practles polyg-
amy and ciaim it i3 justified by
revelation and, therefore, s part of
their relizion. The Uniled States
puoishes the offense and calls it a
¢rime, and what tlie Government
ealls erima, the Mormon Chureh calls
religion—clalins immugity for i as »
religivas belief, and lo that extent
swallows np the domaiu of the law.

A CHANGE NEEDED.

I beiieve the great arjority of the
peopla will welcome any change that
wilt end the lopg strugglie. which has
onty bronght sorrow snd suffering to
thewm, while their leaders huve en
joyed plenty, and apparent immuinity
froni punishment. With them it is
not a question of political power.
They care nothing for the offices, bat
they do waut peace, and if they were
left alone would have peace,

I recognize, however, how serions
the situation is, how mueh i3 in-
volved in the dnty of changing the
attitnde of a rerfectly diseiplined
host. I do not ¢are io inteérpose any
suggestious beyond echoing the voice
of the loyal people here, which in-
siats that which is unfawful in the
Mortwon systein must be extirpated;
that there must be uo relaxation; ou
the contrary should the present laws
prove inadequate, and the Mormen
people continue in their present st
tude, then the Government should
not hesitate 10 provide some form of
government for the Territory which
wili be patriotic and wise enotigh to
do what is right. .

In my opivion, expresging to the
HGoverument my best judgment, which
it i5 entitled to, and should bave, I
do not hesitate to say that any tem-
perizing policy which leaves the
Chureh in s position to_eontrol the
political poticy of the Territerv, is
only delaying the fnal settlemant,
and that Jutnre legisiation should be
aimed at the political power of the
Chuareh, which hag been the main pil-
jar nf its strength in Utah.

Ip the meantime, it will be seen
the Otah problem is wholly new in
America, and not Ao easily solved as
those wuacgaainted with all tha facts
might suppose, and its iaterals reach
to the mouted qunestions of unre-
stricted immigration, cheap ecitizen
ship, and whether in this country
psreenal rights huve not been hedged
g0 closely that at times pubiic danger
may enene.

CONCLUSION.

In conclusien, desire to say that
s0 far as I have been able to learn,
the ¥Wederal officers in Utah are per-
torming their duties faithfully and
efliciently. The courts an? Distriet
Attorney are enforeing the laws with
vigor. The election laws bave heen

Interier, Washington, D. C.
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THE METLAKATLA INDIANS.

ABOUT two years ago we pubilished
a review of a book we had received
which gave a history of ihe re-
demption from barbarism of the
Metlnkatla Indians, of British Col-
umbia. William Dunean, a lay mis-
sionary, took upon himself the labor
of converting to Christianity, and
of ecivilizing, the tribe, and met
with wonderful success, Under his
leadership the tribe built a village
which included a school, a chureh
and even 8 bank, anl made aston-
ishing progress in eduecation, indus-
try and civilization.

The authorities of the established
church, regarding Mr. Duncan as
an unerthodex religious teacher, an-
dertook to compel him and the In-
dians he had converted to conform
to its ereed, discipline and lturgy.
The consequence was a  pro-
longed contest which resulted in
the Indians being compelled to
abandon their village and property.
They sought and found a new loca-
tion on United States soil, in Alas-
&a, and there built another village
and a saw mill.

They were doing well, and ap-
parently had a prospervus future.be-
fore them, when their saw mill,
their main reliance for a livelihood,
took fire and was consumed. The
disaster was a staggering biow to the
little community, as it had scarcely
gaiued a footing in its new home, Its
loss roused active sympathy, especi-
ally In Boston, where a subscription
i being taken up to rebuild the saw
mill, Atlast accountsnearly enongh
money to do this had been guaran-
teed.

Members of the United State Sen-
ate who traveled in Alaska last
sumitner, speak in high terms of this
culony, whose history so combines
the marvelous and pathetic. M.
Duncan is generzlly credited by
persons who have made themselves
acquainted with what he bas ac-
complished, with having done 8
great and noble work.

PruVIDENCE,. R L., Oct. 31.—The
will of Henry J. Steere, who died
recently, gives away directly and in
trust a sum total of $1,139,000. The
amount given to charitable organi-
zations, ete., i8 $340,000.




