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tive couree of aotton whiech I had pre-
pared, concluding that the only conso-
nant with international polley and com-
patible with our firm-set historical tra-
ditions wase interventlon a8 a meutral to
stop the war and check the hopeless
dacrafice of life, even though that resort
involved *“hostlle constralnt upon both
the parties to the contest, as well 4o en-
force a +truce as8 to gulde the eventual
aettlement.™

INTERESTS OF HUMANITY.

. The grounds justifying that step were
1he intereat of humanlkty: the duty to
protect WMfe and property of our oid-
zend in Cuba; the right to check tnjury
to our commerce and people through
the devagtation of the island, and, thost
fmportant, “he need of removing at
onée and forever the constant menace
ahd the burdena entalled upon our gov-
ernment by the uncertaintles and perlls
a? the sltuation caused by the unendur-
able disturbance ln Cuba, I said: *“The
long trial has proved that the object
for which Spain has waged the war
cannot be attained. The fire of {nsur-
rection mray flame or may smoulder
with varying seasons, but it has oot
been and it is plain that it cannot be
extingulashed by present methods, The
only hope of relief and repose [rom a
condition which can no longer bhe en-
dured is the enforced paotfication of Cu-
hba. In the mame of humanity, 1n the
name of civitization, In hehalf of endan-
zered Amerlean interests, which give us
the right and duty to speak and to act,
the war in Cuha must stop.™

In view of all 1this the Congress was
agked to authorize and empower the
Presidenit & {ake measurea 4o secure
a full and fina! termination of hostili-
tise hetween Bpain and the people of
Cuba, and to secure in 4ihe island the
ecatabllahment of a stable government
eapable of malmtalning order and ob-
serving e international obligations,
imsuring peace and tranqulilty and the
security of s citizens as well aa our
own, and for the accompiishment of
those ends to use the milktary and na-
val forces of the TUnited States as

ight be neceasary with added aothar-
ity 4o continue generous relief 1o the
starving people of Cuba.

VERDICT OF CONGRBESS.

The response of the Comgress, after
nlne days of earmemt deliberation, dur-
fng which the almost unanlmois sen-
timent of your body was develeped on
every point save as to the expediency
of coupling the proposed aotion with &
forme! recognltlon of the republic of
Cuba as the true and lawful govern-
ment of that island—a proposition
which falled of adoption—the econgress,
afier conference, on the 13th of April,
by & vote of forty-two ‘to thirty-four in
the Senate and 311 to slx In the House

. of Representatives, passed the memor-
able joint resolutlon declaring: “Fi;gt.
that the prople of the lwland of Cuba
are and by right ought to be free and
tndepender:t.

“Secomd, ‘that }t is the duwty of the
Unlited States and the govermmemnt of
the United States hereby demands that
the government of Spain at once re-
linquish its suthority in the {sland of
Cuba and nwithdraw s land and nawval
forces from Cuba and Cuban waters,

“Third, that rhe Prealdemt of the
United Statea be and !s hereby directed
and empowered to use the entire land
and naval forces of the United States
‘the militia of the several states, to such
extemt a8 may e neccasary to carry
these resolutions fnto effect.

“Fourth, that the United States here-
by disclaima any dlsposition or inten-
thon to exercise sovereigpty, jurisdic-
tion or control over eaid Island, ex-
.cept for the pacification thereof, and
aagerta 1t determination when that s
accomplished to leave the government
and control of the 1aland to e people,”

MINISTERS WITHDRAW.
Thils resolution was mpproved by the
executive on the next day, April 20. A
Copy Was at onee communleated to the
Spanlsh minister at <his capital, who
forthwith announced hls continuires
in Washington had thereby become {m-
possible and asked for his passporcs,
whileh were given him. He thereupon
withdrew from Washington, leaving
the protection of Spanish Interests n
the Unlted States to the French am-
bassader and the Austro-Hungar!asn
minister. Stmultaneously with 543
communication to the Spansh minlster
General Woodford, the Americap min-
lster at Madrid, wee telegraphed con-
firmation of ‘the text of the joint. reso-
Ition and directed to communlcate it
0 {he governmen of Mpaln with the
formal demand that it at once relin-
qulsh its eutherity and governmeot in
the Island of Cuba efd withdraw lIts

with ennouncememts of the (ntemtlons
of this government as to the fature of
the island, In conformity with the
fourth clause of the resslution and gly-
itllg Spain until noen of Aprll 23 10 re-
ply.

The demand, although, as ahove
ehown, officially made krdan tn the
Spanlsh envoy here,was not dedverad at
Madrid. After the ins*ructiung reached
General Woodftord, on the marning of
April 21 but betire he couid present it,
the Spanish minjster »f state notilled
him that upow the Presidenc's upproval
of the joint resolution, the Madrid 2ov-
ernment, regarding the act as equiva-
lent to an evident declaration of war,”
had ordered lts mirister In Wasehlngton
0 withdmw, theraby breaking oft dip-
lomatie relatione between, the two
countries, ani c-asing 2.l ¢flicial eom-
munications berweemy thelr reeperiive
mggtneﬂ. *

neral Waoodtord thereupon de-
manded his passports and quiitted Mad-
rid the same day,

REVIEW OF THE WAR.

-Spahn, having thus denied the de-
mrand of the United States and injtiated
that complete form of rupture of re-
lations which attends a state of war,
the executive powers authorized by the
the resolutions were used by me to
meet the eniacged contingency of act-
ual war between 8pain and the United
States. On  Aprit 22, I prociaimed a
blockade of the northern coast of Cu-
ba, ineluding ports on sadd coast be-
tween Cardenas and Bahia Honda
and the port of Clendfuegos on the
south coast of Cuba; and on the 23rd
I called for volunteers to execute the
purpose of the resolutton. By my mea-
sage of April 26, the Congress wns in-
fornied of the situation and I reccom-
mended formal declaration of the exlst-
ence of a sbtate of war bebween the
Unfted States and 8paln., The Congreas
accordingly voted on the same day the
aoct approved April 26 1808, declarlng
the existence of such war from and in-
cluding the 21at day of April and re-
enacted the provielon of the resolution
of April 20, dlrecting the President to
u=ze all the armed forces of the nation
to carry that aot #nto effect. Due noti-
ficatlon of the exigtence of war as
aforezaid was pgiven April 26 by® tele-
graph to all the governments with
which the TUnited Btates maintalned
relgtiona, in order that their neutnality
might he assured during the war, The
various
proclamations of reutrality, each after
#s own methods. It is not among the

were tnmpartially discharged by all, of-

atances.

apnouncing the treatment proposed to

forces therefrom, coupling this demandd

governments responded with' 4! the

least gratifying incldents of the strug-!ed at all important harbors,
-gle ‘that the obligations of neutmllty| the forpedo material

ten under dellcate and diffleult . circum :Sll&da”.\' manufuctured.

be accorded to vessels and thelr oargosa

as to blockade, coptraband, the -exep-
clae of the right of subjecots wand the
Itnmunity of neutral! flags and neutral
guods under the enemy’s flag. A simtlar
proclamatlon was made by the Span-
ish government. In the conduct of hos-
tltities the rules of the declaration of
Parbs, including abstention from resort
of privateering, have accordingly been
abaerved by both belligerents, although
oeither was a party 4o that declara-

tion,
CALL TO ARMS.

Our country ¢thus, after an Interval
of half a century of peace with all na-

tlons, found %tself engaged in desdly
conflict with a foreign enemy. Every
nerve was strained to meet the er-

gency. ‘The response to the dnitial call
for 125000 volunteers was instant
and complete, as was also the result
of the second call of May 5 for 75,600
additional volunteers, The rmapka of
the regutar army were increased 4o
the Wmitsa provided by the act of April
23. The enlisted force of the navy, an
the 15th of Augusat, when it reached fts
maximum, numbered 24,123 men and
dpprentices. Ome hundred and three
veasels were ndded to ¢he navy by pur-
chase, one wias presented to the govern:
memny, one leased and the four veasels
of the TInternational Navimpation com-
pany, the St. Paul, St Louis, New
York and Paris, were vhartered, In ad-
ditlon to these the revenue cutters and
lighthouse tenders were turned over to
the navy department and became tem-
poranly a part of the auxiliary navy.

The maximum eftective fighting force
of the navy durlng the war, separated
indn classea, was as follows.:

Four -battleships of the first-classone
battleship of the second-clasa: two ar-
mored crulsers: six cna=t defenseé maoni-
tors; one armored ram: twelve protect-
ed cruisers; tiiree unprotected cruigsers:
eighteen gunboats: one dynamite epul.
ser: eleven torpedo boais; founteen okl
vessels of the old navy. Inelitdlng inonlt-
tors, Auxiliary, navy: Auxitiary
crufsers. twemty-eight converted yachts:
fweniy-geven converted tugs: nineteen
converied colllers; four revenue ecut-
ters: four light-house tenders and nine-
tean miacellaneous vessels,

COAST DEFENSES.

Much afarm was felt along the entire
Atlantic seaboard lest an attack might
We made hy the enemy. FEvery pre-
caution was '‘taken to prevent passible
Injury to our great citles lying along
the egasi, Temporary garri#ons were
provided, drawn [romn ¢he state militia’
infantry und light tratteries were drawn
from the volunteer force. Ahouf 12..
008 troops were ihus employed. The
coRrt signal gervice was estahlighed for
obmerving the approach of an enemy’s
ship 10 the eoast of the TInited States,
and sthe light-house service co-operated.
which enabied the navy department o
have all portions of the Atlantic coast,
trom Malne to Texas. under observa-
tion.

The auxiliary navy was ereated under
{the autharlty of Congrees and was of-
ficered and manned by the naval miti-
tla of the several states. This organ]-
zation patrojled the con=t and per-
!t:m-mpd the dirty of a secord arm of de.
€nRe,

HARIBORSR MINED.

ITnder the directlon of thé chief en-
gineer. submafine mines were placed
maost exposeqd polnts. Before
the war, perméiinent mining casemates
and eable galleries hrad heen constriet-

Moat of

was nof toa e

found In the market and had to be
Under date

9f Aprll 19, distriet officers were Ai-

In further fulfillment of international rected 4o take all preliminary measures,
awirty, I Issued -April 28, a proclamation short of the wnetual attaching of

the

loaded mines to the cables, and on



