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“1f I were to say tbat in my opinion a
person outside of your Church may
hold communion with what I consider to
be God and receive ‘revelations' from
that source, you would probably differ
and on that point we would agree to dif-
fer uutil we obtained more light."”

We do oot know on what basis the
geotieman builde his notion that we
dispute the possibility of ‘‘revela-
tions”? from God to perfons out,
aide  of the Church. He cer.
talply has not found it in any
of our utterances, nor in the author-
jzed doctrines and standards of {be
Church of Jesus Chriet of Latter-day
Baints. But his is 8 commun error.
It is frequently represented in print
thut the *Mormon?®’ Priesthood claim
the sole prerogative of communion
with Deity, and that noone but they

are privileged to recelve divine revela.
tione.

The truth is, **Mormonism’’ tevaches |
that ecmmunion with God is the natu_
tal privilege of all humanity, and that
“‘the natural man is at enmity with
GouJ?? eimply because natural laws
have been violated and mankind have
hy that meanscome inte an unnatura)
ptate. It teaches that the spirit of Iife
is the spirit of revelation. That It is
the “‘true light that lighteth every
man that - cometh into | the
world.”? That the  ‘epirit  in
man® receives intelligence from that
spirit. That sages, philesophers,
statesmen, poels; urtists, ‘‘inventors’’
uapd 8ll who conceive- aud bring forth
theughts, plane or appliances which
are for the beneflt of man, receive
their good inspirations from the same
source, the Fountain of Light, Truth |
and Love.

fii that, belleving in what js com-
mouly called ‘*Mormoaism,*’ we do
oot difter with Mr. Ellis or with any
man who believes in God, In the fdea
that inen outside the Church as well
as inside the Chureh “may bold com-
munion’’ with Deity and ‘‘receive re.
velations from that source,*’

That inexhaustible source is open to
all. Evidences of the manifestations
of divine light and power nre seen in
all the world, among every
roce. Al the creeds of men
coptain  some ° truths that have
emansted frum that ous BSource.
Mun who bave repudiated ereeds, but
who have exercised their natural yet
God-given powers of mind and splrif,
have also drunk of the stream that
flows ever from the Eternnl Bpring, to
their own joy and the pleasure of
oithers who have heard or read thelr
Inspired effusions.

Imspiration {8 around we, and the
apiritual lght divine is as free as the
light of the sup. But as some peopls
avoid or exglude the latter, so others
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feruse or Ignure the former. Andthere
are differences of both receptive and
diffusive power in spiritual things, Aws
the cultivation of the physical
man reoders him capable in
the direction apecinlly rought,
so It is with the spiritual
faculties. To excel In the acquiei-
tion of spiritual influence and Inform-
ation special efforts bave to be made,
rnd peculiar spiritual adaptability ex-
ists in some individuale, as natural
adaptabllity for particular lines of
thought or physical work ie found in
others.

Men are not to be condemned sim-
ply for their lack of raith or of other
epiritual qualities, vniess that lack is
occasloned by their own acts, in refue-
ing to ex- rcise the powers with which
they are endowed. But asa man loses
by indolence in patural things, so he
does tn spiritual things, and the iose is
proporticpate to the importance of the
faculties unuee. and the opportunities
neglected. —

There is a patural inspiration which
is open to all persons of every tribe and
tongue. But there are varleties in-
wardly as there are outwardly, and the
glfts of God are distributed according-
ly. And there is a special Inspiration
that is given to those who are specially
prepared for it by the faith and ordi-
nances of the gospel. In that also
there are differences of administration
asceonting to adeptability and necesslty.
This special or additivnal Inapiration is
ordinarily enjoyed only “in the
Church,”’ because the preparation to
receive It comprebends the introduc-
tory ordinanpces of the Church.

Then there are revelations for the
goverament of the Church as a whole.
They can come only through the head
of the Church, who s appointed to re-
ceive them. Because, if everybedy
could receive them for the Church,
disorder and confuslon would arise,
and there would be no end of contro-
versy when, through miscol.ception or
evil design, ¢rroneous doctrine or un-
wise counsel was introduced. One ap-
pointed revelator to the Church as an
organized body, with the Spirit of
Truth to bear record to each of the
faithful members, preserves order and
makes B sure standard.

But there is revelation for every
member of the Church in his or her
individual eapacity, according to the
faith and works and nevds of the re-
¢ipient. And in a different degree
and withino certajn limits there are in-
inepiration, revelation for
every soul throughout the universe,

and the vnd and purpose of it all is the
overcoming of error, the diffusion of
light and truth, and the progress and
vxultation of the suns and danghters of
the Eternal Father.

LOOK OUT FOR THEMI_

¢It is given out on good authority that
the Saintls are colonizing the Firsl pre-
cinet with a view to carrying it at the
next city election. Several families have
moved over there by the “advice” of the
holy men of God, and will register from
that place.”” )

THERE is Jitt'e necessity to say that
the foregoing is from the Tyibune, and
therefore we scarcely need say ft ias
entirely untrue. But something fur-
ther is roquisite under the circum-
stances than & mere denial of one of
the falsehoodr e cominon In that
sheet.

Whenever such fitewns appear the
public may be sure that they are iy.
tended to divert attention fromy some
deviitry of the ¢*Libersl’’ faction. And
it s well enough (o warn the
Democratic and Republican managers,
that the trick alluded to in the para-
graph we have clipped is to be re.
peated by the  Liberals” ut the coming
munigipal election.

Already, as we are credlbly inform.
ed, assessments are belng made to en-
aure suflicient funds so that the
‘Literal?! bess may bhave a guaranty
to warrant a vigorous campaign. The
public understand what that werg
means  Io the “ Lilweral’? vo-
cabulary. The saloon men gapgd
the gamhlers are the regdiest
coutributors to ‘‘the sinews of war,»
but although they will ijurnish 5 con-
siderable proportion of what s Wanted,
heavier levies will huve tu be 10ade to
vffect the intended result. The preach-
ers can be depended upon for iittle Lut
“inflocence’’ and talk, Butl the work
has begun, and if the legitimate party
organizalions do not begin early also,
they wiil find they bave made a gruat,
mistake.

One of the moet imporiant things
to do is to keep close watch on the
importation of rough and reckless

| chinrncters to swell the registration lists.

Wenll know what was Jdouve just pre-
ceding the last city election. Ve are
informed that scores upon scoree of
strangers were registered on the sireets
in bunches bufore the last general elpe-
tion. Bome good detective work wijl
Le peeded for the approaching munlei-
pal election, if thereis to be an effort
made {0 ensure lnirness Bod purity,

In vain will the regisiration Ijsts be
purged of the names of dead and ab-
sent persons, if the deputy registrars
follow the tactics of their predecessors
and the lista becume loaded up with
the names of actun) transients but ap:
parent residents. But the responsibil-
ity for such doings muslt be placed
where it properly belongs.

The public may be sure that while
Ygeveral families™ may not have
moved juto the city by advice of the



