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his kind is the very essence of his

Mormon held the offices of High

religion. He is not only a citizen of | Privst, historian, and military lead-

his own country, but of the world.
Even this field is not broad enough
for his comprehensive charity.
Through the sacred ordinances of
his religion he claims kinship with
the dead, and labors for the benefit
of departed generations. To him,
preaching the Gospel is n labor of
love, a part of his earthly mission,
To perform this Inbor he leaves his
family to tnke care of themselves,
with some needful assistnnce from
his brethren, In this labor he en-
dures many hardships, and often
faces persecution and death.

At home he largely contributes
menns and labor to build magnifi-
cunt temples, in which the dead
past and the living present may be
bound together in & future life that
will be glorious and eternal. Does
any other religion develop a broader
benevolence to soften the heart of
man; o purer charity to work out of
him the selfishness of his fallen
nature?

This earth, re-organized, purified,
sanctified, nnd thus fitted for man
in an exalted condition, is the nn-
ticipated abode of the Latter-
day-Baint. Associating with those
he lo~ea, the pure joys of his nature
wlll be intensificd. With such o
reward for faithfulness he is rendy
to face imprisonment, confiscation
and denth.

From the sacred records of tbis
people, and the facta of their history,
lot us elucidate the only” policy that
will redeem mankind from the eurse
of blood, The ancient record of
tbis continent, now in the hands of
this people, has done much towards
shaping their policies. Whatever
others may think of this marvelous
Book of Mormon, to the modern
Baint it i8 an existing fact. It is
not only n chief corner stone of his
theology, but it moulds his personal
character and shapes his general
poliefes.

Mormon was the name of the last
lender of A numerous people, called
Nephites who were destroyed in a
terrible battle, in Centrai New York,
in A, D, 384. They had inhabited
the continent about 9756 years. At
one time, numerous and powerful,
they constituted n vast empire. It
occupied a congiderable portion of
Bouth America, immediately south
of the Isthmus of Darien, and ail
that portion of Nerth America,

. south of the great Inkes. They were
a highly civiiized people. They en-
graved on metal plates, extensive
records of their theology, of their
wars, and policies of government,

er of his people. He was evidently
a mano of noble sentiments, unusual
executive ability, and intellectinl
culture. From peneral records he
engraved, on plates of gold, an
abridged history of his people. Se-
verely wounded in their final strug-

ele for existence, he survived them

only a few days. Heenjoined upon
his son, Moroni, to make some -
dition to the record, and then bury
it in a hill called Cumorah, around
which the Nephites had terminated
their national existence. These
labors were performed, according to
the record, under a powerful Divine
inspiration that the record would be
preserved in its place of deposit, and
come forth in after ages to instruct
their descendants concerning their
fathers., They also had unwavering
faith that then its resurrected poll-
cies would shape the filnal destiny of
the people and of the. continent
whieh they inbabit.

The Divine principles of the Dec-
alogue, and of the New Testament
Gospel, are flnely illustrated in its
pages by historical facts and indi-
vidual experiences and teachings.
To develop some of the leading poli-
cies of the Baints, us illustrated §n
this bLook, Is the object in now refer-
ing to it.

The orthodox Salnt does not ques-
tion the Divine origin of the Book
of Mormon. He would stake his
existence on the fulfllment of its
prophetic declarations. - With a
powerful faith, born of this record,
he scans the future of his genera-
tions nnd beholds their destiny In-
volved in that of the continent of
wlieh it is, in part, & history. He
devotes to the record careful, eriti-
eal study. He soon comprehends
that it bears a similar relationship
to the western hemisphere that the
Bible does to the eastern. Being
a Bible bellever he finds nothing
in this aneient record antagonistic
to that belief. BStill pondering on
its contents, he is forced to the con-
alugion, that God revealed His will
to a chosen Israel on each continent.
On each continent, this Israel npos-
tatized from the faith of their fath-
ers, and that, before the culminn-
tion of the world’s destiny, these
branches of the House of Tsrael
must come back to the faith and to
the lands of their fathers.

This Beook of Mermon furnishes
an example of the purcst constitu-
tional republe recorded in the
world’s history. In the account of
ita organjzation are elucidated the
purest prineiples of liberty, and the
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direct responsibility of each citizen
of a republie, for the character of
the administration of the govern-
ment under’ which he lives. This
individual responsibility where con-
stitutionn] guarnntees insure the
citizen his free ageney, is the chief
corner-stone of the ‘¢“Mormon?’ po-
litien} ereed.

The earth being filled with vio-
lence, is given as the Divine reasofl
for its Liaptism by water. The chil-
dren of Nonh have not profited by
the fite of the antedeluvian fathers.
The world®s history is prineipally 2
record of aggression and bloodshed.
The Creator promulgated the law to
Noah, and through him to hie pos-
terity ,that “he thatsheddeth man’s
bleod, by man shall his blood be
shed.”” This Iaw I8 ro sweeping in
its character that it does not dis-
eriminnte between races, nations or
individunls.

That the Lord’s chosen Isroel
might not be guilty of blood, they
were commanded not to make war
without his sanction. The Hebrew
colonizers of Amerien were not only
tenditioned in this Imw, but took
with them, from Jerusalem, the
record of the Jews, engraven on
plates of brass. From the first the
Nephites—a part of the descendnnts
of 'this colony—met aggression with
astrictly defensive poliey. Bo thor-
oughly-traditioned were they in It
that, in the prolonged struggle
which terminated their national ex-
istence, they broke it but once, and
that under very trying eircum-
stances. With revenge burning iD
their bosoms, and agninst the ex-
postulations of their lender, Mor-
mon, they assumed the offensive,
and were defeated with terribl®
slaughter. For this act, for many
years Mormon refused to lend them-
Finally, deeply sorrowing for the
miseries of his people, and through
their earnest solicitation, he T
sumed command of their armies
The elucidation of this defensiv®
policy, in the history of a great
people for nearly a thousand years
must have powerfully impressed the
Prophet Joseph Smith. This, and
tbe predictions contained in thA
history, of the future of this coll
tinent, forced upon him the ©0¢
great culminating factof its desting
that ne people would be firmly ™
tablished upon this land, who di
not ndopt nnd live this poliey. That
human blood must cense to smok?
on the soil which God has cons”
ernted to that Divine freedom whi¢
granta to man, oot merely the P‘_'iv:
ilege of livipg, but of gatherit®

around him, without aggressior
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