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ECHOES FROM BABYLON

londonbondon nov 23 1897 november
looms up dear to the average lon
doners heart for does it not suggest
numerous diversions including the
glorious fifth with its bonfires and
crackers galore a modified fourth of
july so to speak and furthermore
does not that great recognized insti-
tution apatthat has been in vogue for
years past viz the lord mayors
how take place four days subse-

quentbent then there is to seen a cup
tiete footballfoot bill match every saturday
afternoon at which event from twenty
to fifty thousand football cranks make
the welkin ring with their slogans and
satire aristocracy begins to get tired
of slaughtering hundreds of brace of
tame pheasants and partridges upon
theirr preserverpreserve so it hocflockss backac ta
townwn again the theaterstheater put on their
tahwinteruter attractions and the policemen
who0 regulate the mud spatteringbespatteringbe
traffictrac their oilskinsoil skins fog slush um

t brellis and cough mixture I1november
Us struck the modern babylon

on the fifth of november 1605
that guy fawkes as every school boy
knows was discovered modestly re-
tiring behind a stack of barrels of gun-
powderader in the vaults underneath the

W bouseshouses of parliament at westminster
axAs he was furnished with a dark lan-
tern and matches it was surmised

7 that he contemplated taking a risese outou
i sot kingI1 jameeames andland his parliament that
S sarty would have assembled a few

brief feetbeet overhead after the custom
of theithe period mr fawkes had an ex-
tremely lively and harrowing time and
I1was ultimately ushered into the great
beyond assisted by a masked gentle-
men

gentle-
man in black tights armed with a
keen axe bright and early on
november 65 1897 the peaceful seren-
ityI1 of penton street waswaa broken by
whatwat the average johnny bull would
include the caption of a bloom-
ing racket itif it had been a little after

when the pubs close the
aforesaid racket would have passed
without comment but such an un-
usual proceeding when revellersresellersrevellers were
sleepingBle and bread winners at work
betokened that something unusual was
tein progress from the street below
arose the strains accompanied by a
ttotaj can band
please to remember the fifth of nov-

ember
the gunpowder treason and plot
I1 see no reason why the guapogunpowderader

treason
should ever be forgot
guy fawkes guy stick him in the

V4 eye
tie himbim to a lamp post and there let

him die
f whoop

the two last lines to be repeated ab
until the chorus becomes de-

pletedpi ted owing to failure in the lung de-
partmentpart mentnOt

TO urihurl slippers and portable toilet
articles at the recumbent forms of sev-
eria

sev-
eral defenders of the faith who were
wasting the precious hours of daylight
tain solid sordid sonorous sleep was
but the work of an instant get up
boysboy it iss the fifth of november A
diplomatic investigation from ambush
onan the part of those interested dis
closedi that these inharmonious noises
kroopproceedededed from a band of

armed asan surmised with tin
the disturbersdisturbers not the cans

ere attired mostly in fantastic garb
andaad possessed faces that were liter-
ally tomsmearedeared with soot this motley
jwjgaag ever chanting their lugubrious
refi were busily engaged in es
cortlang a costers barrow drawn by a

patient moke upon the barrow in
state was seated and effigy possibly
it wwas intended to represent the fam-
ous guy fawkes at the same time
mr fawkes in his day was a strict
catholic it seemed slightly inconsist-
ent that his noble chest should be en-
cased in a faded red salvation army
jersey this particular guy was fur-
ther possessed with a decided hebraic
cast of countenancecoun together with an
ancient clay pipe stuck between his
lips As to his anatomy it was devel-
oped in most unlooked for places ow-
ing to an unequal distribution of

taken all together it was a
most straw binary looking guy
all day long were these effigieseffi gies drawn
around the streets and on every corner
the luckless pedestrian remorselessly
held up for pennies for the guy

it was in the evening when the fun
became fast and furious especially up-
on what may be designated asaa lon
dons playground viz hampstead
heath or as it is better known appy
ampetid eath to see the heath at

its best one would do well to visit it on
a bank holiday during the summer
time when the huge undulating park
like lung of london is dotted with rows
of tall swings that give the idea that
one is amongst the derricks in an oil
country booths shooting galleries
three shies a penny at old aunt sally
for cocoanutscocoanuts ring the cane and other
delightful pastimes dear to the average
londonersLondoners heart not only do these
small fairs line the roads and devose in
the shade of the trees but they axeare
repeated and re repeated all over the
ileathheath in a most haphazard fashion
out on the hot grass for all the world
asaa though they had been shaken out of
a bag the concourse of humanity
description fails to particularize fun
fun everywhere rea simon pure old
fashioned tunfun hallmarkedhall marked from the
days of the morris dancers and guaran-
teed genuine a regular comic opera so
to speak with a chorus some
strong of fakirsfakiri gipsies flower eirls
slightly the worse for wear let usua be

charitable and say suffering from the
effects of the sun resplendent red
coated soldiers with their absurd
saucer like caps uproariously drunken
jolly jack tars and costerscosters

the costers are distinctly a london
institution kind of a cross between a
bowery tough and a state street
bounder they have a regulation dress
too thelthe men short stunted beetle

individuals who affect a curl
plastered down on the center 0off their
forehead surmounted by a cap with a
velvet peak also a ssuitit of clothes lit-
erally ahefrescoed from the velvet collar
down to the lowest extremity btbf their
bell buttoned velvet striped pants with
rows of pearl buttons each as big as
half a dollar which the aforesaid indi-
viduals affectionately designate as their

pearlieepearlies 11 the women and girls are
fearfully and wonderfully made and
affect umbrella sized matinee hats
loaded with multicoloredmulti colored feathersrs
further they are adorned with numer
oue rat tall curls and frizzesfriezes in front
with a bob at the back of the head as
big as a football enclosed in a net
they manifest a passion for red and
claret colored plush skirts and bead
trimmed velvet capes here their ef-
fort as regards dress terminates for
their shoes axeare decidedly hors du com-
bat the heels in most cases run up the
sides of their feet and their toes spread
out like pads oh how they do gather
around a hand organ or a band en-
gaged in a free for all dance and they
dance very gracefully too with just a
suggestion of high kicking

it was just such an aggregation of
londonersLondoners that gathered on hampstead

heath on the night of the fifth to wit-
ness the annual parade bonfire antand
fireworks that are held therethem whoop
there they go in squads twenty coster
girls with their arms lovingly inter-
twined around their immediate neigh-
bors necks stretched in a row com-
pletely across the road yelling the
chorus of the latest popular ditty
nothing nothing nothing to spend

but auids
if you want to bet a family man theres

nothing to haveh ve but kids
whoop down go their heads simul-

taneously apparently aimed for the
fourth button of ones vest just when
you deem annihilation inevitable up
comes a phantom of millinery and
twenty shattered wrecks of erstwise
four and eleven penny shoes are shaken
definitely at the horizon

dancing in its barbaric fashion seems
to be strictly confined to the girls or
arriensArri ets as they are designated by

thetheArabrysrys content them-
selves with making night hideous with
catcallscatcalls concer tanas and harmonicasharmo nicas
to such an extent do the arriensArri ets throw
themselves into the mazy measure that
one trembles for some of the poorer
girls are so held together with pins endand
so generally ventilated between the
pins that one might truthfully bay
that their costumes gape and yawn at
every point suddenly a arriet ap-
parentlypatentlyly breaks in two at the waist
she severely pulls herself together and
complacently remarks blow it
give us a pin liza and continues in
her mad career yet max orell says
the english take their pleasure sadly
taken as a class the coster girls are
a hardworking set and although their
vocabulary is anything but refined
they are possessed of a moral code of
virtue

one parade is much like another
there are the same blatant brassy
bands with plenty of drum floats
rank and file etc one bonfire great-
ly resembles another and as the sky
rockets ascend skywards as in amer-
ica so in england a long drawn pro-
longed 0 0 oh goes up from the up-
turned faces As the parade started
on its tour of the heath a4 general
bombardment on the part of the crowd
ensued in the form of squibssquibb and
crackers hurled with telling effect at
the occupants of the coal wagons de-
signed as floats britannia who hap-
pened on this occasion to be of the
sterner sex manfully rose to the oc-
casion upon receiving an explosive
firework upon the apex of the helmet
delivered a ath of november ora-
tion with great the reproduction
of which in cold type would seriously
jeopardize the successful running of
the linotype confetti scattered to the
four winds and settling over every-
thing and everybody down ones neck
and in ones hair whilst arry armed
with squibssquibb and lady tormentors
squirts made life a dreary blank to

any who had the hardihood to wear a
silk hat

lord mayors day was but a repeti-
tion of four days previous although
from the fact that the route of the
procession was in the heart of the
staid old city possibly things did not
assume such a boisterous turn in
the streets set apart for the parade
traffic was entirely suspended at an
early hour the thoroughfares being
given over to the throngs of sightseers
who patiently waited for hours to see
the time honored pageant of course
the aforesaid crowd had to be amused
so battalions of young medical stu-
dents with charming graciousness con
descended to furnish gratis entertain-
ment by way of humorously smashing
hatsbats def in the ever patient police
and makimaking lifeife a burden to those in
the immediateimin a e vicinity the occu-
pants of the windows overlooking the
streets burthefurthers indulged in the time
honored customcusto0 M vt fkeating pennies up


