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Heath on the night of the fifth to wit-
CORRESPON DENCE ness the annual parade, bonfire and
- fireworka that are held there. Whoop!
- there they go in squads, twenty coster
giris, with their arms lovingly inter-
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looms up dear to the average Lon-|ous Guy Fawkes, At the same time chorus of the latest popular ditty:
doner's heart, for does it Dot suggest|Nr. Fawkes in his day was o strict N“ﬁﬂl“&‘am’;‘“""’g‘ gt i
numerous diversions including the|Catheolle, It seemed slightly Inconsist- ' b
glorlous Fifth with Its bonfires and|ent that his noble chest should be en- It you want to he a family man there's

crackers galore—a modified Fourth of
July so to speak? And, furthermore,
does not that great recognized insti-
tution that has been in vogue for €00
Years ast, viz., the Lord Mayor's
show, take place four days subse-
guent? Then there is to seen a cup-
tie football match every Saturday
afterncon at whlch event from twenty
to fifty thousand footbail eranks make
the welkin ring with their slogans and
satire. Arlstocracy begins to get tired
of slaughtering hundreds of hbrace of
tame pheasants and partridges upon
their preserves so it flocks back t
town again; the theaters put on their
winter attractions and the pollcemen,
who regulate the mud bespattering
traffic, their ollsking. Fog, stush, um-
brellas and cough mixture. Novembher
has struck the Modern Babylon,
'Twas on the fifth of November, 1605,
that Guy Fawles, as every Bchool boy
knows, was discovered modestly re-
tiring behind a stack of barrels of gun-
powder in the vaults underneath the
Houses of Parliament at Westminster.
As he was furnished with a dark lan-
tern apd matches, it was surmised
that he contemplated taking a rise out
of King James and his parliament that
shortly would have asgsembled a few
brief feet overhead. After the custom
of the period, Mr. Fawkes had an ex-
tremely lively and harrowing time and
was ultimately ushered into the great
beyond assisted hy a masked gentle-
man in black tights armed with a
keen axe. * * BRBright and early on
November 6, 1837, the peaceful seren-
ity of Penton street was broken by
what the average Johnny Bull would
ineclude under,the eaption of “a bloom-
tng racket.” Ii it had been a little after
midnight, when the “pubs” close, the
aforesaid racket would have passed
without comment, but sSuch an un-
usual proceeding, when revellers were
sleeping and bread winners at work,
hetokened that something unusual was
in progress. From the street below
arose the strains,’ accompanied by a
tin can band—
"Please to remember the fifth of Nov-
ember
The gunpowder treason and plot; .
1 see no reasom why the gunpowder
treason
Bhould ever be forgot.
Guy Fawkes, Guy, stick hlim in the

eye,
Tie hlm'to a lamp post and there let

him dle.
Whoop.”

The two last 1ines to be repeated ab
1ibitum until the chorus becomes de-
pleted owing to failure in the lung de-
partment.

To hurl slippers and portable tollet
articlez at the recumbent forms of sev-
eral defenders of the faith, who were
wasting the precious hours of daylight
in solld, sordld, sonorous sleep, was
but the work of an instant: "“Get up,
boys, it i8 the fifth of November,"” A
diplomatic investigation from ambush
Jn the part of those interested, dls-
closed that these imharmonious nolses
proceeded from A band of matutinal
disturbers armed as surmised with tin
cans,who (the disturbers, not the ecans)
were attired mostiy in fantastic garb
and possessed faces that were liter-
ally smeared with soot, Thlgz motley
gang, ever chanting their lugubrious
refrain, were busily engaged in es-
corting a coster’s barrow drawn by a

cased In a faded red Balvation Army
jersey. This particular Guy was fur-
ther possessed with a decided Hebralc
cast of countenace together with an
ancient clay pipe stuck between his
lips. As to his anatomy, it was devel-
oped in most unlooked-for places ow-
ing to an unegual distributlon of
stuffings. Taken all together it was a
most ‘straw-dinary"™ locking Guy.
All day long were these effigies drawn
around the streets and on every corner
the luckless pedestrian remorselessly
held up for pennles "for the Guy.”

It was in the evening when the fun
became fast and furious, especially up-
on what may be designated as Lon-
don's playground viz: Hampstead
Heath, or as it is better known, “appy
‘ampstid ‘eath.” To see the Heath at
its best one would do well to vislt it on
a Bank hollday, duripg the summer
time, when the huge undulating park
like lung of London is dotted with rows
of tall swings, that give the idea that
one i8 amongst the derricks in an oil
country, booths, ghooting galleries
thiree shies a penny at old Aunt Sally
for cocoanuts, ring the cane and other
delightful pastimes dear to the average
Londoner's heart. Not only do these
small fairs line the roads and repgose in
the shade of the trees, but they are
repeated and re-repeated all over the
Heath in a most haphazard fashlon
out on the hot grass for all the world
as though they had been shaken out of
a bag. The concourse of humanity
deseription fails to particularize. Fun,
fun everywhere, rea simon pure old
fashjoned fun hall-marked from the
days of the Morris dancers and guaran-
teed genuine: a regular comic opera so
to speak, with a chorus some £0.000
strong, of fakirs, glpslea, fdower-=irls
(slightly the worse for wear)—let us be
charitable and say, suffering from the
effects of the sun-resplendent red-
coated smoldiers with thelr ahsurd
gaucer-llke caps, uproaricusly drunken
jolly jack tars and costcrs.

The costers are distinetly a London
Inatitution—kind of a c¢ross between a
Bowery tough and a State' street
bounder. They have a regulation dress,
too; the men—short, stunted beetle-
browed Individuas, who affect a curl
plastered@ down on the center of their
forehead, surmounted by a cap with a
velvet peak also a suit of clothes lit-
erally frescoed from the ‘velvet coliar
down to the lowest extremity of thelr
bell buttoned velvet striped pants with
rows of pear! buttons, each as big a8
half a dollar, which the aforesald {ndi-
viduals affectionately designate as their
“pearties.” .The women and girls are
fearfully and wonderfully made and
affect umbrella sized matinee hats,
loaded with muiti-colored féathers,
Further they are adorned with numer-
oue rat-tall curts and frizzesa in front,
with a bob at the back of the head as
biz as a football, enclosed in a net,
They manifest a passion for red and
claret colored plush skirts and bead-
trimmed velvet capes. Here thelr ef-
fort as regards dress terminates, for
their shoes are decidediy hors du com-
bat; the heels in most cases run up the
sides of their feet and their toes spread
out like pads. Oh. how they do gather
around a hand organ or a band en-
gaged in a free for all dance, and they
dance very gracefully too, with just a
suggestion of high kicking.

It was just such an aggregation of
Londoners that gathered on Hampstead

nothing to have but klds."”

‘Whoop! down go their heads simul-
taneously, apparently aimed for the
fourth button qf one’s vest. Just when
you deem annihilatlon jnevitable, up
comes a phantom of mlilinery and
twenty shattered wrecks of erastwise
four and eteven penny shoes are shaken
definitely at the horizon.

Dancing in its barbaric fashion seems
to be ririctly confined to the girls or
*Arriets as they are designated by
gcoffera,whilst the’ Arry’s econtent them-
selves with making night hidecus with
catcalls, concertanas and harmonicas.
To such an extent do the "Arriets throw
themselvey Into the mazy measure that
one trembles, for some of the poorer
girls are so held together with pins and
so generally ventilated between the
pins, that obe might truthfully say
that thelr costumes gape and yawn at
every. point. Suddenly a "Arriet Ap-
parently breaks in two at the walist
She severely pulls herself together and
complacently remarks: “Blow it,
glve usg a pin, Liza,” 'and continues in
her mad career. Yet Max O’Rell says
the English take their pleasure sadiy!
Taken as a class, the coster girls are
a hardworking set and although their
vocabulary 18 anything but refined.
they are posseszed of o moral code of
virtue,

One parade much like another:
There are the same blntqnt hrassy
bands with plenty of drum, fioats,
rank and file, ete.; one bonfire great-
ly resembles another and as the sky
rockets ascend skywards, as In Amer-
iea so In England, a long drawn pro-

Is

longed O-0-Oh! goes up from the up-

turned faces., As the parade started
on Its tour of the Heath, 2 general
bombardment on the part of the crowd
ensued in the form of squibs and
erackers hurled with telling effect at
the ocecupantsg of the coal wagens de-
signed as fioats. Britannia, who hap-

pened on this occasion to be of the
sterner sex, manfully rose to the oc-
casion, uwpon receiving an exploflve

firework upon the apex of the helmet,
delivered a §Hth of November ora-
tion with great eclat, the reproduction
of whieh in eold type would serfously
jeopardize the successful running of
the linotype; confetti scattered to the
four winds and settling over every-
thing and everybody, down one's neck,
and in one’s hair, whilat 'Arry' armed
with sgulbs and lady tormentors
(squirts) made life a dreary blank to
any who had the hardihood to wear a
s8llk hat,

Lord Mayor's Day was but a repeti-
tion of four days previous, although
from the fact that the route of the
processlon was In the heart of the
atald old city, possibly things dld not
asgume such a boisterous turn, In
the streets set apart for the parade
traffic wae entirely suspended at an
early hour, the thoroughfares being
given over to the throngs of sightseers
who patiently waited for hours to see
the time honored pageant. Of course
the aforesald crowd had to he amused,
s0 bhattalions of young medical stu-
dents with charming graclousness con-
descended to furnish gratls entertain-
ment, by way of humerously smashing
hats, defving the ever-patient police
and making life a burden to those in
the immediate vicinity. The occu-
pants of the windows overlooking the
streets furthery Indulged in the time
honored custem D heatlng pennies up-



