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JUDGE ANDERSONS DECISION

the full text of the decision of
judge thos J Ander sonin the cases
of john moore and other applicants
for citizenship will be found in this
issue of the WEEKLY the
conclusions reached by his honor
will not greatly disappoint persons
of either party who watched the
proceedings in court and noted the
judgesjudged repeated rulings in favor of
the objectors and the trend of his
own interrogations and remarks
during the course of the investiga-
tion

the tsoo called liberals will
greatly rejoice at this obstruction
to the naturalization of alien mem-
bers of the peoplespeopled party their
present exultation however is
somewhat tempered by their very
evident anticipation of the result
fruat the begiAbeginningning the cause of
which 1is144 not difficult to surmise
the people will see in this decision
one more act of gross I1injusticenj ustice to-
ward them on account of their ad-
herencecherencece to an unpopular religion
and another liberal obstacle
thrown in the path to a full and
fair election

at the risk of being considered
treasonable in having the ter

to differ in opinion with a
federal official we will briefly re-
view some points in this pe-

culiar judicial decision trea-
son is clearly defined in
the constitution of the united
states and dissent from official
views is not included iuin the defini-
tion yet men here who claim to
represent the government or who
have at any titimeine represented it offi-
cially seem to take the ground that
anything uttered by a mormon11

in criticism of the servants of the
people y is treasonable in its charac-
ter and seditious in its spirit all
the treason that either judge
andersn or the attorneys whose
seasonings he appears to have
adopted can charge against the

mormon chunh consists simply
inila the denunciation of the conduct
ofr individuals charged with official
duties under the government this
is not in any sense treasonable 1 1

unless the term has acquired a new
signification

judge anderson falls into several
errors in his review of the testimony
selie says that among the eleven wit
lessee for the objectors several had
heldeld the position of bishop in the
church this was true of only
onone of these witnesses in speaking
off the garment worn by persons who
haveave received the endowment he

wrongly describes it and also stateselates
that near the throat and over the
heart and in the region of the abdo-
men are certain marks or designsg nainF in-
tended to remind the wearer of the
penalties that will be inflicted etc
no such evideevidencehee was given audand it
is not true the marks are not as
the judge states nor are those signs
which exist made for any such ob-
ject everybody who knows any-
thing about the matter will recog-
nize the error and so will any mason
who has seen the marks

the judge says in regard to the
testimony of the witnesses for the
applicant that their refusal to state
specifically what oaths obligations
or covenants are taken or entered
into in these ceremonies renders the
testimony of but little value and
tends to confirm rather than contra-
dict the evidence on this point of-
fered by the objectors Is this fair
and conformable to the rules relat-
ing to evidence we think not
the judge in the opening of the
investigation declared emphatically
that it should go no farther than to
determine whether there was any-
thing in the endowment in the
nature of an oath against the gov-
ernment of the united states
how well liehe kept his promise the

report of the proceedings shows
these witnesses swore there was
not and that there was no mention of
or allusion to the government of the
united states in this they were
corroborated by all the reputable
witnesses for the objectors there
was positively no proof offered to
the contrary the evident fabri
cahors of too willing supporters of
the ohobjectingacting attorneys or I1inferencesn ces
drawn from halthalf forforgottengotton reminis-
cences were entirely swamped by
the positive testimony on both sides
that no such obligation was taken
As to an oath it was shown that no
oath of any kind is administered in
these ceremonies

now then suppose a case if a
mason were placed on the stand and
asked Is there anything in the
masonic rites which is hostile to the
government of the united states
he would answer in the negative
if then questioned in regard to ob-
ligationsligat ions which he had agreed to
keep secret hebe would reply 1 I de-
clinecli ne to answer and if he were
true to his agreements he would
suffer imprisonmentand even great-
er penalties rather than reveal hisbis
secret covenants the mormon
witnesses were on similar ground
would it then be fair to infer be-

cause a mason would refuse to state
specifically what oaths obligations

or covenants are taken in masonic v A
ceremonies that his objection would
tend to confirm any vicious accusa-
tion that might riebe made against
him

the judge says the evidence
establishes beyond any reasonable
doubt that the endowment cere-
monies are incompatible with the
obligations and duties of citizens of
the united states we say the
evidence establishes nothing of the
kind nor even any approach to it
the judge has not cited any evi-
dence which goes to establish that
conclusion the preponderance of
evidence actually establishes the
contrary the witnesses for the ob-
jectors mainly corroborated the tes-
timony for the applicants on this
pivotal point and as a matter of
fact we know and every man and
woman who has received the en-
dowmentdowmontnt knows that there is
nothing of that character in the
ceremony but on the contrary
every covenant taken there-
in and every instruction fmimpartedparted
is calculated to make the recipients
better citizens and better members
of society in every sense of the
teterms

in denying the application of the
men seeking citizenship on the
ground that they had gone through
the endowment ceremonies judge
anderson in our opinion goes di
erectly against the testimony and iin
hisbis written decision has not offered
any solid ground to support hisbig
position in the case of the appli-
cants who have not received their
endowments he is if possible on
still more untenable soil

take all the pickpickeded and partial ex-
tracts he has presented from old
sermon sand the paragraphs selected
without giving the explanatory con-
text and what do they amount to
simply that ever half a century ago
under circumstances not related by
the judge the prophet josephjoeeph
smith received revelations to indi-
viduals as to the disposition of their
property they having sought for
this divide direction as men did in
timen of old as related in the bible
that in nauvoo over forty five
years ago a building was erected
under church auspices for the com-
fort of visiting strangers and a reve-
lation was received in relation to it 0 4

that in bishops courts church
members have been tried ecclesias-
tically for conduct
in their busibusiness relations with
their brethren that elders have
preached the doctrine that this
church is the kingdom of god not
fully established and with no king


