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era! apticipation, to discoes & new
l:l'l:ﬂ bill, whiob probably will be in-
troduoed 1n0to tbe Honee tomorrow by
Mr. Diogley. Tbere 13 a marked
diference belween the opening of thia
special sesvion and of that which was
held foar years nvo,wben Mr.Cleveland
took office. 101893 the special eesrion
was called to do just what tbe people,
oo the day after election the preceding
November, did not expect—to repeal
the silver purcbasing olause of an ex.
isting law. But the speoclal session of
1897 is to dea) with tbe very question
which the people, on the day after lagt
Novem her’s electlor, expected wonld
be given precedence over everytblng
else. And it sppearsto be Presideat
Meklnley'e determination to bave
tariff the only enbject consldered, eo
e e copcerned,
w tsliﬂ‘hhill, nr; pr:palﬁd by
members of the ouse
l:zg:hallln‘:la;ean commitiee, wbo have
been working oo tbe mensure for three
moothe, declares in its title tbe masin
Dlll‘poeot’a of the measure with a frank-
ness that i8 0ot slwaye characterictio
of finnnoial 1awe, I is headed “'an
aot to provide revenue for the govern-
ment and Lo protect the lndustries ol
tbe United Biates.?” Tbhe latter 1a »
mugb strooger declaration tban bas
been customaly io tariff bille; and it is
a formal apnouncemsnt, |if the bill
gets throngh, of protection as a natipual
rather than & party polloy. It ie an-
ticipated thal Ifthe law ir substantially
as the hill now framed it will Inerease
the government [evende seVenty
mi)llone per Jyear moprfe than 11
le 6t present. The President and Re-
publican feaders bope to gel the new
law epnoted in d4lme to bring it iin
operation by July 1et ot this yesr, and
1o sbow its effecls trom the opening ot
the firet financial Year under the new
administeation. How far they will be
sbie to do thie remainse to be ceen.
The bill makes some very im portant
changes, yel none that msy be congld-
ered radical. Itle 1o line with tue
McKinley law of 1890, yet contalns
modificationn pt the laiter, and sugh as
to charaoterize it _as a moderate pro-
tegtion meaaure. From the text of the
bill it appeals that the high proteoc-
tioniet theory bss been permitted to
dominate in no lnstance. There is notb-
that anvOIS of probibitory tariff,
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K‘Ea whole it in 8 modifloation o! the
law of 1880, se in only a few aobednles
iz the wverage rute of doly as
bigh se it Was in tbhe McKinley
Tt The wool scbedule je one
of the mopst Dolable of thess, Yet

gaid that the ailm of the bilt,
::on,;,g{u:eatandpolnt of its constractors,
ja (o nasipt natural osoees, so far as
apy act of Oongress may do, 3o pre-
perving, witbin tbe limits of reason,
the American market for A merican
tapmers, progucers and manufactorere,
Moderate protection, baeed chiefly on
the difference between the cost of
domentic and foreign labor, bas been
beid in vlew througboul, 20 thal now
tbe commitiee believe lbey have a
meacure whbich will Ax such [rates of
duty ae will permit neither the foreign
rodpcer nor the home producer to
take tbe market and keep it to the
excluslon of the otber, snd &t the
game time will make the difference
hetween the wages of labor sbroad and
in this country the reverue producing
tactor, aod get encugh revenuoe that
way to prevent sny deficih. When-

ever Lbere bay been any doub¢
upon & queatlon belweet forelgn and
bome Iabor, however, the doubt bas
not been resolved in favor of Lthe
foreigner. As an example of the moder-
ate protection idea, it may be eltea
that the cotton schednle of the Wilson-
(Gorman law has heen left mntoucbed.
The free liat of that law, bowever, bas
bad taken from it wool, coal and lum-
ber, and a few otber articles, which
are flxed at the cld retea of duoly.
There was muobh dirpote beween the
wool growers and the wool manufae-
turers, and as these could Dot agree on
a eompromise, the MeKinley rates
were restored, and if tbhe conflicting
iotereats rettle on anytbhing It will be
adopted, In tbis wool schedule a very
important industry of tbis Btate is
aflected.

Anotber vital Indostry of this Htate
le infloenced by tbe blll, namely,
peet sugar production, The poloy of
the bill ls to encourage the beet sugar
growing business among tbe farmers
of the United Btates, and il 1s glaimed
that the rise of thia Induetry will de-
stroy the mozopoly now mede posei-
ble by existing coodfitlone. A fortber
industry in Uwsh 1e sffected In the
tariff on lead ores, which it is proposed
to inoreare. Beveral of theee teatnres,
ootably the last named, are already
meade the rabject of attack, and there
wlll be a lively contest over any pro-
poeed reduotion trem the present rates
in the new bill,

In one impsriant particalar the new
mensure ls made very elastic. This
is In the extensive reciprocity Msi; and
the discrimination permitted onder
tbia beading is snob ga to allow
tbe President to make almost every
medification that clircumstances may
call for, In thie the moderate pro-
tectionlete have apcomplished thelr
most effective work.

Here, then, is the veneral putline,
from ibe adminlelration’s standpoint,
oithe bill that the speclal session of
Congrees 18 expected to deal with,
and when it has done that, is expected
to mdjourn, Of course there willl be
efforts at otber feglslntlnn. but all of
these may be looked upon as antag-
onistio to the expressed wieb o! the
adminirtration. And with this sltus-
tion to facerthe Congrese now con-
vened lo speoplal seseion is omlled to
make 1ta reoprd as to whetber or not
it will be a blesslog to the coontry.
May ite cholice be for the good.
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REYV. ABBOIT ON THE BIBLE.

Chrilstlan ministers at the present
time reem to be wnder the neceasity of
resorting to all kinde of eccentricitles
in order to draw audiences and gain
popularity., Is 1t ao eftort to concesl
by attrucilve dlsplay the. intrinsic
worthleseness of the goods? Oone min-
ister ie repotted as adgvocating the in-

trodaction of seventeenth centory
costumes; anpther illustrates his
semone on L[bhe dendly efleots of

nicotine by killlng cate io fall view
of tbe worshippere; otbers lotredace
equally startllng testuree in the pul.
pit. Among clergymen who bave
sucoeeded in  bringing the paoblie
eye on them {8 Rev. Lyman Ab-
bott, but bla succees la maloly
due to his views of. the
sutborsbip of the Biblical books, He
commenced by annooncing thet the

Book of Jooab isto be nnderatood na m
satirical fiotlon and,.when taken te
taek by tbe religions press, ipliowed
thle statement up by others equally
'spolentific’’ regarding otber portlonm
of the Bible,

Amoog the dispatsber appears m
synopusls of a recent ssrmon preach ed
by Mr. A bbott and giving his views o
tbis sobject. One polnt he makes i»
thie, that muoh of the OQld Testamenk
ia notbing but a collection of traditions
and narables, somewbat oo the linew
of Asop’s fables, His argument is
that when we flnd in Geneals some

agcoonie of the creatipn, of the
flaod, of the tower of . Babel,
and s0 ony, &8Dd then discover
Apreyrlan tables older them

Genesie; when we (arther know tbmt
tbe Hebrews at opne time Jived in
Apsyria, the conclusion 18 logioal thak
the Hebrew accoont of these evunis iw
borrowed from the Assyrian traditions,
and conseqoently no more autbentic.

Now, whether thle reasoning i
““sclentific’® or not, it I8 certainly pok
convinoing, It begs the whople ques-
tion by presupposing that Genesis wax
written aiter the captivity, A more
probable view is that the blstory of the
evenis referred to hsd been baoded
down from the progenitors of our raow
to the varlous brancbes of the bumam
famlly, and tbat the discrepancies in
the apcounts depead on the changem
rmade by the oral transmission, some
truth beiog precerved 1n each of the
different versions, and Moses recording
only that whicb he koew to be-
abaolutely trae, The Assyrian tablein
furnisb one of the atrengest proofs of
the autbentloity of Genésie,

Mr. Abboti*s treatment o!f bijs subject
is well illostrated In the afgument he
bullds on the history of Bamuoel., He-
says apcording to the law only a priset
bay accees to the part of the Temple
known ue the boly of holive, ot BSam-
uel oaed Lthis part as a Bedroom
Hence the law is nlainly disregarded,
he eaye. INow this is a subject anyone
can Investigate, Lo the third chaptex
of FBamuel tbe place will he fomnd
where this matter s mentioned, But
it 18 not stated that young Samue] slept
in the boly of holier, Ansan attendant
upon KElibe repoeed symewhere near
bim in the Temple. What is §old
in tbe book of Bamuoel is this that the
voice ot the Liord ocsme to him tera
the lamp of God went put in the ten-
ple of the Liord, where the ark of God
wasg, and [ere] Bamuel was Jald down
to sleep.’” But bow ean tbat be con-
etrued into the statement that the
boly of holles was Baimbpe.'s bed-
room?

Another otjactlon is made to the
Propbet Isalan, becauee thie seer pre-
diote (cbap, 45) the deliverancs o!f the
peopls tbroogb the bands of Oprus.
This, the reverend gentleman tbinks,
oonld ool be done by anyone s bon-
dred years before that ruoler wus borp.
To whiob it {a & sufficleot reply, that

there are many predicllone Im
there  anoient writlngs almost
equally plalo as thia opne, some

of whioh are being fulfilled In oumg
very day, It ls troe envugh that in
tbie instance even the name of the
deliverer 1s betng mentioned, but sope
pose tbat thls was neceseary for the
ageomplisbment of the plane of the
Almighly. There are bistorica?
grounds for tbe slatement thei the
Propbets of God In the oapiivity



