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LIFE AT THE NORTH POLE.

n, D. C., Oct. 27, 1897.—All
th?'ig':égftg:’ exploration are being
masged for the icy north. The proceeds
of Nansen’s lectures in _this country
will go into & New expedition to reach
the north pole. Lieutenant Peary has
his fund of $160,000 made up, and 1s
making his arrangements to start on
a five years’ race from northern
Greepland. Wwellman, the newspaper
man, has one hundred dogs In tralning
In Norwey. #nd his expedition will be
ready to start Io the spring. 1In the
meantime the man who has perhaps
dope more than any other now living
to Increase our knowledge or polar
metters is working quletly away here
at Washington, attending to his official
dutjes at the war department and de-
voting his lelsure to writing books on
a ‘variety of subjects. 1 refer to Gen.
A. W. Greely, whose party made the
land point tarthest north that has yet
been attained. Nansen drifted nearer
the pote, but he was upon the water,
and for practical results his observa-
tiong are of little value. For three
long years General Greely lived al-
most under the shadow of the pole, If,
Indeed. the pole can cast a shadow.
Surrounded by lce and snow he studled
polar conditions amid polar surround-
ings. 'He had the finest selentifle in-
struments. His library contalned the
beat works of former explorers, and
his knowledge of the arctic regions
were soaked Into him, aB it were, in
such s way that today his authority
upon polar matters is unsurpased.

General Greely I8 now b3 years of
He is tall, stralzht and fine look-

age.

"fg. his black beard and hair just be-
binning to show thelr first gray
strands. Look!ng at him you would

not imagine that he had gone through
some of the most terrible experiences
known to man. He was 27 when he
was started for the pole to be gone two
vears, He went with the understand-
ing that he was to be relleved at the
close of that time, afd he took with

him only stores Tfor twenty-seven
months, The two years ended and no
expedition. The party then started

southward to find a place for winter
quarters until the following summer
could bring a ship. They drifted in
the arctic waters of Smith's sound for
thirty deys on an ice floe, and when
they went Into Cape Sablne they had
only six weeks' provisions to last them
for six months, As time went on thelr
rations got lower and lower. They soon
became so small that only the hardlest
could Rurvive. There were twentv-
five In the party when they salled from
8t. John in 188]. Only seven were left
when the were rescued by Canptain
Bchley {n 1883, and these seven were g0
far gone that had Schley arrived two
days later all would have been dead.
During their last dava the men lived
by bollineg their sealskin boots and
and clothing. They ate moss and
shrimns and of theae wers sllowed only
enough to sustaln life. The dlary of
that starving time has been glven to

the wortd, and General Greely has told

how his men died one after another
and how one of them had to be shot
by hls order in order to save the llves
of the rest.

I met General Greely in the libraryI

of the war department yvesterday. The
Aubject of Peary's mew Scheme game
up, and I asked Gen. Greely as to
whether a white man could stand flve
vears of arctlc exposure, saying that 1
supposed that he would be less able to
resist the intense cold from year to
yvear. Gen. Greely replled:

"Flve years is a long time on the

shores of the Arctic ocean, but I think |bread pllls and meat essences.

a man could stand It that long, al-
though 1 believe he would be able to
do less work as time went on. We
were not 80 strong the second year as
we were the first, 8till we had learned
how to use our energles better by the
experiences of the first year, and
through that knowledge were able to
do quite as much the second and the
third vears of our stay as the begin-
ning. From the point of experience
Lieut, Peary's forth and fifth years
might be worth qulte as much as his
first and second.,”

"Were you able to work all the time
you were in the arctic regions, gen-
eral?”

"Yes, as long a8 our food held out.
During the last few months we were
80 weak that no one could do much.
1 was very systematic in my work,
and I trled to make my men so. 1 had
to keep them busy, In order to prevent
them from getting sick. T had to study
each man and to see that those who
needed exercise got it. Some of the
party were rather lazy. I could not
tell them that 1 wanted them to work
merely for the sake of exerclse, for if
1 had done 8o they would have thought
that there was already something the
matter with them. 1 simply gave ai-
rections to the oflflecers to give them
certain kinds of work out of doors, and
in this way kept them in good physical
condition.”

“Tell me, general, how you managed
about sleeping during the arctic nights
and days. How could you arrange to
take only 80 much sleep when It waa
dark for four months at a time, and
how, when the sun shone for months
without setting?”

"Wwe had regular times for sleeping,”
replied Gen. Greely, “Our retiring hour
was 11 o'clock, and by that time every
one was supposed to be in bed. Some
of the men acted a good deal like chil-
Aren In such matters. They wanted
to stay up, and when the time for ris-
ing came they wanted to remain In
hed. During the second year I {ssuea
an order prohibiting the men from 1y-
ing in bed between 8 a. m. and 3 p. m.
We slept more during the second year
than the first, my officers sleeping then
from fourteen to sixteen hours a day.
As for me, 1 slept only nine hours, but
1 found trouble in doing so.”

"How about food? Did the cold air
make you crave castor oll and eandies,
as the Esquimos are said to do?™”

“No,” replied Gen. Greely. "I don't
think any of us ever saw the day when

we wanted to eat candles. The deslre
of people in cold countries for fat has
been much overestimated. The human
being ecan assimiiate only a certaln
amount of fat. and the stories pub-
lished of Esquimos who drink oil like
wine are overdrawn. You can stand
more fat In cold regions than 1n warm.
but the limitations are fixed.”

"1 suppose the arctic explorers of
next year wiil have a great advantage
over you on account of the condensed
foods which has since been Invented?”

| "1 don't know about that,” replléd
Gen. Greely. "You can't llve long on
The

stomach has to have something to fill
it in order that it may do its work
properly. Condensed foods are very
well for a spurt, but they wlll not do
for a steady diet for any length of
time. If I were golng north again I
should take a great deal of condensed
milk and butter. We had plenty of
butter for the first part of our stay.
We carried it with us In tins and foungd
it very good. It might not have been
s0 appetizing at home, but you can eat
stuff in the arctic reglons that you
would not touch here.™

Tell me something as to what you
took with you.”

“Qur stock of provisions was made
up to laat for two years. I had studied
the subject, and T took a good liast of
supplies for that time. We had about
a ton and a half each of condensed
milk, butter and oatmeal. ‘We haa
plenty of cheeaec and macaroni and
condensed eggs. We had canned fruits
and dried apples, peaches, grapes and
ralsins. 1 think that tomatoes were
our hest vegetable, and we found the
apples and the peaches our best fruits.
We had plenty of fiour and some
canned meats.'" .

“Did you have any fresh meats?'"’

“Yes, some; but if I were going again
I should carry o great lot of fresh meat
with me. It could bhe kept In refriger-
ators. We kept meat quite a long time.
I remember that the birds which we
killed In Greentand in July formed
good eating in June in Conger the
next year, You need meat to feed
your dogs. The dogs you have there
@0 not like biscuits or patent dog foods.
They will not eat them unless they are
half starved, and it Is very Important
in such explorations to keep up the
strength of your dogs. As to cureqd
meats we found that bacon, ham,
corned beef and pemmican were among
the best,”

“How about game; i3 there any
chance of getting any In the reglons
ahout the pole?”

“Yes, in the lands where we 1were
we found qulte a lot of game at cer-
tain times of the year. We kllled dur-
Ing our atay more than an hundred
musk oxXen, a number of sedls and
about fifty ducks.™

Suppose you were golng again, gen-
eral, what kind of ciothing would you
take?"’

"1 should use woolen cloth for many
of my suits. I believe that wool is bet-
ter that fur for many purposes. It Is
well to have an overcoat llned with



