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RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION.

A bill that succeeded in running the
congressiona] gauatlet durlang the busy
days immediately prior to the 41h of
March, and that received the npproval
of President Harrinon, was the measure
designed to restrict immigration. The

bill criginated In the Benate, and when
it reached the H-use it suftered such
drastic amendments that It wus feared
the eame fate would befall it that had
overtaken 80 mMany other messures on
the samesubject—it would fail between-
the two legisiative branches. The
reature that caused this prospect to
nppesr most ominou_ way the evuoca-
tional gualification inslsted upon by
the Houxe; of eecondary Importsnce
wag the owmuse forbidding the
entrance into this country of mem-
persa of any scciely or organization
whioh ennctions or justifies the unlaw-
ful destruction of property, this Intter be-
Ing aimed &t ansrchigte and rocialists,
There seemed to be some opposition to
these f{eatures, for the amendment
requiring that all immigrants “over six-
teen years of age he ableto read and
write theirown langunge with resason-
able facility’® would keep out 65 per
cent of the immigrants now arriving.
The nmenidmenis were finaliy aban-
doned, however, and the bill wae
puesed just a8 it came from the Benate.

Its provisions, briefly defined, are
that the mnsters of vessels and sur-
geons of vessels shall make affidavit
before the United Biates ponsul at the
sailing port that the emigrants are

eligible to admisslon to this country.
The emigrant mwust state the ful
pame, full 8ge nnd sex;, whether

married or single, the calling or occu-
pation, whether able to read or write,
the nationality, the last residence, the
seaport for landing in the United
Btates, the final destination, if any,
bevond the B8eaport of landinog;
whether having a ticket through to
such f 'al destination; whether the
immigrant bas pald his own paesage

or whether it has been pnid by
other persons or by nDy cor-
poration,  soclety,  munlcipallty

or government, whether §n posseeslon
of monwey, and 1f 0 whelber upward of
30, and how muach if $30 or jess;
whether golng to joln a relative, and
i1 8 whut reiative and his name and
address, whether ever before in the
United Ststes, 8nd if s0o when and
where, whether ever in prison or
almshouse, or Aupported by charity;
whether a polygamist, whether umier
contract (exprefs or Implied} to per-
form lsbor in the United Btater, and
what is the immigrant’s condition of
health mentaily and physically, and
whether deformed or crippled, and
if ap, from what cause, One section
of the bill relalea to the inspection
of immigrapts at the ports of arrival
in this countr¥. Any person who
may not seecm to be clearly entitled to
admlealon shall be delained for a spe.
clal inguiry to be conducted by not
less than fourcfficinls acting as Inspec-
tore, and to be deslgpated by the secre:
tary of the treasury and the superin-
tendent of immigration, The favora-
ble report of three of theee lnspectors
is reguired to pies the detained person.
Any one of lthe examiping inspectora
can appeal from the decizion of his
agsociates Lo the superintendent of

immigration, and this official’® action
rhall be subject to review by the secre-
tary of the treasury.

It 1e rather surprising, when the
clamor of the Ensternn statea on the
subject I8 considered, tbat the wenact-
ment eshould be us free as it ia from
radical provisions. It has some incon-
gruities, and in pome particulars s
open to the obfection that it invites a
departure from the traditions of the
country and the views of its founders,
in thelr welcome to the poor and
oppressed of all nations, Btill, the aim
seught to be achieved I8 n good one,
and if the intent be kept constantly in
mind, the enforcement of the law in n
broad and generous spirlt wil! be pro-
ductive of good.

A COLOMBIA RAILROAD.

There §a now nu enterprise on foot
contemplating the erection of three
lines of raifway from Bogota, oapital

of the United Statea of Colombfa, in
South A merlcs, to pointsa along the
Magdalenn river. This will traverse a
tract of country that has not been
trodden by the foot of white mnu for
wenerations. The country of the
Magdalens, or the ancient river didon,
centuries ago was populated by hun-
dreds of thousanda of civilized people,
and was the center of industry in
Bouth America. With the advent of
the railway and Kindred enterprises,
that part of the continent may be made
to resume & place of importance {n
commerce and manufacture,

The railway enterprise referred to
was brought to public attention by the
filing, in Denver, on Monday, of three
articles of Incorporation, aguregating
$7.200,000 in capital stock, The organ-
izations embrace the Bogota and Mag-
dalena Rallway compuny, the Colum-
bia Copsatruction company and the
Fuqueue Improvement company, all
of whose property is found in the
republic of Colombia,

A onumber of valuable concessions
have been granted by the government,
through the infinence of C. D, Rogers
of New York, who flied the papers. In
answer to ap lnguiry, be gave as his
reason for incorporatiog In Colorado
the fact that the laws of Colorado nre
much more favorable for a company
operating In & forelgn country than
the laws of New York and other East-
ern states, The expense of incorpora-
tion ls nlsoan item to be considered, as
it would have cost $10,000 to filc the
articles in New York which were flled

in Denver for $I,000.

Theobject of the organizations, as
#ot forth in the articles, is to develop
the country, build and operate rail-
ways, and operate mines and coflee
plantations.

ST. PATRICK S DAY.

Today is the #17th of [reland,” and
our Milesian friends mlmost to aan m
ere recounizing it in one Wway or as.-
other. Not only they bLut many who
are not Irish and not even descendants
ot the Irish are lending somewbat of a
helping hand in orderthat the measure
of respect which the day calls for fr ;m
the eons ot Erin may not be curtailed;
many uare the green ribbons and arti-

ficial shamrocEs to be seen npon thw

streets and elsewhbere, and many are
the expresslona of loyalty to the land
in which the men In honor ot whose
memory it is aill done acquired hie
emlpence.

Patriciug’ birthplace is a matter ot
some controversy. Onpe thing has been
settled for some time, however, and
that is that he waes not a native Irlsh-
man at all but A native HBcoichman
with perhaps Irlsh antecedents. The
authorities with substantial unanimity
agree that he was born in the year A.
D, 372. His young life wasaneventful
and stormy one, but finally he decided
upon entering the missionary feld,
seleoting Ireland as the pcene of his

labors. He had previously visited
Frange—then Gaul—and Italy and
prepared  himeel! montaily and

spirituslly for 1iis work, eventually be-
jug ordalped a bishop ot the Cathiie
church in Beotland. Clvilization was
at 8 very low ebb In botn Irelund and
Enpgland at the time; men wers little if
any better than savages, many of them
living pomadically apd dressing In
skinsg, so il may readily be undersiood
ihat Bishop Patriciusa had abundant
material of the toughest charncter on
which to exercise his genial power.

He began In 432and his eflorte were

instantly and copstantly succeesful; he
paused uot in his career untii the entire
popuiation of the island were convert-
ed to Christianity. Tradition creditehim
with having onthls day of the month
and several years after the time last
above named taken up his crosler and,
waving itover land,the baniehei every
venomous creature from lreland. He
in oredited with having written the
book of *Confession®’ at a very old
age, but thisis not well authenticated.

B8t, Patrick, as the name has been
modernized to, dled about 464 as near-
Jy us can be determined, baving lived
uot far from ninety-two years. His
life was an upright, moral snd gentle
one and for it alone, apart from the ex-
traordinary achblevement attributed to
him, his nnme is entitled to the reapect
it recelves.

ICELANDIC DISCOVERIES,

The following letter, from one who
appears to be lhoroughly conversa:.b
with his subject, needs no explanation
at our bands, eave the remjnder that
the article to which our correspondent
rufers ae being in the BEMI.WEEKLY
NEwS of the 3rd inst., appeared In the
daily editlon of the 28tn of February:

Baxxook, Mont., March 11, 1883,
FKditor Deseret News:

Dear Brother—It was with grea:inter-
estthat I read in your pemj-wesekly of
the 8rd inst. the shori account of that
Icelandiwc manuscripr. It way written at
the estate of Vididalstunga, Iceland, by
Gizzur Hakonson, and his son Jon, pre-
vious to 1380, as ihe lasi one of theo two
dled that year. It was found aboul twoO
bundred yeuars ago on ibe isiand Flatey
in the bay of Bredafjord (Broadfirth},and
hence it is known as Flategar Bok or
Codex I'la* ceencis.

It got to Denmark on the sam¢ prin-
slple ns the Tithing House, Salt Lake, got
into the hands of s Receiver. Beveral
Danish professors have been appointed
to follow the hook 10 Chicago, Baron
Brunn, the librarian, belog one of them,
but none of them knew more about the
language in which the book is written
thanI kvow abouat Greek, and honoe re-




